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To  the  church  and  congregation  under  my  pat* 
toral  charge,  efpecially  the  young  people. 

Beloved  brethren  and  friends , 

THE  relation  fubfifting  between  us  is  folemn  and 
momentous.  Its  confequences  will  be  vaft  and 
eternal.  The  awards  of  the  great  day,  the  happinefs 
or  mifery  of  our  endlefs  exigence  depend  on  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  its  duties  fhall  be  difcharged.  Thefe 
weighty  confiderations,  with  the  numerous  endear¬ 
ments,  which  for  the  term  of  nearly  forty  years  have 
palled  between  us,  combine  their  influence  to  engage 
my  utmofl  watchfulnefs,  labors,  and  prayers  for  your 
inflru&ion,  edification,  and  falvation.  It  has  indeed 
not  only  been  the  fludy  and  labor,  but  tli£  pleafure  o£ 
my  life  to  impart  unto  you  fpiritual  good  things,  to 
the  end  you  might  be  edified  and  eftablifhed. 

The  uncommon  growth  of  infidelity  and  licentiouf- 
nefs,  within  a  few  years  paft,  and  the  increafe  and 
fpread  of  books  fraught  with  mifreprefentation,  bit- 
ternefs,  and  blafphemy  againfl  the  eternal  and  al¬ 
mighty  Saviour,  and  his  holy  religion,  have  awaken¬ 
ed  in  me  a  deep  concern,  lef  by  any  means ,  as  the  fcr~ 
pent  beguiled  Eve  through  his  fubtilty ,  fo  your  minds 
Jbould  be  corrupted  from  the  fimplicity  that  is  in  CHRIST » 
My  fears  were  further  awakened  from  this  confidera- 
tion,  that  the  common  people,  and  efpecially  the 
youth  were  very  little  acquainted  with  the  deiftical 
controverfy,  and  on  this  account  were  the  more  expoi- 
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cd  to  be  tojjed  to  and  fro  ^  and  carried  about  with  every 
wind  of  doElrine ,  by  the  f  eight  of  men ,  and  cunning  era  f 
Unefs ,  whereby  they  lie  in  wait  to  deceive.  Next  to  the 
power  of  divine  grace  in  the  heart,  it  was  conceived 
that  a  thorough  indoctrination  in  the  evidences  of 
Chriftianity  would  be  the  moft  effectual  prefervative 
againft  the  fophiftry  of  deiftical  principles,  and  all 
tne  arts  and  mifreprefentanons  Gf  the  infidels  of  the 
prefent  age.  Therefore,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1795,  I  prepofed  to  inftrucl  you  in  the  evidences  of 
Chriftianity,  and  upon  your  defire,  in  a  courfe  of  lec¬ 
tures,  delivered  to  you  the  following  difeourfes.  Sev¬ 
eral  reafons  have  fince  induced  me  to  revile  and  pub- 
lifh  them. 

I  was  not  infenfible,  that  it  would  be  impofiible  to 
retain  them  barely  on  hearing  them  once,  and  that  the 
impreffions  made  at  the  time  of  hearing  would  gradu¬ 
ally  wear  off’,  and  be  very  much  loft  unlefs  you  could 
review  the  lubject.  But  prefenting  them  to  you  from 
the  prefs,  would  enable  you  fully  to  examine  and  di~ 
gelt  them,  and  in  a  good  meafure  to  make  yourfelves 
mailers  of  a  fubjedl,  the  knowledge  of  winch  is  fo 
fundamental  to  your  prefent  and  future  well  being; 
The  benefit  of  them  might  alfo  defeend  to  vour  chil- 
dren,  and  to  your  childrens’  children.  You  and  they 
would  have  an  abiding  pledge  of  my  love  and  labor 
for  you,  and  I  might  fpeak  to  you  both  when  my 
voice  ihall  be  filent  in  the  duft. 

The  opinion  of  a  number  of  my  worthy  brethren 
in  the  miniftry,  who  have  fince  heard  moft  of  the  dif¬ 
eourfes  either  preached  or  read,  that  they  were  calcu¬ 
lated  to  be  of  general  fervice  to  the  churches,  at  the 
prefent  day,  and  their  advice  and  defire  that  they 
might  be  made  public,  has  been  a  further,  and  very 
confiderable  inducement  to  their  publication. 

Though  many  books  have  been  excellently  written 
on  the  fubjedl,  yet  they  have  been  generally  much  too 
voluminous  for  common  people.  They  have  alfo  ra¬ 
ther  been  employed  in  ftating  and  anfwering  deiftical 
ubjeiUons  and  cavils  than  in  exhibiting*  iff  a  cojme&y 
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ed  and  forcible  point  of  light,  the  evidences  of  Chris¬ 
tianity.  Others  have  been  written  with  great  judg¬ 
ment  and  ingenuity  on  detached  parts  of  the  argument, 
and  on  the  authenticity  of  the  New-Teftament  ;  yet 
none  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  in  which  the  necef- 
fity  of  a  divine  revelation,  and  the  evidences  of  the 
divine  origin  and  importance  of  every  part  of  the 
Scriptures,  have  been  fo  fyftematically*,  connectedly, 
and  familiarly  exhibited.  I  cannot  therefore  but  en¬ 
tertain  a  pleating  hope  that  the  publication  may, 
through  the  divine  benediction,  be  or  advantage  not 
only  to  you  and  your  pofterity,  but  to  the  people  of 
this  and  of  the  neighbouring  dates  :  efpeciaily  to 
young  clergymen,  to  candidates  for  the  miniftry,  and 
to  young  people  in  general. 

That  the  argument  might  be  more  full  and  the 
work  more  complete,  the  difeourfes  have  been  consid¬ 
erably  enlarged, 'efpeciaily  on  the  internal  evidence  of 
the  divinity  of  the  feripture,  and  in  dating  and  an- 
fvvering  objections.  For  this  reafon  Several  of  the  dif¬ 
eourfes  are  too  long  for  one  reading  in  public  or  in  the 
family.  You  will  therefore  divide  them  in  Such 
places  as  Shall  bed  Suit  your  convenience. 

To  enlarge  your  acquaintance  with  the  Scriptures, 
and  enable  you  with  greater  facility  to  turn  to  the  va¬ 
rious  paffages  adduced,  in  the  difeourfes,  and  judge  of 
their  pertinency  to  the  fubjeCb,  the  books,  chapters, 
and  verfes,  are  generally  expreffed  in  the  marginal 
notes. 

I  have  attempted  to  make  the  language  familiar,  and 
the  arguments  clear  and  bribing,  that  they  might  be 
underdood  and  felt  even  by  perfons  of  an  ordinary  ca¬ 
pacity.  In  fome  indances  I  have  differed  myfelf  to  be 
more  diffufe  than  is  neceffary  for  the  learned,  for  this 
purpofe,  that  the  difeourfes  might  be  more  ufeful  a- 
mong  common  people.  Though  the  fubjecl  is  gene¬ 
rally  argumentative,  yet  I  have  endeavoured  to  treat  it 
in  fuch  a  manner,  and  fo  to  enliven  the  language,  as 
that  neither  might  be  drill  and  unentertaining  even  to 
the  warm  feelings  and  Sprightly  imaginations  of  young 
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people.  The  preparation  of  the  difcourfes  has  indeed 
been  a  work  of  confiderable  reading  and  labor.  Bat  I 
efteem  no  labors  nor  exertions  too  great  to  ferve  the  in- 
terefts  of  your  fouls.  He  who  fearcheth  our  hearts 
knows  the  inexpreffible  defires  with  which  I  labor  for 
your  falvation  ;  and  how  often  I  would  have  gathered 
you  even  as  a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under  her 
wings.  Nothing,  except  the  joys  of  religion  and  the 
falvation  of  my  own  foul,  can  give  me  fuch  pleafure,  as 
your  becoming  wife,  ufeful,  and  good,  and  your  ad¬ 
vancement  in  knowledge  and  holinefs. 

"While  others  therefore  dedicate  their  works  to  no¬ 
bles  and  men  of  fame,  with  great  pleafure  and  the 
mod  cordial  affedtion,  I  dedicate  this  to  you,  and  the 
fervice  of  your  fouls.  I  befeech  you  by  all  our  friend- 
Blip  and  endearments,  by  the  mercies  of  God,  and 
the-immenfe  importance  of  the  fubjeef,  that  you  read 
•with  candor  and  impartiality,  willing  to  know  and  re¬ 
ceive  the  truth.  Study  the  arguments  and  evidences 
of  our  holy  religion  until  they  become  familiar  to  you, 
until,  upon  all  proper  occafions,  you  may  with  readi- 
nefs  produce  them,  and  give  a  reafon  of  the  hope  that 
is  in  you  with  meeknefs  and  fear.  May  you  be  effec¬ 
tually  guarded  againft  infidelity  and  eflablifhed  in  the 
truth.  May  you  avoid  the  way  of  evil  men,  and  walk 
with  the  wife.  Nay,  may  you  poffefs  that  wifdom 
v/hich  is  the  principal  thing  ;  which  (hall  make  your 
faces  fhine  among  men  upon  tire  earth,  and  which 
fhall  qualify  you,  through  the  grace  of  God,  to  fhine 
forth  as  the  fun  in  his  ftrength  in  the  kingdom  of  our 
heavenly  F ather.  This,  beloved  brethren  and  friends, 
Hi  a  1  i  be  the  conftant  prayer  of  him,  who  has  been  long 
watching,  and  {till  watcheth  for  your  fouls,  as  one 
who  mull  give  account. 

BENJAMIN  TRUMBULL, 


North-Haven,  May  3,  17 99, 
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An  introdu&ory  difcourfeon  tho  duty  and  happy 
iconfequences  of  obtaining  divine  knowledge. 


proverbs  iv.  5,  6,  7,  8,  9. 

QeT  wifdomy  get  underfianding  ;  forget  it  noty  neither 
decline  from  the  words  of  my  mouth .  Forfahe  her  nof9 
and  Jhe  Jhall  prejerve  thee  ?  love  her  and  jhe  Jhall  keep 
thee .  Wifdom  is  the  principal  things  therefore  get  wif- 
dotn ,  and  with  all  thy  getting  get  underfanding.  Ex¬ 
alt  her  and  Jhe  Jhall  promote  thee ,  foe  foall  bring  thee 
to  honor ,  when  thou  dof  embrace  her .  5/^  fjall  give 

to  thine  head  an  ornament  of  grace  :  a  crown  of  glory 
Jhall  Jhe  deliver  thee . 

ONE  principal  defign  of  the  Universal  Parent, 
in  all  his  works  and  difpenfations,  has  been  the 
communication  of  divine  knowledge  to  mankind. 
This  hath  been  the  labor  and  ftudy  of  patriarchs, 
prophets,  apoftles  and  wife  men,  whom,  in  the  vari¬ 
ous  ages  of  the  world,  he  hath  fent  unto  them.  Es¬ 
pecially,  it  hath  been  a  principal  objeft  to  inftru& 
them  in  the  early  periods  of  life,  and  to  make  young 
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men  wife  and  good.  Their  religious  inftru£lion  andr 
education  is  important  beyond  all  defcription.  To 
themfelves  and  their  families,  to  pofterity,  to  the 
church  and  commonwealth  it  is  of  the  hinheft  mo- 

n 

ment.  To  this  Mofes,  the  Jewifh  lawgiver,  paid  a 
fpecial  attention,  and  fummoned  the  laborious  care  of 
all  the  people  of  God.  And  thefe  words  which  I  com¬ 
mand  thee  this  day>  fall  be  in  thine  heart .  And  thou: 
jhalt  teach  them  diligently  unto  thy  children,  and  fait 
talk  of  them  when  thou  fittef  in  thine  houfey  and  when 
thou  walkef  by  the  way ,  and  when  thou  lief  down,  and 
when  thou  rifef  up  A  This  was  the  defign  of  the  royal 
preacher,  give  fubtilty  to  the  fimple,  to  the  young  man 

knowledge  and  difcretionf  For  this  purpofe  the  Son  oF 
God  came  a  light  into  the  world  and  made  a  revela¬ 
tion  from  the  bofom  of  his  Father.  Nay,  for  this 
he  purchafed,  with  his  invaluable  blood,  the  inftruc- 
tions  of  his  word  and  of  his  houfe,  and  appointed  all 
th  e  means  of  falvation.  This  divine  lawgiver  com¬ 
mands,  Feed  my  lambs  ;%  and  by  his  apoftle,  Te  fa¬ 
thers  ,  provoke  not  your  children  to  wrath  ;  hut  bring  them 
up  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  LORD  In 
■what  a  forcible  point  of  light,  in  thefe  views,  does 
the  duty  and  importance  of  obtaining  divine  knowl¬ 
edge  appear  ?  and  of  employing  all  our  exertions  and 
opportunities  to  communicate  and  inflil  this  heavenly* 
wifdom  ? 

With  what  remark  ble  energy  is  the  duty  and  im¬ 
portance  of  obtaining  divine  knowledge,  and  the  excel¬ 
lency  of  it  reprefented  in  our  text  !  Get  wifdom,  get 
underfanding  :  Get  wifdom  and  with  all  thy  getting  get 
zmderfanding .  1  n  what  clofe  connexion  is  it  here  four 

times  exprefsly  enjoined,  that  we  (hould  get  wifdom  ? 
That  we  fhould  get  it  though  we  get  nothing  elfe  ? 
Nay,  though  we  fhould  obtain  it  at  the  expenfe  of  all 
other  enjoyments  ?  It  is  not  only  thus  forcibly  enjoin¬ 
ed  upon  all  to  get  wifdom,  but  it  is  commanded,  For¬ 
get  her  not.  Never  forget  this  duty.  Be  always  inv 

*  Deut.  vi.  6,  7.  f  Prov.  i.  4*  t  John  xxi.  15, 
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portutiately  feeking  fpiritual  underftanding.  By  what 
an  accumulation  of  words,  by  what  a  repetition  of 
the  command  is  the  duty  and  importance  of  obtaining 
divine  knowledge,  here  enjoined  and  reprefented  ? 
Yet  as  though  this  were  not  fufficient,  in  a  matter  of 
fuch  immenfe  confequence,  it  is  added,  Wifdom  is  the 
principal  thing.  It  is  the  moll  excellent  and  blifsful 
enjoyment.  Its  confequences  are  molt  permanent  and 
glorious.  She  f  jail  preferve  thee.  She  fhall promote  thee 
to  honor ,  give  to  thine  head  an  ornament  of  grace ,  and 
crown  thee  with  glory  1  With  what  energy  are  we 
here  commanded,  with  what  inimitable  fweetnefs  al¬ 
lured  to  the  purfuit  and  praftice  of  heavenly  wifdom  ? 
Shall  we  not  then  hear  thefe  commands  and  promifes 
of  God  ?  Shall  not  every  ear  be  open,  and  every  heart 
attentive,  while  we  contemplate,  The  nature  of  the 
wifdom  we  are  commanded  to  feek  ;  The  manner  in 
which  it  is  to  be  fought  ;  and  its  ineltimable  worth 
,and  confequences  ? 

I.  The  nature  of  the  wifdom  we  are  commanded 
to  feek. 

By  wifdom  and  underftanding,  in  the  text,  we  are 
not  merely  nor  principally  to  underftand  the  wifdom 
of  this  world,  which  cometh  to  nought ;  but  divine 
wifdom,  confifting  in  the  knowledge,  love,  and  prac¬ 
tice  of  true  religion.  By  wifdom,  in  the  writings  o£ 
the  Old  Teftament,  efpecially  of  David  and  Solomon* 
we  are  to  underftand  the  knowledge  and  fear  of  God. 
The  wifdom  which  Solomon  taught  was  the  principal 
thing.  The  very  beginning  of  it  confided  in  the  fear 
of  the  Lord.  The  fear  of  the  LORD  is  the  beginning 
of  wifdom ,  and  the  knowledge  of  the  Holy  is  under - 
fan  ding*  The  fum  of  all  he  taught  in  the  Proverbs 
and  Ecclefiaftes  was  the  wifdom  which  confifted  in  the 
fear  and  knowledge  of  God,  and  in  obedience  to  his 
will.  Says  he,  Let  us  hear  the  conclufion  of  the 
whole  matter,  Fear  God  and  keep  his  commandments  ? 
for  this  is  the  whole  of  man.f 

*  Prov.  ix.  xo.  t  Fscl  sdh 
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Divine  wifdom  therefore  confifteth  in  the  knowl¬ 
edge  of  God  and  his  adorable  perfections  :  efpeeially, 
as  they  appear  and  fhine  forth  in  the  face  of  Jesus 
Christ: — in  the  knowledge  of  the  doCtrines  taught, 
and  duties  commanded  in  the  divine  word  : — in  an 
acquaintance  with  its  promifes  and  threatenings,  and 
the  various  motives  which  it  exhibits  to  allure,  or 
awaken  us  to  obedience.  It  alfo  comprifes  in  it  an 
acquaintance  with  the  true  mode  of  worihipping  God, 
and  the  nature  and  defign  of  the  ordinances. 

It  confifts  more  efpeeially  and  eflentially  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  lovelinefs  and  beauty  of  divine  truths 
and  objedts  :  In  a  fenfe  of  heart  of  the  exceeding  great- 
nefs,  majefty,  and  glory  of  God  and  the  Redeemer, 
filling  it  with  a  profound  and  childlike  reverence,  and 
commanding  its  fupreme  affedtion.  There  is  al¬ 
ways  in  divine  knowledge  a  fenfe  of  heart  of  the 
excellency  of  the  divine  law,  of  the  glory  of  the 
gofpel,  and  of  the  beauty  of  holinefs.  In  divine  il¬ 
lumination  the  glory  of  God,  in  the  face  of  Jesus 
/  Christ,  fliines  in  upon  the  heart.*  The  wife  have 
been  renewed  in  knowledge.f  They  love  and  em¬ 
brace  wifdom.  Underftanding  is  pleafant  to  him  who 
finefeth  it.  It  is  preferred  to  all  other  enjoyments, 
j Tea  doubtlefs ,  1  count  all  things  but  lofs ,  for  the  excellency 
cf  the  knowledge  of  CHRIST  JESUS  my  Lord. %  The 
law  and  gofpei  appear  divinely  excellent,  and  the  obe¬ 
dience  they  require  reafonable  and  lovely.  The  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  heart,  in  the  exercife  of  wifdom,  is  this, 
O  how  love  1  thy  law  ?  How  fwcet  are  thy  words  unto 
7?2\  tafe  ?  Yea,  fweeter  than  honey  to  my  mouth .  I  ef- 
ieem  thy  precepts  concerning  all  things  to  be  right ;  and  I 
hate  every  falfe  way.  ||  Wherefore  the  law  is  holy  ;  and 
the  cornmandme7it  holy ,  and jujl>  and  good .  /  delight  in 

the  law  of  God  after  the  inward  man.§  It  is  a  faithful 
faying  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation ,  that  CHRIST  Je - 
SUS  came  into  the  world  to  fave  finners  ;  of  whom  I  am 
chiefs  The  hearts  of  tli£  wife  thus  according  with 

%  %  Cor.  iv.  6.  f  Col.  iii.  io.  J  Phil.  iii.  8.  ||  Pfaim 
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the  law  and  gofpel,  they  embrace  the  terms  of  falva- 
tion,  take  the  yoke  of  Christ  upon  them,  and  ren¬ 
der  a  cheerful  obedience,  in  all  things,  to  whatfoever 
he  hath  commanded  them.  Having  tailed  the  fweet- 
nefs  of  wifdom  they  thiril  for  it  more  and  more,  and 
they  follow  on  to  know  the  Lord.  Hence  wifdom  is 
firji  pure ,  then  peaceable ,  gentle ,  eafy  to  be  entreated ,  full 
of  mercy  and  good  fruits ,  without  partiality ,  and  without 
hypocrify .*  We  proceed 

II.  To  contemplate  the  manner  in  which  this  wif¬ 
dom  is  to  be  fought. 

It  may  be  obfer-ved  in  general,  that  when  God 
commands  us  to  get  wifdom,  it  implies  an  attendance 
upon  him,  in  all  the  ways,  which  he  l^th  appointed 
for  the  communication  of  wifdom.  It  muft  therefore 
be  fought  in  a  confcientious,  diligent  attendance  on 
all  the  inflituted  means  of  grace  :  In  a  heedful  labori¬ 
ous  attention  to  parental  inftru£lions  and  admonitions; 
to  the  advice  of  our  inftrudlors,  and  the  examples  and 
counfels  of  good  people.  Efpecially  wifdom  is  to  be 
fought  by  a  laborious,  conftant,  and  prayerful  ftudy 
of  the  fcriptures.  Thefe  are  the  great  fources  of  di¬ 
vine  inftrudlion.  An  early  and  intimate  acquaintance 
with  thefe  is  a  principal  means  of  obtaining  fpiritual 
underftanding.  By  the  ftudy  of  thefe  David  became 
wifer  than  his  teachers,  and  knew  more  than  the  an¬ 
cients.  Hence  our  Saviour  commands,  Search  the 
fcriptures,  for  in  them  ye  think  ye  have  eternal  life, 
and  they  are  they  which  teftify  of  me.  We  fhould  la- 
borioufly  ftudy  the  whole  fyftem  of  do£trines  which 
they  teach,  and  the  duties  which  they  enjoin,  as  they 
refpe£t  God,  our  fellow-chriftians,  and  fellow-men,  in 
all  the  relations  and  conditions  of  life.  The  duties  of 
temperance  and  felf-government  fhould  be  made  famil¬ 
iar  to  all  chriftians.  It  behoves  them  alfo  to  be  well 
acquainted  with  the  evidences  of  ehriftianity  ;  that 
they  may  be  chriftians  not  merely  by  cuftom  and  edu¬ 
cation,  but  upon  the  moft  rational  and  fubftantial  evi- 

*  Jaraes  iii.  17* 
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dence.  This  is  abfolutely  neceflary,  that  they  may 
obey  that  apofloiic  direction  ;  And  be  ready  always  to 
give  an  anfwer  to  every  man  that  ajketh  you  a  reafon  of  the 
hope  that  is  in  you}  with  meebtefs  and  fear.*  Chritiians 
fhould  feek  divine  knowledge  by  a  familiar  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  the  leriptures  and  the  doctrines  and  duties 
which  they  contain  ;  they  fhould  be  fixed  in  them, 
and  understand  the  arguments  by  which  they  are  prov¬ 
ed.  God  commandeth  that  men  attend  to  thefe  great 
concerns  as  to  a  matter  of  life  and  death.  De'ut.  vi. 
6,  and  xxxii.  47.  And  thefe  words  which  I  command 
thee  this  day ,  jhall  be  in  thine  heart .  For  it  is  not  a  vain 
thing  for  you:  becaufe  it  is  your  life.  It  is  written,  Lei 
the  word  of  God  dwell  in  you  richly  in  all  wifdomf  God 
requires  that  his  people  be  eftablifhed  in  the  faith  and 
zealous  in  its  defence.  Rooted  and  built  up  in  him ,  and 
Jlablifhed  in  the  faith. \  This  is  of  the  higheft  moment ; 
efpecially  to  young  people,  That  they  may  not  be  carried 
about  with  every  wind  of  doctrine ,  by  the  f  eight  of  men , 
and  cunning  craft inefs  whereby  they  lie  in  wait  to  deceive . 
Efpecially,  is  it  neceflary  at  this  day  when  vice  and 
errors  of  every  kind  are,  in  fuch  a  degree,  exalting 
and  fpreading  themfelves  among  us.  Without  doc¬ 
trinal  knowledge  perfons  will  be  fhaken  with  every 
new  and  plaufibie  error,  and  be  even  laughed  out  of 
their  religion.  As  the  dowers  therefore  expand  them¬ 
felves  to  receive  the  gentle  dews  and  fhowers,  fo  the 
young  mind  fhould  be  opened  to  inftru&ion,  and  ea- 
^erly  imbibe  divine  truth. 

In  feeking  divine  underftanding,  men  fhould  fpare 
-no  pains  to  know  the  true  character  of  God,  as  exhib¬ 
ited  in  the  feriptures  *,  the  chnradter  of  the  Media¬ 
tor,  his  offices,  the  defig n  of  his  mediatorial  under¬ 
taking,  and  the  nature  and  defign  of  the  atonement. 
They  fhould  alfo  be  careful  to  know  their  own  charac¬ 
ter,  as  it  is  drawn  by  the  fpirit  of  God  in  his  word. 
Juft  apprehend ons  of  thefe  will  have  great  influence 
•in  their  obtaining  right  fentiments  in  all  points  c£ 
rchriftian  doftrine  ;  but  fo  far.  as  they  err  with  refpeft 

*  i  Peter  iiL  ij.  f  Col.  iii.  16.  t  Col. 
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to  thefe,  fo  far  they  will  be  expofed  to  error  in  almoll 
all  other  points. 

That  they  may  know  thefe,  as  they  are  really  ex¬ 
hibited  in  the  fcriptures,  they  mull  read  them  with 
meeknefs  and  impartiality,  willing  to  learn  of  Christ, 
and  defirous  to  know  the  truth,  and  not  to  eftablifh 
fome  preconceived  and  favorite  notions  of  their  own. 
It  is  the  meek  whom  God  will  guide  in  judgment  :  the 
meek  will  he  teach  his  way.§  Would  men  be  wife,  they 
mud  be  careful  to  form  all  their  religious  fentiments, 
and  regulate  their  faith  and  pra&ice  entirely  by  the 
divine  word.  To  the  law  and  to  the  tejlimony  :  if  they 
J peak  not  according  to  this  word  it  is  becanfc  there  is  no 
truth  in  them.\\ 

Further,  knowledge  is  to  be  fought  by  a  conftant, 
ferious  attendance  on  the  word  preached.  This  is  one 
principal  means  of  the  mftruclion  and  falvation  of 
men.  Faith  cometh  by  hearing,  and  hearing  by  the 
word  of  God.^1  When  the  world  by  wijdom  knew  not 
GODy  it  pie afed  God  by  the  foolijhmfs  of  preaching  to  fave 
them  that  believe*  This  he  has  ordained  to  be  in  fea¬ 
fon  and  out  of  feafon.  Hence  it  is  the  duty  of  the  people 
to  attend  in  feafon  and  out  of  feafon,  and  by  no  means 
to  negledf  the  aflembling  of  themfelves  together  as  the 
manner  of  fome  is.  Christ  walketh  in  the  midft  of  the 
golden  candleflicks,  difpenfing  light  and  life,  pardon 
and  peace.  He  makes  wife  the  fimple,  caufes  the  deaf 
to  hear,  and  the  dead  to  live.  The  church  is  the  birth¬ 
place  of  the  faints.  Gf  Zion  it  jhall  be  faidy  this  and 
that  man  was  born  in  herf  There  is  a  great  blefied- 
nefs  in  a  conftant  devout  attendance  on  divine  ordi¬ 
nances.  Bleffed  is  the  man  that  heareth  mey  waiting  dai~ 
Jy  at  my  gates ,  and  watching  at  the  pofs  of  my  doors,  f 

That  public  inftru&ions  may  be  profitable,  they 
mud  be  attended  with  meeknefs  and  defires  to  hear 
the  uncorrupted  gofpei.  The  truth  muft  be  received 
intheloveof  it.  As  new-born  babes  defire  the  fmcert 
milk  of  the  word  that  ye  may  grow  thereby. §§  Wherefore 

§  Pfalm  xxv.  9.  ||  Ifai.  viii.  20 .  H  Rom.  x.  17.  *  1  Cor. 

az.  .  i  Pfalm  laxxvii.  s*  t  Prgy,  yiii.  34.  z  Peter  ii.  2* 


/ 


$  ON  THE  DUTY  AND  HAPPY  CONSEQUENCES  DlS.  I. 

Jay  apart  all  flthinefs  and  fuperfluity  of  naughtinefs ,  and 
receive  with  meeknefs  the  ingrafted  word  which  is  able  to 
fave  your  fouls.  || 

Divine  knowledge  is  alfo  to  be  fought  by  reading 
and  learning  catechifms,  ftudying  confeffions  of  faith, 
and  fummaries  of  chriftian  dodlrine  :  By  reading  ex- 
pofitions  of  the  feriptures,  found  and  experimental 
fermons  and  other  books  of  piety,  morality,  and  devo¬ 
tion.  Much  knowledge  may  alfo  be  obtained  by  con- 
verling  with  rmnifters  and  chriftians  of  knowledge  and 
experience  in  religion  ;  and  by  a  careful  attention  to 
the  voice  of  God  in  the  difpenfations  of  his  provi¬ 
dence.  In  all  thefe  ways  God  communicates  wifdom 
to  the  fons  of  men,  and  in  them  it  fhould  be  labori- 
\  oufly  and  diligently  fought. 

2.  It  is  to  be  fought  as  a  matter  of  the  fir  ft  con¬ 
cern  and  importance,  with  the  greateft  zeal  and  ear- 
neftnefs.  It  is  the  principal  thing,  with  all  our  get¬ 
ting  we  muft  get  this.  This  is  the  whole  of  man ,  the 
one  thing  needful.  With  this  men  may  be  completely 
and  eternally  happy,  though  ftripped  of  every  other 
enjoyment.  Without  it,  though  the  whole  world  were 
thei  rs,  they  would  be  fools,  wretched  and  miferable 
without  end.  This  therefore  is  to  be  fought  firft, 
without  the  lead  delay.  It  fhould  be  fought  in  the  ear*® 
lieft  periods  of  life.  Children  and  young  people,  as 
foon  as  poftible  fhould  obtain  a  good  underftanding  of 
the  feriptures,  and  of  chriftian  dodtrines  and  duties. 
They  fhould  be  eftablifhed  in  them  and  be  chriftians 
indeed.  A  great  proportion  of  mankind  die  in  child¬ 
hood  and  youth,  and  if  they  neglect  to  obtain  knowl¬ 
edge  they  are  undone.  Knowledge  is  to  be  fought 
with  the  greateft  importunity.  Every  other  con¬ 
cern  is  to  be  fubordinated  and  even  facrificed  to 
this.  How  prefting  is  the  language  of  heaven  on 
this  fubjedt  ?  Remember  now  thy  CREATOR  in  the 
days  of  thy  youth*  Labor  not  for  the  meat  which  per - 
fheth}  but  for  that  meat  which  endureth  unto  everlajl - 

j|  James  i.  31*  *  JEcdef.ji.ii.  1 « 
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ing  life*  Seek  ye  firf  the  kingdom  of  Goz>.f  Strive 
to  enter  in  at  the frait  gait.§  The  words  might  well  be 
rendered,  he  in  an  agony  to  enter  in . 

3.  Wisdom  is  to  be  fought  prayerfully.  Christ 
directs  us  to  afk  that  we  may  receive.  We  are  en¬ 
tirely  dependent  on  God  for  knowledge.  Every  good 
gift*  and  every  perfeB  gift  cometh  down  from  the  Father 
of  lights 4  In  all  our  fearches  after  wifdom  we  fhould 
feel  our  dependence,  and  cry  importunately  to  God* 
through  Jesus  Christ,  that  he  would  give  us  under- 
ftanding.  He  only  can  open  our  underftandings,  as 
he  did  the  difciples,  to  underftand  the  fcriptures,  and 
our  hearts,  as  he  did  the  heart  of  Lydia,  to  attend  to 
the  word.  This  is  the  apoftolic  direction,  If  any  of 
you  lack  wifdom ,  let  him  afk  of  GOD ,  that  giveth  liberal - 
/y,  and  upbraideth  not.§  In  this  manner  the  Pfalmift 
fought  after  knowledge.  Teach  me ,  O  Lord,  the  way 
of  thy  fatutes  ;  Give  me  underfunding  and  I Jhall  keep  thy 
law.^  In  this  manner  fhould  young  and  old  be  con- 
ftantly  wreftling  with  God  in  fecret,  private,  and 
public  ;  praying  always  with  all  prayer  and  fupplica- 
tion,  and  with  all  perfeverance. 

4.  Wisdom  fhould  be  fought  in  the  love  of  it.  Then 
it  will  exalt  men,  and  give  them  an  ornament  of  grace. 
Love  her  and  fhe  Jhall  keep  thee  ;  Jhe  Jhall  bring  thee  to 
honor  when  thou  dof  embrace  her*  As  fhe  is  the  principal 
thingy  moft  valuable  and  lovely  in  herfelf,  fhe  is  to  be 
exceedingly  loved.  The  apoftle  counted  all  things  lofs , 
for  the  excellency  of  the  know ledge  of  CHRIST  JESUS 
HIS  Lord.  Until  the  heart  delights  in  wifdom  no 
man  can  fincerely  afk  it  of  God.  Until  he  loves  it,  all 
hisfeekings  will  be  felfifh  and  hypocritical. 

In  a  word,  chriflians  ought  ever  to  be  feeking  and 
progrefling  in  knowledge  to  the  end  of  life.  There  is 
great  room  for  this.  Chriflians  too  generally  are  very 
deficient  in  their  knowledge  of  the  fcriptures,  and  of 
the  dodlrines  and  duties  of  the  chriflian  fyftem,  and 
of  the  evidences  of  the  divinity  of  the  fcriptures,.  * 

*  John  vi.  27.  f  Mattb.  vi.  33.  §  Luke  xiii.  24. 
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They  are  dill  more  deficient  in  an  heart  felt  fenfe  of 
the  exceeding  excellence  of  wifdom  itfelf,  and  of  the 
glorious  objedbs  which  it  refpects  and  contemplates. 
With  what  propriety  is  it  written,  Giving  all  diligence 
to  add  to  your  faith  virtue ,  and  to  virtue  knowledge  * 
But  grow  in  grace ,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  LORD 
and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ .J 

III.  Let  us  contemplate  the  ineftlmable  worth  and 
confequences  of  wifdom. 

These  various  expreihons  in  our  text,  Wifdom  is 
the  principal  thing  ;  She  fhall  preferve  thee  \  She  (hali 
keep  thee  *,  She  fhall  promote  thee  to  honor  ;  A  crown 
of  glory  fhall  (he  deliver  unto  thee  ;  import  her  inefli- 
mable  worth  and  glorious  confequences.  They  flrong- 
ly  reprefent  the  preference  of  divine  knowledge  to  ey- 
ery  other  acquirement,  which  can  be  an  objeT  of  hu¬ 
man  purfuit.  With  what  expreffive  and  beautiful 
language,  is  the  excellency  of  it  declared  in  other  paf- 
fages  of  feripture  ?  Happy  is  the  man  that  findeth  wif- 
*lom,  and  the  man  that  getteth  underjianding .  For  the 
inerchandize  of  it  is  better  than  the  merchandize-  of  fiver , 
and  the  gain  thereof  than  fne  gold.  She  is  more  precious 
than  rubies  ;  and  all  the  things  thou  canjl  defire ,  are  not 
to  be  compared  unto  her.  Length  of  days  are  in  her  right 
hand;  and  in  her  left  hand  riches  and  honor .  Her 
ways  are  ways  of  pie  a fan  tnef%  and  all  her  paths  are 
peace.  She  is  a  tree  of  life  to  them  that  lay  hold  upon  her , 
and  happy  is  every  one  that  retaineth  her. f  The  wife  man 
is  reprefented  as  far  more  excellent  than  other  men. 
Who  is  as  the  wife  man  ?  Wifdom  gives  him  a  dignity, 
and  makes  him  ufetul  above  other  men  in  his  family, 
in  all  the  relations  and  circumftances  of  life,  in  .church 
and  commonwealth. 

The  objects  of  divine  knowledge  are  far  more  no¬ 
ble  than  any  other  :  The  glorious  God,  his  adorable 
perfections,  word  and  works  >  his  love  to  mankind, 
the  peerlefs  fcheme  of  redemption  by  Jesus  Christ, 
his  offices,  work  and  glory  *,  the  perfection,  dignities 

*  %  Pet.  i.  5.  t  %  Pet.  iii.  18.  t  Pjpv.  iii.  13—18. 
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and  bleffednefs  of  heaven.  Thefe  are  objects  and 
beauties  in  comparifon  with  which  (tars  and  funs  loofe 
their  luftre.  Before  them  the  glories  of  nature  all 
fade  and  vanifh  like  the  flars  before  the  fplendors  of  the 
meridian  fun.  Thefe  ennoble  the  foul,  and  transform, 
it  more  and  more  into  the  image  of  God  and  of  his 
Son  Jesus  Christ.  Beholding ,  as  in  a  glafs  the  glory 
of  the  LORD ,  wife  men  are  changed  into  the  fame  image , 
from  glory  to  glory ,  even  as  by  the  fpirit  of  the  LordF' 
Thefe  are  objects  which  attra£l  the  admiration,  and 
are  the  (ludy  of  angels.  Which  things  the  angels  defire 
to  look  into.f  In  the  flu  v  and  knowledge  of  them* 
we  become  Fellow-Undents-  with  angels,  and  partici¬ 
pate  in  their  knowledge' and  joys.  We  are  growing 
wifer  and  better,  and  qualifying  for  their  blifsful  foci- 
ety  and  enjoyments.  Wifdom  therefore  is  furely  the 
principal  thing.  But  this  will  further  appear 

i.  As  it  is  the  mod  effectual  prefervative  from  evil. 
For  fake  her  not  and  foe  fall  preferve  thee  ;  Love  her  and 
fe fall  keep  thee . 

M  ankind  in  their  natural  (late  of  fin  and  blindnefs 
are  expofed  to  all  manner  of  temptations,  fins,  errors* 
and  calamities.  They  are  in  constant  danger  of  being 
led  away  with  their  own  lulls  and  the  allurements  of 
this  evil  world  ;  of  hardening  under  the  means  of 
grace;  of  being  taken  captive  by  Satan  at  his  pleas¬ 
ure  ;  of  being  given  up  to  (Irong  delations,  to  believe 
lies,  that  they  might  be  damned.  In  a  (late  of  nature 
there  is  nothing  infallibly  to  preferve  them  from  any 
of  thefe  evils  :  to  prevent  their  making  fhipwreck  of 
the  faith,  becoming  apollates,  infidels  and  atbeifts* 
denying  the  Lord  who  bought  them.  They  are  ex¬ 
pofed  to  all  the  judgments  of  God  in  this  life,  to  die 
under  his  curie  and  fuffer  the  vengeance  of  eternal 
fire.  Becaufe  of  thefe  things  the  wrath  of  God  cometh  on 
the  children  of  difobedience.%  But  wiidom  is  the  moft 
effectual  prefervative  from  thefe  tremendous  evils.  The 

*  %  Corinth,  iii.  18.  f  i  Pet.  i.  12.  J  Eph.  v.  6, 
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fear  of  the  L  OR  I)  is  a  fountain  of  life ,  to  depart  from  the 
fn  ares  of  death* 

It  preserves  men  from  fin  and  fhame  ;  from  the 
fnares  of  evil  company,  and  of  error.  It  makes  them 
fedfafl  and  immoveable ;  fo  that  they  are  not  carried  about 
•with  every  wind  of  doftrine.  It  is  the  moft  effeftuai 
prefervative  from  grofs  fins  :  From  the  vices  which 
mar  the  beauty,  enervate  the  bodies,  impair  the  un- 
derftandings,  deftroy  the  chafers,  eftates,  lives,  and 
fouls  of  men.  It  makes  them  fober,  chafte,  content¬ 
ed  and  peaceable ;  and  determines  them  to  fuch  a  gov¬ 
ernment  of  their  paffions  and  appetites  as  is  moft  pro¬ 
ductive  of  health,  natural  happinefs,  and  long  life. 
Proverbs  iii.  7,  8,  iB  Fear  the  Lord  and  depart  from 
evil.  It  Jhall  be  health  to  thy  navel  and  marrow  to 
thy  bones.  She  is  a  tree  of  life  to  them  that  lay  hold  upon 
her .  Godhnefs  is  prof  table  unto  all  things ,  having  promife 
of  the  life  that  now  is  and  of  that  which  is  to  come.f  It 
preferves  men  from  apoftacy  and  everlafting  punifti- 
ment.  Nothing,  on  the  whole,  fhall  harm  the  wife, 
or  finally  offend  them.  TFho  is  he  that  will  harm  you9 
if  ye  be followers  of  that  which  is  good  ?\  Great  peace  have 
they  that  love  thy  law  :  and  nothing  fhall  offend  them.§ 
*The  righteous  fhall  hold  on  his  way ,  and  he  that  hath  clean 
hands Jhall  be  fronger  and  fronger.\\  Nothing  can  fepa- 
rate  them  from  the  love  of  God  as  it  is  in  CHRIST  Je- 
sus  our  Lord. 

2.  As  it  implies  in  itfelf  or  influences  the  fubje&s 
of  it  to  every  thing  which  is  honorable.  She  Jhall 
bring  thee  to  honor  when  thou  dof  embrace  her.  A  crown 
of  glory  fall  Jhe  deliver  to  thee . 

Divine  knowledge  involves  in  it  the  love  of  God, 
of  mankind,  of  holinefs,  divine  truth,  and  all  hon¬ 
orable  condutt.  It  makes  men  profitable  hearers  of 
the  word,  fo  that  it  is  to  them  a  favor  of  life  unto 
life,  and  they  are  blefled  in  their  deeds  It  difpofes 
them  to  feek  and  intermeddle  with  all  wifdom,  which 
may  make  them  ufeful  in  their  day.  In  the  exercife 

'*  Prov.  xiii.  14,  and  xiv.  27.  f  1  Tim.iv.  8. 

£  1  Pet.  iii.  13.  $  Pialm  cxix.  165.  |[  Job  xvii.  9. 
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of  it  they  feek  all  knowledge  with  right  views  and  ends, 
the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  men.  In  confe- 
quence  of  it  they  become  the  fons  of  God,  and  have 
communion  with  him  and  with  the  mighty  Redeem¬ 
er.  j Truly  our  fellowjhip  is  with  the  FATHER ,  and  with 
his  Son  Jesus  Christ  *  They  are  brought  into  a 
Hate  of  holy  incorporation  and  fellowfhip  with  angels 
and  faints  in  glory.  But  ye  are  come  unto  mount  Zion9 
unto  the  city  of  the  living  GoDy  and  to  the  innumerable 
company  of  angels ,  to  the  general  affembly  and  church  of 
the  firjl  bornf  Their  faces  fhine,  their  examples  and 
their  works  (bine  before  men,  and  glorify  their  Fa¬ 
ther  who  is  in  heaven.  They  do  the  greateft  ima¬ 
ginable  good  to  men.  They  are  the  fait  of  the  earth , 
and  the  light  of  the  world.%  How  honorable  is  this  ? 
It  is  the  honor  which  cometh  from  God.  It  gives  a 
name  which  is  better  than  precious  ointment,  an  ever- 
lading  name,  that  (hall  not  be  cut  off.  Nay,  If  there 
be  any  thing  truey  honeJly  jujly  purey  lovely ,  and  of  good 
report;  if  there  be  any  virtue  or  any  praifey  wifdom  will 
difpofe  its  happy  fubjehls  to  think  upon,  dudy,  and 
pracfife  them.  Indeed,  through  the  grace  of  God, 
wifdom  will  introduce  men  to  all  the  dignities  of  the 
heavenly  Jerufalem  :  To  the  plaudits  of  angels  and  all 
the  redeemed  nations  :  To  the  plaudit  and  blefiing  of 
their  judge,  in  the  prefence  of  the  affembled  univerfe. 
It  will  deliver  to  thofe  who  will  be  wife,  a  crown, 
not  of  gold  and  diamonds,  but  of  life  and  glory,  which 
fadeth  not  away.  The  wife  jhall  inherit  glory  f 

3.  Wisdom  is  the  principal  thing  and  of  mod  glo¬ 
rious  confcquence,  as  it  brings  men  into  a  mod  blef- 
fed  date,  and  caufeth  them  to  inherit  all  things. 

Wisdom  is  eternal  life  begun  in  the  foul.  And  this 
is  life  eternaf  that  they  might  know  thee  the  only  true  God, 
and  Jesus  Christ  whom  thou  ha/7  fent. ||  They  who 
are  the  fubjedls  of  this  knowledge  are  pardoned, 
adopted,  and  progredively  fan&ified.  They  are  brod 

*  1  John  i.  3.  f  Heb.  xii.  22,  23.  %  Matth.  v*  13,  14. 

§  Prov.  iii.  35.  ||  John  xvii.  3. 
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into  a  ft  ate  of  peace  with  God  and  all  things,  fo  that 
nothing,  on  the  whole,  {hall  harm  them.  Being  juf- 
tijied  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God,  through  our 
Lord  Jrsus  Christ  *  They  are  in  league  with  the 
Jlones  of  the  field,  and  the  beafis  'of  the  field  fa  all  be  at 
peace  with  themfi  What  bleffednefs  is  this!  BleiM 
are  the  pure  in  heart  :  for  they  fall  fee  God.  Blejfed  is 
the  man  unto  whom  the  Lord  imputeth  not  iniquity,  and 
tn  whofe  fpint  there  is  no  guile.%  Wifdom  caufeth 
every  thing  to  unite  its  influence  to  make  men  fafe 
and  blefled.  The  covenant  of  grace  fecures  to  the 
wife,  the  benefit  of  adverfity  and  profperity,  of  life 
and  death,  of  all  events  and  things  in  the  univerfe, 
m  time  and  eternity.  For  we  blow  that  all  things fall 
work  together  jor  good  to  them  that  lo  ve  God,  to  them 
* ™ho  are  the  called  according  to  his  purpofe.§  ’ll  he  peace 
of  God  which  paffeth  all  under/landing  keeps  their  hearts,* 
They  are  heirs  of  God  and  joint  heirs  with  CHRIST, 
Indeed  heaven  and  all  things  are  theirs.  Whether  Paul \ 
°r  Apouos,  or  Cephas ,  or  the  worlds  or  lifey  or  deaths  or 
things  prefent,  or  things  to  come ,  all  are  yours.  \\  He  that, 
overcometh  Jhall  inherit  all  things ,  and  I  will  be  his  God% 
and  he  Jhall  be  my  fon.%  This  includes  all  poffible  good  ! 
How  happy  is  that  people  whofe  God  is  the  LORD  ? 

4.  That  which  further  iliuftrates  the  excellency  of 
this  wifdom,  and  crowns  all,  is,  that  the  blellings  of 
it  are  eternal.  All  other  enjoyments  are  not  only 
exceedingly  unfatisfying,  but  momentary.  As  to  this 
world,  the  fafhion  and  the  things  of  it  pafs  away. 
The  things  which  are  feen,  are  temporal ;  but  the  things 
which  are  not  feen  are  eternal**  l he  gift  of  GoD  is 
eternal  life  through  JESUS  CHRIST  our  Lord.  In 
thy  prefence  is  fulnefs  of  joy,  and  at  thy  right  hand  there 
are  pleafures  forever  more.ff 

*  Rom.v.  1^2.  f  Job  v.  23.  J  Pfalm  xxxii.  2. 

p  Rom.  vin.  28.  ||  1  Cor.  iii.  22.  %  Rev.  xxi.  f, 

2  Cor.  iv.  1 2.  ff  Pfalm  xvi.  11. 
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IMPROVEMENT. 

I.  How  great  is  the  madnefs  and  fin  of  negle&ing 
to  get  wifdom  ?  What  ineffable  blindnefs  is  fallen  upon 
mankind  that  they  are  not  penetrated  with  the  mod 
lively  fenfe  of  the  immenfe  worth  and  importance  of 
divine  knowledge  ?  That  all  are  not  lifting  up  their 
voices  and  crying  after  it  ?  That  all  are  not  feeking  it 
as  filver  and  fearching  for  it  as  for  hid  treafures  ? 
What  reproof  does  our  fubje£l  adminifter  to  us  all  ? 
What  convi£fcion  does  it  afford  us  of  the  enormity  of 
our  guilt,  that  we  have  fludied  the  fcriptures  no  more, 
that  it  has  been  with  fo  little  concern  and  earneftnefs 
to  know  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus  ?  That  we  have 
with  fuch  low  degrees  of  zeal,  delight,  and  perfever- 
ance  attended  the  reading  and  fludy  of  books  of  in- 
itru£lion,  piety,  and  devotion  ?  That  many  of  us 
have  been  fo  inconftant  in  our  attendance  on  the 
preaching  of  the  word  and  other  divine  ordinances  ? 
That  you  have  been  fo  far  from  attending  with  feriouf- 
nefs  on  all  occafions,  in  feafon  and  out  of  feafon,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  divine  will  ?  That  you  have  prayed  and 
wreftled  fo  little  with  God  to  give  you  this  divine  un- 
derftanding,  which  is  more  precious  than  rubies  ;  far 
more  valuable  than  the  whole  world  ?  Some  of  you, 
perhaps,  never  once  ferioufly  afked  wifdom  of  GoDj, 
or  fo  much  as  liked  to  retain  him  in  your  knowledge. 
Who  can  exprefs  the  aggravations  and  magnitude  of 
the  guilt  of  fpending  fo  much  precious  tirtte,  as  many 
of  you  have  fpent  in  idlenefs,  in  paflimes,  in  vanity, 
and  in  purfuit  of  the  unfatisfying  and  momentary  en¬ 
joyments  of  this  life,  when  the  principal  things  the  one 
.thing  needful y  the  whole  of  many  has  been  in  a  great 
meafure  if  not  totally  negle£ted  ?  How  great  is  the  fin 
of  parents,  mailers,  and  of  all  who  have  the  care  of 
inftru&ing  others,  and  of  chriflians  in  general,  that 
they  take  fo  little  pains  to  difFufe  knowledge,  and  in¬ 
culcate  the  love  and  fear  of  God  ?  And  that  there  is 
not  a  greater  degree  of  conftancy  and  importunity  in 
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their  prayers  that  God  would  give  them,  their  off- 
fpring^  and  neighbours  underftanding  to  keep  the  law 
of  God.  How  great  is  the  fin  of  children  and  young 
people,  that  they  are  io  backward  to  receive  inftruc- 
tion  ?  So  carelefs  and  inattentive  to  a  concern  of  fuch 
inconceivable  moment  to  themfelves  and  to  fociety  ? 
How  ought  they  to  know  and  love  their  Creator 
without  delay  ?  Would  you  attend  to  thefe  matters 
with  a  proper  ferioufnefs,  how  would  you  be  aftonifh- 
ed  at  your  guilt  and  madnefs  in  thefe  refpedts  ?  How 
would  it  alarm  your  confciences  and  harrow  up  your 
very  fouls  ?  Let  all  be  fenfible  of  their  faults  in  thefe 
refpedts  and  receive  the  reproof  which  the  fubjedt  ad- 
minifters. 

II.  Is  wifdom  in  its  nature  and  effects  what  hath 
been  repreiented,  let  every  one  with  ferioufnefs,  put 
this  momentous  queflion  to  himfelf,  Am  I  wife  ?  Does 
my  heart  love  wifdom  ?  Am  I  pleafed  with  the  glori¬ 
ous  objedts  and  truths  which  are  feen  in  the  light  and 
exercifes  of  it  ?  Do  they  attradt  and  transform  my 
foul  !  Do  I  count  all  things  lofs  for  the  excellency  of 
this  knowledge  ?  Do  I  find,  by  daily  experience,  That 
the  law  of  the  wife  is  a  fountain  of  life  to  depart  from  the 
fnares  of  death  ?  Are  the  effects  of  it  in  my  heart  and 
life,  purity,  peace,  gentlenefs,  a  propenfity  to  forgive 
and  be  reconciled,  mercy  and  good  fruits,  without  par¬ 
tiality  and  without  hypocrity  ?  Am  I  indeed  feeding 
wifdom  as  fiver,  watching  daily  at  her  gates  and  waiting 
at  the pofs  of  her  doors  ?  Thefe  are  diflinguifhing  quef- 
tions.  It  muft  be  left  with  your  confciences,  as  in 
the  prefence  of  God,  to  make  the  reply  ?  Happy  in¬ 
deed  are  ye,  if  ye  can  anfwer  in  the  affirmative.  Thefe 
things  are  far  from  the  views  and  conduct  of  fools, 
who  hate  knowledge. 

III.  What  encouragement  and  joy  does  our  fub¬ 
jedt  afford  to  the  wife,  who  have  been,  and  are  {till 
feeking  divine  knowledge  ?  What  wonderful  things 
hath  God  done  for  you  ?  Of  fools  he  hath  made  you 
wife  ?  Of  wretched,  miserable  Tinners,  he  hath  made, 
you  heirs  of  God  and  joint  heirs  with  Jasus  Christ  ! 
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Your  names  are  written  in  heaven,  you  are  journeying 
to  that  blefi  abode,  and  the  fpirit  and  couniel  of  God 
(hall  guide  and  fupportyou,  and  his  angels  minifter  to 
you  on  your  way.  O  how  honorable,  fafe,  and  blelT- 
ed  is  your  Hate  ?  Your  warfare  will  foon  be  accom- 
plifhed,  and  ye  Jhall  come  to  Zion  with  fongs  and  ever - 
lajling  joy  upon  your  heads  :  Te  Jhall  obtain  joy  and  glad - 
nefs  and  forrow  and  Jtghing  jhall  flee  away*  Where - 
fore ,  lift  up  the  hands  which  hang  down ,  and  the  feeble 
kuees  f  Let  thofe  glorious  proipedts  animate  your 
fouls  amidl!  every  difcouragement,  and  roufe  you  to 
all  holy  living.  Glove  the  Lord ,  all  ye  his  faints.\ 
Rejoice  in  the  LORD  evermore. |]  Rlefs  his  name  at  all 
times  :  let  his  praife  be  continually  in  your  mouthy  Let 
the  language  of  the  Pfalmift  ever  be  ours.  Blefs  the 
LORDy  O  my  foul ;  and  all  that  is  within  mey  blefs  his 
holy  name.  Blefs  the  LORDy  O  my  fouly  and  forget  not 
all  his  benefits.  Blefs  the  Lord,  all  his  works,  in  all 
places  of  his  dominion  :  Blefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul.il 

IV.  Let  all  be  exhorted  to  get  wifdom,  and  with 

all  their  gettings  to  get  underftanding.  Let  there  be 

the  greateft  folicitude,  the  mod  zealous  and  upited 

exertions  among  people  of  all  ages  and  characters  to 

obtain  wifdom  ;  and,  as  far  as  poffibie,  to  give,  it  an 

univerfal  diftulion.  Let  thofe  who  have  experienced 

its  blefftdnefs  follow  on  to  know  the  Lord.  Too 

^  • 

many  profefling  chriftians  are  lamentably  ignorant  even 
in  points  of  doCtrinal  knowledge,  and  with  refpeCt  to 
the  evidences  of  the  chriltian  religion.  After  all  their 
advantages  for  knowledge,  they  are  like  the  Hebrews, 
of  whom  the  apoltle  complained,  That  when  for  the 
time  they  ought  to  have  been  teachers  of  others ,  they  had 
need  to  be  taught  again  what  were  the  frf  principles  of 
the  oracles  of  God Be  unwilling  to  be  babes  in 
Christ,  who  can  feed  on  milk  only.  O  my  brethren 
awake  to  duty.  Grow  in  grace  and  in  the  knowledge 

*  I  ah  xxxv.  io.  f  Heb.  xii.  13.  J  Pfalm  xxxi.  33* 

1]  1  Thef.  v.  16.  §  ffalm  xxxiv.  1.  f  Plalm  ciii,  j,  %%o 
Hebe  v.  13. 
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of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  Be  men 
m  wifdom.  While  you  tafte  the  fweetnefs  of  it,  pitv 
and  pray  for  others.  Wreflle  with  God,  that  the 
fpirit  may  be  poured  out,  from  oil  high  upon  your 
children  and  neighbours,  that  they  may  have  that 
olefied  anointing  by  which  they  may  know  all  things* 
Spare  no  pains  in  teaching  your  children  and  domef- 
tics  the  things  of  the  kingdom  of  God.  FurniOi 
them  with  good  books  and  all  means  of  inftru£fcion. 
Give  them  time,  and  by  all  means  encourage  them  to 
leek  wifdom.  Let  the  language  of  your  converfation 
and  exampie  to  ail  with  whom  you  are  converfant  be 
that  of  the  ipirit  and  bride.  Say,  Come,  know  the 
XjORD  *,  Come ,  take  oj  the  water  of  life  freely ,* 

I  beseech  all  who  have,  until  this  time,  lived  in 
folly,  now  to  hear  the  language,  and  obey  the  author¬ 
ity  of  God,  in  our  text,  and  get  wifdom,  and  with 
all  their  getting  get  underftanding.  How  long ,  0  ye 
fimple  ones ,  will  ye  love fnnplicity  and  fools  hate  knowledge . 
Turn  ye  at  my  reproof  that  God  may  pour  out  his  fpirit 
unto  you.  Awake  to  the  molt  earned:,  diligent,  and 
prayerful  attention  to  all  the  means  by  which  knowl¬ 
edge  ^  may  be  obtained.  Feel  your  eternally  undone 
condition  without  wifdom.  Feel  your  entire  depend¬ 
ence  on  God  for  it,  and  afk  of  him  who  giveth  libe¬ 
rally  and  upbraideth  not.  Seek  wifdom  in  the  love  of 
it.  Then  will  it  keep  and  promote  you.  Embrace 
her  and  Ihe  will  deliver  to  you  a  crown  of  glory. 

Especially,  I  mod  earneltly  and  affe&ionately  in¬ 
treat  the  young  people,  and  young  heads  of  families 
to  receive  thefe  counfels.  Hear,  ye  children,  the  in- 
itru&ion  of  a  father  %  nay,  the  counfels  of  your  glo¬ 
rious  Creator.  Keep  his  commandments  and  live. 
It  has  been  with  a  view  to  your  benefit,  in  particu¬ 
lar,  that  I  have  compofed  and  now  deliver  this  dif- 
courfe.  It  has  been  the  defire  of  the  brethren  of  this 
church  that  I  would  introduce  the  inftru£tions  which 
I  defigned  to  give  you,  by  a  fermon  on  the  duty  and 

*  Rev.  xxii.  17. 
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Importance  of  obtaining  divine  knowledge.  We  wife 
you  to  accept  it  as  a  pledge  of  our  efteem  and  affec¬ 
tion  for  you,  and  of  our  defires  that  you  might  be 
wife,  ufeful,  and  eternally  happy.  Confider  the  lie- 
cefety  and  worth  of  divine  undemanding,  and  the  ifn- 
ipeakable  weiglit  of  the  inflruclions  which  have  now 
been  given  :  With  what  commands  and  authority 
God  has  bound,  and  is  prefling  you,  and  with  what 
aftonifhing  motives  he  is  alluring  you  to  the  love  and 
pradtice  of  wifdom.  What  can  you  defire  more  than 
is  to  be  found  in  the  enjoyment  of  it  ?  Are  not  all 
her  ways  peace  and  pleafantnefs  ?  Do  you  wiOi  for 
fafety,  fee  will  keep  you?  For  riches  ?  Will  fee  not 
caufe  you  to  inherit  fubftance  and  fill  your  treafures  ? 
Are  there  not  with  her  durable  riches  and  righteouf- 
nefs  ?  Do  you  third  for  honor  ?  Will  fee  not  deliver 
to  you  the  ornaments  of  grace,  and  crown  you  with 
glory  ?  For  life  and  pleafure  ?  Are  there  not  with  her 
length  of  days  and  pleafures  forever  more  ?  Will  you  * 
for  the  guilty  pleafures  of  fin  for  a  moment,  deprive 
yourfelves  of  all  this  good  ?  Blad  all  thefe  glorious 
profpe&s,  and  dwell  with  devils  and  lod  men,  in  eter¬ 
nal  darknefs  and  defpair  ?  Will  you  not  rather  flee 
youthful  luds,  evil  men,  and  evil  practices  ?  Wil]  you 
not  redeem  your  time  from  every  vanity,  and  devote 
yourfelves  to  the  knowledge  and  fervice  of  God  ?  En¬ 
courage  your  minider  and  parents,  glad  heaven  and 
earth  by  your  early  piety  and  good  condua  ?  Furnife 
able  and  good  men  in  church  and  date  ?  Be  blefling& 
in  your  day  and  generation..  Delay  not  a  moment. 
Death  and  eternity  are  hadening  upon  you.  K.eme77ibcr 
now  thy  creator  in  the  days  of  thy  youth .  Seek  firjl  the 
kingdom  of  God.  Know  that  the  wife  flail  inherit  gk- 
rj  ;  but  Jhame  Jhall  be  the  promotion  of  fools * 
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On  the  neceffity  of  a  divine  Revelation. 


I  CORINTHIANS  !.  21. 

*T HE  world  by  wifdcm  knew  not  GOB . 

IT  is  highly  important  in  the  deiftical  controversy, 
to  prove  the  neceffity  of  a  fupernatural  revelation, 
that  man  might  know  and  enjoy  God.  For  if  this  be 
not  neceiTary  it  can  hardly  be  fuppofed  that  God  hath 
ever  made  fuch  a  revelation.  The  deifts  univerfally 
deny  the  neceffity  of  it,  and  maintain  that  the  works 
-of  God  are  amply  fufficient  to  give  man  all  the  infor¬ 
mation  which  he  needs. 

The  deifts  are  men  who  renounce  the  fcriptures, 
and  treat  them  and  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  with 
the  utmoft  abufe,  contempt,  and  ridicule.  'They  call 
themfelves  deifts  from  the  Latin  word  Deus,  God., 
importing  their  belief  of  his  being  and  perfections. 
Their  firit  appearance  was  in  France  and  Italy  about 
the  middle  of  the  fixteenth  century.  They  did  not 
appear  in  England  until  the  prefent  century,  about 
feventy  years  after  their  origin  in  France.*^  They  have 

*  Lelaod’s  view  of  the  deiftical  writers,  Vol.  L  p»  3,  3* 


Dis.  2»  OH  THE  NECESSITY  OF,  &C.  2  1 

written  abundantly  and  fpared  no  pains  to  invalidate 
the  holy  fcriptures,  and  dellroy  the  chridian  religion. 
Their  books  have  been  widely  fpread,  and,  within  a 
few  years,  many  have  been  imported  into  thefe  Amer¬ 
ican  dates.  Numbers,  in  one  place  and  another,  have 
imbibed  their  fentiments,  lamentably  turning  apof- 
tates,  denying  and  blafpheming  the  Lord  who  bought 
them. 

Though  the  deids  are  agreed  in  difcarding  revealed 
religion,  yet  they  are  much  divided,  as  to  their  opin¬ 
ions  in  other  refpe&s.  Though  they  profefs  to  believe 
the  exidence  of  a  God,  yet  fome  of  them  doubt  of 
his  moral  perfections,  and  neither  worfhip  him,  nor 
believe  his  providence.  Some  of  them  acknowledge 
a  future  date,  but  others,  perhaps  the  greated  num¬ 
ber,  like  the  Sadducees  and  Epicureans,  believe  neither 
*  angels  nor  fpirits,  rewards  nor  punilhments.  As  thefe 
fentiments  enervate  all  the  great  motives  to  virtue,  they 
have  generally,  in  all  countries  and  places,  been  men  of 
exceedingly  debauched  lives.  Some  of  them,  never- 
thelefs,  haveexprefied  drong  expectations  of  happinefs; 
as  though  they  imagined  God  was  a  friend  of  infidels, 
debauchees,  and  blafphemers  of  his  name. 

To  guard,  as  far  as  podible,  againd  fentiments  and 
practices  fo  horrible,  fo  dedrudfive  to  perfonal  and  do- 
medic,  to  civil  and  religious  happinefs  *,  and  to  edab- 
lifh  you  in  a  full  and  unfhaken  belief  of  chridianity, 
I  fhall  attempt  your  indrudlion  and  entertainment,  in 
a  fydematical  courfe  of  fermons  on  the  neceflity  of  a 
divine  revelation  ;  on  the  various  evidences  we  have, 
that  God  hath  given  us  fuch  a  revelation  ;  on  the  in- 
fpiration  and  excellency  of  the  fcriptures  ;  and  on  their 
fufficiency  for  all  the  purpofes  of  our  indru£lion,  com¬ 
fort,  and  falvation. 

In  this  difcourfe,  I  fhall  attempt,  with  a  view  to 
fubvert  the  very  fundamentals  of  infidelity,  to  evince 
the  abfolute  neceflity  of  a  divine  revelation,  that  men 
may -truly  know  and  worfhip  their  Creator. 

This  point  is  as  fully  decided  in  our  text,  as  it  can 
be  by  the  authority  of  an  apodle.  He  affirms,  in  the 
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jnofi;  exprefs  terms,  that  tlie  world  by  wifdom  knew 
not  God  .  After  all  the  manifedations  which  he  had 
made  of  himfelf  in  his  works,  which  he  had  made  with  ' 
iuch  aftoniilnng  magnificence  and  wifdom,  after  all 
the  cbfervations  which  mankind  had  made  upon  them, 
in  the  courfe  of  more  than  four  thoufand  years,  with 
a  the  abidance  of  literature,  and  the  utmod  ftretch 
oi  human  genius,  not  one  of  the  fages  of  Athens,  nor 
any  of  the  wife  men  of  Rome,  nor  of  any  other  place 
oi  nation,  had  been  able  to  obtain  the  true  knowledge 
of  God  and  of  the  way  of  falvation.  The  fchools, 
and  the  mod  renowned  cities  of  Greece  and  Rome, 
were  full  of  poets,  philofophers,  and  worldly  wife- 
men  ,  yet  they  knew  not  God.  Men  of  the  greatefb 
learning  and  genius,  the  mod  celebrated  fchools  and 
cities  whereas  really  ignorant  of  him,  and  edranged 
from  him,  as  the  mod  barbarous  nations.  Indeed 
they  were  generally  the  greateft  idolaters  and  the  mod 
depraved  in  their  morals.  Their  wifdom  effected  noth- 
ing,  of  any  benefit,  with  refpetd  to  religion.  All  the 
wife  men,  in  the  fchools,  and  in  the  world,  had  not 
been  able  to  determine  a  point  of  the  fird  importance 
for  man  to  know  ;  what  was  the  chief  good.  There 
were  hundreds  of  opinions  concerning  it,  and  nothing 
could  be  concluded  upon  it  with  any  certainty.*  How 
to  worth :p  God  acceptably,  or  what  would  be  after 
death,  they  had  no  knowledge.  Mod  certainly  there¬ 
fore,  they  needed  a  divine  revelation  to  dired  them. 

But  this  may  be  further  illudrated, 

I.  By  philofophical  principles. 

It  is  of  great  importance  to  man  to  know  what  is 
his  chief  good,  what  is  the  moral  charader  of  God, 
and  what  is  his  own  ;  what  are  the  principles  and  ends 
of  good  moral  conducd  ;  and  what  are  the  grand  de¬ 
signs  of  the  mod  High,  in  the  creation  and  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  univerfe.  But  it  will  appear,  that  man¬ 
kind  have,  in  all  ages,  been  fo  ignorant  of  thefe  great 
points,  as  to  Hand  in  unfpeakable  need  of  a  fupernat- 

*  Varro  recounts  a8S  opinions  relative  to  this  point 
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ural  revelation.  But  further,  it  is  effential  to  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  man  to  know  whether  God  will  be  worfhip- 
*ped  by  Tinners.  How  they  may  come  before  him  with 
acceptance.  Whether  there  is  with  him  forgivenefs 
for  tranfgreflors  ?  And  on  what  terms  rebels  againd 
heaven  may  receive  a  pardon.  What  is  the  Bate  o£ 
the  dead,  and  whether  an  eternity  of  pleafure  or  pain 
will  be  the  future  portion  of  man  are  mod  neceflary 
to  be  known.  But  on  thefe  momentous  points  the 
heavens  and  earth  are  filent  as  the  grave.  There  is 
not,  in  the  works  or  providence  of  God,  the  lead  in¬ 
timation  or  them.  It  is  impoflihle  to  know  the  mind 
and  thoughts  of  a  neighbour  without  fome  communi¬ 
cation  from  him  by  word,  writing,  or  fome  other  per- 
fon,  to  whom  he  had  made  them  known.  How  mucht 
lets  can  men  know  the  mind  of  God  without  a  revela¬ 
tion  ?  Couid  the  wifed  lubject  in  a  kingdom  decipher 
the  defigns  of  a  prince  by  feeing  his  palace  and  equip¬ 
age  ?  Could  he,  by  the  bare  fight  of  them,  without  any 
other  information,  determine,  that  he  would  pardon 
certain  rebels,  who  had  committed  innumerable  trea- 
fons  againd  him  ?  How  much  lefs  can  any  man,  by  a 
view  of  the  footdool  of  his  Creator,  know  that  he 
will  pardon  tranfgreflors  ?  Would  it  not  be  the  height 
of  madnefs  for  a  rebel,  who  had  committeda  thoufand 
treafons,  to  conclude,  that  his  offended  fovereign 
would  forgive  him,  and  that  it  was  fafe  to  venture  in¬ 
to  his  prefence,  without  fo  much  as  hearing,  that  he 
had  ever  granted  a  pardon,  or  made  the  lead  provifion 
to  extend  mercy  to  the  guilty  ?  Efpecially,  if  he  had 
feen  thofe  who  had  rebelled  againd  him  in  numerous 
indances  dedroyed  ?  How  then  can  the  philofopher 
know  that  God  will  pardon  him  or  any  other  (inner  ? 
He  can  produce  no  indance  or  intimation  of  it.  On 
the  other  hand,  he  fees  finners  fwallowed  up  by  inun¬ 
dations,  earthquakes,  and  volcanoes,  dedroyed  by 
fword,  famine,  pedilence,  conflagrations,  and  fire 
from  heaveri  ?  Nay  he  fees  the  whole  race  of  man,  the 
wifed  and  the  bed,  at  lad  dying  in  great  agonies  and 
under  apparent  tokens  of.  divine  difpleafure.  Pardon 
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is  no  doftrine  of  the  Philosophers  or  of  the  religion  of 
nature.  Some  of  the  heathen  philofophers  taught  re¬ 
venge,  and  that  injuries  ought  not  to  be  forgiven.* 
Bid  the  pagan  emperors  and  kings  forgive  their  ene¬ 
mies  ?  Did  they  pardon  ‘thofe  who  rebelled  againfl 
them  ?  By  no  means.  They  burnt  them  alive  :  Gave 
them  to  be  torn  in  pieces  by  wild  beads,  or  to  be  put 
to  death  by  the  moil  cruel  tortures !  What  therefore 
can  be  a  greater  abfurdity  than  the  arguing  of  pardon¬ 
ing  mercy  from  the  light  of  nature  ?  What  greater 
preemption  than  for  an  infidel  to  venture  into  the  di¬ 
vine  prefence  ?  But 

l  i 

II.  Let  an  appeal  be  made  to  facrs.  Let  us  take 
a  furvey  of  mankind  without  a  revelation,  in  the  bed 
countries,  and  in  their  belt  date.  This  will  abundant¬ 
ly  confirm  the  preceding  observations,  and  diow  the 
neceffity  of  a  divine  revelation,  in  a  driking  and  af¬ 
fecting' point  of  light.  Fafts  are  duhborn  things, 
far  more  to  be  depended  on  than  ab draft  reafonings. 
Would  we  know  what  fallen  man  can  do,  by  the  mere 
light  of  nature,  we  mud  confider  what  thofe  nations 
have  done  on  whom  the  light  of  revelation  never  (hone. 

If  we  look  as  far  back  upon  the  various  ages  of 
mankind,  as  facred  or  prcphane  hidovy  will  carry  us, 
we  (hall  find  them,  in  all  places,  where  they  have  been 
left  merely  to  the  light  of  nature,  miferably  ignorant 
of  God,  of  tbemfelves,  of  futurity,  of  pardoning 
mercy,  or  any  acceptable  way  of  worfhipping  God. 
How  much  foever  the  heavens  declare  the  glory  of 
God,  and  the  earth  is  filled  with  his  riches,  it  does 
not  appear,  that  fallen  man  ever,  in  one  indance,  by 
the  force  of  his  own  reafon  and  the  works  of  nature, 
difcovered  even  the  exidence  of  God.  ine  probabil- 

*  Zero  maintained,  that  pardon  is  never  to  be  granted  to 
‘any  one  who  offends  or  injures  us.  One  of  the  phjlofophers 
fpent  his  lad  moments,  in  giving  direflions  how  to  revenge  on 
his  enemy.  Our  modern  deads  pradhleon  the  fame  principles. 
Only  to  revenge  a  little  intuit,  or  offence  refpedling  fome  punc¬ 
tilio,  they  will  even  rifle  their  own  lives.  Nothing  but  a  duel 
can  decide  the  matter.  Revenge  feems  to  be  dearer  to  then) 
than  life.  This  is  the  glorious  religion  of  nature. 
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ity,  from  fails,  is  that  the  idea  was  never  obtained  in 
this  way.  That  there  was  a  revelation  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  is  far  more  probable.  That  God  fhould  cre¬ 
ate  a  world  like  this,  and  fuch  perfons  as  the  firft  man 
and  woman,  and  leave  themto  themfelves,  without  any 
inftruition,  mud  have  been  ftrange  indeed.  How  could 
they  have  known  what  would  vefrelh  and  what  would 
deftroy  them  ?  How  could  they  have  known  the  defign 
of  their  creation,  or  the  ufe  of  the  creatures  ?  Could 
we  fuppofe  a  perfon  to  be  born  with  the  full  ftature, 
ftrength,  and  natural  reafon  of  a  man  at  twenty  years 
of  age,  and  left  in  the  wildernefs,  what  would  he 
know,  or  what  could  he  do  ?  Would  he  be  able  to  find 
the  poife  of  Iris  body  ?  To  (land  or  walk  ?  Would  he 
be  able  to  fpeak  any  language  ?  Would  he  not  as  read¬ 
ily  feed  on  Hones,  fand,  and  pebbles,  as  on  flefh,  ap¬ 
ples,  or  berries  ?  How  could  he  prepare  his  food,  or 
preferve  himfelf  ?  Why  would  he  not  as  readily  feed 
on  poifon,  as  on  flrawberies,  or  a  pine  apple  ?  Sup- 
poling  that  he  might  learn  to  walk  and  eat  before  he 
was  famiihed  with  hunger,  and  that  he  might  fubfift* 
for  a  time,  on  the  fpontaneous  fruits  and  productions 
of  the  earth,  which  perhaps  is  more  than  a  reafonable 
fuppofition,  what  could  premonifh  him  of  the  autum¬ 
nal  frofl  and  wintry  cold,  which  would  deftroy  the 
fruits  and  herbage,  and  at  once  deprive  him  of  all  the 
means  of  fubfifience  ?  Would  he  not  perifh  at  lad  with 
hunger  and  cold  ?  How  exceedingly  would  he  need 
inflru6tion  and  affiftance  ?  Would  the  compaffionate 
father  of  his  creatures  leave  the  rational  and  innocent 
workmanfhip  of  his  own  hands  in  fuch  a  fituatiou  ? 
Would  not  their  creation  have  been  in  vain  ? 

Further,  if  there  w’ere  not  a  revelation  from  the 
beginning,  whence  came  the  univerfa!  tradition  of  a 
fabbath,  and  the  cuftom  of  offering  facrifices,  among 
all  the  ancient  nations  of  the  world  ?  This  mufl  have 
been  from  revelation,  as  the  nations  could  not  have 
all  difcovered  the  duty  of  celebrating  a  fabbath,  and 
agreed  upon  the  fame  day,  as  they  mod  certainly  did* 
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by  the  mere  afliftance  of  nature. #  Much  lefs  could 
they  have  difcovered  the  duty  of  facrihcing  to  appeafe 
the  Deity.  This  was  the  univerfal  pradtice  among  all 
nations,  from  the  earlieil  ages  of  which  hiftory  gives 
us  any  information.  But  reafon  could  give  no  infor¬ 
mation,  on  this  fubjedt  ;  as  it  is  not  reafonable  in  it- 
felf,  or  of  any  fignihcancy  or  benefit,  only  as  it  had 
reference  to  a  fuffering  and  atoning  Saviour.  This 
cannot  therefore  be  accounted  for  on  any  other  fuppo 
fition,  than  that  of  a  fupernatural  revelation. 

If  no  revelation  has  been  made  toman,  where  did 
Mofes  obtain  that  fublime  and  rational  account  which 
he  has  given  us  of  the  origin  of  things  ?  The  deiftical 
writers  fay,  that  he  obtained  it  from  tradition.  But 
if  there  had  been  no  previous  revelation,  how  came 
the  tradition.  If  there  was  no  fuch  thing  as  a  divine 
revelation,  how  came  Mofes  to  give  fo  much  better  an 
account  of  the  origin  of  nations  and  the  peopling  of 
the  earth  than  any  other  writer  ? 

Further,  fuch  perfons  as  have  never  been  able  to 
obtain  the  idea  of  the  exigence  of  a  God,  either  from 
revelation  or  tradition,  appear  never  to  have  had  the 
xemoteft  apprehenfion  or  thought  of  it.  Many  per¬ 
fons  have  been  born  deaf,  and  confequently  have  been 
dumb  from  their  birth  to  manhood,  and  from  all  that 
could  be  known  concerning  them  they  never  have  had 
the  knowledge  or  even  a  thought  of  God.  When  in 
any  inftance  any  fuch  perfon  has  come  to  his  hearing 

*  Bedford,  from  a  variety  of  authors,  both  Chrifliansand 
Heathens,  fhows  that  a  fabbath  was  usiverfally  obferved,  in  the 
patriarchal  ages,  among  all  nations.  See  his  chronology  chap¬ 
ter  I.  p.  7.  Bilhop  Patrick  acquaints  us,  from  Philo,  That  a 
feventh  day  was  fo  univerfally  oblerved  all  over  the  world, 
that  it  was  called  the  univerfal  feltival.  Patrick  on  Genelis  ii.3. 
Heliod,  one  of  the  moll  ancient  Greek  writers,  has  a  fentence 
in  which  he  declares  the  feventh  day  to  be  holy.  Steuchius,  ef« 
teemed  one  of  the  moft  learned  men,  who  ever  flourifhed  in. 
Italy,  affirms,  That  a  feventh  day  was  every  where,  and  in  all  , 
ages,  accounted  venerable  and  holy.  Pool  obierves,  That  He*, 
hod,  Homer,  and  Linus  taught,  That  the  feventh  day  was 
holy,  and  that  on  that  day  all  things  were  perfected*  Synoplir. 
on  Gen.ii,  3. 


Dis.  2. 


DIVINE  REVELATION. 


27 


and  learned  to  talk,  it  has  appeared,  that  he  never 
had  a  thought  of  the  divine  exidence  until  it  was  com¬ 
municated  in  converfation.  Some  inftances  there 
have  been  of  Pagans  who  have  been  brought  into  pro- 
teflant  countries  and  converted  to  Chriflianity,  who 
have  declared,  that  they  had  no  idea  of  a  God  until 
they  had  been  inftru&ed  in  that  truth. f 

Some  whole  nations,  who  have  been  entirely  remov¬ 
ed  from  the  revelation  or  tradition  of  a  God,  have  had 
not  the  lead:  idea  of  him,  nor  fo  much  as  the  name  of 
him.  A  late  writer,  who  lived  among  the  Hottentots* 
and  learned  their  language,  affirms  they  have  not  the 
leafl  idea  of  a  God.  Mr.  Lock  gives  the  fame  ac¬ 
count  of  them  in  his  time.*  Modern  writers  give  us 
no  better  account  of  feveral  Pagan  nations  at  this  day. 
Dr.  Robertfon  obferves,  That  <c  feveral  tribes  have 
<c  been  difeovered  in  America,  which  have  no  idea 
<c  whatever  of  a  Supreme  Being,  and  no  rites  of  r e- 
€t  ligious  worffiip.??J 

f  Prefldent  Clap,  in  his  effay  on  the  nature  and  foundation 
of  moral  virtue,  fays,  “  I  was  well  acquainted  with  a  Negro* 
who  was  a  man  of  fuperior  natural  powers,  and  made  a  profef- 
fion  of  religion  ;  who  told  me  he  was  born  in  the  ifland  of 
Madagafcar,  and  lived  there  till  he  was  about  thirty  years  old  s 
and  in  all  that  time  he  never  had  thought  of  the  being  of  a 
God,  a  Creator,  or  Governor  of  the  world,  or  of  a  future 
Hate  after  death .” 

An  inflance  of  this  nature,  no  lefs  remarkable,  is  given  by 
Dr.  Willots,  in  a  fermon  of  his  on  the  light  of  nature.  He 
relates  a  flory  of  a  man  in  France,  who  was  born  deaf  and 
dumb  :  yet  was  very  knowing,  affive,  and  faithful  in  the  com¬ 
mon  affairs  of  life.  Upon  a  folemn  trial  before  the  biihop,  by 
the  help  of  thofe  who  could  converfe  with  him,  he  was  judged 
to  be  a  knowing  and  devout  Chriffian,  and  admitted  to  the  iac- 
rament  of  the  Lord’s  {upper,  which  he  attended  for  many 
years,  with  all  the  ligns  of  high  devotion,  fuch  as  elevation  of 
hands,  eyes,  &c,  “  At  length  a  large  quantity  of  hard  wax 

was  taken  out  of  his  ears  ;  upon  which  he  could  hear,  and  af¬ 
ter  a  w'hile,  could  fpeak  and  read.  He  then  declared,  that 
while  he  was  deaf,  he  had  no  idea  of  a  God,  or  maker  of  the 
world,  or  of  a  future  Hate  ;  and  that  all  he  then  did,  in  mat¬ 
ters  of  religion,  was  purely  in  imitation  of  others.” 

*  Lock  on  the  human  underffanding,  vol.I.  chap.  IV.  page 
jo  to  58. 

t  See  his  hiftory  of  America,  vol.IL  4th  edition  page  1680 
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Further,  that  the  idea  of  God  was  obtained  by 
revelation  and  not  by  abftradt  reafoning,  from  the 
mere  light  of  nature,  is  evident  in  that  the  knowledge 
of  the  firft  philofophers  concerning  God,  was  wholly 
from  the  traditions  and  cuftoms  which  they  found 
among  the  nations,  and  not  from  any  reafoning  or  the¬ 
ories  of  their  own.  Thales,  Pythagoras,  and  Plato 
were  the  fathers  of  the  Greek  philofophy,  and  the  great 
originals  of  the  Grecian  literature.  But  they  obtain¬ 
ed  their  knowledge  not  by  ftudy  and  argumentation, 
but  by  travelling.  Thales  travelled  into  Egypt,  and 
through  various  countries  and  nations,  and  collected 
all  the  knowledge  which  he  could  find  in  Egypt,  and 
among  the  wife  men  in  the  feveral  countries  which  he 
vifited.  He  advifed  Pythagoras  to  feek  wifdom  in  the 
lame  manner.  He  accordingly  fpent  forty  years  in 
travelling.  Pie  made  the  tour  of  Greece,  Phoenicia, 
and  Babylon.  He  converfed  with  all  the  men  of  emi¬ 
nence  for  learning  in  the  countries  which  he  vifited, 
and  made  a  collection  of  all  the  traditions  which  lie 
could  find  and  judged  worthy  of  notice.  In  this  way 
he  collected  a  great  (lore  of  ancient  traditions  and 
knowledge. 

These  he  taught  as  he  had  learned  them  ;  but 
made  no  attempts  to  prove  the  truths  he  had  received, 
by  reafoning  from  the  works  of  creation  or  providence. 
Plato,  after  his  example,  inftructed  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner,  and  confefTed,  that  his  knowledge  was  derived 
from  a  collection  of  traditions. £ 

These  philofophers  did  not  flourifh  until  after  the 
difperfion  of  the  ten  tribes  among  the  nations  of  the 
Affyrian  empire,  and  the  Jews  and  their  religion  were 
known  among  all  the  nations  of  that  part  of  the  world. 
Thales  was  born  about  the  feconcl  year  of  the  reign 
of  Jofiah,  and  flourifhed,  as  a  philofopher,  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  part  of  his  reign,  and  during  a  confiderable  part 
of  the  reign  of  ManafTeh.  Pythagoras  was  born  about 
forty  years  after  the  capture  of  Jerufalem,  by  Nebu- 

£  This  fa6t  may  be  feen  very  clearly  illuflrated  in  Shuck- 
lord’s  preface  to  his  Connexion  of  facredand  profane  hiflory 
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chadnezzar,  and  fecms  to  have  travelled  to  Babylon 
at  the  time  of  the  captivity,  while  Daniel  was  prime 
minifter,  either  in  the  court  of  Babylon  or  of  Darius 
the  Median.  The  Jews,  at  this  period,  their  priefts 
and  rabbies  were  difperfed  among  all  the  nations  of 
the  Chaldean  and  Perfian  empire.  Pythagoras  lived 
more  than  eighty  years,  until  after  the  return  of  the 
Jews  and  the  building  of  the  fecond  temple.  It  would 
therefore  have  been  admirable  indeed,  if  he  had  not 
feen  and  converfed  with  many  of  the  Jews,  and  learn- 
ed  as  much,  at  lead,  from  them  and  others  with  whom 
they  were  converfant,  as  the  tradition  of  the  creation 
of  the  world,  of  Adam  and  Eve,  and  of  the  exigence 
of  one  God,  of  the  inditution  of  the  fabbath,  and 
of  facrinces.  He  had  all  the  advantages  which  he 
could  have  for  cohering  the  traditions  refpetling 
them,  not  only  from  among  the  Pagan  nations,  but 
from  the  Jews  themfelves.  Socrates  was  about  a  cen¬ 
tury  after  Pythagoras,  and  Plato  did  not  flourifli  until 
■about  three  hundred  and  ninety  years  before  Christ* 
Before  this  time  the  Jews  had  been  fcattered  all  over 
the  Perfian  empire.  Edher  had  been  queen  and  Mor- 
decai  prime  minider  in  the  Perfian  court.  Hence  it 
is  very  evident,  that  all  the  juft  ideas  which  the  Greek 
philofophers  had  concerning  God  and  religion,  were 
from  revelation,  or  traditions  originating  from  that 
fource.  It  cannot  be  fhown,  or  even  made  probable* 
by  any  deid,  or  philofopher,  that  fo  much  as  the  ex- 
idence  of  a  God  has  ever,  in  one  indance,  been  firft 
difcovered  by  the  light  of  nature.  Hence,  as  it  can¬ 
not  be  fhown,  that  mankind  in  their  lapfed  date,  in 
which  they  like  not  to  retain  God  in  their  knowledge, 
and  none  feeketh  after  him,  have  in  any  indance  dif- 
cov^red  even  his  exidence,  by  the  light  of  nature,  or 
that  they  ever  would,  it  molt  certainly  follows  that  a 
divine  revelation  was  abfolutely  neceffary. 

Further,  the  neceffity  of  a  divine  revelation  ap¬ 
pears  evident  from  this,  that  the  Pagan  world  made 
•iio  advances  in  religion  by  reafoning  from  the  works 
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of  Gob  ;  but  the  more  they  fpeculated,  the  Farther 
they  wandered  from  the  truth. 

It  is  exceedingly  evident,  not  only  from  facred,  but 
profane  hiftory,  that  mankind  had,  after  the  flood, 
fome  right  notions  of  God  and  of  the  acceptable  mode 
of  worshipping  him.  The  Tons  of  Noah  and  fome  of 
his  defendants,  in  fe-veral  of  the  ancient  nations,  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  worihipped  the  one  true  God,  in  the 
manner  in  which  Noah  and  Abraham  worihipped  him.* 
But  whatever  right  notions  they  had,  in  tnofe  early 
ages,  it  is  mod  evident,  that  they  made  no  advances 
in  religion,  by  reafoning  upon  it,  but  conflantly  decli¬ 
ned,  and  corrupted  themfelves  more  and  more,  until 
all  true  notions  of  God  and  his  worihip  were  lod,  in 
every  nation  upon  earth,  except  among  the  feed  of 
Abraham,  to  whom  God  was  pleafed  to  reveal  him- 
felf.f  The  Chaldeans  foon  began  to  worihip  the  fun 
and  moon  ;  and,  in  procefs  of  time,  erecled  images  and 
had  their  penates,  or  houfehold  gods.  In  a  little  more 
than  four  hundred  years  after  the  flood,  Abraham,  as 
profane  hiftory  relates,  was  perfecuted  for  his  religion, 
and  God  faw  it  necefiary,  to  prevent  his  church  from 
being  totally  corrupted  and  fwallowed  up  in  the  idol¬ 
atry  and  pollutions  of  the  world,  to  call  him  and  his 
family  from  Chaldea  into  Canaan ;  to  give  him  par¬ 
ticular  indru£tions,  and  covenant  with  him  and  his 
feed.  In  about  feven  centuries  and  an  half  from  the 
-deluge,  the  nations  in  general  loft;  all  true  knowledge 
of  God  and  his  worihip,  became  grofs  idolaters,  and 
were  mod  filthy  and  abominable  in  their  morals. 
They  worihipped  all  the  hod  of  heaven  \  and  made 
images  of  wood  and  done,  and  bowed  down  to  them. 
The  Egyptians  worihipped  bulls,  dogs,  cats,  the  ele¬ 
ments,  the  river  Nile,  and  almod  every  thing  which 

*  See  Shuckford’s  Connexion,  Vol.  I.  from  page  2S0  to 
35a  :  alfo  Jofephus,  Antiquities. 

f  Bedford’s  Chronology,  Book  II.  Chap.  VI.  and  Shuck- 
ford  in  the  volume  and  pages  above  quoted,  on  the  rife  and 
?jprogrefs  of  idolatry, 
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they  imagined  did  them  good.  They  alfo,  with  other 
nations,  facrificed  their  children  to  their  gods,;); 

God  therefore  faw  it  to  be  neceflary  to  redeem  his 
people  from  Egypt,  and  fettle  them  in  Canaan,  as  a 
diftincl  and  feparate  people  from  all  the  reft  of  man¬ 
kind,  that  he  might  prevent  the  total  lofs  of  the  true 
religion. 

During  this  period  of  more  than  two  thoufand  and 
five  hundred  years,  mankind  had  great  advantages  to 
make  advances  in  religious  knowledge.  Their  lon¬ 
gevity,  efpecially  after  the  flood,  is  witnefled  by  pro¬ 
fane  as  well  as  feripture  hiftory.  Adam  lived  with 
his  pofterity  nine  hundred  and  thirty  years,  to  inftrucfc 
them  in  the  nature,  works,  and  worfhip  of  God. 
No  man  perhaps  had  greater  advantages  than  he,  from 
the  mere  force  of  reafon,  experience,  and  obferva- 
tion,  to  obtain  the  true  knowledge  of  God  and  his  wor¬ 
fhip.  Whatever  he  knew,  from  God,  or  his  own 
oblervations,  he  doubtlefs  communicated  to  his  pof- 
terity.  His  pious  fon  Seth  lived  an  hundred  and 
twelve  years  after  the  death  of  his  father.  Methufe- 
lah  who  was  contemporary  one  hundred  and  forty 
years  with  Adam,  and  a  much  longer  period  with  his 
grand-father  Seth,  and  his  godly  father  Enoch,  con¬ 
tinued  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  old  world,  to  in- 
ftruft  them,  until  the  very  year  before  the  flood. 
Within  this  period,  if  we  may  admit  the  feripture  as 
a  credible  hiftory,  Enoch  flourifhed,  preached  right- 
eoufnefs  more  than  three  hundred  years,  and  was 
iranflated.  Noah  had  lived  about  fix  hundred  years 
to  inftruft  the  world,  and  give  them  an  example  of 
holy  living.  Under  thefe  advantages  of  longevity 
and  inftruUion,  it  teems  mankind  might  have  looked 
deeply  into  religion  and  have  been  imiverfally  accept¬ 
able  worfhippers  of  God,  if  the  mere  light  of  nature^ 
even,  with  iome  fmall  degree  of  divine  inftru&ionj 
had  been  fufheient  for  the  afliftance  of  fallen  man. 

t  Bedford’s  Chronology,  Book  II.  Chap.  VI.  and  Dr.  Hen¬ 
ry  Owen’s  fermons  at  the  Boyle  le£ure  ;  efpecially  fermon  X, 
on  the  miracles  wrought  in  Egypt.  See  affo  Pool’s  Synop- 
As?  and  Dr.  Guyfe  on  the  firft  chapter  of  Romans, 
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But  in  (lead  of  making  any  progrefs  in  divine  knowl¬ 
edge,  all  flefh  had  corrupted  his  way  upon  earth,  and 
it  was  filled  with  violence.  God  for  the  wickednefs 

of  men  deftroyed  them  with  a  mod  memorable  de° 
ilru£lion.§ 

If  we  trace  the  hiftory  of  mankind  down  through 
the  whole  patriarchal  age,  until  the  giving  of  the  law 
at  mount  Sinai,  and  the  writing  of  the  five  books  of 
Mofes,  and  downwards  for  a  thaufand  years  from  the 
flood,  we  fhaii  find  the  nations  who  had  no  written 
revelation  conftantly  corrupting  themfelves  and  de¬ 
parting  farther  and  farther  from  all  true  notions  of 
God  and  his  worfhip. 

Y  et  in  this  period  great  events  happened  to  awaken 
and  call  up  the  attention  of  all  men  to  religion,  and 
they  had  many  advantages  for  religious  improvement. 
The  (lory  of  the  deluge,  the  confounding  of  languages 
ut  Babel,  the  defirtidfion  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah, 
the  overthrow  of  Pharaoh,  and  the  planting  of  I  fra  el 
in  Canaan  were  calculated  to  excite  the  mod  earned; 
enquiries  after  God,  and  to  teach  men  his  nature  and 
perfedtions.*  Noah  continued  {three  hundred  years 
after  the  flood  to  teach  his  pofterity  ^  and  Shem  lived 
until  after  the  death  of  Abraham.  Before  the  clofe 
of  this  thoufand  years  from  the  flood,  great  advances 
were  made  in  literature,  both  in  Egypt  and  Babylon, 
But  it  does  not  appear  that  the  nations,  by  all  their 
refearchesandhuman  wifdom,had  obtained, or  advanced 
><one  new  and  juft  idea  of  God  and  his  worfhip.  How 
linking  therefore  is  the  evidence,  that  the  world  by 

§  Profane  hiftory  records  the  univerfal  deluge,  as  a  faft 
known  to  all  nations.  Fagan  writers  alfo  declare  that  it  was  for 
the  great  wickedneis  of  mankind.  The  evidences  of  it  are  to 
he  found  in  all  parts  of  the  earth,  Bedford’s  Chronology,  Chap® 
yi\5*>53>  and  Chap.  XII.  151,  152.  Jofephus,  in  his  An¬ 
tiquities,  quotes  many  authors  to  this  purpofe.  It  appears? 
-that  traditions  of  Noah’s  piety,  and  of  his  falvation  by  the  ark 
were  among  all  the  ancient  nations  of  the  eafh 

*  Thefe  events  were  noticed  by  Pagan  hiftorians.  See 
'  Shuckford,  Bedford,  and  Dr.  Owen,  in  his  fermons  at  the 
•J3oyle  lecture. 
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wifdom  knew  not  God,  and  that  a  fupernatural  reve¬ 
lation  was  abfolutely  neceffary  ! 

From  the  time  of  Ifraefs  taking  pofiefiion  of  the 
land  of  Canaan,  until  the  promulgation  of  the  gofpei 
was  about  fifteen  centuries.  During  this  period  God, 
in  his  providence,  fuffered  mankind  to  try  all  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  human  literature  and  wifdom.  Within  this 
time  the  Babylonian,  Perfian,  Grecian,  and  Roman 
empires,  the  four  great  monarchies  of  the  world, 
flouriflied  in  their  greateft  magnificence  and  fplendor. 
Human  wifdom  and  literature  were  carried  to  the 
higheft  degree  of  eminence  in  the  Pagan  world. 
Greece  and  Rome  abounded  with  men  of  human  wif¬ 
dom  and  fcience.  Their  fchools  and  cities  were  re¬ 
plete  with  poets,  orators,  philofophers,  and  worldly- 
wife  men.  But  they  were  even  in  the  height  of  all 
this  worldly  wifdom  totally  ignorant  of  the  true  knowl¬ 
edge  of  God,  and  of  any  acceptable  mode  of  wor¬ 
shipping  him.  They  had  not  corredleu  any  of  their 
wrong  notions  of  him,  nor  obtained  one  new  Senti¬ 
ment  or  idea  which  was  juft  concerning  him.  Not 
only  the  common  people,  but  the  philofophers,  the 
molt  learned  and  famous  men,  and  the  moft  renowned 
cities  worfhipped  a  whole  rout  of  gods.  Some  were 
male  and  fome  female  ;  and  both  the  philofophers  and 
common  people  afcribed  to  them  all  the  pafiions,  lulls, 
and  crimes  to  be  found  in  the  word  of  men.  They 
imagined  that  Jupiter,  their  fupreme  god,  was  the  fon 
of  Saturn,  that  he  rebelled  againft  him  and  drove  him 
out  of  his  kingdom.  The  wifeft  men  among  the  Ro¬ 
mans  fuppofed,  that  the  gods  could  be  bribed,  and 
confidered  it  as  a  chief  point  of  policy,  when  they 
were  about  to  make  war  with  a  nation,  in  the  firft 
place  to  bribe  their  gods  by  promifing  them  more  wor¬ 
ship  than  they  received  from  the  nations  over  whom 
they  prefided,  and  to  whom  they  granted  their  pro* 
te<5lion.*  What  horrid  ideas  were  thefe  of  God  ! 
Of  what  poflible  advantage  could  they  be  to  mankind  ? 

Deifm revealed,  vol.  I,  See  alfo  Watfords  Apology. 
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The  philofophers,  even  the  bed  of  them,  Socrates, 
Pinto,  Plutarch,  and  Cato  taught  the  mod  filthy  and 
abominable  doctrines  and  practices,  were  polytheids 
in  pradice,  at  lead  maintaining  among  a  multiplicity 
of  inferior  deities,  two  fupreme,  one  infinitely  good 
and  the  other  equally  bad. % 

That  adedting  charader  of  the  Heathen  world 
given  by  the  apodle  in  the  fird  chapter  of  the  Romans 
is  abundantly  witnefTed  by  prophane  hidory.  The 
philo  top  hers  were  abandoned  to  every  fpecies  of  wick- 
ednefs  which  can  debafe  human  nature.  They  were 
knaves,  idolaters,  fodomites,  murderers,  fuicides,  and 
haters  of  the  Gods.f 

*  Deifin  revealed. 

f  Cicero  in  a  later  to  a  friend,  after  the  death  of  his  daugh- 
ter  Julia,  declares,  “  I  hate  the  very  gods,  who  hitherto  have 
been  i'o  profufe  in  their  favors  to  me.”  He  maintained,  That 
men  were  fuperiorto  the  gods,  becaufe  they  atfed  freely,  but 
the  gods  neceflarily.  Healfo  taught  the  Jawfulnefs  of  fimpie 
fornication  and  lays  that  it  was  never  found  fault  with.  Plato 
taught  the  iawfuiitefs  of  the  fame,  and  in  his  book  of  laws  re¬ 
commends  a  community  of  women.  He  advifed  that  foldiers 
fhould  not  be  retrained  from  any  wanton  indulgence,  not  even 
from  the  unnatural  fin.  Cato  turned  an  oppreffor  and  public 
robber,  and  when  he  came  to  be  preffed  with  calamity  was  fb 
diilatisfied  with  divine  providence  and  the  world,  that  he  mur¬ 
dered  himfelf.  Indeed  lelf-murder  was  recommended  and  prac- 
tifed  by  the  beft  of  the  philofopfeers  ;  by  Zeno,  Cato,  Brutus, 
and  others.  Brutus,  after  all  his  mighty  heroifm  and  fhow  of 
virtue,  concluded  his  life  with  this  exclamation  :  “  Virtue,  I 
have  purfued  thee  in  vain,  and  found  thee  to  be  an  empty  name;” 
andithen  killed  himfelf.  Lycurgus  encouraged  tricking  and 
ilealing  by  an  exprefs  law.  Thefe  were  feme  of  the  moft  ex¬ 
cellent  and  famous  among  the  Heathen  philofophers.  Socrates, 
who  is  fo  much  celebrated,  it  has  been  obferved,  was  a  polythe- 
ift  in  practice,  and  he  ordered  a  cock,  at  his  death  to  be  facrifi- 
ced  to  Pfculapius.  Though  both  he  and  Plato  fometimes  talk¬ 
ed  obfeurely  of  one  God,  yet  at  others  they  ipake  favorably 
of  a  plurality  of  deities,  and  recommended  it  to  their  difciples 
to  worlhip  the  gods  of  their  country.  It  is  reprefented  by  the 
writers  of  their  lives,  that  they,  as  well  as  the  other  philofo¬ 
phers,  took  long  journies  by  land,  and  made  dangerous  voya¬ 
ges  by  fea  to  vilit  the  moffc  celebrated  proflitutes  of  their  age. 
The  philofophers  kept  miftrefTes,  let  out  their  wives  for  hire, 
and  committed  crimes  flill  greater  than  it  was  poflible  to  do 
with  women. 
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The  laws  not  only  encouraged,  but  in  feme  in- 
fiances  obliged  the  people  to  commit  grofs  wicked- 
nefs.  The  Greeks  and  Romans  in  the  highefl  Bate  of 
their  refinement  and  literature  encouraged  and  en¬ 
forced  lewdnefa  by  law.  In  fome  of  the  cities  of 
Greece,  fodomy  was  allowed  of  by  law,  and  every 
woman  was  obliged  once  in  her  life  to  proflitute  her- 
ielf  in  honor  to  Venus.* 

The  Heathen  nations  not  only  facrificed  their  chil« 

j 

dren  to  the  gods*  but  fuch  as  they  did  not  like  they 
threw  to  the  wild  beads,  into  pits  or  water,  or  left 
them  to  periih  without  their  care.  Both  the  Greeks 
and  Romans  did  this  in  their  be  ft  eftate.  The  fathers 
had,  bylaw,  the  power  of  life  and  death  over  their  chil¬ 
dren,  and  fuch  as  were  not  left  to  periih  without  their 
care,  were  treated  as  Haves.  Some  of  the  Heathens, 
when  their  parents  grew  old  killed  and  ate  them  ;  others 
fatted  and  ate  their  captives,  nay  their  own  children, 
efpecially  by  their  concubines,  and  when  they  were 
pall  their  teeming  age,  fatted  and  ate  them.  In  x\- 
ihens,  Rome,  Corinth,  and  other  principal  cities,  all 
manner  of  obfeenity  was  praflifed  without  fhame., 
Their  unrighteoufnefs,  falfehood,  and  inhumanity 
were  not  lefs  flagrant  than  their  fllthinds. 

Even  at  Rome,  the  kings  and  generals,  who  had 
been  conquered,  loaded  with  chains  were  driven  into 
the  city,  before  their  conquerors,  to  the  capital.  As 
they  paTed  through  the  flreets,  they  were  infulted,»  in 
their  misfortunes,  by  mimicks  and  buffoons.  Wlten 
the  Romans  had  finifhed  this  inhuman  triumph  and  in- 
fuit,  they  le*d  them  to  their  prifons  and  ftrangled  them. 
It  was  their  common  practice,  to  fuiFer  their  old  and 

*  The  ifle  Cyprus  was  devoted  to  Venus,  and  hiftorians  re* 
late  that  the  women  proflituted  themfelves  to  foreigners.  Stra¬ 
bo  acquaints,  that  at  Corinth  there  was  a  temple  dedicated  to 
her,  belonging  to  which  there  were  mere  than  a  thoufand  prielH 
eifes,  all  common  {trumpets,  trained  to  iewdnefs.  She  was 
worfhipped  in  the  molt  impure  manner.  The  feafts  in  honor 
®f  Bacchus  and  Saturn  were  celebrated  with  drunkennefs  and 
every  fpecies  of  debauchery ;  and  at  thefe  times  they  were 
reckoned  among  the  greateft  virtues. 
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ufelefs  flaves,  who  had  been  worn  out  in  their  fervice, 
to  ftarve  upon  an  ifland  in  the  Tyber.  Their  exhibi¬ 
tions  of  gladiators,  for  common  fhow  and  diverfion, 
was  another  horrid  fcene  of  inhumanity  and  murder, 
calculated  to  infpire  the  fpe&ators  with  the  worft 
feelings  and  to  train  them  to  blood.  The  fwordfmen 
were  fworn  to  fight  until  they  were  killed  :  If  they 
did  not  they  were  put  to  death  by  fire  or  fword,  or  in 
fome  other  cruel  and  violent  manner.f 

Such  was  the  religion  of  nature,  in  the  mod  civil¬ 
ized  and  learned  parts  of  the  Pagan  world,  many  ages 
before,  and  at  the  time  of  the  promulgation  of  the 
gofpel.  Never  was  the  world  in  a  fiate  of  greater 
darknefs  and  corruption,  than  at  the  commencement 
of  the  gofpel  era. 

The  date  of  the  Pagan  nations,  on  whom  the  light 
of  revelation  has  never  fhone,  is  no  better  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time.  The  fame  ignorance  of  God  and  the  fame 
vices,  in  general,  are  to  be  found  among  them.*  The 
Chiriefe,  thofe  ingenious  people  have  no  juft  ideas  of 
God,  or  any  right  mode  of  worfhipping  him. 

Indeed  there  appears,  in  all  the  Heathen  world,  not 
one  juft  thought  of  the  moral  perfections  of  God,  nor 
even  of  fome  of  his  natural  ones :  Not  a  thought  of 
his  infinite  purity,  truth,  and  faithfulnefs,  of  his  om- 
nifcience  and  immutability  :  Not  the  lead  idea  that  he 
was  to  be  fupremely  loved  for  his  ojvn  infinite  amiable- 
nefs,  nor  of  repentance  of  fin,  as  againft  him  :  That 
they  were  under  obligations  to  love  their  neighbour  as 

f  The  Stoics  condemned  all  companion,  and  fome  philofo- 
phers  recommended  revenge.  Plato  acknowledges  that  for- 
givenefs  was  contrary  to  their  doctrine.  Thefe  fadls  and  much 
more  of  the  fame  kind  may  be  found  in  the  book  entitled  De^ 
ifm  revealed,  in  Mr.  Lock  on  the  human  undemanding,  in 
Poofs  Synopfis  on  Romans  firft,  and  in  Dr.  Guyi'e’s  paraphrafe 
and  notes  on  the  fame  chapter  :  Alfo  in  Dr.  Whitby  on  z 
Tim.  i.  10  ;  and  in  Dr.  Edwards'  fermon  before  the  General 
Affembly,  May  8th,  1794. 

*  Mr.  Lock  on  the  human  underftanding,  vol.  I.  from  page 
34  to  35,  and  from  page  50  to  58.  And  Dr,  Robertfon's  hifto- 
ry  of  America.  Let  us  alfo  view  the  date  of  the  ludians  m 
North  America. 
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themfelves  ;  love,  forgive,  and  do  good  to  their  ene¬ 
mies  :  Not  the  lead  idea  of  the  duty  of  truding  in 
God,  of  fubmiffion  to  him,  of  the  forgivenefs  of  fins, 
a  refurreclion,  or  judgment  to  come.  After  all  the 
boadings  which  there  arc  of  the  clear  light  of  nature 
there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  one  right  fentiment 
of  piety  and  righteoufnefs  in  all  the  Pagan  world  :  Not 
the  mod  didant  hint  or  notion  of  the  principles  and 
ends  of  moral  adHon.  How  forcible  and  driking  there¬ 
fore  is  the  evidence,  that  the  world  by  wifdom  knew 
not  God,  and  that  a  divine  revelation  was  abfolutely 
neceflarv. 

J 

But  if  we  fhould  allow,  that  the  philofophers  had 
fome  right  ideas  refpecding  God  and  morality,  this  will 
by  no  means  invalidate  the  argument  in  favor  of  reve¬ 
lation  ;  becaufe  they  might  have  eafily  obtained,  and 
probably  did  obtain,  thefe  originally  from  revelation, 
Phat  the  firlt  philofophers  obtained  their  knowledge 
from  this  fource,  is  evident  from  the  date  of  the  world, 
at  the  time  when  they  lived,  and  from  their  own  con- 
feflions  as  has  been  already  noticed.  That  the  more 
modern  ones  derived  theirs  from  revelation,  or  tradi¬ 
tions  originating  from  it,  is  dill  more  probable.  The 
Pagan  nations  became  more  acquainted  with  the  Jews 
and  their  religion,  the  more  they  approached  towards 
the  gofpel  era.  The  Jews  were  well  known  both  to 
the  Greeks  and  Romans  from  the  time  of  Judas  Mac¬ 
cabeus.  They  were  greatly  oppreded,  and  their  tem¬ 
ple  was  polluted,  by  the  former  ;  and  they  were  in 
league  with  the  latter,  or  in  fubjedtion  to  them,  from 
that  period  until  after  the  promulgation  of  the  gofpel. 
Phree  hundred  years  before  the  public  minidry  of  our 
bledecl^  Saviour,  the  Hebrew  bible  was  tranflated 
into  Greek,  by  order  of  Ptolemy  Philadelphus.  It 
was  depofited  in  the  grand  library  at  Alexandria,  and 
fpread  among  the  nations.  I  here  were  therefore  great 
numbers  of  men,  in  the  various  nations  of  the  Roman 
empire,  well  acquainted  with  the  fcriptures,  and  de¬ 
vout  worfhippers  of  the  true  God,  before  the  afceh- 
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don  of  our  Lord.  It  muft  therefore  have  been  next 
to  impoflible  for  them  to  learn  nothing  from  revelation, 
or  from  thofe  to  whom  it  had  been  made.  It  is  matter 
of  adonifhment  that  they  obtained  no  more  than  they 
knew.  We  have  need  only  to  look  upon  the  Pagan  na¬ 
tions  in  all  pafl  ages,  on  the  American  Indians  and 
other  Heathens  of  the  prefent  age,  to  give  us  the  moft 
affecting  evidence  of  the  necefiity  and  ineftimable 
worth  of  a  divine  revelation. 

III.  The  mod  illuminated  philofophers  of  the  Pa¬ 
gan  world  have  acknowledged  their  need  of  a  divine 
revelation.  They  could  not  by  reafoning  fatisfy  them¬ 
felves,  whether  the  traditions  which  they  had  received 
refpefting  God  and  religion  were  true.  The  more  they 
attended  to  the  fubje£!  of  prayer,  the  way  of  accefs 
to  God,  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  or  any  thing  be¬ 
yond  the  grave,  the  more  they  found  themfelves  em- 
barrafled,  and  to  need  afliftance  from  God.  They 
appear  greatly  to  have  wifhed  for  immortality,  fociety, 
and  communion  with  good  men  after  death ;  but  ac¬ 
knowledged  themfelves  to  be  in  a  date  of  entire  un¬ 
certainty  with  refpe^l  to  them.  Socrates,  Plato,  Ca- 
lo,  and  Cicero  all  doubted  with  refpeft  to  thefe  points. 
Xamblichus,  in  the  life  of  Pythagoras,  fpeaking  of  the 
principles  of  divine  worlhip,  fays,  “  It  is  manifed 
that  thofe  things  are  to  be  done  which  are  pleafing  to 
the  gods  ;  but  what  they  are  is  not  eafy  to  know,  ex¬ 
cept  a  man  were  taught  them  by  God  himfelf,  or  by 
fome  perfon  who  had  received  them  from  God,  or  ob¬ 
tained  them  by  fome  divine  means.”  Plato  has  a  re¬ 
markable  pafiage  in  his  fecond  Alcibiad,  in  which  he 
yeprefents  Socrates  meeting  Alcibiades  as  he  was  going 
to  the  temple  to  pray.  Upon  which  he  proved  to  him 
that  he  knew  not  how  to  perform  the  duty,  and  that  it 
was  not  fafe  for  him  to  make  the  attempt  •,  but  that  he 
Should  wait  for  a  divine  indru£lor  to  teach  him  how  to 
behave  towards  the  gods  and  men  ;  and  that  it  was  ne- 
cefiary  that  God  diould  fcatter  the  darknefs  which  cov¬ 
ered  the  foul*  that  it  might  be  put  into  a  condition  to 


Dis.  2.  DIVINE  REVELATION.  39 

difcern  good  and  evil.*  With  refpeft  to  the  immortality 
of  the  foul,  Semias  is  reprefented  as  faying  to  Socrates* 
Ai  We  mull  put  up  with  the  belt  arguments  we  can  get* 
until  fome  promife  or  revelation  (hall  clear  up  the  point 
to  Cicero  treats  of  the  immortality  of  the  foul  as 

very  doubtful,  and  having  faid  all  in  his  power  in  favor 
of  it,  acknowledges  that  many  great  philofophers  con¬ 
tradicted  his  opinion;  and  concludes  by  obferving, 
which  of  thefe  opinions  is  true  fome  God  muft  tell  us  $ 
which  is  moft  like  truth  is  a  great  queftion.  Seneca 
faid  it  is  what  our  wife  men  promife  but  do  not  prove* 
Socrates  faid  he  was  not  confident,  and  that  it  did  not 
become  a  wife  man  to  b e. J  Thus  thefe  great  men,  the 
greateft  and  beft  of  whom  the  Heathen  world  could  ever 
boaft,  after  all  their  fpeculations,  groped  in  darknefs* 
How  fafely  therefore  may  we  adopt  the  language  of  the 
apoftle,  The  world,  by  wifdom  knew  not  God . 

IV.  Should  it,  after  all  be  granted,  which  doubt- 
lefs  cannot  be  confidently  with  truth,  that  there  has 
been  fome  wife  man,  or  wife  men,  one  among  a  thou- 
fand  or  ten  thoufands,  who,  having  devoted  themfelves 
to  reading  and  fpeculation,  have  by  the  light  of  nature 
obtained  fome  juft  ideas  concerning  God  and  religion^ 
this  would  by  no  means  fuperfede  the  neceflity  of  a 
revelation.  The  world  would  be  little  altered  by  one 
or  two  men,  rifing  up  once  in  an  age,  or  in  ten  or 
fifteen  ages.  The  great  mafs  of  the  common  people 
cannot  give  themfelves  to  ftudy  and  fpeculation.  Few5 
men  are  capable  of  accurately  tracing  the  relation 
between  caufe  and  elFeCl,  and  of  rifing  from  the  latter 
to  the  abftrufe  and  profound  idea  of  a  God.  The 
mafs  of  mankind  know  little  about  caufe  and  effe£b 
and  reafon  little  from  one  to  the  other.  However  eafy 
it  may  be  to  a  mind,  illuminated  with  fcience  and  reve- 

*  Leland’s  view  vol.  i.  p.  n.  Addifon’s  Evid.p.  171. 

f  Edwards’  Mifceilanies  p.  245. 

t  Dr.  Whitby  oh  2  Tim.  i.  10.  Where  he  hath  made  large 
quotations  from  the  philofophers  in  their  own  language,  where 
are  to  be  found  moft  of  the  c«nceffions  above  ;  and  many  others 
by  which  it  appears  that  moft  of  the  philofophers  denied  a  fu¬ 
ture  ftate,  and  all  werein  doubt  concerning  it. 
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lation  to  argue  a  Creator  from  his  works,  yet  it  re¬ 
quires  conliderable  learning  and  obfervation  before  men 
can  enter  into  abftrufe  reafoning.  How  then  could 
the  commom  people  be  convinced  of  truths  which  one 
or  two  men  in  the  world,  or  in  a  number  of  ages 
might  difcover  by  abftraft  reafonings  ?  How  could 
thofe  few  men  eftablifh  their  authority  above  that  of 
all  the  other  great  and  wife  men,  who  would  oppofe 
them  ?  How  would  they  be  able  to  enforce  and  propa¬ 
gate  their  opinions  and  morals  in  oppofition  to  all  the 
pre-conceived  opinions,  prejudices,  and  lufts  of  man¬ 
kind  ?  There  would  be  no  laws  nor  fandtions  to  enforce 
their  opinions  or  the  morals  which  they  might  recom¬ 
mend  ?  The  world  of  mankind,  after  all  'they  might 
difcover,  would  be  left  in  the  fame  ignorant  and  mis¬ 
erable  condition  in  which  they  were  before.  What  ef¬ 
fect  had  the  opinion  of  Pythagoras  and  Socrates  re- 
fpe&ing  the  unity  of  the  deity  to  reclaim  the  world 
from  its  polytheifm  ?  What  have  fpeculative  opinions 
and  natural  religion  ever  done  to  reclaim  mankind  or 
to  meliorate  their  condition  ?  It  has  been  found,  that 
even  true  religion  cannot,  for  any  time,  be  fupported, 
its  do&rines  and  morals  kept  alive  among  mankind 
without  a  handing  revelation,  and  a  cbnftant  public  in¬ 
culcation  of  them,  and  celebration  of  divine  ordinan¬ 
ces.  The  experience  of  all  ages,  and  the  obfervation 
of  wife  men  in  all  places,  wherever  the  true  religion 
has  been  enjoyed,  abundantly  teach  us  this  truth.  It 
was  by  conftant  inftrudtion  that  the  knowledge  of  the 
true  God,  of  his  worfhip  and  of  religion  were  kept  up 
in  the  family  of  Abraham,  and  in  the  Jewifh  church. 
In  this  way  only  have  they  been  preferved  in  the  chrif- 
tian  church.  In  proportion  as  divine  revelation  and 
inftru£Hon,  and  the  chriftian  ordinances  ^have  been 
neglected,  in  any  country,  or  place,  the  knowledge 
of  God,  and  the  knowledge  and  practice  of  religion 
have  declined  or  been  loft.  Chriftians,  who  have  been 
carried  into  Heathen  countries,  or  loft  upon  iflands 
where  they  have  not  had  the  bible  and  Chriftian  in- 
ftru£tion,  in  one  or  two  generations,  have  loft  all  re- 
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ligon,  and  become  Heathens.  Indeed  fuch  as  have  been 
educated  in  Chriftian  families  and  enjoyed  all  the 
means  of  grace,  only  removing  into  new  fettlements 
where  the  means  of  inftru&ion  are  not  ftatedly  enjoy¬ 
ed,  foon  loofe  all  fenfe  of  the  facrednefs  of  the  fab- 
bath,  turn  it  into  a  day  of  mirth  and  paftime,  neg- 
le£f  prayer,  and  live  like  Heathens.  But  natural  re¬ 
ligion,  if  any  fuch  thing  there  be,  has  inftituted  no 
means  of  inftru&ion,  has  no  ordinances,  nor  fanc- 
tions,  never  has  ferved  nor  ever  can  ferve  the  great  in- 
terefts  of  piety  or  righteoufnefs.  All  its  maxims,  fo 
far  as  they  can  be  learned  from  the  Heathen  philofo- 
phers,  are  diretlly  oppofite  to  both.  Hence  after  the 
faireft  conceffions,  and  every  view  which  we  can  take 
of  the  fubjv  2 ft,  a  fupernatural  revelation  appears  to  be 
of  the  higheft  neceftity. 

From  what  has  been  difcourfed  we  are  naturally  led 
to  reflect, 

I.  How  miferable  and  hopelefs  our  condition  would 
have  been,  had  not  the  light  of  the  glorious  gofpei 
fhone  upon  us.  We  fhould  have  been  covered  with 
grofs  darknefs,  and  fitting  in  the  region  and  fhadow 
of  death.  We  might  have  been  changing  the  glory 
of  the  incorruptible  God ,  into  an  image  made  like  to  cor - 
ruptible  man ,  and  to  birds ,  and  J'ourJ'ooted  beajls  and  creep¬ 
ing  things  ;*  bowing  down  to  dumb  idols  and  worfhip- 
ping  the  work  of  our  own  hands.  We  might  have 
been  the  murderers  of  our  tender  babes  inftead  of 
nurfing  and  training  them  up  to  manhood  and  ufeful- 
nefs :  The  deftroyers  of  our  parents  inftead  of  the 
props  and  folace  of  their  withering  years.  Nay,  we 
might  have  been  the  flaves  of  every  luft  which  can 
debafe  human  nature,  and  render  it  miferable.  With~ 
out  the  knowledge  of  our  guilt  or  danger,  or  of  any 
way  of  efcape,  we  might  have  been  plunging  into  the 
-bottomlefs  pit,  into  an  eternity  of  endlefs  punifhment 
and  defpair, 

*  Rom.  i.  2$. 
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II.  How  fhould  we  prize  a  divine  revelation  and 
preached  gofpel,  and  rejoice  in  them  ?  With  what  ar¬ 
dors  of  love  and  gratitude  fnould  we  receive  them  and 
inceflantly  blefs  God  for  them  ?  Thefe  remove  the 
curtain  which  hangs  over  the  grave  and  intercepts 
eternity  from  our  view.  Life  and  immortality  arc 
brought  to  light  through  the  gofpel.  This  brings  us 
the  knowledge  of  a  glorious  refurre£tion  for  the  juft. 
It  {hows  us,  that  this  mortal  fhall  put  on  immortality, 
and  that  death  (hall  be  /wallowed  up  in  victory.  The 
law  of  the  Lord  is  perfect,  imparting  light  to  the  eyes 
and  converting  the  foul.  How  much  more  valuable 
is  it  than  thoufands  of  gold  and  filver  ?  How  much 
fweeter  alfo  than  honey  and  the  honeycomb  ?  Here 
we  fee  the  glorious  things  which  many  prophets  and 
kings  have  defired  to  fee  and  hear,  and  yet  never  en¬ 
joyed  the  privilege.  Who  can  exprefs  the  obligations 
which  we  are  under  to  praife  and  new  obedience  from 
the  enjoyment  of  the  gofpel  ?  O  how  ihould  we  blefs 
the  Lord,  with  all  our  powers,  for  the  holy  fcrip- 
tures  ?  Let  our  hearts  and  tongues,  our  lives,  all  our 
interefts  and  opportunities,  heaven  and  earth  be  for¬ 
ever  employed  in  praifing  him  for  this  ineftimablc 
blefling  ! 

III.  How  fhould  we  pity  and  pray  for  the  poor 
Heathen  ?  For  millions  made  of  the  fame  blood,  capa¬ 
ble  of  the  fame  holinefs  and  happinefs  with  ourfelves  5 
and  yet  perifhing,  without  God,  without  Christ, 
and  without  hope  in  the  world  ?  How  cheerfully  and 
zealoufly  ftiould  chriftians  employ  their  money,  their 
wifdom,  labors,  and  prayers,  that  the  gathering  of 
the  nations  may  be  to  the  divine  Shiloh,  and  that 
they  may  know  by  experience  that  his  reft  is  glorious  ? 

IV.  We  are  taught  in  a  ftrong  and  affedling  point 
of  light  the  falfehood  and  criminality  of  deifm. 

It  appears,  that  the  very  leading  fentiment  of  infi¬ 
dels,  that  a  revelation  from  God  is  unnecefiary,  is 
utterly  falfe  and  groundlefs.  It  contradi£ls  the  clear¬ 
ed  arguments  from  reafon,  is  wholly  inconfiftent  with 
experience  and  the  plained  fa£ts;  upon  the  trial  of 
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thoufands  of  years  :  Nay,  with  the  fentiments  and 
confeflions  of  the  moil  famous  phiiofophers  of  the 
Fagan  world.  It  is  ilrikingly  contradicted  by  the  pref- 
ent  (late  of  all  nations  now  upon  earth  on  whom  the 
light  of  revelation  has  not  (hone.  There  is  not  one 
which  appears  to  have  any  true  and  confident  ideas  of 
God  or  his  worihip.  It  is  repugnant  to  the  faith  and 
practice  of  the  wifeft  and  beft  men,  in  all  ages  of  the 
Jewiih  and  Chriilian  church,  who  have  embraced  di¬ 
vine  revelation  and  ventured  their  eternal  all  upon  the 
truths  of  it.  It  contradicts  the  whole  tenor  and  de~ 
fign  of  the  fcripture,  and  all  the  evidence  which  we 

have  of  its  divine  original. 

There  is  alfo  in  deifm  intolerable  haughtinefs  and 
prefumption,  as  infidels  fet  up  themfelves  and  their 
fentiments  not  only  againft  the  opinions  of  the  great- 
eft  fages  of  the  Pagan  world,  but  againft  thofe  of  all 
the  great  and  learned  characters  among  Chriftians,  and 
of  the  whole  Chriftian  world  ;  and  as  they  refufe  to 
be  taught  by  God  himfelf.  Their  prefumption  ap¬ 
pears  inconceivably  great,  as  they  run  the  rifk  of  infi¬ 
nite  lofs  and  punifhment,  and  venture  endlefs  happi- 
nefs  upon  mere  conjecture  and  whim.  They  expect 
either  to  be  deprived  of  exiftence,  at  death,  or  that 
God  will  fave  them,  without  the  lead  evidence.  They 
have  not  the  lead  promife  or  intimation  from  God, 
that  he  will  pardon  and  fave  finners,  but  many  inti¬ 
mations  of  his  wrath  againft  them,  in  the  difpenfa-* 
tions  of  his  providence,  exclufive  of  the  awful  threat- 
enings  of  his  word. 

Deism  is  ineffably  criminal  and  cruel.  Criminal, 
as  it  makes  God  a  liar,  as  it  treats  his  fon  and  the 
holy  fcriptures  in  the  mod  blafphemous  manner.  It 
treats  the  Saviour  of  the  world  as  an  impoftor,  his 
holy  apoftles  and  prophets  as  the  greateft  deceivers, 
and  the  fcriptures  as  a  mere  fable  and  impofition.  It 
robs  God  of  the  honor  of  all  that  worfhip  which  he 
hath  inftituted,  and  of  his  wifdom,  power,  and  mercy 
in  the  falvation  of  finners.  It  tends  direcTly  and  to¬ 
tally  to  fruftrate  the  darling  fcheme  of  the  heavenly 
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I'ather,  and  to  deftroy  Ills  rational  creatures.  It  tends 
not  only  to  weaken,  but  entirely  to  fet  afide  all  the 
great  motives  to  virtue.  It  leads  to  a  total  corruption 
or  manners,  and  to  reduce  us  back  again  to  the  igno¬ 
miny  and  wretchednefs  of  heathenifm.  It  is  entirely 
mimical  to  domeftic  and  civil  order  and  happinefs,  as 
at  deftroys  the  focial  virtues  and  introduces  all  the  vices 
y  which  the  community  is  made  weak,  contemptible 
and  miferable. 

.In  a11  refpe£s  it  is  cruel.'  Cruel,  as  it  de¬ 

prives  men  of  all  the  inward  pleafures  and  joys  of  ho¬ 
ly  living  :  Of  the  external  peace  and  fafety,  origina¬ 
ting  from  righteoufiiefs,  truth,  mercy,  and  faithful- 
neis.  It  is  cruel,  as  it  robs  men  of  the  nobleft  fup- 
pjrts  and  the  mo  ft  glorious  profpects  amidft  all  the 
trials  of  life,  and  in  the  awful  moments  of  diffolution. 
It  is  cruel,  far  more  cruel,  than  the  grave,  as  it  de¬ 
prives  men  or  the  dignity  and  bleiTednefs  of  eternal 
jiife,  and  leads  aireCtly  down  to  the  dreary  regions  of 
endlefs  defpair  and  woe.  *  G 

In  a  word,  how  fhould  we  pity  and  pray  for  the 
•unhappy  men  who  are  fallen  into  this  fatal  deiufion  ; 
and  employ  all  means  in  our  power  to  reclaim  them  ? 
Idow  fhould  .heads  of  families,  minifters,  teachers  of 
fchools  and  colleges  employ  their  united  exertions  to 
refute  and  by  all  means  guard  again!!,  principles  fo 
fatal  to  our  chuiclies  ,  lo  inimical  to  pcrfonal,  domef¬ 
tic,  civil,  and  religious  order  and  happinefs  ?  Love  to 
/Jod  and  concern  for  his  honor,  and  the  welfare  of  his 
kingdom  ;  to  individuals,  to  the  community  at  lar^e, 
to  the  prefent  generation,  and  tepofterity,  challenge’ 
that  our  warmed  zeal  and  mod  fpirited  efforts  fhould 
be  perleveringly  directed  to  this  great  point. 
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On  the  Divinity  of  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old 

Teftament. 


HEBREWS  1.  r. 

GOD,  who  at  fundry  times,  and  in  divers  manners, /poke 

in  time  paji  unto  the  fathers  by  the  prophets. 

& 

HAVING,  in  the  preceding  difcourfe,  attempted 
to  fhow  the  neceffity  of  a  divine  revelation,  I 
{hall  now  proceed  to  evince,  that  God  has  indeed  given 
to  mankind  fuch  a  revelation,  and  laid  a  fure  founda¬ 
tion  for  the  reviving  and  bleffed  hope,  which  the  good 
man  entertains  of  eternal  life  The  words  which 
have  been  read  are  a  noble  atteftation  to  the  truth  and 
divinity  of  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  Teftament. 
They  affirm,  that  in  all  thofe  numerous  ways,  and 
different  times  in  which  the  fcriptures  were  communi¬ 
cated,  and  in  the  various  parts  of  them,  God  fpake 
to  the  fathers,  by  the  prophets.  All  that  was  fpoken 
to  the  patriarchs  before  Mofes,  to  Mofes'himfelf,  and 
by  him  to  the  people  *,  all  that  was  fpoken  by  fucceed- 
ing  prophets,  before  the  coming  of  Christ,  Gop 
fpake.  They  were  his  words  fpoken  by  the  prophets.. 
Therefore  the  text  confirms  all  the  parts  of  the  Old 
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Teftament,  as  a  book  of  divine  truth,  written  by  the 
direction  and  infpiration  of  the  God  of  truth.  In 
other  paflages  of  the  New-Te (lament,  we  have  decla¬ 
rations  to  the  fame  efFed:.  The  prophets  are  repre¬ 
sented  as.  governed  wholly  by  the  fpirit  of  Christ, 
in  all  their  refearches  after  truth,  and  in  all  they  de¬ 
livered  to  the  church.  Of  which  falvation  the  prophets 
have  enquired ,  and  fearched  diligently ,  who  prophefied  of 
the  grace  that  Jhould  come  unto  you  :  fearching  what ,  or 
•what  manner  of  time,  the  fpirit  of  CHRIST  which  was 
in  them  did  ftgnify,  when  it  tef  if  ed  before  hand  the  fuf 
firings  of  Christ ,  and  the  glory  which  Jhould  follow  * 
To  the  fame  purpofe  is  2  Peter  i.  21.  For  the  prophecy 
came  not  in  old  time  by  the  will  of  man ,  but  holy  men  of 
God  fpake  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  GHOST.  In 
thefe  paffages,  ail  which  the  prophets  forefaw,  pre- 
di&ed  and  wrote  is  declared  to  have  been  forefeen  and 
fpoken  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  It  is  affirmed  that  it 
came  not  by  the  will  of  man,  not  according  to  the 
will  of  the  prophets  themfelves,  or  of  any  other  men, 
not  by  any  contrivance,  defign,  or  private  purpofe  of’ 
theirs,  or  to  ferve  any  human,  or  finifter  ends  ;  but 
was  delivered  wholly  by  the  influence  and  diredion  of 
the  divine  fpirit. 

From  the  text  and  tnefe  parallel  paffages  of  fcrip- 
ture,  I  am  warranted  to  make  the  following  remark* 

.  rf hat  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  Teftament  are  a 
divine  revelation,  given  by  God  himfelf,  and  moft 

certainly  to  be  depended  on  in  all  matters  of  faith  and 
pradice. 

For  the  further  illuftration  of  this  truth  we  will  at¬ 
tend  particularly  to  the  divine  legation  of  Mofes,  and 
the  evidence  that  the  pentateuch,  or  five  books  written 
by  him,  are  of  divine  authority;  and  then  contemplate 
the  evidence  that  other  parts  of  the  Old  Teftament 
are  a  divine  word. 

That  Mofes  was  commiffioned  and  fent  of  God, 

and  that  the  pentateuch  is  of  divine  authority  may  be 
proved, 

#  1  Peter  i.  10,  11. 
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I.  From  the  fa£s  related,  and  the  circumftances 
attending  them,  which  ihow  that  they  could  not  but 
be  true. 

That  mankind  had  a  revelation  from  the  beginning 
is  very  certain  from  feveral  things  obferved  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  difeourfe.  As  man  is  a  rational  creature,  ca¬ 
pable  of  moral  government,  and  a  Reward  of  his  great 
matter,  entrufted  by  him  with  many  of  his  goods,  fo 
it  appears  exceedingly  necettary,  that  there  fhould  be 
an  exprefs  law,  with  proper  fan£lions,  to  direcT  his 
conduct  and  animate  him  to  duty  *,  to  awaken  his  fears 
of  rebellion  againft  his  Creator,  and  of  unright- 
coufnefs  and  cruelty  towards  the  human  kind.  As 
the  divine  mind  is  unfearchable  and  infinite,  and  his 
xounfels  and  ways  cannot  be  fearched  out  5  as  man  has 
no  innate  ideas,  but  obtains  all  his  knowledge  by  ex¬ 
perience,  obfeTvation,  inftru&ion,  and  his  own  rea¬ 
soning  upon  what  he  obferves  and  learns  ;  and  as  the 
progrefs  of  the  mind  in  knowledge  is,  at  firft,  very 
flow  and  gradual,  it  feems  abfolutely  necettary  that 
'man,  at  the  firft,  fhould  have  been  inttru£ted  by  God 
himfelf.  He  had  no  human  being  to  give  him  infor¬ 
mation.  His  duty  to  God,  to  mankind,  and  to  the 
irrational  creatures,  in  the  various  relations  which  he 
fuftained,  or  might  fuftain,  in  the  peculiar  circum¬ 
ftances  in  which  he  was  created,  or  in  which  he  foon 
might  be,  was  exceedingly  extenfive  and  various.  To 
fuppofe  that  he  could  at  once  know  this,  without  in- 
ftru£tion,  experience,  or  any  kind  of  intimation  from 
God  is  the  height  of  abfurdity.  How  much  time  and 
inftrudtion,  under  all  the  advantages  enjoyed  even  by 
Chriftians,  are  necettary  to  bring  perfons*  even  of  a 
good  genius,  to  a  tolerable  underftanding  of  the  va¬ 
rious  branches  and  vaft  extent  of  duty  ?  How  little  of 
this  would  a  man  know  who  fhould  be  born  in  a  wilder- 
neis  and  fecluded  from  all  human  fociety,  even  to  the 
clofe  of  a  life  of  an  hundred  years  ?  From  thefe  con- 
fiderations  it  appears  moft  rational  to  fuppofe,  and  ex¬ 
ceedingly  probable,  that  God  revealed  himfelf  to  man 
in  the  day  of  his  creation. 
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But  waving  all  confiderations  of  this  kind,  I  pro¬ 
ceed  to  ftate  a  number  of  fads  and  circumflances  rel¬ 
ative  to  the  legation  of  Mofes,  and  the  divinity  of  his 
books.  3 

That  there  was  very  anciently  fuch  a  nation  as  the 
Jews,  fuch  a  perfon  as  Mofes,  and  fuch  books  as  thofe 
of  the  pentateuch  written  by  Mofes,  and  that  they 
are  the  mod  ancient  of  any  writings  with  which  man¬ 
kind  have  any  acquaintance  is  abundantly  evident  from 
a  great  variety  of  teftimony 

Moses  led  the  Ifraelites  out  Egypt  in  the  year  of 
the  world  2513,  1487  years  before  the  birth  of  our 
bleffed  Saviour.*  The  five  books,  called  the  penta¬ 
teuch,  were  written  between  this  time  and  his  death, 
which  was  in  the  year  of  the  world  2553.  That  Mo¬ 
fes  wrote  thefe  books  is  evident  from  their  contents, 
from  the  teftimony  of  the  whole  nation  of  Ifraei  from 
that  time  until  the  Jew's  ceafed  to  be  a  church  ;  and 
this  is  witneffed  by  the  book  of  Jofhua,  and  by  far 

the  greateft  part  of  the  fucceeding  writers  of  the  Old 
Teftament. 

f 

In  the  books  themfelves,  it  is  written,  And  Mofes 
came  and  told  the  people  all  the  ‘words  of  the  LoRDy  and 
all  the  judgments  :  And  Mofes  ‘wrote  all  the  words  of  the 
LORD.  And  he  took  the  hook  of  the  covenant  and  read  in 
the  audience  of  the  people. \  fhefe  he  the  journeys  of  the 
children  of  Ifraei  which  went  forth  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypt ;  and  Mofes  wrote  their  goings  out  according  to  their 
journeys ,  by  the  commandment  of  the  Lord.%  Thefe  are 
the  commandments ,  and  the  judgments  which  the-  Lord 
commanded  by  the  hand  oj  Mofes ,  unto  the  children  of  If- 
h  acly  in  the  plains  of  Moaby  by  j or dan  near  fericho.  jj 
And  it  came  topafs  when  Mofes  had  made  an  end  of  wrL 

*  This  is  according  to  the  common  computation,  fee 
Prince  s  and  Bedford’s  chronology.  This  is  fixed  by  the  Jives 
of  the  Patriarchs,  byeclipfesof  the  fun,  changes  and  fulls  of 
the  moon  and  a  great  variety  of  faffs  and  circumflances  which 
cannot  with  any  color  of  reafon  be  gainfayed.  See  Bedford’s 
elaborate,  ingenious,  and  learned  calculations  and  tables. 

T  Exodus  xxiv.  3,  4,  7.  J  Numbers  xxxiii.  1,  2 . 

II  Chap,  xxxvi.  13. 
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ting  this  law  in  a  booh ,  ant’d  they  were  finiJJjed ;  that 
Mofes  commanded  the  JLevites  which  bare  the  arh  of  the 
covenant  of  the  L  ORD ,  faying ,  cTake  the  book  of  the  lawy 
and  put  it  in  the  fide  of  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the 
L  ORD  your  God ,  that  it  may  be  there ,  for  a  witnefs 
againf  thee Thus  the  books  of  Mofes  claim  him  for 
their  author,  and  to  have  been  fpoken  and  written  by* 
him  according  to  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  ; 
and  to  be  in  fa£t  no  other  than  the  commandments  of 
the  moft  high  God.  Joffiua,  who  was  the  conftanC 
minifter  of  Mofes,  and  immediately  fucceeded  him  in 
the  command  of  the  chofen  tribes,  often  refers  to  this 
Jaw  of  Mofes  ;  on  various  occafions,  repeats  many 
things  from  the  pentateuch,  and  in  the  worfhip  of 
God,  in  the  divifion  of  the  land,  in  the  appointment 
of  the  cities  of  refuge,  and  all  other  matters  of  civil 
and  religious  importance,  he  conduced  every  thing 
according  to  the  commandment  and  law  of  Mofes. 
In  his  last  addrefs  to  the  people,  in  the  clofe  of  his 
life,  he  moft  earneftly  enjoined  it  upon  them  to  keep 
the  law  of  Mofes,  and  not  to  turn  from  it  to  the  right 
hand  or  the  left.^f  How  the  law  and  writings  of 
Mofes  are  confirmed  by  the  other  facred  writers,  and. 
by  the  whole  Jewifti  church  will  be  more  particularly 
fhown  in  a  fucceeding  part  of  this  difeourfe. 

Special  attention  {hall  now  be  paid  to  certain  other 
fads  and  circumftances  related  in  thefe  books.  They 
affirm,  That  upon  Mofes’  ftretching  out  his  rod  the 
rivers,  ftreams,  ponds,  and  pools  or  Egypt  became 
blood,  and  that  there  was  blood  in  veffels  both  of 
wood  and  (tone  throughout  all  the  land  of  Egypt ;  and 
that  the  river  Nile  ftank,  and  the  Egyptians  could  not 
drink  or  the  water  :  I  hat  at  his  word  frogs  were  fent, 
the  duft  of  the  earth  was  turned  into  lice,  and  the 
whole  land  plagued  with  fwarms  of  flies  :  That  he 
fent  a  murrain  upon  their  cattle,  and  plagued  them 
wkh  thunder  and  hail,  iocufts  and  darknefs  ;  and  flew 

§  Deut*  xxxi.  24,  26.  t  Jefliua  xxiii.  6. 
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all  the  firft-born  in  the  land  of  Egypt  :  And,  that  by 
thefe  mighty  wonders,  he  brought  the  Ifraeiites  out  of 
the  houfe  of  their  bondage,  and  led  them  fafely  thro' 
the  fea  :  That  upon  the  ftretching  out  of  the  hand  of 
Mofes,  it  returned  to  its  iirength,  and  drowned  Pha- 
raoh  and  all  his  hods.  They  declare,  that  while  all 
the  plagues  abovementioned  fell  upon  the  Egyptians, 
the  Ifraeiites  were  in  perfeft  fafety  •,  and  that,  at  the 
prayer  of  Mofes,  the  plagues,  in  various  indances 
were  removed  from  the  Egyptians.*  They  alfo  relate 
that  God  went  before  the  Ifraeiites  in  a  pillar  of  cloud 
by  nay,  and  of  fire  by  night  :  That  in  that  great  event 
of  palling  through  the  fea,  the  pillar  of  the  cloud  re¬ 
moved,  and  came  between  the  camp  oj  the  Egyptians , 
find  the  camp  of  lfrael  and  •was  a  cloud  and  darknefs  to 
them,  but  gave  light  by  night  to  thefe ;  fo  that  the  one 
came  not  near  the  other  all  the  night. f  Thefe  books  fur¬ 
ther  witnels  that  God  came  down  upon  mount  Sinai  in 
a  mod:  majeftic  and  awful  manner  in  the  fight  of  ah 
lfrael.  And  it  came  to  pafs  on  the  third  day  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  that  there  •were  thunders  and  lightnings ,  and  a  thick 
cloud  upon  the  mount ,  and  the  voice  of  the  trumpet  exceed¬ 
ing  loud  :  fo  that  all  the  people  that  •was  in  the  camp , 
trembled.  And  Mofes  brought  forth  the  people  out -of  the 
camp  to  meet  with  God ,  and  they  flood  at  the  nether  pari  of 
the  mount.  And  mount  Sinai  was  altogether  on  a  fmoke , 
becaufe  the  L.ORD  defcended  upon  it  in  fire  :  And  the  Jmqke 
thereof  afcended  as  the  fmoke  of  a  furnace ,  and  the  whole 
mount  quaked  greatly.  And  when  the  voice  of  the  trum¬ 
pet  founded  long ,  and  waxed  louder  and  louder ,  Mofes 
fpake ,  and  Goi)  anfwered  him  by  a  voice. \  And  the  fight 
efi  the  glory  oj  the  Lord  was  like  devouring  fire  on  the 
top  oj  the  mount ,  in  the  eyes  oj  the  children  oj'  lfrael .§ 
And  the  LORD  talked  with  you  face  to  face  in  the  mount , 
cut  oj  the  midjl  of  the  fire.  ||  Another  very  remarkable 
faft  is  recorded  in  thefe  feriptures,  That  Mofes  gave 
the  Ifraeiites  manna  from  heaven,  and  water  from  the 
rock,  and  without  fowing  or  harveft,  fuflained  their 

*  Exodus  vii. to  xiv.inclufively.  f  Exodus  xiv.  20. 

i  Exodus  xix.16,17, 18, 19.  $  Chap. xxiv.  17.  |[Deut,  v.4. 
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numerous  armies  forty  years  in  a  barren  wildernefs. 
And  the  children  of  Ifrael  did  eat  manna  forty  years  until 
they  came  to  a  land  inhabited ;  'They  did  eat  manna  until 
they  came  unto  the  borders  of  the  land  of  Canaan.^  And 
thou  foalt  f  'mite  the  rock ,  and  there floall  come  water  out  of 
it ,  that  the  people  may  drink .  And  Mofes  did  fo  in  the 
fight  of  the  elders  of  Ifrael  A 

These  are  fome  of  the  wonders  wrought  by  Mofes, 
the  fervant  of  the  Lord,  or  rather  by  God  himfelf, 
through  his  indrumentality,  to  confirm  his  million, 
and  the  divinity  of  what  he  fpake  and  wrote.  They 
were  events  concerning  which  the  people  could  not  be 
deceived,  and  of  which  a  child  of  ten  years  was  capa¬ 
ble  of  giving  a  fubdantial  evidence.  All  Ifrael,  from, 
the  child  to  the  man  of  grey  hairs,  could  certainly  know 
whether  they  walked  through  the  fea,  as  upon  dry 
ground ;  whether  they  faw  the  Egyptians,  in  the 
morning  dead  upon  the  fea  (Iiore  ;  whether  they  faw 
mount  Sinai  all  on  a  flame  and  quaking  to  its 
centre,  and  were  filled  with  quaking  and  aftonifh- 
ment  themfelves,  when  the  trumpet  founded  loud¬ 
er  and  louder,  and  God  gave  the  law  with  fuch 
figns  of  majefty  and  glory.  It  is  impoflible  but  that 
they  fhould  know  whether  they  fed  forty  years  upon 
manna,  and  whether  they  and  their  flocks  drank  wa¬ 
ters  from  the  rock  of  flint.  Thefe,  with  many  other 
things  which  have  been  noticed,  were  calculated  to 
awaken  all  their  attention,  and  to  make  the  moil  deep 
and  lading  impreffions  on  the  feelings  and  memories 
of  old  and  young.  They  could  no  more  be  deceived 
with  refpefi  to  them,  than  they  could  with  refpe£f  to 
their  fight  of  the  fun  and  ftars,  or  their  knowledge  of 
their  own  exiftence.  Thefe  alfo  were  all  works  of  the 
greatefl  notoriety,  wrought  before  a  whole  nation, 
confiding  of  millions  of  people. f  Some  of  them 
were  of  long  continuance,  and  their  efiedls  vifibie, 
great,  and  permanent. 

1  Exodus  xvi.  35.  *  Chapter  xvii.  6. 

f  Mofes  relates,  that  there  were  600, coo  men;  the  whole 
number  of  men,  women,  and  children  therefore  cannot  reafon- 
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Moses  has  not  ojrly  recorded  thefe  and  other  fimilar 
events,  as  they  took  place  in  Egypt,  at  the  red  fea, 
and  m  the  wildernefs  ;  but  in  his  laft  addrefs  to  the 
Ilraehtes  juft  before  his  death  appeals  to  them,  as  to 
t  e  truui  of  his  hiftory,  and  the  works  he  had  related* 
and  the  divine  authority  of  his  law.  He  declares  to 
them,  that  their  eyes  had  feen  thole  great  things  ;  and 
hence  urges  them  to  keep  all  the  law  which*  he  had 
given  them.  Now  therefore  hearken,  O  Ijrael,  unto  the 
Jtaiutes ,  and  unto  the  judgments  which  I  teach  you ,  for  U 

°  i'  f'r  may  ^ve’  Ye  flail  not  add  u?ito  the  word 

which  I  command  you ,  neither  flail  ye  diminifl  ought  from 
it,  t  a  at  ye may  keep  the  commandments  of  the  Lord  your 
OD  which  I  command  you.  Tour  eyes  have  feen  what 
the  L  ORD  did  becaufe  of  Baal  Peer.  Take  heed  to  thy  [elf 
left  thou  forget  the  things  which  thine  eyes  have feen  f  Sbe- 
cjaLh  the  day  when  thoufoodejl  before  the  Lord  thy  God 
2n  hdoreb,  and  the  mountain  burnt  with  fire  unto  the  midfi 
cf  Heaven ,  with  darknefs ,  clouds ,  and  thick  darknefs. 
Jind  the  L  ORD  flake  unto  you  out  of  the  midfi  of  the  fire  A 
Who  brought  thee  forth  water  out  of  the  rock  of flint J  who 
fed  thee  in  the  wildernefs  with  manna ,  which  thy  fathers 
knew  not.§  Had  not  theie  been  faCts  mod  certainly 
Known,  and  believed  by  the  Ifraelites,  nothing  could 
have  been  more  ahfurd  than  this  appeal  to  them,  and 
the  injunction  of  obedience  from"  a  confideration  of 
fuen  marvellous  events.  It  would  have  been  the  high- 
eit  affront  to  the  underftandings  of  the  people  ;  it 
■would  alfo  have  ruined  the  chara&er  of  Mofes,  and 
made  him  appear  like  a  deceiver  and  a  madman. 

Further,  Jofhua,  at  the  clofe  of  his  life,  appeals 
m  the  fame  manner  to  the  people  that  thefe  fa&s  were 
t*uc,  and  tnat  they  themlelves  had  leen  and  known 
them  $  and  they  at  the  fame  time  lolemnly  atteft  them. 
Ifefi  Mofes  alfo  and  Aaron ,  and  I  plagued  Egypt  :  And 
the  Egyptians  purfued  after  your  fathers ,  and  when  they 

a  Jy  ke  eftimated  atlefs  than  two  millions  and  an  halfor  three 
millions. 

1  Deut.  iv.  1,  2y  3,  9,  10,  11,  12.  $  Chapter  viii.  15,  16* 
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cried  unto  the  L  ORB,  he  brought  the  fea  upon  them  and  cov* 
ered  them  ;  and  your  eyes  have  feen  what  I  did  in  Egypt* 
Now  therefore ,  fear  the  LORD ,  and  ferve  him  in fmcerity 
and  truth .  >4^/  the  people  ahfwered  and  faid,  Lhe  LORD 

our  God ,  it  is  that  brought  us  up ,  and  our  fathers  out 
of  the  land  of  Egypt,  from  the  houfe  of  bondage,  and  which 
did  thofe  great ftgns  in  our  fight.  * 

Thus  the  deliverance  of  Ifrael  from  Egypt  their 
pnflage  through  the  fea,  and  the  wonderful  events  at¬ 
tending  them  in  the  wildernefs  and  their  fettlement 
in  Canaan  are  attefted  by  millions  of  people.  Mofes, 
Jofhua,  and  the  whole  nation  of  Ifrael  muR  all  have 
been  the  moft  notorious  liars,  and  there  muft  have 
been  Inch  a  combination  in  falsehood  as  has  no  paral¬ 
lel  upon  earth,  or  elfe  the  faffs  recorded  muft  have 
been  true. 

Besides,  there  were  many  circumftances  attending1 
and  moft  intimately  .con  ne  fled  with  this  hiftory  of 
faffs,  and  incorporated  into  the  laws  of  the  nation, 
and  became  parts  of  their  worfhip  and  polity,  which 
were  Handing  memorials  and  atteftations  of  thefe 
faffs.  Particularly  the  pullover,  the  days  of  unleav¬ 
ened  bread,  the  Jewifh  fabbath,  and  the  redemption 
of  the  firft-born.  The  celebration  of  thefe  inftitu- 
lions,  and  the  attention  given  to  the  redemption  of 
the  firft-born,  '  from  the  days  of  Mofes,  during  the 
whole  period  of  the  Jewifh  church,  cannot  be  account¬ 
ed  for  upon  any  other  rational  luppofttion,  than  that 
the  great  events  to  which  they  had  reference  were 
known  to  be  true,  and  moft  certainly  believed.  Na¬ 
tions  do  not  appoint  and  celebrate  days  and  particular 
rites,  from  age  to  age,  as  memorials  of  events  which 
never  happened,  and  in  which  they  are  not  deeply  in- 
terefted.  The  appointment  and  celebration  of  the 
fiftn  of  November,  by  the  Englifh  nation,  was  a  pub¬ 
lic  attestation  of  the  truth  of  the  powder  plot  ;  and 
the  celebration  of  the  fourth  of  July,  of  the  Inde* 

n:  \  T  '*  Jofhua  xxiv.  6,  7,  14,  xp 
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pendence  of  America.  How  much  more  fo,  confid¬ 
ed  in  their  peculiar  circumftances,  do  thofe  Jewifh 
rites  and  inflitutions  evince  the  truth  of  the  fa&s  to 
which  they  have  reference.  Were  not  the  fong  of  Mo¬ 
les  at  the  red  fea,  the  pot  of  manna  laid  up  before  the 
Lord,  and  the  annual  feaft  of  tabernacles  public  at- 
left  at  ions  of  the  fame  fa'dts  ? 

But  it  ought  further  to  be  obferved,  That  they  are 
reeognifed  by  a  number  of  the  fubfequent  writers  of 
the  Old  Teflament.  They  are  particularized  in  the 
mod:  folemn  a£ts  of  confeffion  andpraife,  and  in  nu¬ 
merous  Pfalms  which  were  conftantly  fung,  in  the 
Jewifh  church,  to  the  honor  of  God,  as  a  pious  cele¬ 
bration  of  his  glorious  majefty,  power,  and  good- 
nefs,  difplayed  in  them.#  This  inflead  of  honoring 
God  mufl  have  been  a  folemn  lying  to  him,  contempt 
and  mockery  of  him,  had  not  the  fa£ts  been  true. 
We  have  therefore  ftrong  and  abundant  evidence  of 
their  certainty.  This  is  the  onlyrational  ground  upon 
which  the  Jews  could  believe  them  at  that  time  and  ef- 
tablifh  fuch  laws,  cuftoms,  and  worfhip. 

Important  is  it  further  to  obferve,  that  it  would 
have  been  impoflible  for  the  Jews  to  have  believed  them 
at  any  time  afterwards,  durkig  the  life  of  Jofliua,  or 
of  any  of  their  judges  and  kings,  had  they  not  been 
true.  Jofhua  and  all  the  multitude  whom  he  led  into> 
Canaan  would  have  been  able  to  atteft,  that  no  fuch 
things  had  ever  happened.  Had  they  not  known  them 
and  taught  them  to  their  children,  their  pofterity  could 
never  have  known  or  believed  them.  They  would 
have  faid  our  fathers  who  lived  before  us  knew  of  no 
fuch  events,  they  never  taught,  nor  once  mentioned 
them  to  us.  Certainly  they  can  be  nothing  but  a 
mere  forgery.  We  never  heard  of  the  paflover,  days 
of  unleavened  bread,  the  fabbath,  the  feaft  of  taber¬ 
nacles,  the  fong  of  Mofes  at  the  red  fea,  or  the  pot 
of  manna,  recorded  to  have  been  contemporary  with 
^hefe  great  events  and  memorials  of  them.  There 

*  Nehemiah  ix.  Pfalm  Ixxviii.  cv.  cxxxvi.  and  m  fome 
-other  Pfalnus* 
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never  were  any  fuch  inditutions  or  days  celebrated  in 
Ifrael  nor  had  we  ever  any  fuch  code  of  laws  civil  or 
ecclefiaftical  as  that  of  Mofes.  It  would  have  been  ab- 
folutely  impoflible  to  have  made  a  whole  nation  believe 
that  they  had  known  thefe  things,  kept  paflovers  and 
fabbaths,  had  a  civil  and  religious  conftitution  fifty, 
or  an  hundred,  or  three  hundred  years  before  they  had 
ever  known  or  heard  any  thing  of  them,  without  a 
miracle  totally  changing  all  the  powers  and  fenfes  of 
the  human  mind. 

The  high  priedhood,  with  the  ITrim  and  I  hum** 
mim,  its  duties  and  ceremonies,is  related  to  be  contem¬ 
porary  with  thefe  great  events.  Now  could  books  be 
impofed  upon  the  Ifraelites  as  true,  which  recorded 
the  inftitution  and  exigence  of  an  high  pried,  with 
fuch  fingular  and  wonderful  garments  and  duties,  from 
the  time  of  Mofes,  when  in  fa£l  they  had  never  known 
or  heard  of  fuch  an  high  pried  until  forne  hundreds  of 
years  after  that  time  ?  Or  can  it  with  any  greater  ap¬ 
pearance  of  reafon  be  pretended,  that  the  Jews  had 
their  paflbver,  fabbath,  and  feaft  ot  tabernacles,  the 
cuftom  of  redeeming  the  fird  born,  without  any  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  reafon  or  inditution  of  them  ?  And  that 
dome  centuries  after,  they  received  the  books  of  Mofes 
as  true  and  genuine  ;  though  they  related  that  thefe 
were  all  appointed  by  him,  in  his  time,  as  memorials 
of  the  miraculous  works  which  he  had  recorded  ?  Nay, 
notwithdanding  it  was  declared  that  they  were  all 
matters  of  great  notoriety,  wrought  in  the  fight  of  all 
Ifrael  ?  Nothing  can  be  more  abfurd  than  fuch  fuppo- 
fitions.  We  mud  therefore  admit  the  fa£ts  recorded 
by  Mofes.  Admitting  them,  we  mud  neceffarily  ad¬ 
mit  his  divine  legation,  and  that  what  he  delivered  to 
Ifrael  was  by  the  commandment  of  the  Lord.  For 
furely,  the  turning  of  the  rivers  of  Egypt  into  blood* 
making  a  way  for  his  people  through  the  fea,  guiding 
them  by  a  pillar  of  cloud  by  day  and  of  fire  by  night, 
the  appearance  at  mount  Sinai,  and  the  feeding  mil¬ 
lions  of  people  with  manna,  forty  years  in  the  wilder- 
uefs?  andcaufing  that  their  clothes  during  this  period 
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wo.k 0,d  «pon  them,  were  no  lefs  divine 

I, ,  fh  he  cr!atlon  and  Prefervation  of  the  world. 

/  u!e,  fame  that  we  prove  the  exiftence  of  a  God 

10m  his  works,  we  certainly  prove  that  Moles  was  fent 
-  God,  that  the  tilings  which  he  fpake  and  wrote  were 
the  words  and  commandments  of  Jehovah. 

Joshua  and  all  Ifrael  kn  w  that  Mofes  was  font  of 
^  ,  and  that  what  he  fpake  were  the  words  of  God. 

fa<^’  ur  .confiderati°“>  the  accomplifh- 
.  of  ali  that  he  had  told  them  concerning  their  de¬ 
liverance  from  the  bondage  of  Egypt,  their  funcort  in 
the  vv.ldernds,  the  dettrudlion  of  the  kings  of  Canaan, 
and  their  knlemenun  the  promifed  land.  Mofes  cir- 
_cum  tantiaiiy  pred-ided  tliefe  events,  and  Jolhua  could 
m  the  mod  folemn  addrefs  thus  appeal  to  the  whole 

nation,  Te  know  in  all  your  hearts  and  in  all  -tour  fouls ,  that 
not  one  thing  hath  failed  of  all  the  good  things  which  the 
Lord  your  God  /fake  concerning  you  ;  all  are  come  topafs 
unto  you ,  ana  not  one  thing  hath  failed  thereof.  This  is 
evidence  alio  that  the  law  of  Mofes  was  of  God.  The 
writings  of  Moles  further  carry  with  them  the  faired 
appearances  ot  impartial  truth  and  genuinenefs.  He 
relates  not  only  the  great  and  numerous  faults  of  the 
Ifraeiites,  but  thofe  of  his  own  brother  and  fifter,  and 
of  his  brother  s  children  Nadab  and  Abihu.  Nay,  he 
rciates  his  own,  and  the  particular  one  which  preven- 
ted  his  going  over  Jordan  and  feeing  the  goodly  land 
w.ncu  was  to  much  the  objeft  of  his  defire.  What 
itrong  impreffions  ought  thefe  fads  to  make  upon  the 
mind  or  every  perfon  who  reads  them,  of  the  integri-  ' 
ty  of  Mofes,  and  the  divinity  of  his  legation  1 

II.  The  other  books  of  the  Old  Teftament  have  the 
i, :me  marks  of  divine  authority  as  the  books  of  Mofes. 

I  hofe  who  fpake  and  wrote  them  were  ellabiifhed  to 
be  prophets  of  the  Lord  becaufe  he  Jet  none  of  their 
words  fall  to  the  ground. 

To  Mofes  fucceeded  jolhua.  Before  him,  as  he  had 
predicted,  the  waters,  of  Jordan  were  cut  off,  and  fo 
parted  from  one  another,  that  fix  hundred  thoufand 
■armea  men  with  a  greater  number  of  women  and  duG, 
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ren  pafled  over  on  dry  ground.  On  that  day  God  mag - 
ijied  Jofoua  in  the  fight  of  all  Ifrael ,  and  they  feared  him? 
s  they  feared  Mofes ,  all  the  days  of  his  life*  Twelve 
ien  by  fpeciai  appointment  from  their  feveral  tribes 
30k  Hones  from  the  bottom  of  the  river  and  made  of 
hem  a  monument  in  perpetual  remembrance  of  this 
reat  work  :  And  Jofhua  fpake  unto  the  children  cf  Ifrael 
lying,  when  your  children fhall  afk  their  fathers  in  time  to 
mie ,  faying ,  what  means  thefe  fones  ?  liken  ye  foall 
't  your  children  know ,  faying ,  Ifrael  came  over  this  Jor - 
an  on  dry  land.  For  the  LORD  your  God  dried  up  the 
waters  of  Jordan  from  before  you. f  Jofhua  faid  in  the 
ght  of  all  Ifrael,  Sun  fund  thou  fill  upon  Gibeon ,  and 
hou  moon ,  in  the  valley  of  Ajalon .  And  the  fun  food 
ill ,  and  the  moon  fayed ,  until  the  people  had  avenged 
bemfelves  upon  their  enemies,  ||  The  prophets  railed  the 
ead,  made  their  enemies  blind,  and  caufed  them  to  be 
iken  captive  ;  revealed  to  the  kings  of  Judah  and 
frael  the  fecret  counfels  of  their  enemies,  where  they 
zould  pitch  their  camps,  and  the  very  places  where 
ley  would  lay  wait  for  them.  At  their  prayers,  the 
iORD  thundered  upon  them,  and  gave  his  people  the 
i£tory.  At  their  word,  fire  came  down  from  heaven 
ad  corifumed  the  wicked  ^  and  upon  their  prayers,  the 
eavens  were  both  (hut  and  opened. 

The  other  facred  books  teach  the  fame  morality 
tught  in  the  books  of  Mofes,  give  the  fame  ideas  of 
rOD  and  his  worlhip,  and  have  the  fame  appearances 
f  truth.  The  facred  hiftorians  have  recorded  the  re¬ 
unions  and  ftubbornnefs  of  the  people,  no  lefs  than 
leir  virtues  \  and  though  unpopular  and  at  the  ex- 
enfe  of  their  lives  reproved  them,  and  teftified  the 
idgments  of  God  againlt  them.  They  have  recorded 
leir  own  faults,  and  appear  to  have  facrificed  honor, 
ife,  intereft,  and  all  worldly  confiderations  to  the 
:rvice  of  God  and  their  generation.  They  appear 
>  have  been  the  molt  zealous  worlhippers  and  faithful 
:rvants  of  God  ;  the  molt  difinterefted  lovers  of  the 

*  Jofhua  iv.  10, 14.  f  Jofhua  iv.  31,  22,  23, 

|  Joftiuax.  13,  1 3. 
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chui  ch  and  nation  of  which  they  were  members.  Thev 
ipared  no  pains  to  reform  the  people,  and  make  them 
good.  I  hey  were  inceflant  in  their  prayers  for  them. 

ne  prays,  Tet  now ,  if  thou  wilt  forgive  their  fin  ;  and 

J  ’  bloJ  me\  IPrc,y  the  out  of  thy  book  which  thou  hall 
wnten:  Another,  As  for  me,  God  forbid,  that  1 

fiouldfn  againf  the  Lord  in ceafng  to  pray  for  you  s  but 
1  wih  teach  you  the  good  and  the  right  way  f  A  third 
appea.s  to  God  in  this  folemn  manner,  1  have  not  has¬ 
tened  jrom  being  a  pafor  to  follow  thee ,  neither  have  defin¬ 
ed  the  wojul  day,  thou  knowef  :  that  which  came  out  of  mo 
lips  was  right  before  thee.  They  have  digged  a  pit  for  m, 
■>U, :  remember  t.iat  1  food  before  thee  to  f 'peak  good  for  them, 
and  to  turn  away  thy  wrath  from  them.%  Oh  that  mv 
head  were  waters,  and  mine  eyes  a  fountain  of  tears,  that 
I  might  weep  day  and  night  for  the  fain  of 'the  daughter 
Cj  my  people. \)  They  denounced  the  curfe  of  God  a- 
gain It  every  fin,  and  againft  every  man  who  c  r.firmed 

!'ot,  3,1  thf  words  of  the  law  to  do  them.  They  prorn- 
iuA  bleflmgs  immenfe  and  glorious  to  the  obedient. 

1  hey  were  exemplary  in  life  and  obtained  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  -loi y  men  of  God,  of  whom  the  world  was  not 
worthy. .  Now  is  it  agreeable  to  the  courfe  of  human 
events,  is  it  the  language  of  common  fenfe,  that  fuch 
men  mould  be  impodors  and  bars  ? 

Ilf.  The  divinity  of  thefe  writings  further  appears, 
Ifom  the  grand  defign  at  which  they  aim,  from  their 
harmony,  though  written  at  a  great  many  different 
times,  by  different  men,  of  very  different  gifts  and 
tempers,  of  different  modes  of  education,  and  in  a 
Vatl  variety  of  circumdances.  They  were,  in  general, 
woolly  unconnected  with  each  other,  and  mod  of 
tacm  entirely  unknown  to  the  red.  They  flouriihed 
in  ages  disjoined  from  each  other,  by  many  centuries, || 
yet  one  grand  defign  and  fcheme  of  doCtrines  and 
duties  run  through  the  whole. 

*  Ex?dus  xxxi.  32.  f  i  Sam.  xii.  23. 

4.  Jeremiah  xvii.  16,  and  xviii.  20.  $  Chap.  ix.  1. 

!|  The  feriptures  of  the  Old  Tedament  were  nearly  eleven 
nn. i red  years  in  compiling,  and  they  were  written  by  about 
tony  difleient  perfons.  The  five  books  of  Mofes  and  the  book 
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The  grand  defign  is  to  exalt  God,  condemn  fin, 
humble  man,  and  promote  piety,  righteoufnefs,  and 
univerfal  good.  The  tendency  of  all  their  writings  is 
to  make  man  honorable  and  happy  in  all  relations  and 
circumdances  in  this  life,  and  to  guide  him  to  glory 
in  that  which  is  to  come.  They  all  harmonize  in  the 
chara&er  which  they  give  of  God  and  mankind,  in 
the  morality  they  teach,  and  in  the  awful  and  glorious 
motives  which  they  exhibit.  Never  were  there  any 
other  writings  which  pointed  mankind  to  thefe  great 
ends,  in  the  fame  harmonious  and  powerful  manner. 
No  other  ever  taught,  that  the  chief  good  of  man 
confided  in  the  love,  fervice,  and  enjoyment  of  God. 
No  other,  before  or  fince,  founded  religion  in  the 
great  principle  of  love,  and  excluded  from  it  all  felf- 
ifhnefs.  The  facred  writers  of  the  Old  Tedament 
perfectly  harmonized  in  teaching  a  totally  different  and 
far  more  excellent  religion,  than  any  then  upon  the 
the  earth.  In  what  poffible  way  could  this  have  been 
effected  without  a  fupernatural  influence  ! 

The  different  Ayle  in  which  they  wrote,  the  differ¬ 
ent  gifts,  geniufes  and  tempers  which  they  exhibited, 
and  the  manner  in  which  they  adapted  themfeives  to 
the  times  in  which  they  refpedtively  lived,  further 
evince  the  truth  and  genuinenefs  of  their  writings* 

Every  prophet  appears  with  a  dyle  peculiar  to  him- 
felf,  and  exhibits  peculiar  gifts  and  feelings.  All  the 

of  Job,  which  was  probablywritten  by  him,  as  well  as  th  e  pen  - 
tateuch,  were  written  between  the  years  of  the  world  2^13, 
the  year  in  which  the  law  appears  to  have  been  given  at  Sinai, 
and  2553,  the  year  of  Mods’  death,  at  lead  1450  years  before 
the  commencement  of  the  Chriftian  era.  The  book  of  Jofhua 
was  written  about  1430  years  before  Chrift  ;  the  principal  part 
of  the  book  of  Pfalms,  the  fird  book  of  Samuel,  the  Proverbs, 
Solomon  s  Song,  and  the  book  of  Ecclehaftes  about  1000  years 
before.  The  book  of  Joel  was  written  about  800,  that  of  Ho- 
icR  aoout  y6oy  and  the  book  of  Ifaiah  between  6and  700  before 
Chrift.  The  book  of  Amos  was  written  abeut  the  fame  time 
With  that  of  Hoiea.  Jeremiah  wrote  his  prophecies  about  600 
years,  and  his  Lamentations  about  5 88  years  before  Chrift. 
The  book  of  Ezekiel  was  about  574,  and  that  of  Daniel  c  *4 
years  bsiore  j  and  Malachi,  who  doles  the  Old  Teft ament  was 
nearly  400  years  before  our  Saviour’s  incarnation. 
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facred  writers  appear  to  have  adapted  themfelves  ad¬ 
mirably  to  the  times  in  which  they  lived,  to  the  pecul¬ 
iar  circumftances  of  their  church  and  nation,  to  the 
fins  which  prevailed  in  them,  and  to  the  dangers  and 
calamities  with  which  they  were  prefled.  Their 
preaching,  the  prophetic  and  hiftorical  parts  of  their 
writings  appear  entirely  to  accord  with  the  ftate  of 
the  Israelites,  and  of  the  two  kingdoms  of  Ifrael  and 
Judah,  and  the  neighbouring  nations,  at  thofe  refpedb- 
ive  periods  in  which  they  flourifhed.  It  is  imagined 
tiiat  no  impoftors  have  appeared,  or  ever  can  appear, 
with  all  thefe  circumftances  of  credibility. 

In  a  word,  not  only  the  books  of  Mofes,  but  all 
the  books  of  the  Old  Teftament  are  witnefled  by  the 
whole  church  and  nation  of  Ifrael,  during  their  exift- 
ence  as  a  church,  and  by  multitudes  of  Jews  in  all 

parts,  and  among  all  nations  of  the  earth  unto  this 
day. 

The  books  of  Mofes  were  not  only  received  and 
believed  by  them,  as  divine  ;  but  the  wonderful  events 
recorded  in  them  are  narrated  and  celebrated  in  the 
Pfalms,  and  exprefled  or  referred  to  in  moft  of  the 
facred  books  until  the  ceafing  of  prophecy  under  the 
Old  Teftament.  They  are  not  only  witnefled  by  the 
writers  of  the  Old  Teftament,  but  by  Christ  and  his 
apoftles  in  the  New.  All  the  other  books  of  the  Old 
Teftament  were  received  and  ufed,  as  of  divine  author¬ 
ity  in  the  Jewifh  church  fo  long  as  it  continued. 
Thefe  they  produced  as  their  feriptures,  in  the  reign 
of  Ptolemy  Philadelphus,  and,  by  his  order,  tranfla- 
ted  them  into  Greek.  This  tranflation  is  termed  the 
Septuagint,  becaufe  it  was  made  by  feventy  Jewifh 
rabbies  or  doctors.  Thefe  feriptures  they  delivered 
to  the  world  as  a  divine  revelation,  a  little  more  than 
three  centuries  before  the  promulgation  of  the  gofpel. 
Jofephus  and  the  writers  of  the  feveral  Talmuds  wit- 
nefs,  that  they  were  the  Jewifh  feriptures,  and  were 
venerated  as  divine  oracles.  Thefe  the  Jews  {till  keep, 
in  the  various  nations  whither  they  are  fcattered  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth,  and  acknowledge  them  to  have 
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been  the  laws  and  feriptures  of  their  ancient  church 
and  nation.  This  certainly  gives  us  drong  evidence 
that  they  are  true.  Every  nation  and  peopie  know 
their  own  laws  and  cudoms,  their  own  religion  and 
manner  of  worfhip.  We  know  the  charters  and  con- 
fiitutions  of  thefe  ftates,  the  books  and  facred  pfaims 
and  hymns  ufed  in  our  worfhip,  and  even  our  children 
know  them.  The  Jews  mod  certainly  knew  their 
moral,  municipal,  and  ceremonial  laws,  their  high 
priefts  and  facred  books.  They  enjoyed  prophets  and 
infpired  teachers  in  their  church,  about  a  thoufand 
years,  to  dire  ft  and  a  (Till  them  in  matters  of  faith  and 
worfhip.  It  cannot  therefore,  with  any  color  of  rea- 
fon,  be  fuppofed,  that  they  were  impofed  upon,  and 
ufed  books,  as  divinely  infpired,  which  had  not  the 
damp  of  divinity.  In  thefe  views,  Chriflians  may  chal¬ 
lenge  all  the  philofophers  and  infidels  upon  earth  to 
produce  any  ancient  books  or  writings  fo  fubflantially 
and  abundantly  authenticated  as  the  feriptures  of  the 
Old  Teftament  :  writings,  like  them,  fo  admirably 
circum danced  that  there  is  even  a  moral  impoffibility, 
but  that  they  fhould  be  true.  After  all  the  boads  and 
blafphemies  of  unbelievers,  we  are  not  afhamsd  to 
adopt  and  believe  the  words  of  the  aportle  and  of  our 
blefled  Lord,  God  at  fun  dry  times,  and  in  divers  man ~ 
nersy  fpake  in  tune  pajl  unto  the  fathers  by  the  prophets » 
If  they  hear  not  Alofes  and  the  prophets ,  neither  will  they 
be  per  funded  though  one  refe  from  the  dead . 

One  or  two  remarks  fnall  clofe  this  difeourfe. 

I.  It  is  natural  to  remark,  the  inconfidency  and  mad- 
nefs  of  deifm.  Nothing  is  more  inconfident  than  the 
conduct  of  deids.  They  drongly  believe  in  the  abun¬ 
dant  fufficiency  of  natural  religion  without  any  fub- 
dantia!  evidence,  nay  againft  evidence  ;  againd  the 
mod  i  ml  ifpu  table  fads  ;  againd  the  experience  of 
mankind  for  nearly  fix  thoufand  years  ;  againft  the 
opinions  of  the  greated  men  both  in  the  Chriftian  and 
Pagan  world  ;  and  contrary  to  the  flagrant  and  (land¬ 
ing  evidence  which  all  Heathen  nations,  in  every  part 
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of  the  globe,  exhibit  againft  them.  They  readily 
give  credit  to  Csefar’s  Commentaries,  though  a  hifto- 
ry  of  his  own  exploits,  and  to  other  hiftories  and 
writings  which  are  not  authenticated  with  an  hun¬ 
dredth  part  of  the  evidence  which  they  have  of  the 
divine  original  of  the  fcriptures.  But  thefe  they  will 
reje&  though  witnefled  by  many  thoufands  and  in  fome 
inltances  by  millions  of  people  !  Though  to  prove  their 
divinity  the  fea  has  been  divided  and  Jordan  driven 
back  ;  though  millions  have  been  fed  forty  years  in  a 
barren  wildernefs  with  bread  from  heaven,  and  they, 
and  their  flocks  were-  fupplied  with  water  from  the 
rock  of  flint  ;  though  the  fun  flood  flill  in  the  midft 
of  heaven  and  numbers  have  been  raifecl  #om  the  dead 
to  atteft  their  divinity.  They  can  fee  God  fufficiently 
in  the  works  of  nature,  but  they  can  fee  no  trace  of 
him  m  thefe  glorious  events  in  which  the  fame  power, 
wifdom,  and  goodnefs  are  exhibited.  There  is  not, 
perhaps,,  an  infidel  in  Great-Britain  or  France,  but 
what  believes  the  American  revolution  and  independ¬ 
ence,  on  reading  our  declaration  of  it,  our  conftitu- 
tions  and  Jaws  •,  nor  one  in  America,  but  what  be¬ 
lieves  the  independence  of  France.  But  though  they 
have  the  records  and  hiflory  of  Ifrael,  their  civil  and 
religious  polity,  and  the  great  events  which  they  re¬ 
late  are  commemorated  by  feafls,  fabbaths,  and  lad¬ 
ing  monuments  and  cuftoms,  yet  they  have  no  faith  in 
them.  Admirable  inconflllency  !  Madnefs  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  degree  of  light  refilled,  in  the  one  cafe, 
and  of  creduloufnefs  in  the  other  !  In  proportion  to 
the  infinite  magnitude  of  the  cafe,  and  the  eternal, 
momentous  confequences  depending  !  Are  thefe,  all 
thefe,  O  my  foul,  the  rational  fons  of  men  ?  Doubt- 
lefs  they  are  the  people ,  and  wifdom  Jhall  die  with  them  ? 
Have  not  they  indeed  conduced  us  to  the  Age  of 
reason  !  Are  not  thefe  the  wife  men,  whom  the 
prophet  thus  addrefT  s,  Wo  unto  them  that  call  evil  good, 
and  good  evil;  that  put  darknefs  for  light ,  and  light  for 
darknefs  ;  that  put  bitter  for  fweet ,  and fweet  for  bitter 

*  Ifaiah  y.  30, 
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Alas,  If  the  light  that  is  in  thee  be  darknefs ,  how  great 
is  that  darknefs  Pf 

II.  In  what  a  drong  point  of  light,  in  a  review  of 
our  fubje£t,  do  the  weaknefs  and  abfurdity  of  a  num¬ 
ber  of  the  deiftical  objections  againd  divine  revelation 
appear  ?  Indeed  all  obje£lions  againd  clear  light  and 
itrong  evidence  are  weak  and  abfurd,  Objections  a- 
gaind  the  (hining  of  the  fun,  when  he  pours  his  light 
in  full  drength  upon  every  eye,  are  abfurd  A  blind 
man  only  would  make  them.  Is  not  fuch  the  objec¬ 
tion  of  deids  that  Mofes  was  not  the  writer  of  the 
pentateuch  when  it  is  fo  abundantly  atteded  by  the 
books  themfelves,  by  the  Jewifh  prophets,  rabbies, 
hidorians,  and  the  whole  nation  from  that  time  to 
this  ?  Equally  weak  and  ridiculous  is  this,  that  Mofes 
could  not  be  the  author,  becaufe  they  are  written  in 
the  third  perfon.  But  Csefar’s  Commentaries  and 
other  hidories  ancient  and  modern  are  written  in  the 
third  perfon,  yet  they  are  equally  credited,  as  true  and 
genuine,  with  other  hidories.  No  objections  have 
been  made  againd  them  on  that  account,  either  by  in¬ 
fidels  or  any  other  perfons. 

Of  the  fame  nature  is  the  infinuation,  that  the 
books  of  Mofes  and  the  other  facred  books  were  writ¬ 
ten  and  impofed  on  the  church,  many  ages  after  the 
time  in  which  the  writers  are  reprefented  as  living  and 
after  the  faCls  they  record  took  place  *,  and  after  the 
great  events  they  predicted  were  accomplifhed.  How 
morally  impodible  it  is,  that  this  fhould  have  been  the 
cafe,  appears  from  the  preceding  obfervations.  It  ap¬ 
pears  dill  more  weak,  uncandid,  and  contemptible,  as 
infidels  can  fhow  no  time,  fince  the  days  of  Mofes 
and  the  prophets,  in  which  thofe  books  were  not 
extant  \  no  perfon  by  whom,  nor  time  when  the 
impofition  was  made,  nor  any  circumdance  which 
gives  it  the  lead  appearance  of  probability. 

The. objections  againd  Mofes  and  his  writings,  on 
the  account  of  the  pafiage  inferted  in  a  paienthefis, 

f  Matth.  vL  21 
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Numbers  xii.  3.  Now  the  man  Mofes  was  very  meek , 
above '  all  men  upon  the  face  of  the  earth ,  and  the  hiftory 
of  his  death  in  the  laft  chapter  of  Deuteronomy,  are 
not  lefs  weak  and  futile,  and  perhaps  more  uncandid 
and  malicious,  than  the  other.  The  prophets  were 
extraordinary  men,  obliged  to  write  and  fpeak  what¬ 
ever  God  commanded,  whether  pleafing  to  their  nat¬ 
ural  feelings  or  not  ?  Might  not  Mofes,  if  it  were  the 
divine  will,  as  well  have  recorded  a  fingular  virtue  of 
his  own,  as  his  faults  ?  The  one  might  have  hurt  his 
modefty  as  much  as  the  other  did  his  pride.  It  might 
juft  as  well  be  argued  from  the  one,  that  he  had  no 
piide,  as  from  the  other  that  he  was  vain. 

With  refped  to  the  hiftory -of  the  death  and  burial 
of  Mofes,  why  could  not  Mofes  as  well  write  the  hif¬ 
tory  of  his  own  death,  as  foretel  to  the  Ifraelites,  that 
the  fea  would  divide  before  them,  and  that  they  fhould 
march  fafely  to  the  Arabian  ftiore,  that  all  the  gene¬ 
ration,  who  came  out  of  Egypt,  and  rebelled,  fhould 
die  in  the  wildernefs  ;  and  that  Caleb  and  Jofhua 
ihould  go  into  Canaan,  and  poftefs  the  land  which 
they  fpied  out  ?  One,  were  it  the  pleafure  of  God, 
was  no  lefs  difficult  than  the  other.  But  it  maybe 
further  obferved,  that  as  the  church  of  Ifrael  enjoyed  a 
lucceflion  of  prophets,  for  about  a  thoufand  years,  they 
might  have  inferted  the  paflage  in  Numbers  and  have 
written  the  hiftory  of  the  death  and  buna],  and  given 
the  character  of  Mofes.  This  could  not  in  the  leaft 
detract  from  the  authenticity  of  his  writings.  Should 
fome  faithful  hiftorian,  at  the  clofe  of  Governor 
Hutchmfon’s  or  Dr.  Ramfay's  hiftories,  infert  their 
deaths,  burials,  and  refpedive  charaders,  would  it  in 
the.  leaft  degree  afted  the  truth  and  genuinenefs  of 
their  refpedive  hiftories  ?  Certainly  it  would  not. 

1  he  objedion  of  the  Deifts  agatnft  the  feriptures, 
that  they  are  not  fupported  by  collateral  evidence  is  not 
Jefs  unreafonable  than  the  preceding  ones.  * 

When  there  are  two  or  three  fubftantial  witnefTes 
to  prove  a  fad,  it  is  fufficient,  though  there  be  not  fif¬ 
ty  or  an  hundred.  So  there  may  be  abundant  evidence 
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of  the  truth  of  the  fcriptures,  though  it  be  poflible, 

that  there  fhould  have  been  more. 

Besides,  the  bible  is  by  far  the  moft  ancient  book 
now  extant.  The  firft  letters  and  writings  among  men, 
of  which  we  have  an  account  were  thofe  written  by  the 
finger  of  God,  on  the  two  tables  of  (lone.  Inis  was 
probably  fome  centuries  before  any  writings  among  the 
Heathen.  The  firft  poets,  Hefiod  and  Homer,  did  not 
fiouriih  until  about  the  year  of  the  world  3135  about 
480  years  after  Mofes  ,  and  Herodotus,  of  Greece,  the 
moft  ancient  hiftorian,  whofe  works  have  efcaped  the 
ruins  of  time,  was  more  than  a  thoufand  years  after 
the  death  of  the  Jewifti  lawgiver,  hie  had  therefore 
no  contemporary  writer,  and  the  demand  of  collateral 
evidence  from  contemporary  hiftorians  is  unreafonable. 
Profane  hiftory,  however,  affords  considerable  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  truth  of  many  principal  parts  of  the  Mo- 
faic  hiftory.  The  firft  poets  and  hiftorians,  as  has 
been  fhown,  have  attefted  the  feventn  day  fabbath, 
the  univerfal  pra&ice  of  offering  facrifices,  from  time 
immemorial.  They  give  a  fimilar  account  of  the  pa¬ 
rents  and  derivation  of  mankind,  of  the  longevity  of 
the  patriarchs,  and  evince  that  there  were  fuch  perfons 
as  Abraham,  Ifaac  and  Jacob,  Jofeph  and  Mofes. 
They  relate  the  eminence  of  Abraham,  the  ftory  of 
his  coming  out  of  Chaldea,  of  his  defeating  the  kings 
who  carried  away  Lot  and  the  fpoil  of  the  kings  of 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah.  They  relate  the  hiftory  of  No¬ 
ah’s  flood,  and  the  prefervation  of  men  in  a  veflel,  the 
ruins  of  which,  fome  of  them  reprefent  to  have  been 
vifible  a  long  time  after.*  They  notice  the  deftruction 
of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  and  have  references  to  the 
long  day,  and  great  heat  in  confequence  of  it,  in  the 
itime  of  Jofhua.f  They  have  preferved  the  ftory  of 
Jofeph,  of  his  advancement  in  Egypt,  of  his  wife  ad- 
miniftration,  and  the  prefervation  of  that  country  in  a 

*  Bedford’s  Chro.  chap.  VI.  p.  53,  and  chap.  XII.  15 1  and 
onward,  where  he  fhows  that  the  hiftory  and  tradition  of  the 
flood  was  among  all  the  eaftern  nations.  \  Ibid.  Book  V.p.48^ 
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time  of  remarkable  famine.  Thev  have 

valor,  his  cordinSl’  I?  ^olcs,  h  iis  great  wifdom  and 
vaior,  ins  conducting  Ifrael  out  of  Es?Dvt  i„„r  ' 

.  llc/Lave  noticed  his  prohibition  of  the  worfhb  of 
images  and  the  difference  between  his  laws  and  region 
and  the  aws  and  religion  of  all  other  nations.-);  Shuck- 

Ind  Bedf  3  r-nrChM  °f  faCred  atld  Profane  hirtory, 

are  tracfrS lnihV  n°rl0gyhaVe  ftown  that  there 
are  traces  ;  of  almoft  all  the  remarkable  parts  of  the  liif. 

tory  of  Mofes  to  be  found  in  profane  hiftorv.S 

GooHEtWner;  ,  16  °f  mankind>  their  ignorance  of 

Sbd  hv  ■dolatry  and  abominable  works,  are  wit- 

“mi.rn  K7  PJ°rrne,  That  fuch  king*  reigned 

nnl  lah/rd  ^  ’  and  111  tlle  neighbouring  kingdoms 

and  that  fuch  wars  were  waged,  as  Mofes  and  Te 
,  ophv  s  reprefent,  and  in  the  times  and  places  which 
they  relate,  is  clearly  evident  from  Jewifh  and  P3r,aa 

Senr*-  Profane  hiftory  therefore  is  fo  far  from  infaT 

£ed  £ok»  Sm"y  “  ,he  tr“,h  »f 

How  wretched  is  the  caufe  which  needs  fuch  help 

itevd^  8  ?VV,:C°Ur[e  t0  ?  To  what  Pitiful  ftifts  are 
■*£ hdr‘Ve-ft  '  Tlieiir  objeftions  upon  examination  van- 

»»mingmru„<  'fS  b'f°r'  ,he  fP1'"11”"  »f 

h“  •“«'<* 

}  Dean  Prideaux,  Dr.  Henry  Owen,  in  his  difcnnrfsc  ™  rua 
nature  and  extent  of  the  fcripture  miracles,  and  the  ingenius  Mr" 
Bryant  on  the  plagues  indeed  on  the  Egyptians,  and  on 

of  **  Elites  have  alfc  thro^furth’er  light  upon 
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AND  what  nation  is  there  fo  great,  that  hath  Jiatula 
and  judgments  fo  righteous,  as  all  this  law  which  1/et 
before  you  this  day  P 

HAVING,  in  the  preceding  difcourfe,  attempted 
to  exhibit  what  clear  and  abundant  external  evi¬ 
dence  there  is  of  the  truth  of  the  Old  Teftament  fcrip- 
tures,  it  will  now  be  natural,  as  we  proceed,  to  bring 
into  view  fome  of  the  internal  evidence  of  their  divine 
original^  Both  unite  in  attefting  this  momentous 
point.  The  latter,  perhaps  is  no  lefs  clear  and  convin¬ 
cing  than  the  former.  As  the  rays  of  the  fun  afford 
demonftrative  evidence  of  its  exiftence,  fo  the  light 
of  the  fcriptures,  the  fublime  and  wonderful  things 
wmcn  they  teach,  the  piety  and  morals  which  they  en¬ 
join,  the  alluring  and  awful  motives  by  which  they  are 

enforced,  with  numerouscircumftancesattending  them 

evince  their  heavenly  origin.  They  teach  a  religion 
y  or  thy  of  God*  fafe  and  blifsful  for  man  9  a  religion 
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totally  diverfe  from  all  other 'religions,  and  as  much, 
fuperior  to  them  as  the  heavens  are  above  the  earth. 

The  pafl age  which  has  now  been  read  imports  this 
fuperior  excellency  of  the  religion  taught  by  Mofes, 
and  of  the  law  by  which  it  was  enjoined.  Mofes,  ha¬ 
ving  given  the  law  to  Ifrael,  by  God’s  dire&ion,  de¬ 
clares  unto  them  its  exceeding  excellency.  \His  words 
flrongly  imply,  that  theie  was  no  other  nation  upon 
earth,  which  had  a  law'  fo  pure  and  righteous,  and 
every  way  fo  adapted  to  individual  and  national  happi- 
nefs  :  No  law,  or  worfhip  in  confequence  of  obedi¬ 
ence  to  which,  God  would  be  fo  well  pleafed,  and  be 
fo  near  to  them  in  every  thing  which  they  {hould  need, 
and  for  which  they  (hould  call  upon  him,  as  he  would 
be  unto  them.  The  text  implies,  that  in  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  and  practice  of  luch  a  law  they  would  enjoy 
God,  and  be  great  and  happy  beyond  all  other  nations 
•iupon  the  earth. 

In  further  difeo-urfingupon  the  words  it  will  be  nat¬ 
ural  to  fliow  the  fuperior  excellency  of  the  law  of  Mofes, 
and  the  religion  enjoined  in  tlie  Old  Teftament,  to  ev¬ 
ery  other  law  or  religion  which  then  was,  or  which  has 
fince  been  in  the  world,  and  confequently  that  they 
muft  have  been  of  divine  original.  The  fuperior  ex¬ 
cellency,  ufefulnefs,  and  divinity  of  the  law  of  Mofes 
and  the  feriptures  of  the  Old  Teftament  may  appear, 

I*  From  the. rational  and  interefting  account  they 
give  us  ,of  many  important  matters^  which  are  no 
where  elfe  to  be  found,  and  which  none  hut  God  could 
have  revealed. 

The  books  of  Mofes  contain  a  rational  and  fublime 
account  of  the  creation  of  the  world,  of  Adam  and 
Eve,  the  parents  of  the  human  race  ;  of  their  origin¬ 
ally  innocent  and  blefied  condition  ;  of  the  inflitutions 
of  marriage  and  of  the  fabbath  ;  of  the  apoftacy  and 
its  extenfive  and  doleful  confequences.  They  teach  us 
that  toil,  difappointment,  pain,  tears,  and  "death  are 
all  the  bitter  fruits  of  fin.  The  pentateuch  and  ferip- 
tures  of  the  Old  Teftament  contain  the  promife  and 
iglad  tidings  of  a  Saviour,  the  predictions  and  types 
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of  this  glorious  antitype  ;  defcribe  him  in  his  offices, 
humiliation  and  fufferings,  in  his  reiurre&ion,  and  tri¬ 
umph  over  death  and  all  evil.  And  the  Lord  faid  unto 
the  ferpent)  I  will  put  enmity  between  thee  and  the  woman , 
and  between  thy  feed  and  her  feed  *  it  Jhall  bruife  thy  head , 
and  thou  Jhalt  bruife  his  heel  A  This  promiie  was  more 
clearly  and  fully  made  afterwards  to  Abraham.-  In  thy 
feed  Jhall  all  the  families  of  the  earth  be  blefjedf  The  ce¬ 
remonies  of  the  levitical  law,  the  facrihces,  the  high 
pried,  the  day  of  atonement,  the  altar,  and  the  tem¬ 
ple,  were  afl  types  of  the  Messiah,  and  preached  him 
to  the  people,  during  the  exiftence  of  the  Jewifh  church 
and  polity.  In  the  Pfalms  and  prophets,  his  charac¬ 
ters,  offices,  work,  exaltation  and  its  glorious  confe- 
quences  are  fully  exhibited.!  The  light  refpeCting 
them  increafed  more  and  more  through  the  whole  age 
of  prophecy.  Thele  were  matters  or  the  higheft  con¬ 
cern  for  mankind  to  know. 

The  hidory  of  the  creation  is  calculated  to  infpire 
the  human  heart  with  the  mod  fublime,  venerable,  and 
adoring  ideas  of  God  ;  to  imprefs  it  with  a  fenfe  of 
his  greatnefs  and  power,  and  to  excite  to  univerfal  rev¬ 
erence,  gratitude,  and  praife.  It  teaches  men  their 
entire  dependence  on  God  and  obligations  to  him. 
But  God  only  could  give  us  the  hidory  of  this  great 
event. 

The  creation  of  woman  out  of  man,  fo  that  (he 
fhould  be  bone  of  his  bone  and  fkfh  of  his  *flefh,  the 
inflitution  of  marriage  and  the  divine  ordination  that 
they  twain  fhould  be  one  again,  as  they  were  origin¬ 
ally,  with  the  Creator’s  benediction  of  the  innocent 
pair,  puts  the  highed  dignity  upon  marriage,  and  above 
every  thing  elfe  teaches  its  utility  and  importance. 
With  an  energy  and  tendernefs,  which  language  has 
no  power  to  exprefs,  it  teaches  the  correlates  the  mod 
entire  onenefs,  and  ever  to  regard  each  other  as  their 

*  Genefis  iii.  15.  f  Chap.  xxii.  18.  J  Pfalm  ii,  xxii, 
xl,  and  lxix.  Ifaiah  ix.  6,  7.  and  chapters  iii,  liii,  and  lxi. 
Dan.  ii.  44.  and  chap.ix.  24  to  the  end.  Micah  v.  a.  Ilaggai  ii, 
and;Ma!achi  iii.  j. 
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own  fleO,.  Ihis  is  adapted  with  confummate  wifdom 
goodnefs  to  preferve  the  chaftityand  dignity  of 
man  ?  to  fecure  his  comfort  and  life  in  infancy  and 
cmklhood.  In  connection  with  the  injun^ions  in  the 
Mofatc  law,  that  they  fnbuld  conftamly  inffruct  and 
govern  them  offspring  for  God,  it  was  ^noft  hap^y 
adapted  not  on'y  to  promote  natural  convenience  and 
he  focal  virtues,  but  to  ferve  the  great  defigns  of  re- 
hgion  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  endlefs  dfgnity  and 
b  effednefs  of  man.  No  initiation  has  a  more  favor- 

1.™  kh7"  ,h,!  p,ef“‘  “d  fu,“re  h*ppi"rfs 

thi7HEA?gi°n  ?/Dnature  has  nothing  comparable  with 

th  ’  Am°ng  ail  Pagan  nations  the  woman  is  treated 
as  a  Have,  children  are  little  regarded,  inhumanly  neg- 

fed  andT"111^  •  Inftead  °f  beinS  tenderly  nuf- 

minedtoTl  I'0  VirtUC  ancl  righteoufnefs,  they  are 
'  d  iao‘atry>  vice,  and  the  moll  abominable  paf- 

“  ™  •  */beJ  Srow  UP  for  mifchief  and  deltruaion. 

liti^tv15  i*?  !?  an°th  r  mftitution  of  the  greateft 
utn.ty,  and  of  all  others,  in  conne&ion  with  its  in- 

hru  a  ions,  public  and  private  ordinances,  has  the  moll 
benevolent  influence  upon  all  the  interefts  of  man,  and 
Das  a  merciful  regard  even  to  the  bead.  This  has  a 
powerful  tendency  to  promote  cleanlinefs  and  health, 
civilization,  mutual  acquaintance,  eiteem  and  friend- 
amp,  knowledge  human  and  divine,  indultry,  econo¬ 
my,  and  enterpnfe.  It  teaches  fubordination  in  fam¬ 
ines,  church,  and  commonwealth,  charity  and  univer¬ 
sal  goodnefs  to  all  the  human  race.  It  powerfully  in¬ 
culcates  all  the  focial  virtues.  It  above  all  other  infti- 
tutions  ,s  calculated  to  inform  and  keep  alive  the  con¬ 
sciences  of  men,  to  prevent  fecret  wickednefs,  to 
guard  againft  the  midnight  debauch,  robbery,  and  af- 
iailination,  and  thofe  atrocious  crimes  againft  which 
luman  laws  cannot  effectually  provide.  It  brings  into 
*‘ew  ^  e  uaoit  ahuring  and  awful  motives  to  perfuade 
men  to  every  tiling  which  can  make  human  nature  and 
loeiety  great  and  honorable  in  the  prefent  world.  It 
a  eviates  the  toils  of  man -and  beaft,  gives  the  fervant. 
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the  poor,  and  the  opprefled  reft  from  their  labors.  But 
what  is  ft i  11  of  infinitely  greater  importance,  it  puri¬ 
fies,  exalts,  and  ennobles  the  mind.  It  is  the  brighteft: 
relemblance  of  the  reft  of  heaven,  and  worfhip  of  the 
church  of  ihe  firft-born  ;  and  above  all  other  inftitu- 
tions  adapted  to  prepare  men  for  that  perfect  and 
biefled  fociety.  Does  not  fuch  an  inftitution  bear  the 
fignature  of  heaven  ?  Would  men,  to  whom  the  fab- 
bath  is  a  wearinefs,  whom  no  laws  human  or  divine 
have  been  fufficient  to  engage  properly  to  fanftify  it, 
have  inftituted  fuch  a  day,  with  all  its  ftriftnefs  and 
holy  inftitulions  ?  Is  there  the  leaft  probability  that 
without  a  fupernatural  revelation  it  would  have  been 
enjoined  with  fuch  reafons,  and  enforced  with  fuch 
fanftions  as  it  is  in  the  fcriptures  ? 

But  how  neceflary  and  important  foever  this  and 
the  inftitution  of  marriage  are,  and  how  much  foever 
they  wear  the  ftamp  of  divinity,  the  religion  of  nature 
has  no  fuch  inftitutions,  nor  does  it  afford  any  certain 
or  rational  account  of  them.  The  Pagan  nations  have 
nothing  refpefting  them,  unlefs  it  be  feme  corrupted 
or  fabulous  traditions  originally  derived  from  revela¬ 
tion.  With  refpeft  to  the  fall  of  man,  the  origin  o£ 
fin  and  death,  the  intimations  and  promifes  of  a  Sav¬ 
iour,  of  pardon  and  life  through  his  name,  the  reli¬ 
gion  of  nature  has  not  the  moft  diftant  fuggeftion* 
They  are  truths  which  God  only  could  originally 
know,  and  which  he  only  could  reveal.  There  is  not 
the  leaft  probability  that  the  human  mind  would  have 
ever  fuggefled  them.  They  are  high  and  wonderful, 
far  beyond  the  ken  of  human  knowledge.  The  char- 
after  which  the  fciiptures  give  of  man,  and  the  way 
of  falvation  which  they  exhibit,  are  fo  humiliating  to 
the  human  heart,  as  render  it  totally  improbable,  that 
they  fhould  have  been  a  human  produftion,  entirely 
unaffifted  by  fupernatural  light  and  influence. 

The  fcriptures  give  us  a  conciie  and  accurate  ac¬ 
count  of  the  origin  of  nations,  and  of  their  difperfion 
after  the  flood  ;  the  genealogy  of  the  fathers  of  the 
fever al  nations,  and  the  age  of  man  before  and  aftex 
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the  deluge.  Thefe  are  of  great  importance  and  utility, 
as  by  them  only  we  are  enabled  to  afeertain  the  age  of 
the  world,  the  chronology  and  fituation  of  the  ancient 
nations,  and  the  divine  dilpenfations  towards  them. 
"Without  thefe  we  could  not  have  known  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  many  important  propheies  concerning 
them  :  and  confequently  could  not  have  had  fuch 
abundant  and  convincing  evidence  of  the  truth  of  our 
holy  religion.  They  are  not  only  highly  ufeful  in 
other  refpedls,  but  efpecially  as  they  have  no  {mail 
influence  botli  on  faith  and  pradlice. 

^rlHE  genealogies  of  the  feveral  tribes  of  Ifrael  and 
Oi  the  houfe  of  David  were  of  ftill  greater  import¬ 
ance  and  ufefulnefs.  Thefe  were  of  the  utmoft  con- 
fequence  to  tne  Ifraelites,  that  they  might  enjoy  their 
inheritance,  every  man  in  his  own  tribe,  and  that  each 
t.nbe  might  be  kept  diflindl.  They  were  moil  import¬ 
ant  to  the  tribe  of  Tevi,  and  the  houfe  of  Aaron, 
tnat  the  Teyites,  Aaron  and  his  defeendants  might  en¬ 
joy  their  refpedlive  titles,  attend  their  refpedlive  fer- 
vices,  and  that  the  high  prieflhood  and  holy  fervices 
might  not  be  pdluted,  but  attended  according  to  di¬ 
vine  appointment.  To  the  royal  houfe  of  David  they 
were  important,  that  it  might  retain  its  royalty,  and 
that  the  accomplifhment  of  the  promifes  and  the  faith- 
fulnefs  of  God,  in  keeping  covenant  with  David  and 
his  feed,  might  appear.  To  the  Chriftian  as  well  as 
Jewifh  church  they  were  of  abfolute  neceffity  and 
importance,  that  both  Jews  and  Gentiles  might  be 
able  to  determine,  that  Jf.sus  Christ  is  indeed  the 
Messiah, 'of  the  feed  of  Abraham  and  of  the  houfe 
of  David,  his  for*  and  his  Lord,  according  to  the 
feriptures. 

The  ceremonial  law,  types  and  facrifices,  which 
have  been  already  noticed,  in  connexion  with  the 
prophecies  of  the  Messiah,  in  lo  many  ways  preach¬ 
ed  Christ  and  him  crucified,  rifen  and  glorified  ;  and 
were  all  fo  di red! eel  with  the  whole  Jewifh  ritual,  or 
temple  fervice,  as  to  concentre  and  be  finally  accom¬ 
plished  in  that  one  mofl  wonderful  perfon  and  charac- 
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ter,  as  affords  the  ftrongeft  evidence,  that  none  but 
God  was  or  could  have  been  the  author  of  them  and 
cf  that  book  which  contains  them. 

Further,  the  writings  of  Mofes  and  the  prophets,, 
in  perfedt  confidence  with  the  dodfrine  of  human  cor¬ 
ruption,  which  they  teach9  inculcate  the  doctrines  of 
regeneration,  repentance  towards  God,  fandtification^ 
and  remidion  of  fins.  Of  thefe  there  are  no  didant 
traces  or  intimations  in  the  religion  of  nature. 

This  is  the  language  of  Mofes  and  the  prophets* 
jflnd  the  L.QRD  thy  G OD  Toil l  circumcife  thine  hearty  and 
it?e  he  a}  t  oj'  thy  feed ,  to  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all 
thine  heart ,  and  with  all  thy  foul,  that  thou  mayejl  live* 
J  new  heart  alfo  will  1  give  you ,  and  a  new  fpirit  will 
Iput  within  you.  ’'Then  Jhall  ye  remember  your  own  evil 

ways ,  and  your  doings  which  were  not  good ,  and  Jhall 
loathe  you) [elves  in  your  own  fight ,  for  your  iniquities  and 
abominations .f  It  is  an  important  part  of  the  name  of* 
God,  as  proclaimed  before  Mofes,  that  he  will  forgive 
fin.  The  Lord  ,  the  Lord  God,  mercij'ul  and  gracious  9 
Ifngjujjemng ,  and  abundant  in  goodnefs  and  truths  keep* 
ing  mercy  for  thoufands ,  forgiving  iniquity  tranfgrejfum 
and  fui)  and  that  will  by  no' means  clear  the  guilty. %  f 
even  lam  he  that  blotteth  out  thy  tv'anfgrejfions  for  mine 
own  name  fake ,  and  will  not  remember  thy  fins,  ||  Thefe 
iame  fcriptures  alfo  teach,  that  the  penitent  was  to  be 
forgiven  not  on  the  account  of  his  own  righteoufnefs 
or  excellency,  but  wholly  on  the  account  of  the  Lord* 
Messiah.  Surely)  Jhall  one  fay ,  In  the  Lord  have  I 
righteoufnefs  and  firength.  In  the  Lord  Jball  all  the 
feed  of  Ifrael  be  jujlified ,  and  fhall  glory. § 

These  fcriptures  alfo  reveal  a  general  judgment  and 
future  date,  in  which  every  man  (hall  be  rewarded  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  works,  and  '  that  the  wicked  (hall  not 
ftand  in  the  judgment.  He  pall  call  to  the  heavens  front 
above,  ana  to  the  earth ,  that  he  may  judge  his  people . 

!  xxx-  6.*  ,  t  Ezek.  xxx vi.  ,6,  31. 

|  Exodus  xxxiv.  6,  7.  ||  liaiah  xliii. 

.$  (faiah  xlv.  24,  25.  f  Pfalm  1.  4Sf 
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for  GOD  Jhcill  bring  every  work  into  judgment ,  with 
every  fecret  thing  whether  it  be  goody  or  whether  it  be 
evil*  1  the  LORD  Jearch  the  hearty  I  try  the  reins , 
even  to  give  every  man  according  to  his  waySy  and  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  fruit  of  his  doings. f  The  ungodly  Jhall  not 
Jland  in  the  judgment.%  Who  but  God  could  reveal 
thefe  great  points  ?  How  could  Mofes  and  the  proph¬ 
ets  teach  them,  while  the  book  of  nature  was  wholly 
filent  on  thefe  fubje&s,  and  all  other  nations,  except 
the  Ifraelites,  were  ignorant  of  them  ?  They  were  fo 
foreign  from  natural  religion  and  all  the  apprehenfions= 
of  mankind,  at  that  period  of  the  world,  that  there 
is  not  the  lead  probability,  that  any  man,  or  number 
of  men,  would  ever  have  conceived  or  fuggeded  them* 
unlefs  they  had  been  the  fubjetf  s  of  fupernatural  teach¬ 
ing  and  influence.  Surely  they  mutt  have  been  di¬ 
vinely  indnnded,  or  we  mud  acknowledge  fomething 
fco  lefs  miraculous  than  infpiration. 

II.  The  feriptures  of  the  Old  Tedament  appear  to 
have  been  of  divine  original  from  the  exalted,  confident, 
and  glorious  character  which  they  give  of  the  one  liv¬ 
ing  and  true  God. 

They,  in  the  dronged  terms,  afiert  the  unity,  eter¬ 
nity,  omnipotence,  infinite  knowledge,  omnipref¬ 
ence,  immutability,  holinefs,  juAice,  and  goodnefs  of 
God.  While  all  other  nations  and  people  worfhipped 
a  multiplicity  of  fupreme  gods,||  the  language  of  the 
Jewidi  lawgiver  and  prophets  was  this,  Henry  O  If- 
rael  the  LORD  our  GOD  is  one  LoRD§  1  am  the  L0RD9 
and  there  is  none  elfey  there  is  no  God  bifides  me.%  They 
do  notreprefent  him  as  confined  to  any  place,  as  the 
titular  God  of  this  family,  city,  or  nation,  but  as  the 
Creator,  abfolute  proprietor,  and  Lord  of  the 
Univcrfe  ;  the  mo f  high  G0Dy  the pojfefor  of  heaven  and 
earth**  When  they  fpeak  of  his  majefly  and  great- 
nefs,  He  is  clothed  with  honor  and  majefly y  and  cover eth 

*  Eccl.  xii.  14.  J  Jeremiah  xvii.  10.  J  Pfalm  i.  5. 

II  According  to  Varro,  they  had  300  Jupiters,  or  fupreme 
gods. 

jf  Deute  yi,  4.  if  Ifaiah  xlv.  5 >  18.  **  Gen.  xiv.  19* 
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himfelf  with  light  as  with  a  garment.*  Behold ,  thi 
heaven  and  the  heaven  of  heavens  cannot  contain  him.\ 
Before  him  all  nations  and  worlds  are  as  frothing ,  and 
lefs  than  nothing  a?id  vanity.%  If  they  {peak  of  his 
dominion,  it  is  univerfal  and  uncontrolable.  He  doth 
his  will  in  the  army  of  heaven ,  and  among  the  inhabitants 
of  the  earth. \\  Yet  he  is  without  the  lead  injufticC 
or  partiality.  He  is  good  unto  all.  The  LORD  is  right - 
.ecus  in  all  his  ways  and  holy  in  all  his  works: §  What 
a  majeftic,  confident,  and  glorious  character  is  this 
of  the  great,  eternal  God  ?  How  ineffably  fuperior  is 
it  to  all  the  defcriptions,  which  the  poets  and  philofo- 
phers  have  given  of  their  gods  ?  Every  thing  impure 
and  inglorious  is  removed,  at  an  indnite  diftance  from 
God,  in  the  fcriptures  %  and  every  thing  great,  auguft, 
and  glorious,  becoming  the  Creator  and  governor  o£ 
4he  univerfe,  is  afcribed  to  him.  But  the  gods  of  the 
'heathen  were  bafe  and  contemptible.  They  afcribed 
even  to  Jupiter,  their  fupreme  deity,  the  word  paf- 
dons,  and  the  mod  horrid  crimes.  How  did  Mofes 
and  the  prophets  obtain  this  knowledge  of  God  ? 
How  were  they  enabled,  or  what  could  influence  them 
to  give  fuch  an  adorable  chara£ler  of  him  ?  A  charac¬ 
ter  which  wicked  men  and  devils  hate :  A  chara£ter 
which  the  workers  of  iniquity  like  not  to  retain  in 
their  knowledge.  May  not  all  the  philofophers  and  in¬ 
fidels  upon  earth  be  challenged  to  give  any  rational,  or 
probable  account  how  Mofes  and  the  prophets  fhould 
give  fuch  a  chara&er  of  God,  or  have  any  inclination 
to  do  it,  urilefs  they  had  been  fupernaturally  taught  by 
him,  and  formed  to  love  fuch  a  God  ?  Is  it  podi- 
ble  that  liars  and  impodors  fhould  love  a  God  of 
truth  ?  A  God  to  whom  all  liars  are  an  abomination, 

•  and  who  has  fentenced  them  to  dedru£tion  ?  A  God 
of  purity  and  righteoufnefs,  who  dooms  all  idolaters* 
all  the  deceitful,  wanton,  intemperate,  unrighteous, 
and  wicked  of  the  earth  to  curfing,  vexation,  aiu|  re¬ 
buke  ?  How  certainly  may  we  determine  that  this  is  a 

*  p&Im  civ.  1,  t  i  Kings  viii.  27.  J  Jfaiah  xl.  15, 
23,  24 .  ||  Daniel  iv.^35.  §  Pfalm  cxlv.  17. 
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charadler  drawn  by  the  finger  of  God  !  A  cliara&er 
winch  no  man  could,  or  would  have  drawn,  had  he 
not  been  fupernaturally  inftruGed  and  influenced  ? 

III.  It  is  a  further  evidence  of  the  divinity  of  the 
Icriptures,  that  the  worftiip  enjoined  by  Moles  and 
the  prophets,  is  pure,  rational,  folemn,  and  confident 

with  the  charafter  which  they  have  given  of  God,  its 

only  proper  objeft.  Its  whole  tendency  is  to  ennoble 
and  purify  the  mind,  to  promote  piety,  righteoufnefs. 
peace,  and  joy.  It  is  totally  different  from  the  wor¬ 
ship  of  the  Pagan  world,  and  from  any  which  philof- 
ophers,  legislators,  and  worldly  wife  men  have  ever 
devifed.  It  is  required  that  it  be  fpiritual,  profound¬ 
ly  reverent,  and  ardent  :  That  the  heart  be  kept  and 
ghen  to  God:  I  hat  as  he  is  in  heaven,  and  men  tin- 
on  earth,  they  be  not  rafj  with  their  mouth ,  nor  hajh 
With  then  heart  to  utter  any  thing  before  him*  God 
declares,  I  will  be  fanBifed  in  them  that  come  nigh  mer 
and  before  all  the  people  1  will  be  glorified .f  The  hr  ft 
commandment  prohibits  all  idolatry,  as  to  the  objedt, 
and  th^fecond,  as  to  the  mode  of  worfhip.  The 
Icriptures  of  the  Old  Teftament  taught  men,  that  they 
could  have  accefs  to  God,  and  be  accepted  only  by  a 
Mediator,  and  the  blood  of  atonement.  While  the 
worfhippers  offered  facrifice,  and  confefled  their  fins 
over  the  heads  of  the  oeatis  winch  were  to  bleed  and 
be fac rificen  in  then  dead,tney  acknowledged  their wor«» 
t uinTs  to  die  for  their  finsj  andweretaught  todravvnear 
to  God, and  to  hope  inhismercy,  only  by  the  Messiah 
who  was  to  come  into  the  world.  They  were  in- 
ftrudfed  with  pure  hearts  and  clean  hands  to  draw  near 
to  God  j  to  confefs  their  nothmgnefs  and  vilenefs  be¬ 
fore  him  j  to  adore  and  blefs  him  for  his  infinite  per¬ 
fections  ;  to  acknowledge  their  dependancc  and  obli¬ 
gations,  and  to  be  thankful  unto  him,  and  praife  him 
for  all  his  benefits,  lhus  the  worfhip  enjoined  in  the 
feriptures  was  calculated  to  imprefs  the  mind  with  the 
*noft  fublime  and  adoring  apprehenfions  of  the  true 

*  Ecch  v.  i,  2.  f  Lev.  x.  3. 
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God  ;  to  beget  in  men  love,  fear,  truft,  gratitude, 
hope,  and  joy.  It  was  mo  ft  happily  adapted  to  abafe 
men,  and  clothe  them  with  humility,  under  a  fenfe 
of  their  littlenefs  and  ill  defert.  In  thefe  views  it  ten¬ 
ded  not  only  to  piety,  but  to  righteoufnefs,  and  all  ho¬ 
ly  living.  Its  whole  tendency  was  to  glorify  God  and 
benefit  mankind.  Thus  there  is  a  mod  beautiful  har¬ 
mony  between  the  character  and  worfhip  of  God,  as 
exhibited  in  the  writings  of  Mofes  and  the  prophets. 
In  all  refpedls  which  have  been  mentioned  it  is  entire¬ 
ly  different  from  the  worfhip  of  the  Heathens,  or 
from  any  humanly  devifed.  The  Pagan  worfhip  is  ir¬ 
rational,  impure,  and  abominable.  It  is  difhonorable 
to  God,  debafing  and  deftru£tive  to  man.. 

IV.  The  truth  of  the  Mofaic  and  piophetic  writings 
may  be  ftrongly  argued  from  the  pure  morals  and  re¬ 
ligion  which  they  teach  ;  from  their  agreement  with 
the  nature  and  charadler  of  God  ;  and  from  their  en¬ 
tire  unlikenefs  to  the  morals  and  religion  of  the  Hea¬ 
then. 

Th'E  religion  and  morals  of  the  Old  Teftament  are 
pure,  perfectly  confident  with  the  chara£ter  of  God, 
who  only  is.  holy.  They  forbid  all  idolatry,  and  com¬ 
mand  that  the  heart  be  fupremely  and  conftantly  given 
to  God.  Thou /halt  have  no  other  Gods  before  me.  Thou 
Jhalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God3  with  all  thine  hearty  and 
with  all  toy  fou /,  and  with  all  thy  might.  This  is  per- 
feftly  becoming  the  chara&er  of  God,  befide  whom 
there  is  no- other.  It  is  confident  with  his  infinite  great- 
nets  and  moral  excellency  $  with  the  relation  and  in- 
debtednefs  of  all  creatures  to  him. 

The  commands  in  the  fecond  table,  Honor  thy  fa¬ 
ther  and  mother  Thou  (halt  not  kill  ;  Thou  (halt  not 
commit  adultery  ;  Thou  {halt  not  deal;  Thou  {halt 
not  bear  fade  witnefs  5  lhou  (halt  not  covet,  are  all 
founded  in  love.  They  are  all  comprifed  in  this,  Thou' 
/halt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyfelf  They  prohibit  all  fin 
again d  our  neighbour  •,  whatever  can  hurt  the  name, 
watered;  or  perfonof  any  man  \  and  whatever  may  in- 
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jure  'community  at  large.  Thefe  enjoin  all  the  focial 
virtues  with  every  thing  which  can  make  a  man  hon¬ 
orable,  give  him  peace  in  his  own  mind,  and  render 
him  ufeful  to  others.  They  require  every  thing  in  tem¬ 
per  and  conduct,  neceffary  to  give  honor,  peace,  and 
happinefs  to  families,  and  the  commonwealth.  As 
the  religion  of  the  bible  is  founded  in  love,  and  pro¬ 
hibits  all  feififhnefs,  it  perfectly  agrees  with  the  char¬ 
acter  of  God  who  is  good  in  himfelf,  and  does  good 
unto  all.  It  bears  his  image,  difplays  and  fecures  his 
.glory.  It  is  molt  fafe,  honorable,  and  blifsful  to  man. 
It  is  not  only  infinitely  fuperior  to  all  other  morality 
and  religion,  but  it  is  the  only  true  religion  and  mo¬ 
rality.  This  only  can  unite  God,  angels,  and  men 
in  one  great,  holy,  and  happy  fociety.  This  is  the  on¬ 
ly  religion  which  begins  heaven  in  the  hearts  of  men 
in  this  world,  and  lays  a  foundation  for  the  perfe&ion. 
*©f  it,  in  a  plenitude  of  joy,  and  pleafures  without  end, 
in  the  future.  Charity  is  the  bond  of  perfecinefs .* 

The  defign  of  the  Jewifli  lawgiver  was  not  only  en¬ 
tirely  different  from  that  of  all  others,  but  Car  more 
noble.  The  great  objedl  of  other  legiflators  has  been 
to  fupport  and  aggrandize  themfelves,  and  their  own 
nations  ;  and  they  have  adapted  their  laws  to  their  lo¬ 
cal  circumftances  and  particular  views.  Thus  Sparta 
cnadled  laws  to  form  foldiers,  Rome,  conquerors, 
sand  Carthage,  merchants  and  feamen.  But  the  defign 
of  Mofes  was  to  make  his  people  good  ;  and  by  form¬ 
ing  them  to  a  pure  piety  and  morality,  to  qualify  them 
for  a  happy  exiftence  under  the  fmiles  and  enjoyment 
of  the  Almighty.  He  appears  to  have  had  no  de¬ 
fign  of  making  them  great  any  further  than  he  made 
'them  good.  He  feems  to  have  been  the  only  per¬ 
son,  among  all  the  eaflern  fages  and  legiflators,  who 
conceived  the  idea  of  making  a  people  great,  by  ma¬ 
king  them  pious  and  righteous,  fober  and  merciful.  It 
a  point  of  policy  with  all  Pagan  lawgivers  not  to 

f  Colofluns  iii.  m* 
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change  the  gods,  nor  alter  the  religion  of  their  coun¬ 
try.  They  left  the  people  at  full  liberty  to  worfhip 
their  own  idols,  and  follow  all  their  abominable  luffs 
and  fuperftitions  ;  but  Mofes,  upon  the  moll  awful 
penalties,  prohibited  every  thing  of  this  nature.  All  other 
laws  refpe6f  the  outward  conduft  of  men  ;  but  the 
law  of  Mofes  commands  the  heart,  every  thought,  de- 
fign,  and  exercife.  While  the  laws  of  Lycurgus,  and 
other  famous  legiflators,  were  in  many  refpe&s  impi¬ 
ous,  oppreffive,  and  bloody,  the  law  of  Mofes  breathes 
nothing  but  a  fpirit  of  pure  devotion  and  philanthropy. 
Not  only  the  commands  in  the  decalogue,  but  partic¬ 
ular  precepts  re fpecting  the  fatherlefs  and  widow,  the 
flranger  who  fojoumed  in  the  land  of  Ifrael  ;  the  laws 
refpedVmg  the  redemption  of  a  poor  brother,  refpeo 
ting  fervants  and  captives,  all  breathe  a  fpirit  of  hu¬ 
manity  and  love.  Of  the  fame  benevolent  nature  were 
the  years  of  releafe,  the  jubilee,  and  other  particular 
cuftoms  which  there  is  not  time  now  to  enlarge  upon, 
nor  even  to  mention. 

But  all  religions,  except  that  exhibited  in  the  bible, 
are  nothing  but  felfifhnefs,  impiety,  pride,  barbarity* 
and  filthinefs;  None  of  them  are  founded  in  right 
principles,  love  to  God  and  men,  nor  dire&ed  to 
Tight  ends,  the  honor  of  the  Deity,  the  good  of  his 
moral  kingdom,  and  the  happinefs  of  human  kind. 

Most  certainly  the  God,  the  worfhip,  piety,  and 
morals  of  the  Old  Teftament,  are  not  only  entirely 
v  different  from  the  Gods,  worfhip,  and  morals  of  the 
"wife ft  Pagans,  but  as  fuperior  to  them,  as  the  full 
fplendors  of  the  fun  to  the  light  of  the  glow-worm. 

The  fan£tions,  by  which  the  worfhip,  piety,  and 
morals,  taught  by  Mofes  and  the  prophets  are  enjoineds 
-are  wonderfully  awful  and  glorious.  They  are  indeed 
godlike,  as  much  fuperior  to  all  others,  which  philof- 
iophers,  poets,  and  human  legiflators  have  devifed,  as 
the  do&rines,  morals,  and  worfhip  of  the  bible  are  to 
theirs.  In  comparifon  with  them  all  others  dwindle 
into  mere  impertinence.  They  are  lighter  than  a  feath¬ 
er  when  xontrafted  with  a  globe  of  gold,  in  .theft 
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views,  is  it  poffible  that  any  other  than  God  himfelf 
fhould  have  been  the  author  of  the  fcriptures  of  the 
Old  Teftament  ?  What  nation  hath  flatutes  and  judg¬ 
ments  fo  righteous  as  all  this  law  which  he  hath  given 
us  in  Lis  word  ?  What  nation  can  be  fo  great  andhap- 
py,  and  have  God  fo  near  to  them,  as  that  which  has 
fuch  a  revelation,  and  widen  loves  and  pradiifes  fuch 
a  religion  ? 

From  the  preceding  difeourfe  we  may  learn, 

I*  How  futile,  falfe,  and  even  contemptible,  feve- 
ral  of  the  principal  objections  are,  which  infidels  urge 
againft  revelation,  efpeciaily  the  books  of  Mofes. 

They  object,  that  thefe  reprefent  “  the  eternal  in¬ 
finite  being,  as  a  local,  tutelar  deity,  carried  about  in 
a  trunk  and  confined  to  a  temple.”*  How  totally 
groundlefs  and  falfe  is  this,  m  view  of  that  majeflio 
and  glorious  character  which  it  has  been  (hewn,  that 
Mofes  and  the  prophets  have  given  of  God  ?  Who 
has  ever  fpoken  of  the  Divine  Majefty  in  more  fublime 
and  venerable  language  than  Mofes  ?  Was  reprefent-- 
mg  hi™  as  the  creator  and  pofTeffor  of  heaven  and 
earth,  as  bringing  the  flood  upon  the  Antediluvians 
and  overthrowing  the  cities  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah 
with  fire  from  heaven,  reprefenting  him  as  a  local  and 
tutelar  deity  ?  Was  a  deferi-ption  of  Him  as  wo r kino-  all 
the  wonders  in  Egypt,  and  at  the  red  fea,  raining  man¬ 
na  and  flefh  about  the  camp  of  the  Ifraelites,  in  the 
wildernefs,  and  giving  them  water  from  the  rock,  a  re- 
prefentation  of  him  under  this  diminutive  character  l 
Was  it  not  a  defeription  of  him  as  every  where  prefent, 
operating  in  heaven  and  earth,  as  the  abfolute  fove- 
reignof  the  univerfc  ?  How  inconfiflent  with  that  glo¬ 
rious  holinefs,  and  righteoufnefs  which  he  aferibes  to 
Jehovah  is  the  idea  of  a  tutelary  deity,  bellowing  his 
partial  favors,  upon  this  or  the  other  perfon,  city,  or 
nation  ? 

Though  it  be  true,  that  there  was  a  facred  chert, 
which  were  depofited  the  two  tables  of  the  law,  cal- 

*  Lord  Bolingbroke, 
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led  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  and  though  God  fome- 
times  appeared  in  the  cloud  of  glory,  and  gave  fpecial 
tokens  of  his  prefence  in  the  Jewifh  tabernacle  and' 
temple,  yet  is  he  never  reprefented  as  confined  to  them, 
or  to  any  other  place  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  as  filling 
heaven  and  earth  with  his  glory.  Though  Mofes  re- 
prefents  him  as  the  king  of  Ifrael,  the  God  of  Abra¬ 
ham,  and  the  God  of  all  the  righteous  ;  yet  he  repre- 
fents  him  as  the  fovereign  of  the  world,  and  the  God 
of  the  fpirits  of  all  flefh.  Thefe  characters  are  by  no 
means  inconfiftent  with  each  other.  Surely  his  enter¬ 
ing  into  covenant  with  Abraham  and  the  Ifraelites,  and 
fliowing  them  particular  favors,  for  their  good,  and 
for  the  benefit  of  others,  that  in  Abraham  all  the  fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  earth  might  be  blefled,  and  his  own  name 
forever  glorified,  could  not  be  inconfiftent  with  the 
divine  character.  Certainly  it  cannot  reafonably  be 
objeCted,  'That  the  righteous  LORD  loveth  righteoufnefs ,  and 
that  his  countenance  doth  behold  the  upright ,  and  that  he 
adopts  the  moll  wife  and  efieCtual  means  to  glorify  him- 
felf  and  advance  the  happinefs  of  his  moral  kingdom. 
How  totally  groundlefs  and  uneandid  therefore  is  the 
objection  ? 

Equally  unfair  and  futile  is  the  objection  againft 
the  command  given  to  Abraham  relative  to  the  facri- 
ficing  of  his  Ton.  It  is  reprefented,  that  this  was  fo 
bloody  and  inhuman  that  it  never  could  have  been 
given  by  the  Deity.  But  is  there  any  truth  in  this 
objection  ?  Can  there  be  any  thing  cruel  or  bloody  in 
God  s  taking  away  the  life  of  any  perfon,  even  of  an 
only  fon  r  Has  he  not  done  this,  in  the  courfe  of  his 
providence,  in  thoufands  of  inftances  ?  And  is  not 
every  parent  obliged  to  refign  his  children  to  the  arms 
of  death,  nay  and  to  refign  himfelf,  whenever  it  lhali 
appear  to  be  the  will  of  God,  without  a  murmuring 
word  o,r  complaining  thought  ?  May  he  not  take  away 
our  lives  and  the  lives  of  our  children  by  the  fword, 
famine,  peftilence,  fire  from  heaven,  or  in  any  other 
way  which  ihall  be  agreeable  to  his  fovereign  will  ? 
lo  deny  either  of  thefe,  is  to  deny  the  fovereignty  of 
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God,  and  the  wifdom  and  equity  of  his  difpenfations. 
I  he  command  implied  nothing  cruel  or  unrighteous 
sn  the  Deity,  nor  required  any  wrong  temper  in  A* 
b  rah  am..  It  God  faw  that  it  would  be  more  honora¬ 
ble  to  himfelf,  more  inftrudtive  and  honorable  to  A- 
braham,  and  or  greater  benefit  to  the  univerfe  to  take 
away  Ifaac  by  the  hand  of  his  father,  and  that  he 
fhould  be  oflered  as  a  facrifice  to  God,  it  was  wife 
and  good  u>  command  Abraham  to  offer  him.  And 
for  Abraham  to  do  it  in  obedience  to  the  divine  will, 
and  in  the  exercife  of  all  tender  and  parental  affe&ions 
towards  his  fon,  implied  nothing  wrong.  On  the 
contrary  his  exerciles  and  condu&  were  in  the  higheft 
degree  virtuous.  Fhe  defigns  of  God,  were  moft  be¬ 
nevolent,  and  the  whoie  affair  was  moft  inftruCtive 
and  ufeful.  It  was  adapted,  in  a  ftrong  point  of  light, 
to  teach  the  ablolute  fovereignty  of  GIod  over  his  crea¬ 
tures,  their  duty,  in  all  circumftances,  to  yield  an  un- 
referved  and  entire  fubmiffion  to  his  will  ;  To  give  to 
the  world  an  illuftrious  type  of  Christ,  and  a  moft 
^ffedling  reprefentation  of  God  s  love  to  the  human 
race,  in  giving  his  only  begotten  fon,  from  his  bofom, 
that  we  might  live  through  him.  It  was  defrgned,  in 
this  way,  to  exhibit  to  the  world,  the  excellency, 
wonderful  effeCIs,  and  triumphs  of  faith,  to  honor 
God  and  Abraham  the  friend  of  God,  and  to  be  of 
lafting  fervice  to  the  church. 

In  thefe  views,  the  whole  tranfaCUon  was  fo  far 
from  every  thing  inhuman,  or  wrong,  that  it  was  in  a 
high  degree  benevolent  and  gracious,  as  it  refpeded 
the  deity,  and  virtuous  and  praife  worthy  in  Abraham. 

I  he  deiftical  clamor  againlt  the  Mofaic  writings, 
on  the  account  of  the  inftrucfions  given  to  the  Ifrael- 
•ites  to  borrow  of  the  Egyptians  gold  and  raiment,  and 
not  returning  the  loan,  is  asgroundlefs  as  the  preced¬ 
ing  objections. 

The  Hebrew  word  which  our  tranflators  have  ren¬ 
dered  borrow,  in  Exodus  iii.  22,  and  lent,  chapter 
3b>  properly  fignifies  to  afk  a  gift,  or  to  afk  ear- 
jieftly.  This  is  the  .meaning  of  itPfalm  ii.  8.  AJk  of 
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me>  and  I  Jhall  give  thee  the  heathen  for  thine  inheritance^ 
and  the  uttermojl  parts  of  the  earth  for  thy  pojfeffion .  It 
is  generally  rendered  afk  by  our  tranflators.*  It  fur¬ 
ther  appears  from  the  whole  (lory,  that  the  Egyptians 
did  not  confider  the  Israelites  as  borrowing  of  them,, 
or  entertain  any  expectation  of  their  returning  the  ar¬ 
ticles  which  they  gave  them.  Why  did  Pharaoh  and 
his  army  purfue  after  them  if  they  expended  their  re¬ 
turn  ?  The  Egyptians  undoubtedly  were  gl  *d  to  give 
them  whatever  they  afked,  that  they  might  immedi¬ 
ately  depart  out  of  their  land  and  that  they  might  not 
all  be  fwept  away  in  one  common  ruin.  It  is  written* 
The  Egyptians  were  urgent  upon  the  people,  that  they 
might  fend  them  out  of  the  land  in  hade  *,  for  they 
faid  we  be  all  dead  men.f  Jofephus  reprefents,  that 
what  the  Israelites  received  of  the  Egyptians,  at  this 
time,  was  a  free  gift.J  This  is  a  fufficient  anfwer  to 
the  delflic.il  cavil. 

But  (hould  it  be  granted,  that  they  in  fa<d  borrow¬ 
ed  gold  and  raiment  of  the  Egyptians,,  there  is  no  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  the  cafe.  Before  they  had  time  to  return 
the  borrowed  articles,  Pharaoh  and  his  peqple  com¬ 
menced  war  again d  them,  with  a  view  to  their  utter 

.  *  The  Hebrew  word  is  Shaal,  it  is  rendered  afk  Gen.  xxxih 
29,  Dent.  iv.  32,  xxxii.  7,  Jofhua  iv.  6,  Judges  xviii.  5,  and 
in  feveral  other  places.  The  feventy  in  the  Septuagint  hare 
tianilated  it  in  Exodus  iii.  it,  by  the  Greek  word  Aitefan* 
which  !’gnifies  to  afk  or  petition,  anfwering  perfe<511y  to  the 
Hebrew  r®ot  Shaal.  The  mod  common  Hebrew  roots  for  bor¬ 
row  are  Lavah  and  GnaSath  :  the  former  is  the  mod  ufuaL 
Mr.  Pool,  both  in  his  Svnophs  and  Englirh  Annotations,  ob- 
ferves  on  the  word  Shaal  Exodus  xii.  36  That  it  hgnifies  toaflta, 
Shuckford  has  the  fame  obferv&tion,  in  his  connexion  of  (acred 
and  prophane  hiftory,  vol.  II.  p.  340.  Mr.  Kennikott,  in  his 
dinertations  on  the  Hebrew  text  of  the  Old  Tedament,  repre- 
lents  it  remarkable,  that  this  word  fhould  be  rendered  borrontt 
and  not  ajk,  u  an  alteration,”  fays  he,  u  which  wants  no  other 
vindication  than  to  obferve,  that  to  ajk ,  beg  and  pray  for  are  the 
proper  fignifi cations  of  this  verb.”  DifTertation  I.p.  390,  391, 

f  Exodus  xii.  33. 

j  He  fays  the  Egyptians  made  the  Hebrews  confiderable 
preients,  fom&on  the  account  of  the  refpeft  which  they  had  t® 
them,  and  others  that  they  might  induce  them  more  haftily  tor 
go  from  them.  Ant.  Jud.Book  II.  Chap.  14, 
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definition.  Heaven  interpofed  and  overthrew  Pha¬ 
raoh.  The  Hebrews  had  a  juft  right  to  retain  what 
they  had  received  as  the  fpoils  of  a  public  and  unDro- 
voked  enemy.  A 

Besides,  the  Egyptians  juftly  owed  the  Ifraelites 
ten  times  more,  than  all  they  had  received  of  them, 
for  many  years  hard  fervice.  The  Egyptians  by  en- 
flaving  the  Ifraelites,  and  murdering  their  children, 
had  forfeited  their  lives  and  their  goods  ;  and  it  would, 
doubtlefs,  have  been  lawful  for  them,  at  any  time, 
when  it  fliould  be  in  their  power,  to  avenge  tbemfelves 
for  their  murdered  babes,  and  to  plunder  the  Egyp¬ 
tians,  at  leaft,  until  they  had  paid  themfelves.  Jeho¬ 
vah,  whofe  is  the  earth  and  the  fulnefs  thereof,  took 
the  affair  into  his  own  hands,  and  by  the  mod  fignal 
miracles  authorized  his  redeemed  people  to  hold°the 
gold  and  raiment  which  they  had  received.  This  can¬ 
not  be  drawn  into  a  precedent  for  any  other  people  un¬ 
til  they  can  produce  the  fame  divine  warrant,  and 
therefore  cannot  he  pleaded  for  the  injury  of  any  per- 

fon  or  nation.  Of  how  little  force  are  fuch  kind  of 
obje£lions  ? 

But  let  us  proceed  to  another  which  infidels  have 
infilled  upon,  as  totally  fubverfive  of  the  Mofaic  wri¬ 
tings  ;  the  command  to  extirpate  the  nations  of  Ca¬ 
naan.  j  ney  afhim,  that  the  Ilraehtcs  could  have  no 
juft  authority  to  go  into  Canaan,  cut  off  its  inhabi¬ 
tants,  and  take  poffeftion  of  their  country  :  That 
“  God  cannot  command  in  particular  what  he  for¬ 
bids  in  general  .  That  he  who  has  made  benevolence 
to  all  rational  beings  the  lundamental  law  of  our  na¬ 
ture,  can  never  command  fome  to  rob  and  to  murder 
others  ;  to  ufurp  on  the  rights  of  their  fellow  crea¬ 
tures,  and  to  exterminate  whole  nations/’  It  is  bold¬ 
ly  afferted,  that  “  the  men  who  juftify  fuch  cruelties 
upon  any  hypothelis  whatfoever,  muft  have  very  ill 
hcai  ts,  as  well  as  heads. ”  And  that  ((  he  who  im¬ 
putes  them  to  the  fupreme  being  is  worfe^than  an 
atheift,  though  he  pafs  for  a  faint.”*  is  infiftedc 

*  jLord  Bolingbroke, 
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that  the  total  extirpation  of  the  Canaanites,  without 
refped  to  fex,  the  hoary  head,  or  the  tender  babe* 
breathes  fuch  a  fpirit  of  inhumanity  and  cruelty  as  is 
totally  unworthy  of  God. 

Is  this  reafoning  ?  Or  is  it  dogmatical,  blafphemous 
impertinence  ?  Is  not  God  the  fovereign  of  life  ?  Is 
not  all  which  is  in  the  heaven  and  in  the  earth  the 
Tord  s  ?  And  may  he  not  do  what  he  will  with  his 
own  .r  Are  not  all  men  tinners  ?  Is  it  not  of  his  mer¬ 
cies,  that  we  are  not  con  fumed  ;  becaufe  his  compaf- 
fions  fail  not  ?  Is  he  a  murderer  becaufe  he  commands 
all  men  to  the  grave  ?  Is  he  cruel  becaufe  he  has  made 
no  difference  of  fex  or  age  ?  Is  he  a  robber,  when  in 
his  providence  he  takes  away  the  property  of  his  crea¬ 
tures,  by  lightnings,  tornadoes,  inundations,  earth¬ 
quakes,  fword,  or  pe faience  ?  Where  is  the  hardy 
man,  who  dare  charge  the  Deity  with  any  thing  un¬ 
righteous  or  cruel  in  any  of  thefe  ?  But  if  there  be 
nothing  inconfiftent  with  the  moral  character  of  Goi> 
in  bringing  about  fuch  events,  in  his  government  of 
tne  world,  then  certainly  he  may  commiffion  any  of 
the  elements,  angels,  particular  men,  or  whole  na¬ 
tions  to  do  them.  He  might  commiiTion  Jofhua  and 
the  armies  of  Iirael  to  execute  his  juft  judgments  ora 
the  abominable  inhabitants  of  Canaan.  Thefupreme 
ruler  ox  the  univerfe,  in  fad,  did  caufe  the  nations 
ot  Canaan  to  be  exterminated,  whether  he  were  the 
God  of  Mofes  or  not.  He  has,  in  his  providence, 
niacle  a  full  end  of  many  other  nations,  as  well  as 
o,  thofe  or  ^anaan.  He  has  deftroyed  whole  cities 
,  v  Vii*ageo  by  tire  irom  heaven,  by  earthquakes,  and 
the  eruptions  of  burning  mountains;  and  whole  na¬ 
tions  by  the  iword,  peftilence,  and  famine.  The 
maw  and  female,  old  men,  children,  and  fmilinfc 
babes  have  penfhed  m  promifcuous  deftrudion.  Nayt 
he  has  earned  that  the  tender  fex  fhould  eat  the  fruit  of 
hew  own  body  for  the  want  of  .all  things  in  the  day  of 
their  calamity,  lire  God  of  drifts,  as  well  as  the 
God  of  Mofes,  or  Chnftians  and  of  all  men,  has 


.% M- 


B6  ON  THE  DIVINITY  OF  THE  SCRIPTURES  DlS.  4. 

done  thefe  things  in  all  ages,  and  is  dill  doing  them. 
But  have  even  infidels  fo  hardened  a  front,  as  to  charge 
him  with  murder,  robbery,  cruelty,  or  unrighteouf- 
nefs  ?  Let  them  remove  all  difficulty  with  refpe£l  to 
the  moral  charaQer  of  the  eternal,  infinite  being  in 
thefe  refpedis,  and  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  vindi¬ 
cating  the  commands  and  adminiftrations  of  the  God 
©f  Moles. 

Indeed  there  is  no  difficulty  in  the  cafe.  It  per¬ 
fectly  comports  with  the  common  fenfe  and  practice  of 
mankind,  in  all  ages  and  nations.  The  good  prince 
and  ruler  prohibit  all  murder,  robbery,  and  cruelty. 
This  is  general  law.  But  at  the  fame  time  they 
enaCt,  that  the  murderer,  traitor,  and  robber  (hall  be 
put  to  death.  When  they  are  found  guilty,  they  or¬ 
der  the  proper  officer  to  execute  them.  The  eftate  of 
the  rebel  is  confifcated  to  the  crown,  or  common¬ 
wealth.  Is  there  murder,  robbery,  or  cruelty  in  this 
cafe  ?  Certainly  there  is  not.  The  judge  a£ts  a  right¬ 
eous  and  faithful  part  towards  the  community,  and 
the  officer  does  his  duty  in  executing  the  fentence  of 
the  judge.  There  is  no  contradiction  between  gene- 
tal  law  and  that  particular  law,  by  which  the  delin¬ 
quent  is  condemned,  and  the  officer  commanded 
to  execute  the  judgment  upon  the  guilty.  No  more 
is  there  between  the  general  law  of  God  and  his  fen- 
tencing  the  Canaanites  to  be  extirpated,  and  com¬ 
manding  Joffiua  and  the  Ifraelites  to  execute  the' fen¬ 
tence.  The  Canaanites  were  not  only  finners  in  com¬ 
mon  with  all  men,  but  mod  notorious  finners.  They 
were  not  only  the  mod  grofs  and  irreclaimable  idola¬ 
ters,  but  infamous  for  all'  the  unnatural  lulls  by 
which  mankind  have  ever  made  themfelves  abomina¬ 
ble.  They  had  filled  up  the  meafure  of  their  fin,  and 
ripened  themfelves  for  deftru&ion.  They  appear  to 
have  been  great  finners  in  the  days  of  Abraham,  and 
God  ufed  powerful  means  to  reclaim  them,  in  the 
overthrow  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  in  which  a  part 
of  them  periffied.  With  great  long- differing  he  had 
born  with  their  provocations,  nearly  five  hundred 
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years,  from  the  time  of  Abraham  until  the  Ifraelites 
began  to  inherit  their  land.  There  is  nothing  there¬ 
fore,  in  the  whole  affair  of  their  extermination,  in- 
confiftent  with  the  mod  ftri£l  and  impartial  juftice, 
with  the  common  fenfe  of  mankind,  and  the  general 
courfe  of  providence  in  the  government  of  the  world. 

These  obfervations  anfwer  the  obje&ions  againft 
the  divine  command,  utterly  to  deftroy  the  Amalet* 
ites,  and  all  others  of  the  like  nature. 

How  ought  men  to  blufh  to  offer  fuch  groundlefs 
objections  in  fuch  a  magifterial  and  dogmatical  man¬ 
ner  !  How  unfair  and  contemptible  is  it  for  infidels  to 
obje£fc  and  clamor  in  fuch  a  manner  againft  the  Mo- 
fa  ic  and  Chriftian  fyftems,  when  the  fame  difficulty, 
if  any  there  be,  lies  equally  againft  their  own  ? 

II.  To  conclude  this  difcourfe,  let  what  has  been 
offered  ferve  to  guard  us  againft  the  fophiftry  of  deifm, 
and  confirm  our  faith  in  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old 
Teftament.  Let  it  excite  in  us  the  higheft  fenfe  of 
their  peerlefs  importance,  excellence,  and  ufefuinefs. 
Let  it  beget  in  us  a  greater  fenfe  of  the  ineftimable 
worth  of  the  hiftorical  parts  of  the  Old  Teftament ; 
and  even  of  the  genealogies,  as  they  ferve  fuch  im¬ 
portant  purpofes,  not  only  relative  to  ufeful  points  of 
knowledge,  but  are,  in  fome  refpedls,  fo  abfolutely 
and  effentially  neceffary  to  our  faith  and  fpiritual  con- 
folation. 

Let  us  blefs  our  heavenly  Father,  that  he  has 
given  us  fuch  abundant  evidence  that  the  fcriptures  of 
the  Old  Teftament  are  of  divine  original,  ftampedL 
with  the  image  of  his  infinite  purity,  wifdom,  and 
goodnefs  ;  and  that  we  are  aoie  to  give  fuch  reafonsof 
the  hope  which  is  in  us,  with  meeknefs  and  fear. 
Let  us  feel  our  obligations  to  him,  that  he  has  given 
unto  us  ftatutes  and  judgments  fo  righteous  as  all  this 
law,  which  he  has  fet  before  us.  May  we  prize  it 
more  than  thoufands  of  gold  and  filver.  May  it  be 
fweeter  to  our  tafte  than  honey  and  the  honeycombs 
May  we  meditate  in  it  day  and  night.  Let  us  confider 
how  great  and  happy  that  nation  and  people  are,  above 
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all  others,  who  enjoy  the  divine  oracles,  and  conform 
themfelves  to  their  puredn(lru£lion$  and  precepts  j 
and  how  near  this  will  make  God  to  us  in  all  things 
which  we  need,  and  for  which  we  (hall  call  upon  him. 
I-fCt  us  by  all  means  make  this  happinefs  our  own. 
Then  (hall  we  know,  by  happy  experience,  how 
righteoufnefs  exalteth  a  nation.  Then  (hall  wifdom 
and  knowledge  be  the  (lability  of  our  times,  and 
righteoufnefs  and  peace  (hall  be  in  our  day.  The 
promifes  and  hope  of  the  gofpel  will  cheer  us  in  the 
rugged  paths  of  life,  fmoothe  for  us  the  bed  of  death, 
mid  give  us  light  and  fortitude  in  the  gloomy  valley. 
-So  (hall  we  be  forever  planted  in  the  land  of  upright¬ 
ness,  and  (hare  in  the  endlefs  dignities  and  beatitudes 
4)f  the  great  falvation.  Amen. 
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DISCOURSE  V. 

On  the  authenticity  of  the  New  Teftament* 


HEBREWS  i.  2. 

HATH  in  thefe  l aft  days  fpoken  unto  us  by  his  SON ',  whom 
he  hath  appointed  heir  of  all  things ,  by  whom  alfo  he 
made  the  worlds . 

AS  the  verfe  preceding  this  is  an  ample  attedation 
i  divine  authority  of  the  fcriptures  of  the 

Old  ieftament,  fo  is  this  of  the  authenticity  and  fu- 
perior  excellency  of  the  New.  It  refers  back  to  God5 
who,  in  the  foregoing  context,  is  declared,  at  fundry 
times,  and  in  divers  manners,  in  pad  ages,  to  have 
fpoken  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  Tedament  unto  the 
fathers  by  the  prophets.  This  fame  God  and  father 
of  ah,  the  text  affirms,  hath  in  the  clofe  of  the  Jew** 
ilh  ages,  and  under  the  gofpel,  the  lad  difpenfation  of 
his  grace,  fpoken  unto  us,  by  a  far  more  dignified  and 
glorious  perfon,  his  only  begotten  and  well-beloved 
Son.  The  only  begotten  So IV,  which  is  in  the  bofom  of 
the  FATHER)  he  hath  revealed  him*  This  is  a  perfon 
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fo  truly  divine,  that  by  him  were  all  things  Created  that 
are  in  heaven ,  and  that  are  In  earthy  vifible  and  invtftble , 
whether  they  he  thrones ,  or  dominions ,  principalities  * 
°f  powers  ;  <3/7  zVhVzg.r  created  by  him  and  for  him . 

The  text  indru&s  us  that  according  to  his  original 
and  eflential  right,  as  a  divine  per  foil,  and  according 
‘to  the  immenfe  complacency  of  the  Father  in  him, 
he  hath,  by  fpecial  conditution,  ordained  him,  as 
God-man.  Mediator,  to  be  the  prophet,  pried,  and 
king  of  his  own  houle,  the  abfolute  heir  an  cl  Lord  of 
all  worlds  and  creatures,  even  tie  ad  ever  aft  things  to 
his  church . 

This  infinite  dignity  and  authority  of  the  perfon 
fpeaking  in  the  New  Tedament,  and  appointing  the 
-new,  fpiritual,  and  glorious  difpenfation  of  the  gof- 
pel,  the  apoftle  reprefents  to  imprefs  the  minds  of  the 
'Hebrews  with  a  fenfe  of  its  vaft  fuperioritv  to  that  of 
the  Mofaic  :  That  he  might  fhow  them,  that  how¬ 
ever  glorious  that  was,  which  was  now  to  be  done 
away  in  Christ,  yet  that  it  had  no  glory  in  this  refpetl , 

1 by  reafon  of  the  glory  that  excelkth  :*  That  he  might 
fhow  them  the  danger  of  turning  away  from  him  who 
fpeaheth  from  heaven  and  of  neglecting  io  great  a  falva- 
tion,  as  began  to  be  fpohen  unto  them  by  the  LoRD)  and 
was  confirmed  by  thofe  who  heard  him.  Thefe  indeed 
are  weighty  confiderations  to  engage  all,  who  hear  the 
gofpel,  immediately  to  give  it  their  moft  entire  cre¬ 
dence,  and  to  entertain  it  with  the  warmed  gratitude, 
as  a  faithful  faying  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation. f 
The  truth  contained  in  our  text,  that  the  books  of 
the  New  Tedament  are  the  words  of  God,  fpoken  by 
his  Son,  the  heir  and  Lord  of  all  things,  perfectly 
comports  with  the  promife  made  by  him  to  his  difei- 
ples,  relative  to  the  million  of  the  Hbly  Ghost,  and 
the  alfidance,  which  he  fiiould  give  them  in  the  com¬ 
pilation  of  the  feriptures  of  the  New  Tedament, 
'But  the  Comforter ,  which  is  the  Holy  GHOST,  whom  the 
Father  will  fend  in  my  natne>  he  fh all  teach  you  all 
things y  and  bring  all  things  to  your  remembranccy  whaU 

f  3  Cor.  iii.  10*  tf  1  Tim.  i.  45, 
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foever  1  have  faid  unto  you*  He  Jh  all  receive  of  mine , 
and  fall  Jloew  it  unto  you.f 

With  thefe  ideas  their  claims  and  declarations  en¬ 
tirely  correfpond.  They  claim  to  be  witnefies  of  all 
things  which  Jesus  began  both  to  do  and  teach,  and 
they  declared  that  what  they  fpoke  and  wrote  was  no 
other  than  the  word  of  God,  witnefled  not  barely  by 
them,  but  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  This  was  their  lan¬ 
guage,  And  we  are  his  witnejfes  of  iheje  things  and  fo  is 
the  Holy  GliOST.t  The  word  which  God  fent  unto  the 
children  of  Ifrael ,  preaching  peace  by  JESUS  CHRIST 
(he  is  LORD  of  all J  That  word ,  I  fay ,  ye  know ,  which 
was  pub lijhed  throughout  all  Judea ,  and  began  jrorn  Gal¬ 
ilee,  after  the  baptifm  which  John  preached.  And  we 
are  witnejfes  of  all  things  which  he  did  both  in  the  land 
of  the  Jews  and  at  Jerufalem.\\  Saith  the  evangelift 
John,  This  is  the  difciple  which  tefifieth  of  thefe  things * 
and  wrote  thefe  things  ;  and  we  know  that  hisHefimony  is 
true.§  d hat  which  was  from  the  beginning ,  which  we 
have  heard ,  which  we  have  feen  with  our  eyes ,  which  we 
have  looked  upon ,  and  our  hands  have  handled  of  the  word 
of  life ,  declare  we  unto  you*] 1  St.  Luke  attefts  his  gofpel 
to  be  a  declaration  of  things  which  were  moft  certain¬ 
ly  believed  among  Chriflians,  in  his  day,  and  had  been 
delivered  by  eye  witnefies  of  the  truth.  Thus  folemn- 
}y  and  harmonioufly  do  the  evangelifts  and  apoftles  at- 
teft  the  truth  and  divinity  of  the  writings  of  the  New 
Teftament.  That  thefe  feriptures  are  divinely  true  is 
the  great  point  now  to  be  further  iiluftrated.  For  this 
purpofe  it  may  be  obferved, 

I.  That  we  have  ample  evidence,  that  the  feveral 
books  of  the  New  Teftament  were  written  by  the  fev¬ 
eral  perfons  to  whom  they  have  been  generally  aferi- 
bed,  from  the  confeftions  and  writings  both  of  the 
friends  and  enemies  of  Chriftianity  ;  and  that  they 
were  received  with  great  efteem  and  veneration*  ag 
fthe  word  of  God. 

*  John  xiv.  2  6.  ^  f  Chap.  xvi.  14. 

t  LS.s  i.  22,  and  chap,  y,  32.  ||  Chap.  x.  36,  37,  30. 

i  John  xxi.  24.  J  j.John  i.  i,  3. 
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The  occafion  of  writing  them,  and  the  different 
periods  in  which  they  were  written,  are  generally 
known.  The  fame  books  which  we  now  have,  were 
at  an  early  period,  ufed  in  the  Chriftian  church! 
There  are  numerous  quotations  from  them,  in  the 
writings  of  the  Chriftian  fathers,  which  (how  them  to 
be  the  fame  fcriptures  which  we  now  enjoy.  Within 
a  few  centuries  after  our  Saviour’s  paffton  there  were 
catalogues  of  the  books  of  the  New  Teftament,  which 
contain  the  fame  books  which  we  now  acknowledge  as 
divine.  The  gofpels  of  Matthew  and  Mark  are  gene¬ 
rally  fuppo fed  to  have  been  written  within  a  few  years 
of  our  Saviour’s  paftion.  Chronologers  and  divines 
generally  place  them  in  the  year  42  or  44,  about  eight 
or  ten  years  after  our  Lord’s  afcenfion.  The  gofpei 
of  Luke  was  written  about  the  year  55,  a  little  more 
than  twenty  years  after  the  afcenfion.  The  Revela¬ 
tion,  and  the  gofpei  of  St.  John,  which  were  written 
the  laft  of  the  facred  books, ||  were  compofed  about 
the  year  96,  about  63  years  after  the  afcenfion  of  our 
bleffed  Saviour.  The  epiftles  were  all  written  be¬ 
tween  the  years  52  and  67. §  They  were  all  evidently 

%  !!  Some  place  the  writing  of  St.  John’s  gofpei  at  an  earlier  pe¬ 
riod,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  63.  SeeBifhop  Watforf  s  collections. 

§  The  epiftles  are  net  placed  in  our  bibles,  according  to  the 
time  in  which  they  were  written,  which  appears  to  have  been 
in  the  following  order. 

The  firft  epiftle  to  the  Theflalbnians,  Anno  Domini  $3. 
The  fecond  epiftle  to  the  Theflalonians, 

The  firft  epiftle  to  the  Corinthians, 

The  epiftle  to  the  Galatians, 

The  fecond  epiftle  to  the  Corinthians,  and 
The  epiftle  to  the  Romans, 

The  epiftles  to  the  Ephefians,  Philipians, 

Coloffians,  and  Philemon, 

The  epiftle  to  the  Hebrews,  63. 

The  epiftles  of  St.  Peter,  St.John,  and  St.  Jude,  66. 

The  fecond  epiftle  to  Timothy,  67. 

The  epiftle  of  James  was  written  about  the  fame 
time  with  the  laft  to  Timothy. 

The  A<fts  of  the  apoftles  are  generally  iuppofed 
to  have  been  written  about  the  year  63,  foon 
after  St.  Luke,''  the  writer,  took  leave  of  the  a«* 
pollle  Paul  at  Rome.  ,  < 
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written  before  the  defrru&ion  of  Jerufalem,  which 
was  in  the  year  70.  All  the  books  therefore  of  the 
New  Teftament  were  written,  and  the  whole  canon 
of  fcripture  completed,  in  the  firft  century,  within  a 
little  more  than  fixty  years  after  our  Lord  was  glori¬ 
fied.  They  were  all  written  while  the  apoftles  and 
multitudes  of  the  firft  Chriftians  were  living,  and 
while  the  firft  churches  at  Jerufalem,  Antioch,  Alex¬ 
andria,  Rome,  Ephefus,  Corinth  and  other  places 
were  in  their  full  glory. 

The  primitive  pallors  and  churches  mo  ft  certainly 
knew  what  books  were  written  by  infpired  men,  the 
evangelifts  and  apoftles  *,  and  they  took  the  utmofl 
care  and  pains  to  diftinguifh  them  from  all  forged  and 
fpurious  writings  ;  and  to  preferve  and  tranfmit  them 
un  corrupted  to  pofterity.  Thefe  books  were  conftant- 
ly  read>  commented  and  preached  upon  in  the 
churches  ;  and  the  primitive  fathers  quoted  them 
abundantly  in  their  writings,  as  divines  do  at  thepref- 
ent  day.  They  declare,  that  there  were  four  gofpels 
only,  which  they  called  by  the  fame  names  which 
they  now  bear.  It  appears  that  Polycarp,  who  was 
contemporary  with  the  apoftles,  has  a  pafiage  in  which 
he  not  only  attefls  that  there  were,  in  his  time,  the 
four  gofpels,  as  we  have  received  them,  but  in  which 
the  beginnings  of  each  of  them  are  recited.f  Juftin 
Martyr,  who  lived  and  wrote  his  firft  apology  for 

This  hiftory  was  originally  and  univerfally  received  by  the 
primitive  churches  among  their  true  and  genuine  fcriptures. 
It  is  found  in  the  firft,  and  in  all  the  catalogues  of  the  New 
Teftament  It  is  quoted  by  St.  Clement,  who  was  a  compan¬ 
ion  of  St.  Paul  ;  by  Polycarp,  adifciple  of  St.  John  ;  by  Pa- 
pias  and  Irenssus,  who  flourifhed  in  the  fecond  century.  It  con¬ 
tains  an  irrefragable  evidence  of  the  truth  of  Chriftianity,  as 
it  records  the  acc@mplifhment  of  the  promifes  and  predi<fiions 
of  Christ  to  his  apoftles  :  That  foon  after  his  afcenfion  they 
fhould  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  fhould  fpeak  with 
new  tongues,  and  do  greater  works  than  himfelf.  It  records 
the  power  and  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel,  in  turning  finners  from 
'darknels  to  light,  and  earning  Satan  to  fall  like  lightning  from 
heaven. 

t  Dr.  Whitby’s  preface  to  the  four  Evangelifts* 


94 


ON  THE  AUTHENTICITY  OP 


■S  I,! 


'  ji 


i 


,A *  &£-.&>-  - 

■f 


Dis. 


Chriftianity,  about  the  middle  of  the  fecond  century, 
and  his  fecond  twelve  years  after,  viz.  in  the  year  162I 
fhows  that  thefe  books  were  then  well  known  by  the 
name  of  the  gofpels,  and  that  they  were  read  by 
Chriftians  in  their  affemblies  every  Lord's  day.  He 
cites  paflages  out  of  them  all,  and  declares  them  to  be 
the  words  of  Christ.;):  Indeed  the  citations  of  Juf- 
tin  Martyr,  Origen,  Clemens  Romanus,  St.  Ignatius, 
Irenaeus,  and  others,  are  almoft  innumerable.  Ire- 
naeus  only  has  cited  St.  Luke  s  gofpel  more  than  an 
hundred  times,  and  affirms,  that  the  hiflories  of 
Christ  which  Luke  alone  had  written  were  received 
by  all  Chriftians.  The  quotations  of  Cyril,  Cyprian, 
Ambrofe,  Auftin,  and  others,  from  this  and  all  the 
other  gofpels  are  too  numerous  to  be  particularly  no¬ 
ticed.  Thefe  gofpels  were  received  as  of  divine  au¬ 
thority,  and  as  decifive  in  all  points  of  dodlrine  and 
controverfy.  The  Chriftian  fathers  and  hiftorians  give 
us  an  account  of  the  occaftons  on  which  the  gofpels 
were  written,  and  that  fuch  as  were  the  difciples  of 
Christ  carried  them  into  the  various  countries  where 
they  preached,  and  left  them  with  the  churches.fi 
Not  only  the  gofpels,  but  the  epiftles  are  witnefled 
both  by  the  Chriftian  fathers,  and  the  avowed  ene¬ 
mies  of  the  church.  Julian  openly  confeffed,  that 
there  were  Peter’s,  Paul’s,  Matthew’s,  Mark’s,  and 
Luke’s  writings,  which  were  read  among  Chriftians 
under  thofe  particular  names. § 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  as  a  further  evidence  of  the 
truth  of  the  New  Teftament  fcriptures,  that  we  find 
catalogues  of  all  the  facred  books  which  were  received 
and  ufed,  as  divine  by  Chriftians,  in  the  primitive 
churches,  containing  the  fame  books  of  the  New 
Teftament  which  are  now  in  our  bibles.  Thefe  were 
made  by  different  men,  in  different  parts  of  the  world  ; 

t  See  Dr.  Whitby’s  preface  to  the  four  Evangelifts. 

jj  Edwards’  Mifcellanies  p.  204,  205,  206.^  In  which  are 
quotations  from  Polycarp,  Juftin  Martyr,  Origen,  Eufebius, 
and  many  others. 

$  Grotius  de  verit.  Lib.  xiii.  Chap.iii.  Se<5h  3. 
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at  Alexandria,  Jerufalem,  Conftantinople,  Africa* 
Venice,  Carthage,  and  other  places.  One  was  made 
by  Origen  prefbyter  of  Alexandria,  as  early  as  the 
year  210  in  which  are  all  the  books  which  we  now 
have  in  the  New  Teftament,  except  the  epiftles  of 
James  and  Jude.  Thefe  he,  however,  owns  in  other 
parts  of  his  writings.  We  have  two  catalogues  of 
the  New  Teftament,  one  made  by  Eufebius  Pamphi- 
lus,  and  the  other  by  Athanaflus,  bifhop  of  Alexan¬ 
dria,  in  the  year  315,  which  perfectly  agree  with  ours 
in  the  New  Teftament.  There  are  nine  others,  mad© 
in  the  fourth  century,  by  which  it  appears  that  the 
Chriftian  churches  had  the  fame  facred  books  which 
we  have  received,  and  that  they  acknowledged  them 
to  have  been  divine. # 

Besides,  the  books  of  the  New  Teftament  were* 
at  an  early  period,  tranflated  into  different  languages* 
for  the  afliftance  of  the  churches  in  the  various  na¬ 
tions  among  whom  the  gofpel  was  promulgated.'  They 
are  fuppoled  to  have  been  tranflated  into  the  Syriac 
language  in,  or  very  foon  after  the  apoftolic  age.  It 
has  been  the  ancient  and  univerfal  tradition,  among 
the  Syrian  churches,  that  the  New  Teftament  was 
tranflated  into  their  language  by  St.  Mark  himfelf- 
And  authors  have  fhown,  from  the  language  itfelf,  or 
particular  names  and  phrafes  in  the  tranflation,  that  it 
muft  have  been  made  early  in  the  fecond,  if  not  before 

*  See  Jones’  Canon  of  the  New  Teftament,  part.  I.  chap.  8. 
See  alfo  Dr.  Lardner,  who  has  particularly  noticed  the  e-arly 
catalogues  of. the  New  Teftament.  He  has  Origen’s  in  voI.IL 
p.  466.  Dr.  Kippis’  edition,  vol.  IV.  p.  32-6.  He  particularly 
relates  the  catalogue  of  Athanahus,  bifhop  of  Alexandria* 
which  is  the  fame  with  ours.  After  naming  all  the  books,  he 
quotes  thefe  words  from  the  bifhop,  “  Thefe  are  the  fountains 
ef  falvation,  that  he  who  thirfts  may  be  fatisfied  with  the  ora¬ 
cles  contained  in  them.  In  thefe  alone  the  doftrine  of  religion  is 
taught.  Let  no  man  add  to  them,  or  take  any  thing  from  them.’* 
See  in  the  fame  volume  p.  299  and  300  the  catalogue  of  Cyril, 
bifhop  of  Jerufalem,  and  in  his  feveaal  volumes  may  be  feen  an 
account  of  many  early  catalogues  of  the  New  Teftament,  giv¬ 
ing  the  ampleft  evidence  that  the  fame  feriptures  which  we  now 
have,  were  acknowledged  by  the  church  in  the  primitive  ages. 
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e?d  of  the  ^  century. t  Further,  we  have  at- 
tcltations,  that  the  fcriptures  were  read  in  the  Syrian 
churches  from  the  beginning.  It  is  therefore  mo  ft  cer¬ 
tain,  that  the  fcriptures  were  tranfiated  into  the  Syriac 
language  in,  or  very  foon  after  the  apoflolic  age. 

'Ihis  tranflation  is  mod  accurate  and  admirably 
agrees  with  our  verfion  of  the  New  Teftament.  The 
New  Teftament  was  alfo  tranfiated  into  the  Latin, 
Araom,  and  many  other  languages,  many  centuries 
ago,  and  m  thefe  various  and  different  languages,  in 
countries  far  disjoined  from  each  other,  there  are  not 
only  the  lame  oooks,  but  there  is  an  admirable  agree¬ 
ment  between  them  ;  and  the  churches  have,  with 
one  confent,  for  almoft  eighteen  hundred  years,  re¬ 
ceived  them  as  divine.  In  the  fourth  century,  it  was 
ordaineti,  that  thefe  with  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old 

Teftament,  and  no  others,  fhould  be  read  in  the 

churches. 

^aENCE  tncre  are  mod  certainly  no  other  writings  in 
the  world  fo  univerfaily  attefted  to  be  true  and  genuine, 
by  the  content,  hiftories,  and  writings  of  fo  many  na¬ 
tions,  and  by  enemies  as  well  as  friends,  as  thofe  of 
the  New  Teftament. 

II.  It  fir al  1  be  further  obferved,  in  confirmation  of 
t  le  truth^or  the  writings  of  the  New  Teftament,  and 
oi  the  Chriftian  fyftem,  that  from  the  time  of  our 
Saviour’s  afeenfion,  or  very  foon  after,  there  have  been 
*ijch.  ^r°rftiippers  of  God  and  the  Redeemer,  as 
Chiiftians.  I  hey  were  found  among  all  nations,  in 
Paleftine,  Italy,  A fi a,  Africa,  and'Europe.  They 
were  a  people  of  an  entirely  diftincl  religion,  of  doc¬ 
trines,  facraments,  worfhip,  and  difeipline,  different 
trom  all  others  ever  known  or  pra&ifed  before  upon 
earth.  This  is  evident  from  the  edi&s  of  the  Roman 
empire,  from  the  hiftory  of  the  perfecutions  and  fuffer- 
ii.gs  v/n ich  the  Chriftians  endured  in  the  various  parts 
of  the  world  ;  and  from  the  early  attempts  which  were 
made  to  extirpate  them  and  deftroy  their  writings. 

t  See  Jones’ Canon  of  the  New  Teftament,  and  Dr.  Whit¬ 
by'S  preface  to  the  epiftles. 
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The  hidories  and  attedations  of  thefe  matters  are  too 
numerous  here  to  be  mentioned.  Tacitus,  Suetonius, 
and  Pliny,  Roman  hidorians,  allure  us  that  in  the 
days  of  Nero,  who  began  his  reign  about  twenty  years 
afcer  the  paflion  of  our  Saviour,  there  was  a  vad: 
number  of  Chridians,  not  only  in  Judea,  but  in 
Rome,  again  ft  whom  Nero  raifed  persecution.*  They 
attefl,  that  many  of  both  fexes,  and  of  every  age 
and  rank,  were  infedled  with  this  fuperdition,  and 
that  it  was  fpread  not  only  over  the  cities,  but  villages 
and  fields,  and  that  the  Heathen  temples  were  almofi: 
deferted.f  The  tedimony  of  Chridian  writers,  to 
thefe  fads,  is  abundant.  Particularly  Clemens  Roma- 
nus,  Ignatius,  Polycarp,  Judin  Martyr,  Irenseus, 
Tatian,  and  Athenagoras  witnefs  the  numbers  and  fuf- 
ferings  of  the  Chridians  in  the  reign  of  this  bloody 
tyrant.  Some  of  thefe  lived  in  the  age  of  the  apodles, 
wrote  in  the  fird,  and  all  of  them  before  the  end  of 
the  fecond  century,  Hidory  and  the  apologies  of  the 
Chridian  fathers  are  fo  full  and  exprefs  on  this  head, 
that  it  can  admit  of  no  reafonable  doubt. 

But  this  mightily  ferves  to  evince  the  truth  of  divine 
revelation  efpecrally  the  truth  of  the  New  Tedament. 
For  had  there  not  been  fuch  a  perfon  as  Jesus  Christ, 
fuch  men  as  his  apodles,  and  fuch  indrudions  as  thofe 
contained  in  the  New  Tedament,  there  never  could 
have  been  fuch  a  fed  of  people  as  Chridians,  nor  fuch 
dodrines,  facraments,  difcipline,  and  worlhip  as  are 
peculiar  to  the  Cnridian  church.  The  exidence  of 
fuch  a  people  in  Judea,  and  in  all  parts  of  the  Roman 
empire,  in  the  reign  of  Nero,  the  perfecutions  raifed 
againd  them,  anci  the  amazing  fufferings  which  they 
endured  for  their  adherence  to  Christ,  and  his  holy 
religion,  demondrate  that  the  Chridian  fydem  then  ex- 
ided,  and  that  it  was  mod  certainly  believed  and  known 
to  be  a  religion  from  God.  Had  not  this  been  the  cafe, 
they  would  not  have  relinquidied  their  prejudices  and 

*  Tacitus  Ann.  Lib.  xv.  c.  44. 
t  Sueton,  Ner.  cap.  xvi.  and  Plin.  epid.  Lib.  x.  epift.  9;4 
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renounced  all  other  religions,  Judaifm  and  the  wor- 
Chip  of  dumb  idols  j  they  would  not  have  given  up 
their  lu ft s,  prayed  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  forfaken  fa¬ 
ther  and  mother,  wives  and  children,  and  facrificed 
eafe,  fortune,  life,  and  every  thing  dear  to  men,  in 
this  world,  for  Christ  and  the  gofpel’s  fake,  as  they 
moft:  certainly  did.  No  rational  account  can  be  given 
of  this,  but  on  the  fuppofition,  thaethey  had  received 
and  believed,  beyond  all  doubt,  the  fcriptures  of  the 
New  Teftament.  They  could  not  have  believed  them 
had  they  not  known  that  the  fadls  which  the  apoftles 
related  were  true.  Had  they  not  had  evidence,  that 
Jesus  arofe  from  the  dead  *,  that  his  fpirit  was  ftied 
forth  upon  the  difciples  on  the  day  of  Penteeoft  *,  that 
the  difciples  caftout  devils,' healed  the  lick,  fpake  all 
manner  of  tongues,  and  that  the  gifts  which  the  apof* 
ties  relate  in  their  writings  attended  them,  they  never 
would  have  received  the  gofpel.  They  would  have 
been  able  themfelves,  to  witnefs,  that  the  2poftolic  wri¬ 
tings  were  not  to  be  depended  on  ;  and  would  have 
rejedted  the  whole  as  a  grofs  impofition. 

The  fuppofition,  that  the  inftrudtions  contained  in 
the  New  Teftament, and  that  the  writing  of  thofe  fcrip¬ 
tures  were  not  foon  after  our  Saviour’s  exaltation,  dur¬ 
ing  the  apoftolic  age,  would  betofuppofe  that  Chriftianity 
exifted  in  its  dodtrines,  fabbath,  facraments,  worfhip, 
and  difcipline,  even  before  the  inftrudlions  and  fyftem 
of  truths  on  which  it  is  founded  were  given.  This 
would  not  only  be  a  grand  abfurdity  ;  but  contradidi 
all  hiftory,  both  facred  and  profane,  relative  to  that 
matter.  We  have  therefore  ftrong  evidence  of  what 
the  fcriptures  relate,  and  that  they  were  written  while 
the  apoftles  and  hrft  Chriftians  were  living. 

I1T.  The  truth  of  the  fcriptures  of  the  New  Tefta¬ 
ment  appears  from  the  charadter  of  the  writers,  the 
manner  of  their  writing,  and  the  circumftances  in 
which  they  wrote.  They  could  have  been  influenced 
to  preach  and  write  as  they  did  from  no  poflible  views 
of  a  worldly  nature,  nor  indeed  from  any  profpedls,  in 
time  or  eternity,  had  they  not  moft  certainly  known 
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that  the  fads  which  they  teftified,  and  the  doAnne* 

which  they  preached  were  true. 

W iTH  refpecl  to  their  character,  tiiey  appear  to 
have  been  capable  of  knowing  whether  the  things 
which  they  teftified  and  wrote  were  true,  and  of  wri¬ 
ting  them  intelligibly  and  faithfully.  They  exhibit  ev¬ 
ery  appearance  of  fober,  honeft,  and  faithful  men  , 
free  from  all  fiightinefs  and  enthufiafm.  I  hey,  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms,  condemn  all  falfehood,  deceit,  and  im- 
pofture,  denounce  the  curfe  and  vengeance  of  Gob 
againft  all  corrupt ors  of  the  goipcl,  againll  all  liars  and 
evu  .  k  i  wickednefiu  They  appear  to  have  been 
eminently  pmus,  r  gnteous,  and  charitable  ,  wonder¬ 
fully  to  have  loved  Goo  and  mankind.  They  appear 
to  have  labored  and  iuffered  above  all  other  men  for 
the  glory  of  their  Redeemer  and  the  good  of  human 
kind.  Now  that  fuch  men  ihould  be  guilty  of  fuch 
great  wicked nefs  as  to  write  a  (yftem  of  lies,  and  impofe 
it  upon  mankind,  is  not  credible. 

As  to  the  manner  of  their  writing,  it  is  mo  ft  fimple* 
arid  exhibits  every  appearance  of  veracity.  They  re¬ 
late  the  poverty,  fufferings,  {hame,  death,  and  burial 
of  their  mailer  \  their  own  contentions,  tailings,  and 
miftakes.  They  go  into  no  encomiums  of  their  Sav¬ 
iour,  nor  of  themfelves.  They  have  uttered  no  invec¬ 
tives  againft  their  enemies,  but  the  fpirit  of  Jesus*  of 
candor  and  'love  breathes  through  all  their  writings* 
They  relate  facts  in  the  molt  plain  and  fimple  manner, 
without  any  parade  or  flourifti,  without  applaufes  or 
criminations. 

In  the  circumftances  in  which  they  wrote,  they  could 
have  no  poftibie  worldly  motive.  'They  had  witnefied 
the  hatred  both  of  jews  and  Gentiles  againft  their 
Saviour,  for  the  do£trines  he  preached  and  the  claims 
he  made.  They  had  feen  him  crucified  as  an  im- 
poftor,  in  the  moft  ignominious  and  cruel  manner. 
They  knew  how  the  religion  of  the  crofs  was  every 
where  fpoken  againft  :  How  unpopular  it  would  be  to 
preach  up  pardon  and  life  eternal  through  a  Saviour 
who  had  lately  been  crucified  at  Jerufalem,  as  a  deceiv- 
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er  and  b  afphemer.  Jesus  himfelf  had  attired  them 
that  if  they  had  called  the  mailer  of  the  houfe  BeeU 
zcbub,  they  would  much  more  thus  call  thofe  of  his 
houfehold.  He  had  premonifhed  them,  that  men 
would  deliver  them  up  to  councils,  and  fcourge  them 
m  the  f ynagogues  :  That  they  fhould  be  brought  before 
governors  and  kings  for  his  fake,  for  a  teftimonv  to 
them  and  the  Gentiles  :  And  that  they  fhould  be  hated 
of  all  men  for  his  name’s  fake.*  He  promifed  them 
nothing  in  this  world  for  all  their  fervices  and  fufler- 
mgs  ;  but  taught  them  to  wait  for  honors  beyond  the 
grave.  1  hey  were  to  be  asfheep  in  the  mid  ft  of  wolves, 
and  they  knew  that  the  world  would  be  fo  mad  again-ft 
V? fbat  whofoever  killed  them  would  think  that  he 
did  God  fervice.f  They  had  nothing  of  a  worldly 
nature  to  offer  to  mankind  ;  nothing  which  they  loved 
to  engage  them  to  become  Chriftians.  In  thefe  cir- 
cum  fiances,  they  could  have  no  worldly  motives  or 
profpecls  to  preach  and  write  as  they  did.  All  worldly 
motives  and  profpecls  were  entirely  againfl  them. 

Important  is  it  further  to  obferve,  that  they 
could  have  been  induced  by  no  motives  from  another 
world,  had  they  not  mod  certainly  known  and  believed 
t-ie  truths  which  they  preached  and  wrote.  If  Jesus 
was  an  impoftor,  and  if  they  were  found  falfe  witnef- 
les  betore  God  they  could  have  no  profpe&of  fuccefs 
in  preaching  the  gofpel,  no  peace  in  their  own  minds 
in  tliis  world,  nor  could  they  expedt  any  thing  in  the ' 
world  to  come.  They  were,  for  nothing,  making 
themfelves  of  all  men  the  mofl  miferable.  They  could 
not  theiefore  be  impoftors,  but  their  writings  mud  be 
true  and  genuine.  No  impoftors  were  ever  found  ac¬ 
ting  in  like  circumftances.  They  are  always  influenced 
by  worldly  motives,  and  have  always  promifed  world- 
\j  good,  power,  honor,  riches,  orpleafures,  to  induce 
others  to  commence  their  followers. 

Further,  the  apoflles  and  primitive  Chriftians  en¬ 
dured  all  things  for  the  fake  of  their  teftimony  and 

Matth.  x.  16  to  the  clofe  of  35th  v-erfs.  f  John  xyi.  z. 
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their  Saviour.  Their  \Vent  out  into  all  the  world,  to 
preach  the  gofpel  unto  every  creature.  They  were  in 
labors  and  perils  more  abundantly,  and  facrificed  every 
thing  dear,  of  a  temporal  nature,  to  the  divine  honor 
and  the  good  of  their  fellow  men.  They  fealed  their 
teftimony  with  their  biood.  No  fears  of  death,  by 
crucifixion,  by  burning  at  the  (fake,  in  the  moft  terri¬ 
ble  manner, #  or  by  any  other  means  which  malice  and 
art  could  devife  *,  no  promifes  of  honor,  wealth,  worldly 
eafe,  pleafure,  or  influence  could  diffiiade  them  from 
their  teftimony,  nor  induce  them  to  renounce  Christ 
and  his  glorious  gofpel.  Is  it  poffible  that  they  fhould 
have  adled  in  this  magnanimous  and  fuperexcellent 
manner,  upon  any  other  fuppofition  than  this,  that 
they  knew,  as  the  apoflle  John  affirms,  that  their  tef¬ 
timony  was  true,  and  that  they  were  animated  and  af- 
fifled  by  God  hitnfelf  ?  When  was  it  ever  known,  that 
men  became  liars  and  impoflors  without  any  worldly, 
or  finifter  views  ?  Or  when  have  liars  and  impoftors 
flood  to  their  falfehoods  under  all  fufferings,  and  died 
martyrs  to  their  own  frauds  ? 

IV*  The  writings  of  the  New  Teflament  appear 
to  be  of  divine  original,  as  they  are  (lamped  with  di¬ 
vinity,  and  exhibit  the  very  image  of  God. 

Various  internal  evidences  of  the  divine  original  of 
the  feriptures  of  the  Old  Tellament  have  been  already 
noticed,  in  a  preceding  difeourfe.  Mod  of  thefe  ap¬ 
pear  with  more  clear  and  convincing  evidence  in  the 
New.  Others  it  has,  peculiar  to  itfelf,  not  lefs  ftrik- 
ing  and  forcible.  The  do£lrines  and  fcheme  of  re¬ 
demption  appear  high  and  glorious,  far  above  all  hu¬ 
man  and  finite  conception.  Great  is  the  myflery  of 
godlinefs  :  God  was  manifefled  in  the  flefh.f  Who 
could  have  conceived  the  dodlrine  of  the  adorable 

*  Some  were  difguifed  in  the  fkins  of  wild  beads  and  worri- 
-ed  to  death  by  dogs.  Some  were  crucified,  and  others  were 
mapped  in  fhirts  dipped  in  pitch,  or  befmeared  with  it  and  then 
fet  on  fire,  to  illuminate  the  night.  Lardner’s  Jewifh  and  Hea¬ 
then  teftimony*  +  1  Tim.  iii.  ik 
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Trinity,  which  is  fundamental  to  the  whole  plan  of 
^recovering  mercy  ?  That  God  fo  loved  the  world,  that 
he  would  give  his  only  begotten  Son  from  his  bofom  to 
fave  the  rebellious  ?  That  the  eternal  word  would  un¬ 
dertake  the  arduous  work,  faying,  Lo,  I  come  ;  I  de¬ 
light  to  do  thy  will,  0  my  God  ?*  Who  could  have 
known,  that  he  would  have  laid  down  his  life  for  the 
sheep  ?  What  creature  could  have  imagined  the  union 
of  the  divine  and  human  natures,  in  the  one  perfon  of 
Jesus  Christ  ?  That  unto  us  a  fon  fhould  be  given, 
who  is  the  mighty  God ,  the  everlafiling  FATHER  /f 
That  this  wonderful  and  glorious  perfon  who  knew  no 
fin ,  Jhould  be  made  fin  fior  us,  that  we  might  be  made  the 
right  eoufinefis  of  God  in  him  ;  and  that  through  his  fit  rip  cs 
we  might  be  healed  Was  it  not  equally  beyond  the 
ken  of  human  knowledge,  that  the  divine  Spirit,  who 
proceedeth  from  the  Father  and  the  Son,  fhould  be 
Tent  to  convince  the  world  of  fin,  and  vighteoufnefs, 
and  judgment  ?  To  filed  abroad  the  divine  love  in  the 
'hearts  of  men,  and  to  abide,  as  a  fanCtifier,  guide, 
and  comforter,  forever  with  the  faints  ?  Are  not  thefe 
thoughts  above  the  thoughts  of  men,  as  the  heavens 
*are  above  the  earth  ? 

Do  not  other  parts  of  this  aftonifhing  plan,  the  ref* 
urreCtion  of  Jesus  Christ,  as  the  firft  fruits  of  them 
who  flept,  his  exaltation  to  be  head  over  all  things  to 
the  church;  the  refurreCtion  of  the  dead;  that  Christ 
willlofe  nothing  in  the  grave,  but  raife  up  all  his  peo¬ 
ple  at  the  laft  day,  and  give  to  every  foul  its  own  body; 
the  committing  of  all  judgment  unto  him,  and  his  ap¬ 
pearing  in  glory,  with  his  mighty  angels,  and  judging 
the  world  in  righteoufnefs,  equally  furpafs  all  human 
underftanding  ?  Was  it  a  point  of  mere  human  knowl¬ 
edge,  that  God  will  bring  good  out  of  all  evil  ?  That 
the  wrath  of  man  fhall  praife  him,  and  that  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  wrath  he  will  reftrain  ?  That  he  created, 
and  governs  all  things  for  his  own  glory,  and  at  the 
fame  time  for  the  greateft  perfection  and  happinefs  of 

*  P/alm  xl.  7,  8#  f  Jfaiah  b*  6*  %  %  Cor,  y.%u  Ifaiah liii.  £* 
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his  moral  kingdom  ?  That  thefe  are  united  and  perfeCt- 
3y  harmonize  in  the  divine  plan  ?  Did  any  of  the  prin¬ 
ces  of  this  world,  did  the  philosophers,  or  any  of  its 
wife  men  difcover  or  know -thefe  things  ?  Were  they 
not  hidden  from  ages  and  generations  ?  And  would 
they  not  have  been  forever  unknown,  had  not  he  who 
was  in  the  bofom  of  the  Father  revealed  them  ?  Were 
they  mere  fictions  would  they  not  far  exceed  every 
thing  which  ever  has  been  conceived  by  the  human 
mind  ?  Can  it  then,  with  the  leaf!  color  of  reafon,  be 
imagined  that  Jesus,  the  carpenter,  and  twelve  fifher- 
men  of  Galilee,  without  Supernatural  afiiftance,  could 
have  fird  conceived  and  taught  them.  Do  not  the  wif- 
dom,  love,  power,  juftice,  and  faithfulnefs  of  God, 
in  this  admirable  Scheme  of  holinefs  and  Salvation,  har¬ 
monize  and  {bine  forth  in  the  mod  godlike  and  glori¬ 
ous  luftre,  paffing  all  underftanding  ?  Do  not  the  an¬ 
gels  defire  to  look  into  thefe  things  ?  Do- not  even 
principalities  and  powers,  in  heavenly  places,  learn  by 
them,  in  the  church,  the  manifold  wifdom  of  God  ? 
Is  it  not  a  fydem  of  infinite  love,  deeply  imprefled 
with  the  Signature  of  all  the  divine  perfections  ? 

The  divinity  of  the  New  Tedament  further  ap¬ 
pears,  in  that  the  gofpel  exhibits  the  only  conceivable 
plan  of  perfeCt  union  among  rational  creatures,  and 
between  them  and  their  Creator,  and  of  the  great- 
ed  poflible  happinefs  of  the  intelligent  fydem.  In 
the  gofpel  fydem  love  is  the  grand  principle  of  union, 
piety,  righteoufnefs,  and  all  holy  exercifes  and  con¬ 
duct.  In  infinite  love  God  is  perfectly  and  eternally 
united  to  all  holy  beings,  and  enjoys  all  the  happinefs 
of  the  intelligent  fydem.  In  fupreme  love  men  are 
united  to  God  above  all  in  heaven  or  in  earth.  Whom 
have  I  in  heaven  hut  thee  ?  And  there  is  none  upon  earth 
■ that  I  defire  hefides  thee. f  PerfeCt  love  to  him,  and  the 
fame  love  to  men  and  angels,  which  the  law  enjoins 
on  us  towards  our  neighbour,  forms  a  perfeCt  union 
between  Gop,  and  all  the  individuals  of  his  great 
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moral  kingdom.  And  this  is  the  only  principle  which 
can  form  a  perfed  and  permanent  union.  *A11  other 
unions  are  felfifh,  and  are  no  further  perfeft  than  the 
different  interefts  and  feelings  of  the  individuals  and 
parties  of  whom  they  are  compofed  unite.  This  is 
but  very  imperfectly;  and  the  moment  they  become 
divided,  and  their  feelings  different,  the  union  is  dif- 
folvcd,  and  variance,  ftrife,  and  hatred  take  the  place 
of  union  and  love.  The  fame  felf-intereft,  or  felfifh- 
nefs,  which  unites,  feparates,  and  caufes  the  parties 
even  to  third  lor  biood.  ]3ut  divine  love  forms  one 
common  intered  among  all  its  fubje&s,  directs  all  to 
one  common  centre,  and  creates  perfect  and  perpetual 
harmony  and  peace.  This  at  once  creates  the  greated 
poflible  happinefs  ;  as  perfect  love  appropriates  all  the 
happinefs  of  tlie  beloved  objects,  whether  of  God, 
angeis  01  men,  fo  f  ar  as  it  can  ds  pofiibly  comprehend*- 
ed.  In  perfect  love  men  and  angels  will  be  as  bleffed 
in  the  fupreme  eternal  dominion,  majedy,  purity,  and 
bleflednefs  of  the  Deity,  fo  far  as  they  come  within 
their  view,  as  if  they  were  their  own.  This  alfo  will 
enable  them  to  enjoy  all  the  happinefs  of  each  other  ; 
and  indeed  all  the  happinefs  in  the  univerfe  of  which 
they  can  form  any  poflible  conception.  Hence  all  holy 


beinirs,  every  one  who  overcomeih ,  will  inherit  all 
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SeJfifhnefs  contracts  a  man  s  enjoyments, 
and  confines  them  to  himfelf  and  his  connexions;  but 
love,  or  univerial  good  will,  extends  them  to  everv 
thing.  Hence  fays  the  apodle,  Having  nothings  a?id 
yet  pojfejjing  all  things .f  Is  it  not  peculiar  to  the  gofpel 
that  all  piety  and  morality  are  founded  in  love,  and 
placed  in  the  heart  ?  And  that  it  requires  that  every 
thought  and  adiion  fhould  be  aimed  at  the  glory  of 
God  and  the  good  of  his  moral  kingdom  ?  Is  this  the 
religion  of  the  world  ?  Certainly  it  is  not.  Whence 
then  is  its  origin  ?  Can  it  be  from  any  other  fource 
but  God  himfelf  ? 

Further,  the  doctrines,  promifes,  defign,  and 
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morals  of  the  gofpel  prefent  us  with  a  mod  glorious 
character  of  God,  and  in  this  refpe£t  bear  ftrong  im« 
preffions  of  divinity.  The  divine  character,  as  ex¬ 
hibited  by  Mofes  and  the  prophets,  appears  indeed 
glorious  in  holinefs  ;  but  as  revealed  in  the  gofpel,  in 
the  face  of  Jesus  Christ,  it  excels  incomparably 
more  in  glory.  How  doth  his  infinite  love  appear  in 
the  gift  of  his  Son,  to  die  for  Tinners  ?  In  recovering 
an  innumerable  multitude  of  all  nations,  not  only  from 
the  ruins  of  their  apoftacy,  but  in  raifing  them  up, 
and  making  them  fit  together  in  heavenly  places  in 
Christ  Jesus  ;  tand  in  caufing  them  to  reign  in  life 
with  him  forever  ?  How  do  his  greatnefs,  wifdom, 
power,  and  goodnefs  fhine  forth  in  governing  all 
worlds,  creatures,  and  events  the  lead  as  well  as  the 
greated,  every  thought,  word,  and  a&ion,  life  and 
death,  for  the  glory  of  his  name,  the  good  of  every 
Chridian  and  the  perfection  and  happinefs  of  the  intel¬ 
ligent  creation  ?  In  fecuring  this  to  all  the  heirs  of 
promife,  by  covenant  engagements  ?  How  great  and 
beneficent  does  he  appear  in  his  promifes,  that  the  gates 
of  hell  fhall  never  prevail  againd  the  church  5  that  noth¬ 
ing  fhall  offend  thofe  who  love  him  ;  and  that  he  will, 
give  them  all  a  crown  of  life  and  a  kingdom  which  can¬ 
not  be  fhaken  ?  How  glorious  in  holinefs  does  he  ap¬ 
pear,  in  the  defign  of  the  gofpel,  which  is  to  glorify  hitn- 
felf,  in  making  his  kingdom  honorable,  holy,  and 
happy  in  the  highed  podible  degree  ?  and  in  his  law 
as  explained  and  fulfilled  by  Jesus  Christ  ;  as  pro¬ 
hibiting  every  thing  wrong  in  thought,  word,  and 
deed,  as  requiring  nothing  but  love,  and  as  all  fulfill¬ 
ed  m  kind  affe&ian  and  conduct  ?  In  thefe  views 
he  \  appears  to  be  uncreated,  unchangeable,  in¬ 
finite  love  and  goodnefs.  God  is  Love.J  In  this 
great  affair  of  redeeming  mercy,  defigned  to  dedroy 
the  works  of  the  devil,  in  the  threatenings  of  the 
law,  in  the  judgments  reprefented  to  be  executed  on 
the  wicked,  in  all  ages  for  fin,  in  the  fufferings  of 
Christ  to  make  an  atonement  for  it,  in  the  tendency 

t  1  John  iv.  8. 
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of  the  dodtrines,  promifes,  threatenings,  and  exam¬ 
ples  of  the  gofpel,  all  the  inflitutions  of  it,  and  means 
-of  grace  to  make  men  holy,  and  in  the  final  awards  of 
the  future  judgment,  the  inflexible  juflice,  unchange¬ 
able  fakhfulnefs,  with  all  the  natural  and  moral  per- 
fedlions  of  the  Deity,  will  beam  forth  in  the  moil 
harmonious  and  glorious  luftre.  By  the  gofpel  glory 
is  given  to  God  in  the  higheft,  while  peace  and  good 
will  are  brought  to  men.  Abflra£t  from  the  works  of 
God  the  aftonifhing,  incomprehenfible  work  of  re¬ 
demption,  the  love  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus,  which 
paffeth  knowledge,  and  we  fhall  in  a  manner  annihi¬ 
late  the  wifdom,  love,  beneficence,  truth,  faithful- 
nefs,  and  glories  of  the  divine  chara&er,  in  compari- 
fon  with  what  they  now  appear  in  the  face  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Is  not  the  gofpel  therefore  flrongly  imprefT- 
ed  with  the  very  figrvatures  and  image  of  God  ?  Do 
any  other  writings  exhibit  fuch  a  majeflic,  confident* 
and  glorious  charadter  of  him  ?  Could  Jesus  and  his 
apoftles  have  thus  delineated  it  had  they  not  been  fent 
and  taught  of  him  ? 

The  immaculate,  perfedl,  and  peerlefs  charadfer 
of  Jesus  Christ,  is  a  further  internal  mark  of  the 
divine  origin  of  the  New  Teftament.  In  general  it  is 
written  of  him,  That  he  hnew  no  ftu ,  neither  was  guile 
found  in  his  mouth  :*  That  the  law  of  God  was  in  his 
heart  ;  and  that  the  zeal  of  his  houfe  had  eaten  him  upf 
His  dodlrines  and  conduct,  through  his  whole  life, 
and  in  his  death  were  wonderfully  exprefhve  of  this 
charadter.  His  dodlrines  were  mod  pure,  condemn¬ 
ing  the  idle  word,  impure  look,  and  all  deceit  and  fin, 
in  heart  or  life,  and  inculcating  the  mod  exalted  piety, 
righteoufnefs,  and  good  nefs.  Thou  Jhah  love  the  .Lord 
■thy  God  with  all  thy  hearty  and  with  all  thy  fouly  and 
with  all  thy  mind.  Thou  Jh  a  It  love  thy  neighbour  as  thy- 
felf.%  He  taught  men  to  pray  always  and  not  to  faint, § 
and  in  all  their  devotions  to  worfhip  the  Father  in 
fpirit  and  in  truth. ||  He  commanded  that  his  oifci- 

*  2  Cor.  v.  31,  and  i  Pet.  ii.  22.  *f  John  in  17. 

t  Matth.  xxii.  3,7,  39.  §  Luke  xviii.  1.  |i  Johniv*  23,  24° 
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pies  fhould  not  only  love  one  another,  as  he  had  loved 
them,  but  that  they  fhould  love,  forgive,  pray  for, 
and  do  good  to  their  enemies  >  and  be  perfect  as  their 
Father  who  is  in  heaven  is  perfe&.K  He  taught 
them  abfl ration  from  the  world,  perfect  fubmiffion 
to  the  will  of  God,  entire  patience  and  contentment 
at  all  times  and  in  all  conditions.  There  high  and  ex¬ 
alted  duties  he  perfedly  taught  by  his  own  example. 
His  matchlefs  piety  appeared  in  his  abundant  prayers. 
We  have  an  account  of  his  praying  all  night  ;  of  his 
offering  up  prayers  and  /applications  with  Jlrong  crying 
and  fears.**  He  always  went  about  doing  good,  feed¬ 
ing  the  hungry,  opening  the  eyes  of  the  blind,  heal¬ 
ing  the  Tick,  comforting  the  mourners,  and  raifing  the 
dead.  His  love  to  men  appeared  in  all  his  benevolent 
do&rines,  in  his  glorious  miracles,  and  in  that  he 
gave  his  life  a  ranfcm  for  them.  He  could  make  this 
challenge  even  of  his  enemies,  Which  of  you  convinceth 
me  of fm.y\  Though  they  invidioufly  watched  his 
words  and  actions,  and  fet  up  falfe  witnefles  againft 
him,  yet  they  could  prove  no  crime  againft  him.  His 
judge  declared,  I  find  in  him  no  fault  at  all.\\  1  am 
innocent  of  the  blood  oj  this  jufl  per fon,§§  What  piety, 
fubmiffion,  goodnefs,  magnanimity,  and  patience  did 
he  exhibit  in  his  agonies  and  death  ?  His  father’s  hon¬ 
or  fwallowed  up  every  other  confideration.  This  was 
the  language  of  his  heart,  Not  my  'will ,  but  thine  be 
done  *  Father ,  glorify  thy  name.f  When  he  was  juffc 
recovered  from  his  agonies,  when  Judas  had  betrayed 
him,  and  his  enemies  were  feizing  upon  him,  with 
what  firmnefs  and  fubmiffion  did  he  fpeak  ?  The  cup 
which  my  Father  hath  given  me ,  Jhall  I  not  drink  it  /J. 
At  the  fame  time  what  goodnefs  does  he  fhow  to  an 
enemy  ?  He  touched  the  ear  of  Malchus,  and  healed 
it.  Before  Pontius  Pilate  and  the  Jewiffi  Sanhedrim, 
he  witneffed  a  good  profeffion,  avouching  his  charac¬ 
ter,  as  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  Savfour  of  men. 

'If  Matrh.  v.  44 — 48.  **  Heb.  v.  7.  ff  John  viii.  46. 

tt  John  xviii.38.  §§  Matth.  xxvii.  24 .  *  Luke xxii.  4.25 r 

T  Joha  xii.  *8,  J  John  xviii.  u. 
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Under  all  the  abufe,  reproach  and  agonies  which  he 
fullered,  he  betrayed  not  the  leafl  impatience,  fpake 
notan  improper  word,  nor  difeovered  an  unbecoming 
thought  or  feeling  ;  but  every  thing  the  reverfe  in  the 
highelt  degree.  His  enemies  buffetted  and  mocked 
him,  fcourged  him,  and  crowned  him  with  thorns, 
they  pierced  his  hands  and  his  feet  ;  but  he  prayed, 
Father  forgive  them.  He  renewed  and  pardoned  the 
thief,,  who  juft  before  had  been  reviling  on  him,  and 
promifed,  Fhis  day  Jhalt  thou  be  ivith  me  in  paradife .<$ 
Am  id  ft  all  his  fhame  and  agonies,  he  forgat  not  an  af- 
fti&ed  parent,  but  faid  to  the  beloved  difciple,  Be¬ 
hold  thy  mother .  Then  he  clofed  the  wronderful  feene. 
with,  FATHER^  into  thy  hands  I  commend  myfpirit.\\ 
"What  man  ever  lived  and  died  in  fuch  a  divine  and  glo¬ 
rious  manner  as  Jesus  Christ?  With  the  ftrideft  truth 
it  may  be  affirmed  that  no  fuch  charadter  and  example 
befide  hath  ever  been  exhibited  upon  earth.  How  de¬ 
formed  are  the  charadders  of  the  pious  Eneas,. Socrates, 
and  Plato,  after  all  the  paintings  and  panegyrics  which 
poets  and  philofophers  have  bellowed  upon  them,  when 
contrafted  with  the  character  of  Jesus  given  by  the 
fifhermen  of  Galilee  ?  Is  it  therefore  poflible  that  this 
man  Ihould  have  been  an  impoftor  ?  If  his  character 
was  perfedd  his  religion  muft  be  divine.  If  this  was 
not  his  true  charadler,  and  his  difciples  were  not  in- 
fpired,  how  were  they  enabled  to  draw  one  fo  far  fur- 
paftingail  others,  which  have  ever  appeared  upon  the 
earth. 

Further,  the  gofpel  appears  to  bear  the  impref- 
fions  of  divinity,  as  it  bellows  no  praifes  upon  thofe 
things  and  enjoyments  which  are  in  the  greateft  repute 
among  men,  but  places  them  upon  a  very  low  fcale, 
and  treats  them  with  indifference  and  negledd.  It  di¬ 
rects  men  to  entirely  different  purfuits  from  thofe,  in 
which  worldly  men  are  moil  eagerly  engaged.  The 
riches,  honors,  and  pleafures  of  this  world,  ambition, 
military  prowefs,  and  worldly  wifdom  have  no  enco- 

§  Luke  xxiii.  43.  j)  Verfe  46. 
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miums  in  the  gofpel.  Christ  reprefents  them  all  as 
hulks  which  the  fwine  eat,  and  that  in  the  greateft 
fufnefs  of  them,  men  may  be  loft  and  die  eternally. 
He  reprefents  them  as  dangerous  to  the  foul,  and  all 
thofe  as  fools,  who  eagerly  purfue  after  them,  and 
fet  their  hearts  upon  them.  He  commands  his  fol¬ 
lowers,  faying,  ST ake  no  thought  for  the  morrow  ; — what 
ye  fhall  eat,  or  what  ye  (hall  drink,  or  wherewithal 
ye  fhall  be  clothed. *  Labor  not  for  the  meat  which 
perijheth.\  Christ  taught  his  difciples  not  to  feek  the 
honor  which  cometh  from  men,  and  that  true  great- 
nefs  conffted  in  humbling  themfelves.  Whofoever 
fhall  humble  himfelf  the  fame  foall  be  the  greatef  in  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.%  His  inftru£tions  and  maxims 
were  dire&ly  contrary  to  the  wifdom  and  practice  of 
the  world.  He  teaches  us  to  feek  that  firft  and  with 
the  greateft  zeal  and  perfeverance  which  the  world 
feeks  laft,  or  not  at  all.  Seek  firft  the  kingdom  of 
God.  Strive  to  enter  in  at  the  fr ait  gate.  He  teaches 
us  to  lay  up  our  treafures,  and  to  have  our  affe&ions 
in  heaven.  He  taught  this  in  example  as  well  as 
precept.  He  humbled  and  made  himfelf  of  no  rep¬ 
utation,  and  became  the  pooreft  man  upon  earth. 
^Lhe  foxes  have  holes ,  and  the  birds  of  the  air  have  nefs , 
but  the  fon  of  man  had  not  where  to  lay  his  head.\\  When 
the  people  would  nave  made  him  a  king  and  judge, 
he  rejected  it  with  abhorrence.  He  was  beyond  all 
other  men  laborious,  patient,  and  felf  denied.  The 
philosophers  and  the  world  in  general  placed  virtue  and 
vice  in  outward  condua,  but  the  gofpel  places  them 
in  the  heart,  and  fhows  that  all  virtuous  and  vicious 
adions  have  their  origin  there.  It  difeards  felfiftmefs* 
and  requires  that  all  things  be  done  in  charity  or  love. 
The  maxims  and  condua  of  the  world  are,  Hate  thine 
enemy;  but  the  gofpel  teaches  us  to  love  our  enemies, 
forgive,  pray  for  them,  and  do  them  good.  Thus 
the  inftiuaions  of  Christ  and  his  apoftles  are  di- 

*  JJatth.  vi.  31,  34.  f  John  vi.  27. 
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xe£tly  contrary  to  the  maxims,  inflru&ions,  purfuits, 
and  feelings  of  philofophers  and  all  worldly  wife  men. 
At  the  fame  time  they  are  incomparably  fuperior  to 
them,  all  tending  to  holinefs,  to  make  mankind  ufe- 
ful  and  happy  in  life,  and  to  make  them  eternally  blef- 
fed.  In  thefe  refpeds  they  refemble  God  and  lead  to 
him. 

The  gofpel  teaches  the  fublimeft  and  moft  perfect 
piety  :  That  God  be  loved  with  all  the  heart,  and  wor- 
fhipped  in  fpirit  and  in  truth  :  That  men  glorify  him, 
in  all  things,  whether  they  eat,  or  drink,  or  whatever 
they  do.§  It  requires  that  men  trull  in  him  and  pray 
to  him,  at  all  times  ;  That  they  be  thankful,  fubmif- 
five,  patient,  contented,  and  obedient. 

Its  morals  are  pure  and  excellent  beyond  all  paral¬ 
lel.  Even  infidels  have  allowed  the  excellency  of  the 
Chrift  ian  morals.  Their  furpafling  excellency  appears 
from  many  things  which  have  been  already  obferved  ; 
as  they  contain  a  fyftern  of  love  ;  kind  affection  and 
conduct.  Love  worheth  no  ill  to  his  neighbour .  Its 
whole  tendency  is  to  righteoufnefs,  peace,  .and  fafety. 
The  gofpel  requires  the  higheft  degrees  of  love  and 
holinefs,  and  condemns  all  fin,  in  thought,  intention, 
and  difpolition,  as  well  as  in  word  and  condudt.  The 
Heathen  philofophers  allowed  of  many  things  which 
were  abominable.  Nay,  they  maintained  their  law- 
fulnefs.  The  fame  may  be  obferved  of  infidels  in 
general.  Some  of  them,  like  rhe  Heathen,  recom¬ 
mend  them  to  their  children. %  But  the  gofpei  en¬ 
joins  univerfal  purity,  righteoufnefs,  and  goodnefs. 
It  enjoins,  that  all  men  be  true,  faithful,  temperate, 
peaceable ,  gentle ,  eafy  to  be  in  treated,  full  of  mercy  and 
good  fruits ,  without  partiality ,  and  without  hypocrify .* 
It  requires  every  thing  reafonable  and  kind,  in  all  the 
relations  and  conditions  of  life.  A  perfe£t  conform- 


§  1  Cor.  x.  31. 

f  Many  of  the  deifls  maintain  the  lawfulnefs  of  duelling  and 
felf-murder,  and  are  guilty  of  thofe  crimes.  Lord  Cheflerfield 
lived  a  life  of  debauchery,  and  recommended  it  to  his  fon. 
Hume  fpeaks  of  the  groffeft  a£ts  of  uncleannefs  and  covenant 
'breaking  as  mere  trifles.  *  James  iii.  i/» 
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Ity  to  it  would  prevent  every  injury,  and  fecure  all  the 
rights  of  men.  It  would  eftablifh  piety,  righteouf- 
riefs,  and  peace  through  the  earth.  It  would  produce 
the  greatell  health,  dignity,  and  happinefs,  in  individ¬ 
uals,  families,  and  nations,  in  all  the  poffible  relations 
and  conditions  of  the  p refen t  flate. 

The  gofpel  brings  life  and  immortality  to  light ; 
and  at  once  opens  to  the  mind  a  fource  of  the  moft 
noble,  fubftantial,  and  divine  comfort  in  time,  and 
the  moil  ravifhing  and  glorious  profpe£ls  in  death  and 
eternity.  Its  confolations  differ  from  all  others,  are 
fpiritual  and  eternal*  adapted  to  holy  minds.  They 
are  the  greatnefs,  perfe&ions,  promifes,  univerfal 
and  eternal  dominion  of  God.  Conformity  to  him* 
peace  with  him,  and  the  enjoyment  of  him.  A  fenfe 
of  his  glory,  of  his  pardoning  mercy,  and  faith  in 
his  promifes  ;  that  the  fan£lification  and  happinefs  of 
his  people  will  be  promoted  by  all  his  difpenfations* 
and  that  through  Christ,  he  will  beftow  on  them  a 
crown  of  life.  In  thefe  things  they  have  great  peace* 
and  rejoice  with  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory. 
Thefe  are  confolations  and  rewards  which  outweigh 
ail  others,  in  excellency  and  duration,  as  much  as  the 
globe  outweighs  a  feather,  or  as  the  ocean  exceeds  the' 
drops  of  a  bucket. 

The  threatenings  and  puniihments  exhibited  in  the 
gofpel  are  different  from  all  others,  fuch  as  God  only 
can  inhicl.  And  as  they  are  infinitely  more  dreadful 
than  any  other  of  which  imagination  can  form  any 
idea,  fo  they  furnifh  the  moil  awful  motives  to  reflrain 
men  from  fin,  and  to  awaken  them  to  holy  living. 
There  is  a  greatnefs,  majefty,  and  forciblenefs  in  the 
reflraints  from  fin,  and  motives  to  holinefs,  in  the 
gofpel,  which  can  be  found  in  no  human  code,  nor 
in  any  profane  writers. 

Indeed  the  gofpel  prefents  us  with  fuch  finking  and 
abundant  evidence  of  a  future,  great,  and  general 
judgment,  and  of  its  awful  and  glorious  awards  and 
tranfaclions,  of  the  final  iiTue  of  all  human  things* 
and  of  the  eternal  ftate  of  all  moral  beings,  as  never 
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were  made  manifeft  by  any  other  teachers,  but  Christ 
and  his  apodles.  The  reprefentations  of  it  are  calcu¬ 
lated  above  all  others  to  redrain  the  world  from  fin, 
to  promote  holinefs,  and  to  infpire  the  human  mind 
with  the  mod  venerable  and  exalted  ideas  of  God  and 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Do  not  thefe  fads  irrefragably  prove  that  the  New 
Pedament  mud  have  been  a  divine,  fupernatural  rev¬ 
elation  ?  Can  it,  with  the  lead  reafon  be  fuppofed 
that  Christ  and  his  apodles,  men  fo  illiterate,  could 
pofiibly,  without  lupernatural  aflidance,  have  given 
fuch  charaders,  and  formed  fuch  a  wonderful,  holy 
fydem  of  religion  and  morals,  fo  far  exceeding  every 
thing  which  any  other  men  have  ever  been  able  to 
eded  ?  Would  not  this  have  been  miraculous  indeed  ? 
Nay,  would  it  not  have  been  one  of  the  greated  mir¬ 
acles  yet  recorded?  Gan  it  be  reafonably  fuppofed, 
that  impodors  and  haters  of  God  and  men  fhould 
form  a  fydem  of  religion  fo  pious,  righteous,  and  be¬ 
nevolent,  breathing  nothing  but  the  pured  piety  and 
philanthrophy,  and  calculated  in  its  whole  tendency 
to  make  mankind  happy?  Might  we  not  jud  as  well 
exped  darknefs  from  the  fun,  and  fweet  and  falutary 
waters  from  the  mod  bitter  and  deadly  fountain  ? 

V.  The  harmony  of  the  New  Tedament  with  it- 
felf,  and  with  the  Old  is  a  further  evidence  of  its  di¬ 
vine  original,  and  of  the  genuinenefs  and  authenticity 
of  the  whole  canon  of  fcripture.  The  writers  of  the 
New  Tedament  confided  of  a  confiderable  number. 
They  were  men  of  different  gifts,  they  wrote  upon  a 
great  variety  of  fubjeds  and  occafions,  in  different 
countries  and  circumdances ;  and  yet  there  is  an  ad¬ 
mirable  harmony  in  their  tedimony  as  to  the  hidory 
which  they  give  of  Christ,  the  date  and  tranfadions 
of  the  primitive  church,  as  to  the  charader  of  God, 
the  charader  and  offices  of  the  Mediator,  at)d  the 
defign  of  the  Mediatorial  undertaking.  They  admira¬ 
bly  harmonize  as  to  the  dodrines  and  duties  which 
they  teach,  and  with  refped  to  the  motives  with  which 
they  enforce  Chridian  obedience.  This  can  be  ac» 
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counted  for  upon  no  other  principle  but  this,  That 
they  were  guided  by  truth  only. 

The  New  Teftament  alfo  perfedlly  harmonizes  with 
the  Old,  in  the  charadler  which  it  gives  of  the  Deity 
and  of  mankind,  in  giving  all  glory  to  God,  and  in 
diredling  man  in  the  paths  of  righteoufnefs  and  falva- 
tion  *  in  the  dodtrines  and  duties  it  teaches  and  enjoins, 
and  in  the  promifes  it  makes  to  the  righteous.  There 
is  an  admirable  agreement  between  the  predidlions  of 
the  Old  Teftament  concerning  Christ,  the  types  and 
ceremonies  refpedting  him,  and  the  hiftory  of  the 
New  Teftament  concerning  him.  This  points  us  to 
him,  as  lifted  up  upon  the  crofs,  as  Mofes  lifted  up 
the  ferpent  in  the  wildernefs,  and,  with  reference  to 
the  lamb  in  the  paffover,  calls  upon  us  to  behold  the 
lamb  of  God,  who  takech  away  the  fin  of  the  world. 
It  records  his  birth  in  the  city  of  David,  his  forrows, 
death,  refurrediion,  and  glory  ;  the  confequences  of 
them  in  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost  ;  the  fpread  of 
the  gofpel,  and  calling  of  the  Gentiles,  in  a  perfedt 
agreement  with  the  numerous  types,  ceremonies,  and 
predidlions  of  the  Old  Teftament  concerning  them. 
Does  not  this  forcibly  argue  the  divine  original  of  the 
feriptures  of  both  Teftaments  ?  Is  it  poffible  that  a 
great  number  of  impoftors,  living  at  a  thoufand,  or 
fifteen  hundred  years  from  each  other,  in  different 
countries  fhould  thus  harmonize  in  fentiments,  and  in 
fadis,  in  fuch  a  vaft  and  almoft  infinite  variety  of  cir- 
cumftances  ?  Certainly  they  could  not.  Nor  could 
the  wife  ft  and  beft  men,  unlefs  they  had  been  fuper- 
naturally  taught. 

VI.  The  wonderful  effedls  of  the  gofpel,  that  it 
was  believed  and  had  fuch  an  extenfive  fpread  in  the 
apoftolic  age,  and  in  fubfequent  ages,  is  a  demon- 
ftration  that  it  is  from  God. 

Even  in  the  apoftolic  age,  the  gofpel  had  a  won¬ 
derful  fpread,  and  was  received  by  great  numbers  of 
almoft  all  nations  of  the  then  known  world.  This, 
-eonfidered  with  the  ftate  of  the  world,  at  that  time, 
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anil  the  circumftances  in  which  the  gofpel  was  then 
preached,  mart  appear  to  be  the  Lord’s  work,  and  be 
marvellous  In  our  eyes. 

1  he  Jews,  their  ianhedrirn,  rabbies  and  great  men, 
^  e;e  comoined,  with  implacable  oppofition,  againft 
Christ  and  the  do&rines  of  the  crofs.  The  pride 
mid  felf-jighteoufnefs  of  the  Pharifees,  the  infidelity 
ot  the  Sadducees,  with  ail  the  habits,  prejudices, 
lulls,  and  bigotry  of  the  Jewifh  nation,  were  oppofed 
to  them.  I  he  idolatry,  falfe  principles,  cuiloms,  fu- 
perftition,  and  abandoned  wickednefs  of  the  Pagan 
world,  flood  in  aired  opposition  to  the  gofpel.  It 
had  to  combat  the  art,  power,  pride,  and  eloquence 
cn  kings,  philofophers,  poets,  and  worldly  wife  men. 
Toe  world  indeed  with  all  its  art  and  powers  was  en¬ 
gaged  againfl  it. 

The  Saviour,  whom  the  apofiles  were  command¬ 
ed  to  preach,  had  not  only  been  lately  crucified,  as  a 
malefador  and  impofior  5  but  they  themfelvees  were 
obfcure,  though  honed  men.  They  had  no  wealth, 
literature,  or  worldly  greatnefs  to  recommend  them  ; 
no  earthly  friends,  alliances,  or  power  to  fupport 
them.  Befides,  it  any  man  believed  their  report  and 
profefied  Chriftianity,  tie,  at  once,  not  only  expofed 
himfelf  to  the  lofs  of  eafe,  honor,  and  all  worldly 
poiTeffions,  but  to  hatred,  ftripes,  imprifonment,  tor¬ 
tures,  arid  death  itfelf. 

Nevertheless,  even  in  thefe  circumftances,  thou¬ 
sands  believed.  Such  was  the  evidence  and  power 
with  wnich  the  apoftles  preached,  that  even  in  that 
city,,  where  but  a  few  weeks  before  the  Lord  had  been 
crucified,  three  thousands  were  won  to  the  belief  of 
the  truth  by  one  fermon.  Some  years  after,  the  breth¬ 
ren  at  Jerusalem  could  addrefs  the  apoftlePaul  in  fuch 
language  as  this,  'Thou  feejh)  brother ,  how  many  thou - 
funds  there  are  of  the  Jews  which  believe .*  The  epif- 
tles,  written  in  the  apoftolic  age,  prove  that  there 
v/ere  congregations  of  Chriftians  not  only  at  Jerufa- 
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3em,  Samaria,  and  Antioch,  but  at  Rome,  Corinth, 
Ephefus,  ColofTe,  Philippi,  ThefTalonica,  Smyrna,  Per- 
gamus,  Thyatira,  Sardis,  Philadelphia,  and  Laod- 
icea ;  at  Crete,  Pontus,  Galatia,  and  many  other 
places.  So  rapid  was  the  propagaiion  of  the  gofpe), 
that  St.  Paul  compares  it  to  the  diffufion  of  the  light 
of  the  fun  and  luminaries  of  heaven.  Their  line  is 
gone  out  through  all  the  earth ,  and  their  words  unto  the 
end  of  the  world.  With  this  declaration  of  the  apoltle, 
the  teftimony  of  the  Chriftian  fathers  happily  corref« 
ponds.  Jufhn  Martyr,  in  his  dialogue  with  Trypho 
the  Jew,  which  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  written  about 
a  hundred  years  after  the  pafiion  of  our  Saviour,  de¬ 
clares,  I  hat  there  was  no  nation  of  men,  whether 
Greeks  or  Barbarians,  not  excepting  thofe  favages, 
who  wandered  in  clans  from  one  region  to  another, 
and  had  no  fixed  habitation,  who  had  not  learned  to 
oher  prayers  and  thankfgivings  to  the  Father  and  ma¬ 
ker  of  all,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  who  was  crucified.” 
T.  ertuilian  reprefents  that  all  places  in  the  Roman  em¬ 
pire  were  fo  filled  with  Chriftians,  that  were  they  only 

to  withdraw,  “  cities  and  provinces  would  be  depop¬ 
ulated”  1 

The  Gentiles,  in  great  numbers,  turned  from  the 
fervice  of  dumb  idols  to  ferve  the  living  God,  and  to 
wait  for  his  fon  from  heaven.  The  Heathen  temples 
were  deferted  and  (hut  up,  their  oracles  were  filenced* 
and  the  works  of  the  devil 'deftroyed.f 

.  ^HE  g°rPel  has  made  great  progrefsand  fpread  far 
in  the  world,  fince  the  primitive  ages  of  Chriftianity. 

I  hough  the  powers  of  the  world  have  combined  to 
extirpate  Chriftians  and  to  deftroy  the  fcriptures,  yet 

oibles  and  churches  have  greatly  increafed  and  are  flill 
mcreafing. 


f  Is ot  only  the  fathers  and  ecclefiafHcal  hiftorians  of  the 
b.ft  credit,  but  Heathen  writers,  Pliny,  Tacitus,  Suetonius, 
Pliny  the  younger,  and  others  witnefs  thefe  fads.  Thole  who 
ave  not  their  vvntings  may  fee  quotations  to  this  purpofe,  in 
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Now  will  any  perfon  of  common  underflanding  and 
acquaintance  with  mankind  affirm  it  to  be  poffible,  that 
this  ffiould  have  been  the  cafe,  unlefs  the  gofpel  had 
been  true,  and  God  himfelf  had  owned  and  rendered 
it  effectual,  by  the  fupernatural  influences  of  his  fpirit 
and  grace  ?  Do  men  eafily  for  fake  their  fuperftitions, 
their  falfe  gods,  their  long  contracted  habits,  the  love 
and  purfuitof  the  world,  their  mod  gainful  and  belov¬ 
ed  lulls,  and  become  eminently  pious,  righteous,  char¬ 
itable,  patient,  and  felf-denied,  like  the  primitive  Chrif- 
tians  ?  Have  philofophers,  or  any  other  writers  or 
preachers,  except  the  apoftles  and  preachers  of  the  gof¬ 
pel,  ever  thus  reformed  and  changed  the  world  ?  Is  it 
poffible  that  any  thing  but  divine  truth,  attended  with 
the  fupernatural  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  fhould 
produce  fuch  glorious  effe&s  ?  Could  not  the  apoftles 
have  as  eafily  caufed  the  mountains  to  fink  and  the  val¬ 
ues  to  rife,  have  transformed  lions  and  wolves  into 
Jambs  and  doves,  as  to  have  effe&ed  them,  had  not  their 
report  been  true,  and  the  Lord  been  with  them  ? 

What  clear  and  abundant  evidence  have  we  there¬ 
fore,  from  this  and  the  preceding  arguments,  that  the 
writings  of  the  New  Teftament  are  a  revelation  from 
God,  and  that  the  apoftles  did  not  follow  cunningly  de - 
•vtfed  fables y  when  they  made  known  unto  us ,  the  power  and 
coming  of  our  LORD  JESUS  CHRIST ,  but  were  eye  wit-* 
neffes  of  his  majejly* 

The  preceding  difcourfe  may  naturally  lead  us  to 
feveral  inferences  fome  of  which  I  ffiall  mention. 

I.  We  infer  how  uncandid  and  contrary  to  truth  all 
thofe  reprefentations  and  infinuations  are,  which  infi¬ 
dels  fo  often  make,  that  the  New  Teftament  was  not 
written  in  the  apoflolic  age,  but  fome  hundred  of  years 
after;  that  its  authenticity  depends  on  votes  of  coun¬ 
cils,  and  that  fome  parts  of  it  were  voted  in  only  by  a 
iingle  calling  voice.  Such  things  they  are  pleafed  to 
infinuate  and  even  affirm,  againft  the  cleared  evidence 
to  the  contrary.  At  the  fame  time  they  bring  no  au- 
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thority  in  proof  of  what  they  affirm,  nor  can  they  fug¬ 
ged  any  circumftance  by  which  it  can  appear  in  the 
lead  degree  probable.  Nay  had  not  the  gofpels  and 
epidles  been  written,  and  the  great  things  happened  at 
the  time  when  they  are  related  and  fuppofed  to  have 
happened,  and  been  written,  they  would  in  manyin- 
ftances  have  refuted  themfelves,  or  been  capable  of  the 
eafied  refutation.  They  relate  the  time  when  John 
the  baptid  and  Christ  were  born,  the  princes  who 
reigned  in  Judea  and  at  Rome,  the  high  prieds  and 
Roman  judge  before  whom  Jesus  was  arraigned  and 
condemned,  and  the  rulers  and  judges  before  whom 
they  alfo  dood,  and  by  whom  they  differed.  They  re- 
prefent  the  date  of  the  Jews  and  Romans  in  fuch  a 
manner  at  the  time  of  their  writing,  as  that  they  mud 
utterly  have  dedroyed  their  authority,  and  made  it  a 
work  of  the  greated  facility  to  have  refuted  their  tefti- 
mony  and  writings,  had  they  not  been  true.  But 
nothing  of  this  nature  was  ever  attempted,,  by  any  of 
the  ancient  enemies  of  Chridianity.  They  appear  ever 
to  have  acknowledged  the  fadls  which  the  apodles  re¬ 
corded. f  Had  not  the  New  Tedament  been  written 
during  the  apodolic  age,  it  would  have  been  impoffible 
for  the  fathers,  who  lived  in  the  fird  and  fecond  centu¬ 
ries,  to  have  quoted  thofe  fcriptures  as  they  have  done® 
But  as  the  copies  were  fcattered  in  various  and  dif- 
tant  countries  it  was  a  work  of  fome  time,  in  the  then 
date  of  the  world,  to  collect  them,  and  form  them  in¬ 
to  one  book  as  they  now  appear. 

II.  The  pretences  of  infidels,  that  the  evangelids 
do  not  harmonize,  but  contradift  themfelves  and  lie*' 
is  uncandid  and  groundlefs.  It  has  been  fhown  that 
there  is  an  admirable  harmony  in  the  writers  of  the 
New  Tedament,  fuch  as  never  has  been  found  in  any 
other  writers  ;  and  that  their  apparent  chara£ter,  the 

f  Scraps  of  Heathen  teftimony  witnefs  the  time  of  Christ’s 
paflion.  Au<51or  nominis  ejus  Chridus,  qui  Tiberio  imperante 
perprocuratorem  Pontium  Pilatum  fupplicio  afteftus  eiat.  Tacit, 
annal.  Lib.  XV.  c.  44.  He  afferts  that  Chridians  were  named 
from  Christ,  and  that  he  differed,  under  Pontius  Pilate  the 
procurator,  in  the  reign  of  Tiberius. 
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manner  in  which  they  have  written,  and  the  circum- 
ftances  in  which  they  wrote,  give  us  every  reafon  to 
credit  their  teflimony.  Candor  and  modefty  would 
therefore  prevent  all  men  from  cenfuring  them,  as  in- 
confiftent  and  falfe,  unlefs  real  inconfiftencies  and  pal¬ 
pable  contradictions  were  to  be  found  in  what  they 
have  written.  But  no  fuch  inconfiitencies  and  contra- 
didtions  are  to  be  found.  With  refpect  to  the  refurrec- 
tion  of  the  SavioUR,  on  which  the  deifis  lay  the  great- 
eft  ftrefs,  there  is  the  moft  perfedt  harmony,  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  great  fact,  the  time  when  he  arofe  and 
many  of  the  circumftances  ;  though  in  the  relation  of 
fome  other  circumftances  there  is  a  difference.  Thefe 
differences  however  imply  no  contradidtion,  nor  incon- 
fiftency.  The  women  appear  not  to  have  all  arrived 
at  the  iepulchre  at  the  fame  time,  and  the  appearances 
to  them  were  different.  To  fome,  at  one  time,  but 
one  angel  appeared,  to  others,  who  arrived  at  a  differ¬ 
ent  time,  there  was  the  appearance  „pf  two  ;  at  one 
time  an  angel  appeared  at  one  place,  upon  the  ftone 
which  had  been  laid  at  the  mouth  of  the  fepulchre  ; 
at  another  time  two  were  feen  in  the  fepulchre.  One 
evangelift  has  related  one  circumftance,  and  another 
other  circumftances  *,  they  were  all  true,  and  the  omif- 
fion  of  fome  of  them  in  one  facred  writer,  and  the 
relation  of  them  in  another  makes  no  contradidtion  or 
inconfiltency.  One  of  the  evangelifts  relates,  that 
both  the  thieves  reviled  Christ  ;  another  fpeaks  only 
of  one  as  reviling  him.  The  account  is  not  contra- 
didtory  ;  both  reviled  him  at  firft,  though  afterwards 
one  repented  and  did  him  the  higheft  honor.  The 
omiffion  of  a  circumftance  forms  no  contradidtion. 
Few  men,  or  hiftorians,  who  are  ever  fo  faithful,  re¬ 
late  every  circumftance,  or  all  the  fame  circumftances. 
Some  hiftorians  write  but  a  (mail  part  of  what  others 
do  ;  but  do  not  contradict  the  hiftorian  who  writes 
more  copioufly,  nor  does  he  deltroy  his  credit,  who 
writes  a  general  hiftory  only. 

III.  Since  there  is  fuch  clear  and  abundant  evidence 
of  the  truth  of  divine  revelation,  how  exceedingly 
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cautious  fhould  all  be,  .and  young  men  in  particular, 
that  they  do  not  remain  ignorant  of  it,  and  fuffer 
themfelves  to  be  impofed  upon  and  laughed  out  of  their 
religion,  by  a  few  witty  cants,  fly  infatuations,  and 
groundlefs  mifreprefentations  of  unbelievers  »  A  ques¬ 
tion  of  fuch  immenfe  magnitude  as  this,  whether  the 
fcriptures  be  a  revelation  from  God,  fhould  not  be  de¬ 
termined  rafhiy.  It  challenges  the  moft  impartial  and 
thorough  inveftigation.  If  any  renounce  Chriftianity 
againlt  clear  and  fufficient  evidence  of  its  divinity,  or 
for  want  of  due  examination,  they  will  be  wholly  in- 
excufable,  and  the  confequences  will  be  infinitely 
dreadful.  If  any  have  renounced  the  faith  inconfide- 
rately,  it  highly  concerns  them  immediately,  in  the 
moil:  ferious  and  impartial  manner,  to  re-examine  the 
fubjecl.  Such  a  re*  examination  might  deliver  them 
from  the  moft  fatal  delufion,  and  iffue  in  their  eternal 
falvation. 

IV.  In  a  word,  hath  God  fpoken  to  us  by  his  fon^ 
whom  he  has  appointed  heir  of  all  things,  and  by 
whom  alfo  he  made  the  worlds,  how  fhould  all  take 
heed  how  they  hear  him  who  fpeaketh  from  heaven  ? 
A  perfon  of  fuch  peerlefs  dignity,  and  who  fpake  as 
never  man  fpake,  demands  all  our  attention.  If  he 
that  defpifed  Moles’  law  died  without  mercy,  of  how 
much  forer  punifhment  muft  he  be  thought  worthy, 
whoreje&s  the  fon  of  God?  How  lhall  we  efcape  if 
we  negle£l  fo  great  falvation  ? 


DISCOURSE  VI. 


The  Divinity  of  the  Scriptures  proved  from  the 
accomplifhment  of  Prophecy. 


JEREMIAH  xxviii.  9. 

WHEN  the  word  oj  the  prophet  Jhall  come  to  pafsy  then 
Jhall  the  prophet  be  knowny  that  the  Lord  hath  truly 
fent  him, 

THE  accomplifhment  of  the  fcripture  prophecies, 
in  their  appointed  feafon,  is  one  of  the  ftrong- 
eft  evidences  of  the  truth  of  the  divine  oracles.  This 
is  an  evidence  which  ever  has  been,  and  ever  will  be 
increafing,  even  until  theendfliall  come.  The  fulfil¬ 
ment  of  every  prophecy  is  an  atteftation  to  the  truth 
of  the  fcripture,  and  gives  a  new,  and  further  evi¬ 
dence  of  its  divine  original.  The  prophecies  which 
are  at  this  time  fulfilling,  in  view  of  all  nations,  af¬ 
ford  additional  evidence  to  all  that  accumulation  of  it, 
which  has  preceded  their  accomplifhment,  and  irre- 
fragably  dcmonflrate  to  us,  that  God  fpake  unto  the 
fathers  by  the  prophets,  and  that  the  fcriptures  are  a 
divine  revelation.  Indeed  the  accomplifhment  of  the 
prophecies  is  the  great,  and  a  kind  of  ocular  demon- 
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ftration  to  us,  in  thefe  laft  ages,  of  the  truth  of  the 
Chriftian  religion. 

The  paffage  of  feripture  which  has  now  been  read, 
in  connection  with  the  preceding  verfes,  imports, 
that  God,  in  former  ages,  had  been  fending  true 
prophets  unto  his  church,  and  had  given  full  evidence 
to  it  and  to  the  world,  that  he  had  indeed  fent  them, 
by  the  accomplifhment  of  the  events  which  they  had 
refpeClively  predicted.  The  words  alfo  import,  that 
all  true  prophets  are  to  be  known  in  the  fame  way  ;  fo 
that  whenever  the  prophecies  of  any  prophet  {hall  be 
accompliihed  it  may  be  certainly  known  that  God  has 
indeed  fent,  and  fpoken  by  him.-  Hence  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  the  words  of  the  prophets  is  an  evidence 
that  God  fpake  by  them,  and  that  the  feriptures  con¬ 
tain  a  divine  revelation.  It  will  therefore  be  natural 
in  further  difcourling  on  the  words, 

I.  To  notice  a  variety  of  feripture  prophecies,  or 
words  of  the  prophets,  which  have  been  literally  ac~ 
complilhed. 

II.  To  (how  that  this  affords  us  demonftrative  evi¬ 
dence,  that  God  fpake  by  them,  and  that  the  ferip¬ 
tures  are  his  word. 

I.  I  shall  notice  a  variety  of  feripture  prophecies 
which  have  had  a  mo  ft  literal  accomplifhment. 

By  prophecies,  in  this  difeourfe,  we  are  to  under- 
ftand  clear  and  exprefs  predictions  of  future  events, 
which  had  no  fuch  connection  with  the  courfe  of  na¬ 
ture,  or  fecond  caufes,  nor  any  fuch  dependance  on 
them,  as  that  they  could  have  been,  in  any  meafure, 
difeerned,  or  foretold  on  that  account. 

.  In  treating  of  thefe,  I  fhall  not  attend  to  all  the  pre- 
diaions  in  the  facred  books.  This  would  be  to  tranf- 
cribe  a  confiderable  part  of  both  teftaments,  and  to  ' 
write  a  volume  inftead  of  a  fermon.  Nor  {hall  I,  in, 
this  place,  bring  into  view  the  numerous  prophecies 
concerning  our  bleffed  Saviour,  which  have  had  a 
moft  literal  and  wonderful  accomplifhment  in  him, 
Thefe  will  be  exhibited  in  a  fubfequent  difeourfe. 
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Nor  (hall  I  infift  much  on  the  predictions  of  events 
which  were  immediately,  or  foon,  to  come  to  pafs. 
Such  as  the  predictions  of  Mofes  to  Pharaoh  of  the 
plagues  that  he  would  infliCt  upon  him  for  his  obftina- 
cv  in  not  letting  Ifrael  go  that  God  would  bring  out 
the  Ifraelites  from  that  land  ;  that  the  rebellious  Ifrael- 
ites  fhould  die  in  the  wildernefs  ;  that  the  earth  fhould 
fwallow  up  the  company  of  Korah,  Dathan,  and  A- 
biram  ;  and  that  God  would  deliver  up  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Canaan  before  the  Ifraelites,  and  plant  the  lat¬ 
ter  in  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey.  Such  alfo 
were  the  predictions  of  Jofhua,  that  the  waters  of 
Jordan  fhould  be  cut  off,  and  the  walls  of  Jericho  fall 
down  before  the  children  of  Ifraeh#  Such  were  the 
predictions  of  Elijah  concerning  the  handful  of  meal 
in  the  barrel  of  the  widow  of  Zarephath  and  the  oil  in 
her  cruife  j j*  concerning  the  drought  in  the  days  of 
Ahab,  and  the  abundance  of  rain,  after  he  had 
brought  back  the  people  to  the  Lord,  at  mount  Car- 
Of  the  fame  kind  was  the  prophecy  of  Mica- 
lah  refpeCting  the  fall  of  Ahab  at  Ramoth  Gilead  ;§  of 
Elifha  relative  to  what  was  fpoken  by  the  king  of  Af- 
fyria  in  his  bed  chamber,  and  the  places  where  he 
would  fix  his  camps,  in  the  land  of  Ifrael  ;  concern¬ 
ing  the  incredible  plenty  in  the  gate  of  Samaria,  and 
the  death  of  the  unbelieving  lord. ||  The  prophecy  of 
Ifaiah  refpeCling  the  recovery  of  Hezekiah  from  his 
ficknefs,  and  of  the  deftruCtion  of  Sennacherib  and 
his  army  and  of  Jeremiah,  in  the  context,  againfi; 
Hanan  ah  the  falfe  prophet,  are  not  lefs  remarkable, 
with  many  others  which  might  be  mentioned.  The 
people  knew, by  the  accomplifhment  of  thefe  and  fimi- 
lar  predictions,  with  refpeCt  to  the  other  prophets,  as 
they  did  with  refpeCt  to  Samuel,  when  the  Lord  was 
with  him,  and  did  let  none  of  his  words  fall  to  the  ground, 

*  Jofhua  iii.  io,  13,  and  chapter  vi.  16.  f  1  Kings  xvii.  14* 
X  1  Kings  xvii.  1,  and  chap,  xviii.  44.  §  1  Kings  xxu.17,  28* 
||  a  Kings  vi.  10,  11,  12,  and  chapter  vii.  1,2,18  20. 

If  2  Kings  xix.  21,  32,  33,  36,  and  chapter  xx.  6,  7  * 
pared  with  Ifaiah  xxxvii.  22,  29*  3  6 — 3  8-  » 
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that  they  were  eftablifhed  to  be  prophets  of  the  Lord* 
and  that  he  fpake  by  them. 

But  palling  thefe,  let  us  pay  our  attention  to  a 
number  of  prophecies  refpeCting  Abraham  and  his 
feed.  Efpecially  thofe  recorded  in  Genelis  xv.  5,  13, 
14,  1 6;  andxvii.  15,  16,  19.  And  he  brought  him 
forth  abroad ,  and Jaid ,  Look  now  toward  heaven ,  and 
tell  the  fars ,  if  thou  be  able  to  number  them  :  And  he 
faid  unto  him ,  So  fhall  thy  feed  be .  And  he  jaid  unto  A- 
brain.  Know  of  a  fur cty,  that  thy  feed  Jhall  be  a  ft  range  t 
-  in  a  land  that  is  not  theirs ,  and  Jhall  ferve  them  and  they 
Jhall  afjliEl  them  four  hundred  years.  And  alfo  that  na¬ 
tion  whom  they  floall ferve  will  I  judge.  And  afterward, 
fjall  they  come  out  with  great  fubfance .  In  the  fourth 
generation  they  foal l  come  hither  again  :  for  the  iniquity  of 
the  Amorites  is  not  yet  full.  And  GOD  faid  unto  Abra¬ 
ham ,  As  for  Sarai  thy  wife ,  thou f salt  not  call  her  name 
Sarai ,  but  Sarah  Jhall  her  name  be.  And  I  will  blej's  her9 
and  give  the  a  Jon  of  her  :  Tea ,  1  will  blefs  her ,  and Jhe 
jhall  be  a  mother  of  nations  ;  kings  of  people  Jhall  be  of 
her .  And  God  faid,  Sarah  thy  wife  foal l  bear  thee  a  fon  ' 
indeed ;  and  tho:  halt  call  his  name  Ifaac  :  And  I  will 
ejlahlifh  my  covenant  with  him  for  an  everlafing  covenant 
and  with  his  feed  after  him. 

Here  are  remarkable  predictions  and  promifes  of 
things  to  come,  to  human  appearance  wholly  improb¬ 
able.  Nay,  according  to  the  common  courfe  of  na¬ 
ture,  abfolutely  impoffible.  Who  hut  God  could 
have 'known,  or  foretold,  that  the  feed  of  a  man  art 
hundred  years  old,  and  of  a  woman  at  the  age  of 
ninety  years,  whofe  bodies  were  now  even  dead^ 
fhould  become  as  the  ftars  of  heaven  in  number,  def- 
troy  the  nations  of  Canaan,  and  poiTefs  that  glorious 
land  ?  Who  but  the  omnifeient  Jehovah  could  have 
predicted  the  period  of  Ifrael’s  fervitude  in  Egypt,  the 
time  and  manner  of  his  deliverance,  and  the  genera¬ 
tion  which  fhould  be  planted  in  the  land  of  promife  ? 
But  thefe  events  were  as  exaedy  and  as  exprefsly  fore¬ 
told,  as  they  could  have  been  related  after  they  had 
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taken  place.  At  the  time  appointed,  Ifaac  was  born 
and  his  feed  was  admirably  multiplied.  Nations,  the 
nation  of  Ifrael  and  of  the  Edomites,  fprang  from 
him  5  and  kings  of  nations  defcended  from  their 
mother  Sarah,  after  fhe  had  been,  as  one  dead,  as  to 
her  ever  having  an  offspring.  .  The  feed  of  Ifrael  were 
afflidted  in  Egypt,  Pharaoh  and  his  hofl  were  deftroy- 
ed,  and  the  fons  of  Jacob  delivered  and  fettled  in  Ca¬ 
naan,  at  the  very  time  which  had  been  predicted. 
This  is  particularly  noticed  by  the  facred  hiftorian, 
Exodus  xii.  40,  41.  Now  the  fojourning  of  the  children 
of  Ifrael ,  who  dwelt  in  Egypt,  was  four  hundred  and 
thirty  years.  And  it  came  to  pafs  at  the  end  of  four  hun - 
dred  and  thirty  years ,  even  the  f elf  fame  day ,  it  came  to 
pafs y  that  all  the  hoft  of  the  LORD  went  out  from  the  land 
f  Egypt.  That  is,  from  the  time  of  God’s  making 
the  promife  to  Abraham  upon  his  fir  ft  coming  into  the 
land  of  Canaan.* 

Further,  God  predicted  and  promifed  to  Abra¬ 
ham,  that  he  would  give  his  feed  all  the  country  from 
the  river  of  Egypt  ftnto  the  great  river,  the  river  Eu¬ 
phrates.  Gen.  xv.  18.  This  was  literally  accom- 
plifhed  in  the  reigns  of  David  arid  Solomon.  It  is  re¬ 
corded  2  Samuel  viii.  3,  and  1  Kings  iv.  21.  And  Solo - 
mon  reigned  over  all  kingdoms ,  from  the  river  unto  the 
land  of  the  Phil  fines ,  and  unto  the  borders  of  Egypt. 

Another  very  remarkable  prophecy  concerning  the 
feed  of  Abraham  is  that  which  refpedled  Ifhmael.  Gen. 
xvi.  10,  II,  1 2.  And  the  angel  of  the  LORD  f  aid  unto 
her ,  I  will  multiply  thy  feed  exceedingly  that  it fall  not  be 
numbered  for  multitude .  And  the  angel  of  the  LORD  faid 
unto  her ,  Behold ,  thou  art  with  child ,  and  Jhalt  bear  a 
fony  and  fait  call  his  name  lfmael ;  becaufe  the  LORD 

*  Dr.  Kennicott  obferves  an  omifTion  of  feveral  words  in  the 
prefent  Hebrew  text  of  the  40  verfe,  which  (lands  thus  in  the 
Samaritan  Pentateuch.  Now  the  iojournirg  of  the  children 
of  Ifrael  and  their  fathers  in  the  lasad  of  Canaan  and  in  the  land 
of  Egypt,  was  430  years.  Differtation  I.  p.  398,  399.  The 
ancient  Greek  verfion,  the  prelent  Sept'uagint  and  Joiephus  give 
us  the  fame  idea. 
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hfh  heard  thine  affiElion.  rind  he Jljctll  he  a  wild  man  ; 
his  hand  will  be  againf. every  man ,  and  every  man's  hand 
againjl  hint :  and  he  Jhall  dwell  in  the  prefence  of  all  his 
brethren.  Compared  with  this  Geii.  xvii.  20.  rind  as 
for  IJhmael, .  I  have  heard  thee  :  Behold,  1  have  blejfed 
him,  and  will  make  him  fruitful  and  will  multiply  him  ex* 

ceedingly  •  twelve  princes  Jhall  he  beget,  and  I  will  make 
him  a  great,  nation. 

i  pus  is  a  very  extraordinary  prediction,  and  from 
t  lot  to  the  prefect  time  has  been  moft  remarkably  ac- 
complifiiing,  and  is  ftiil  Co  in  the  view  of  all  nations. 
The  original  word,  trandated  a  wild  man,  as  Mr.  Pool 
oLkiv'ea,  is  literally  a  wild  ais’  man,  wild,  fierce,  un- 
iaiii,„G,  and  unfettled  as  that  fierce  and  wandering  an- 
imal.  •  The  prophecy  therefore  is,  that  he  Should  be 
a  wild  ana  barbarous  man,  roving  from  place  to  place, 
.living  m  mountains  and  defarts  ;  that  he  Should  be 

warlike  and  violent,  continually  hunting  wild  beafts, 

warring  againft,  and  oppreffing  mankind  ;  that  by  his 
ill  neighbourhood, his  perpetual  violence,  and  robberies, 
he  would  provoke  all  other  people  to  become  his  ene- 
nnes.  _  The  words  neverthelefs  import,  that  he  would 
dwell  in  the  mtclft  of  his  brethren,  and  that  neither 
they  nor  any  foreign  nation  Ihould  ever  be  able  to  con¬ 
quer  him,  or  difpoflefs  his  pofterity  of  their  country, 
ilns  prophecy  refpeaed  not  only  Ifhmael  but  his  pof- 

enty.  Ip.  every  part  of  it,  it  has  been  moll  literally 
accompnfhed.  J 


Yfu  refpea  f°  IftmaeI  himfe,f>  Mofes  allures  us. 
tha  he  begat  twelve  princes,  and  that  he  lived  and  died 

in  the  mukior  his  brethren,-}-  as  they  dwelt  from  Ha- 
vilan  unto  Shur,  winch  is  before  Egypt.  They  were 
compafied  about  by  the  fons  of  Abraham  byKetu- 
ran,  by  tne  Moabites,  and  Ammonites,  the  pofterity 
of  h,s  kinfrnan  Lot,  and  by  the  Ifraelites  and  Edom¬ 
ites,  tne  (lefcenciants  of  Ifaac  and  Jacob.  Ilhmael  and 
his  pofterity  dwelt  in  the  wildernefs,  ranged  the  vales 

I  {£!’*  ®ngli"1  annotations  and  Synopfis  in  loco, 
i  bcn»  xxy.  16,  17# 
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and  the  mountains  like  the  wild  afs.  They  have  been 
fierce,  warlike,  and  cruel.  The  Arabians  are  robbers 
by  land  and  pirates  by  fea ;  are  at  war  with  all  nations, 
and  live  by  violence  and  plunder.  When  they  have 
received  and  treated  people  with  great  hofpitality  in 
the  evening  and  morning,  they  often  rob  them  before 
it  is  night.  In  this  manner  they  provoke  individuals 
and  all  nations  of  mankind  to  become  their  enemies 
and  deRroy  them.  Many  attempts  have  been  made  to 
conquer  and  extirpate  them  ;  but  none  have  fucceeded. 
NotwithRanding  all  the  provocations  they  have  given, 
and  all  the  mighty  monarchies  and  generals  which 
havearifen  in  the  world  and  attempted  their  deftruc- 
tion,  they  have  to  this  day  maintained  their  country 
and  independence.  They  alfo  Rill  retain  the  favage 
manners,  the  wild  and  opprefiive  fpirit  of  their  father.* 
They  have  ever  been  and  are  Rill  a  numerous  people. 
While  all  other  nations  are  changing  their  manners, 
drefs,  and  cuRoms,  they  continue  the  fame  as  they 
were  three  thoufand  and  .five  hundred  years  ago. 
Thefe  are  events  to  human  view  moR  fngular,  im¬ 
probable,  and  marvellous.  Who  but  God,  to  whom 
all  his  works  are  known  from  the  beginning,  could 
liave  forefeen  and  foretold  them  ?  It  is  now  more  than 
three  thoufand  and  fix  hundred  years  fnce  the  proph¬ 
ecy  was  fpoken,  yet  we  fee  it  literally  accomplifhed 
and  accomplifhing  in  the  open  view  of  all  nations. 

The  predictions  of  Ifaiah,  Jeremiah,  and  Ezekiel 
againft  the  nations  circumjacent  to  Canaan  ;  thofe 
againft  the  Moabites,  children  of  Ammon,  PhiliRines, 
Afiyrians,  Egyptians,  and  Babylonians,  and  the  capi¬ 
tals  of  thofe  kingdoms,  here  merit  our  fpecial  notice. 
Thefe  prophets  prophefied  particularly  of  their  deftruc- 

*  Ifhmael  was  a  robber  and  highwayman.  See  univerfal  his¬ 
tory  vol.  xviii.  p.  369.  His  pofterity  were  given  to  war,  blood- 
*ihed,  rapine,  and  cruelty  ;  lived  upon  plunder,  harramng  their 
neighbours  by  continual  robberies  and  incurfions.  They  are 
infamous  to  this  day  for  the  robberies  they  commit  on  travellers 
and  merchants  of  all  nations.  The  fame  volume  p.  409*419? 
41 K 
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tion,  and,  in  feveral  inltances,  foretold  the  perfons  by 
name,  by  whom  their  deftru£Uon  fhould  be  accom- 
plifhed.  Ifaiah,  in  the  xiii.  xv.  xvi.  xvii.  xviii.  xix. 
xxi.  and  xxiii.  chapters  of  his  prophecy,  predicts  the 
fall  of  all  thofe  nations  and  the  deftru£lion  of  their 
capital  cities  ;  the  captivity  of  the  ten  tribes,  and  the 
deftrudtion  of  their  capital.  He  very  particularly  de- 
feribes  the  fall  of  Babylon  and  of  Tyre.  He  partic¬ 
ularizes  many  of  the  circumflances  refpedfing  their 
deftrudlion.  He  predidls  the  conqueft  of  Babylon 
by  the  Medes  and  Perfians,  and  reprefents  Cyrus  by 
name,  as  appointed  of  God  for  that  fervice.  That 
faith  cf  Cyrus ,  He  is  my  jhepherd ,  whofe  right  hand,  1 
have  hoi  den  to  fubdue  nations  before  him  ;  and  I  will  loofe 
the  loins  cf  kings  to  open  before  him  the  two  leaved  gates , 
and  the  gates  fhall  not  be  fhut .  I  will  go  before  thee  and 
make  the  crocked  places  firaight  :  I  will  break  in  pieces  the 
gates  of  brafs ,  and  cut  in  funder  the  bars  of  iron.  And 
1  will  give  thee  the  treafures  of  darknefs ,  and  hidden  riches 
of  fecret places  *  He  alfo  foretold  that  the  overthrow 
of  Babylon  fhould  be  total  and  everlafting.  And  Bab¬ 
ylon  the  glory  of  kingdoms >  the  beauty  of  the  Chaldees 9  ex¬ 
cellency,  floall  be  as  when  God  overthrew  Sodom  and  Go¬ 
morrah .  It  fhall  never  be  inhabited ,  neither  Jhall  it  be 
dwelt  in  from  generation  to  generation .f  Thefe  predic¬ 
tions  of  Ifaiah  were  at  leaf};  one  hundred  and  fixty 
years  before  the  capture  of  Babylon,  when  it  was  the 
head  of  the  kingdom  and  in  its  full  glory.  There 
were  no  human  profpe&s  of  fuch  an  event  ;  but  all 
appearances  were  to  the  contrary  :  Yet  he  not  only 
foretels  the  event,  but  the  very  people  and  general  by 
whom  it  fhould  be  accomplifhed,  and  the  immenfe 
treafures  which  fhould  be  taken  from  the  magazines, 
ireafuries,  and  fecret  repofitories  of  Babylon. 

The  prophet  Ifaiah  not  only  prophefied  againft 
Tyre,  but  gave  many  particulars  refpe&ing  her  dc« 
ilru£lion  :  That  her  firft  overthrow,  by  Nebuchadnez¬ 
zar,  fhould  be  feventy  years  ;  and  that  thenfhe  fhould 

*  Ifaiah  28,  and  |d?«  t§  *>3.  f  Chap,  xiii,  1%  so* 
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berevifited,  in  mercy, and  flouridi again.  Healfooroph- 
efied  the  conversion  of  the  Tyrians  in  the  gofpel  day.* 

Jeremi  ah  predided  the  conqueft  of  Egypt  by  Neb¬ 
uchadnezzar,  king  of  Babylon,  and  the  judgments  of 
the  Almighty  upon  the  Philiftines,  upon  Moab,  Edom, 
Damafcus,  and  other  nations  and  places,  ft  With  re- 
fped  to  Babylon,  he  is  more  particular  than  Ifaiah. 
IiL  fixes  the  precife  time  of  its  deftrudion,  at  feventv 
yeais  irom  the  capture  of  Jerufalem  by  the  Chalde¬ 
ans,  witn  feveral  other  particulars.  Chapter  xxv.  i2« 
jr±?id  it fijall  come  to  pafs  when  feventy  years  are  accoinplijh - 
€u\  l‘)al  *  pumJJj  the  king  of  Babylon ,  and  that  nation , 

faith  the  Lord ,  for  their  iniquity ,  arid  the  land  of  the 
Chaldeans ,  and  will  make  it  perpetual  deflations.  Then 
in  the  1.  chapter  37  and  38  verfes,  he  declares,  that 
a  f wot  d  is  upon  all  the  mingled  people  that  are  in  the  midfi 
°f  her,  and  they  foal l  become  as  women  :  a  /word  is  upon 
her  treaf ures ,  and  they  fall  be  robbed.  A  drought  is  upon 
her  waters,  and  they  pall  be  dried  up.  In  the  li.  chap- 
ter  31*  32\  anc^  39  verfes,  he  predids  a  number  of  re- 
maikaoie  cu  cumilances.  One  pofl  jhall  run  to  meet  a* 
nether,  and  one  meffenger  to  meet  another ,  to  pew  the  king 
of  Babylon ^  that  his  city  is  taken  at  one  end ,  and  that  the  pa f 
Jages  are  flopped,  and  the  reeds  they  have  burnt  with  fire. 
Intheii  peat  will  I  make  their  fiecijis,  and  1  will  make  them 
drunken,  that  they  may  rejoice,  and  fieep  a  perpetual  fieep 
and  not  wake,  faith  the  LORD. 

How  admirably  were  all  thefe  prophecies  accom- 
plifhed  ?  Where  are  the  mighty  nations  and  cities 
again (l  whom  the  prophets  fpake  ?  Have  they  not  long 
fince  perifhed  from  the  earth  ?  With  refped  to  Babyt 
Ion,  w 0 1 e  not  her  waters  dried  up  and  her  treafures 
robbed  i  Is  it  not  notorious,  that  Cyrus  turned  the 
river  Euphrates,  and  by  that  means  took  the  city  ?  Thar 
it  was  taken  at  one' end,  and  at  the  time  of  a  great  an¬ 
nual  feftivat,  when  the  inhabitants  were  buried  in  deep 
and  drunkennefs,  juft  as  the  prophet  Jh  ad  predided?  Dean 
Prideaux  andbifhop  Newton  have  fhown  how  ail  thefe 

t  Ifaiah  xxni.  15,  17,  18,  J]L  Jeremiah  xliih  xliv«  xhriw 

aJvu.xlvm.xIix, 
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particulars,  as  to  time  and  circumftances,  were  ac- 
complifhed.  The  fads  are  eftablifhed  by  hiftorians 
of  the  bed  authority. 

The  prophets  declared  that  Babylon,  like  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah,  fhould  be  totally  overthrown  and  rife 
no  more  forever.  And  is  it  not  true,  that  it  is  fo  blot¬ 
ted  out  from  under  heaven  that  no  man  knoweth  the 
place  of  its  fituation  ? 

The  prophet  Ezekiel  foretold  that  Tyrus  fhould  be 
fo  utterly  demolifhed,  that  it  fhould  become  a  bare 
rock,  and  a  place  for  thefpreading  of  nets  in  the  midf  of  the 
fea*  Agreeably  to  which  prediction,  and  that  of  Ifai- 
ah’s,  already  noticed,  it  was  deflroyed  by  Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar,  after  a  fiege  of  thirteen  years,,  in  which,  as 
the  prophet  had  exprefsly  predided,  every  head  had 
been  made  bald,  and  every  fhoulder  made  bare.  But 
after  all  he  was  miferably  difappointed  as  to  the  treas¬ 
ures  and  riches  of  which  he  expeded  to  have  made 
.  himfelf  the  pofleflbr  :  for  the  Tyrians  fent  away  their 
tieafures  in  their  fhips.  He  therefore  made  an  expe- 
diuon  againft  Egypt,  and  conquering  Pharaoh  and 
gypt,  enriched  himfelf  and  paid  his  army  with  its 
treafures  and  fpoils.  This  was  a  moft  literal  accom- 
p  lfliment  of  Ezekiel  xxix.  18,  19.  Son  of  man >  Neb¬ 
uchadnezzar  king  of  Babylon  caufed  his  army  to  ferve  a 
great  fervue  againf  Tyrus  ;  every  head  was  made  bald \ 
and  every  fhoulder  was  peeled  :  yet  had  he  no  wares,  nor 
his  army  for  Tyrus,  for  the  fervice  that  he  had  ferved 
agamjl  rt:  Therefore  thus  faid  the  Lord  GOD,  Behold, 

at  IT tke  V\d  °f  ESW  unt0  Nebuchadnezzar  king 
of  Babylon,  and  he  [hall  take  her  multitude ,  and  take  her 

jpou,  and  take  her  prey ,  and  it  (hall  be  the  wages  of  his 
army .  ®  J 

These  prophecies  were  mod  literally  fulfilled.  Tv- 
rus  was  firft  demoiiflied  by  Nebuchadnezzar  ;  after 

eVrn  ^  y?ars  his  yoke,  and  was  rebuilt  upon 

an  .and  in  the  fea,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  place 
where  the  ancient  Tyrus  had  flood.  This  latter  was 

*  Ezekiel  xxvi.  3,  4,  s. 
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taken  by  Alexander  the  great,  and  utterly  deftroyed  ; 
fo  that  nothing  is  left  remaining  but  its  ruins  and  the 
bare  top  of  the  rock  on  which  it  was  buiit,  and  upon 
which  now  the  fifhermen  fpread  their  nets.  Travel¬ 
lers  who  have  vifitcd  it,  and  feen  the  fifhermen  fpread- 
ing  and  drying  their  nets  upon  it,  have  been  filled  with 
furprife  and  aftonifhment,  at  the  minute  and  perfect 
fulfilment  of  the  prophecies  concerning  it. 

Int  the  apoflolic  age,  the  Tyrians  were  converted  to 
the  faith  of  the  gofpel,  and  churches  were  gathered 
among  them.  Thus  accurately  have  the  prophecies 
concerning  Tyre  been  aceomplifhed. 

The  remarkable  predictions  of  Jeremiah  andEzekiet 
relative  to  the  deftrufdion  of  Egypt,  and  its  remaining 
a  bafe  kingdom,  which  fhould  never  more  exalt  itfelf,*' 
have  had  a  fingular  completion. 

No  lefs  notorious  has  been  the  fulfilment  of  the 
prophecies  of  Mofes,  Jeremiah,  and  the  prophets  con¬ 
cerning  the  judgments  which  God  would  execute  up¬ 
on  the  Ifraeiites,  for  their  difobedience  ;  concerning 
their  recovery  from  the  North  country,  and  their  pref- 
ervation  among  the  nations,  though  bated,  defpifecl, 
plundered,  and  perlecuted  by  them  univerfally.  Mo¬ 
fes  predicts  the  nation  which  fhould  come  againft  them, 
defcribes  its  character,  the  manner  in  which  it  would 
befiege  them,  until  they  fhould  eat  the  fruit  of  their 
own  bodies,  the  flefh  of  their  fons  and  of  their  daugh-  * 
ters  in  the  fiege,  and  in  the  ftraitnefs  wherewith  their 
enemies  fhould  diftrefs  them  ;  that  the  tender  and  del¬ 
icate  woman  among  them  fhould  eat  her  children  fe- 
cretly  in  the  fiege.  Nay  that  the  Lord  fhould  bring 
them  again  into  Egypt  by  fhips,  and  that  there  they 
fhould  be  fold  unto  their  enemies  for  bond-men  and 
bond-women,  and  that  no  man  fhould  buy  them.f 
Jeremiah  foretold  the  captivity  of  Zedekiah  and  the 
deflru£Hon  of  Jerusalem,  with  the  feventy  years  cap¬ 
tivity,  and  the  return  of  the  Jews  again  to  their  own 

*  Jeremiah  xliv.  xlvi.  and  Ezekiel  Xxix.  13,  i4>  and  chap¬ 
ters  xxx.  xxxi.  xxxii. 

]  Deut.  xxviii.  49  to  the  60th  verfe,  and  alio  vcrie  c*. 
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land  at  the  expiration  of  that  term.:}:  Whoever  has 
read  the  hiftory  of  the  jews,  in  the  books  of  the 
Kings,  Chronicles,  Ezra,  Nehemiah,  Jeremiah,  and 
the  Lamentations,  in  Jofephus  and  other  profane  wri¬ 
ters,  cannot  but  at  once  be  convinced  that  the  events 
have  anfwered  the  predictions  even  as  face  anfwereth 
to  face  in  water,  or  in  t lie  molt  perfect  mirror. 

Among  all  the  prophecies,  none  are  more  remark¬ 
able  than  thofe  of  our  blefled  Saviour  recorded  Luke 
xjx.  43,  44,  and  chapter  xxi.  6,  23,  24.  For  the  days 
foall  come  upon  thee ,  that  thine  enemies  pall  cajl  a  trench 
about  tneey  and  compnfs  thee  round ,  and  keep  thee  in  on 
every  fide.  And  pall  lay  thee  even  with  the  ground)  and 
thy  children  within  thee  ;  and  they  [hall  not  leave  in  thee 
one  Jl one  upon  another ,  which  pall  not  be  thrown  down. 
But  wo  unto  them  that  are  with  child ,  and  to  them  that 
fuck  in  tnofe  days  ;  for  there  pall  be  great  diflrefs  iu 
the  land  and  wrath  upon  this  people.  And  they  pall  fall 
by  the  edge  of  the  /wordy  and  pall  tee  led  away  captive 
into  ail  nations  .  and  Jerufalem  feall  be  trodden  down  of 
the  Gentiles ,  until  the  times  of  the  Gentiles  be  fulfilled . 
He  further  ia  d,  Then  pall  be  great  tribulation ,  fuch  as 
nvas  not  fine e  the  beginning  of  the  world  unto  this  timey  no 
nor  ever  pall  be. ||  Have  not  thefe,  and  other  predic¬ 
tions  of  our  S  viouPx.  been  accomplifhed  to  a  tittle  ? 
Have  not  Jerufalem  and  the  holy  temple  been  deftroy- 
ed  ?  Has  not  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  the  gofpel  with 
all  its  privileges,  been  taken  from  the  Jews  ?  And  has 
not  Jerufalem,  for  almoft  eighteen  hundred  years, 
been  trodden  down  of  the  Gentiles  ?  Were  not  the 
iu  he  rings  of  the  Jews,  when  conquered  by  the  Ro¬ 
mans,  without  a  parallel  ?  jofephus,  in  his  wars  of  the 
Jews,  lays,  “  Never  was  any  nation  more  wicked,  nor 
ever  did  any  city  fuffer  as  they  did.”  Nay,  he  fays* 

“  AU  the  nnfcTies  which  all  mankind  had  fuffered, 
from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  were  not  to  be  com- 
Dared  ^witn  thofe  which  the  jewifh  nation  did  then 
fuff  r.”  Was  not  every  ft  one  in  the  temple  throw** 


i  Ifc' ,xxr'  9>  IO>  n?  and  xxxii.  28,  39,  and 
Ji  Mattb.  xxiv.  zx. 
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down,  and  its  very  foundations  plowed  up,  according 
to  the  prediction  of  the  prophet,  Zion  Jhall  be  plowed 
as  a  field ?§  Did  not  Titus,  after  the  conqueft  of  Je- 
rufalem,  fend  multitudes  of  the  Jews  in  his  (hips  to 
Egypt  to  be  fold  for  bond-men  and  bond-women;  and 
was  not  the  market  fo  glutted,  that  after  numbers  of 
them  had  been  bought,  no  man,  as  Mofes  had  pre¬ 
dicted,  would  buy  the  reft  ? 

The  prefent  date  of  the  Jews  is  a  wonderful  fulfil¬ 
ment  of  prophecy.  In  Jeremiah  xxx.  ii,  it  is  writ¬ 
ten,  ^Though  1  male  a  full  end  of  all  nations  whither  1 
have  fcattered  theey  yet  will  I  not  make  a  full  end  of  thee. 
This  is  notorious  among  the  nations.  Though  the 
Jews  are  fcattered  among  all  people,  though  they  have 
been  periecuted,  plundered,  and  maflacred,  in  an  un¬ 
paralleled  manner  ;  banifhed  and  driven  by  violence 
from  city  to  city,  and  from  one  kingdom  to  another,^ 
yet  they  ftill  exift  as  a  diftinCf  nation,  and  perhaps 
never  were  more  numerous  than  at  prefent ;  while  the 
ancient  nations  among  whom  they  had  been  fcattered 
in  the  days  of  this  prophecy,  have  been  long  fince 
fwept  away.  Where  are  the  Philiftines,  the  A  {Tyri¬ 
ans,  the  Chaldeans,  or  any  of  the  nations  who  op- 
prefied  them  before  that  time  ?  Their  infidelity,  that, 
with  the  very  book  in  their  hands,  which  contains  all 
the  predictions  againft  them,  which  have  been  fo 

$  Micah  iii.  i*.  The  Jewifh  writers  acquaint  us,  that  Titus 
ordered  his  foldiers  to  dig  up  the  very  foundations  of  the  tem¬ 
ple,  and  that  Turnu-s  Rufus  plowed  up  the  ground  upon  which 
it  flood. 

t  Say  the  Jews,  “  Romans,  Perfians,  Saracens,  Chriftians, 
Mahometans,  every  nation  and  fe<ft  have  fucceflively  raifed  its 
arm  againft  us,  and  from  the  Nile  to  the  Viftula,  from  the  Ta¬ 
gus  to  the  Euphrates,  every  country  has  feen  our  blood  flow¬ 
ing. ^  Letters  to  Voltaire.  “  What  a  marvellous  thing  is  it, 
that  after  fo  many  wars,  battles,  and  lieges  ;  after  fo  many  fires, 
famines,  and  peftilences  ;  after  fo  many  rebellions,  maifacres, 
and  perfections ;  after  fo  many  years  of  captivity,  flavery, 
and  mifery,  they  are  not  deftroyed  utterly,  and  though  fcat¬ 
tered  among  all  people,  yet  fubfift  as  a  diftind  people,  by 
themfelves.  Where  is  there  any  thing  comparable  to  this  to  be 
found  in  all  the  hiftories  and  in  all  the  nations  under  the  fun  T* 
David  Levi  from  Bafnage, 
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remarkably  fulfilled,  and  all  the  chara&ers  of  the 
Messiah,  they  fhould  continue  in  unbelief,  is  won¬ 
derful.  Who  can  contemplate  the  exa<3  accomplifli- 
mgnt  of  thofe  numerous  prophecies,  the  blindnefs 
which  in  part  has  happened  unto  Ifrael,  what  they 

haye  fuffered,  and  their  prefent  ftate  and  not  be  a 
Chriltian  ? 

The  dream  of  Nebuchadnezzar,*  and  Daniel’s 
vifion  of  the  four  hearts, f  which  came  up  from  the 
fea,  reprefenting  the  rife,  charafter,  progrefs,  and 
decline  of  the  four  great  kingdoms,  the  Babylonian, 
er  lan,  Grecian,  and  Roman  monarchies,  which  in 
their  fucceffive  periods  were  to  lay  wafte  the  earth,  are 
too  mgu  ar  and  important  to  be  parted  over  without 
ipeciai  notice.  _  In  the  interpretation  and  explanation 
ot  thefe,  Daniel  exhibits  a  wonderful  fcene  of  proph¬ 
ecy,  comprifing  a  regular  feries  of  the  principal 
events,  which  in  the  courfe  of  providence,  were  to 
mcceed  each  other,  during  the  term  of  feveral  thou- 

wirli  o  „  1,  * n. *  .  ^  liS,  events  have, 

with  an  artomfhing  punauality,  anfwered  the  predic¬ 
tions.  We  have  ieen  the  Perfian  fucceeding  the  Baby¬ 
lonian  monarchy,  but  inferior  to  it,  as  the  breaft  and 
arms  of  filver  were  to  the  head  of  gold.  To  this 
fitcceeded  the  Grecian,  or  third  kingdom,  a  ftill  coarfer 
onarchy,  and  remarkable  for  its  brazen  arms.  This 
was  followed  by  the  Roman,  ftrong  as  iron,  breaking 
m  pieces  all  other  kingdoms.  Thefe  monarchies  have 

feren  ybeaftThed  t  ?ha™aers  given  them  in  the  dif- 

femed  b  TK  hl  u'VC  -  they  were  refPe^iveIy  repre- 
fented.  The  Babylonian  empire  was  Itrong,  magnifi- 

38  3  h°n  5  the  marches  and  conquefts 
of  Nebuchadnezzar  were  rapid  as  the  flight  of  the 

lfS  hJr".  ^  y-C°rrefp0nding  with  the  rePrefentation 

of™  eagles  wings  upon  the  lion. 

The  kingdom  of  the  Medes  and  Perfians,  for  its 
ciuelty  and  greedinefs  after  human  blood,  was  like  a  ' 

Daniel  ii.  f  Chap  vii.  t  Jen  xlviii.  40. 
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hear,  that  cruel  and  voracious  animal.  Hiftorians 
have  reprefented  it  as  one  of  the  moil  cruel  kingdoms 
which  ever  exifted.  It  held  other  kingdoms  between 
its  teeth,  exceedingly  ground  and  opprefled  them. 

The  Grecian,  or  third  monarchy,  was  like  the 
leopard,  fwift  and  courageous.  Alexander  is  repre¬ 
fented,  by  hiftorians,  as  running  and  even  flying  to 
vi£lory.  In  ten  or  twelve  years  he  is  fpoken  of  as 
having  conquered  the  world.  Though  he  was  a  fmall 
king,  and  his  troops  generally  were  not  numerous,  yet 
he  had  courage  to  attack  and  vanquifh  the  greateft: 
potentates  and  armies.  The  incredible  rapidity  of 
his  marches  and  victories,  while  they  aftonifhed  the 
world,  admirably  correfponded  with  the  reprefentation 
of  a  leopard  with  four  great  wings  to  aflift  his  flight, 
and  of  the  he-goat  which  went  upon  the  face  of  the 
whole  earth  and  touched  not  the  ground.*  What 
could  more  aptly  reprefent  the  four  kingdoms  into 
which  the  empire  was  divided  upon  the  death  of 
Alexander,  than  the  four  horns  of  the  leopard  ?  Dan¬ 
iel  who  faw,  when  the  goat  was  ftrong,  the.  great 
horn  broken,  certifies  us  that  this  was  the  king  of 
Grecia,  and  the  firft  king  *,  and  whereas  four  flood; 
up  for  it,  four  kingdoms  fhould  ftand  up  out  of 
the  nation  but  not  in  his  ftrength.f  How  literally 
have  thefe  predi&ions  had  their  acccmplilhment  ? 

Has  not  the  Roman,  or  fourth  kingdom  appeared 
with  all  the  ftrength  and  terriblenefs  of  the  fourth 
beaft  ?  Has  it  not,  according  to  predi&ion,  been  di~ 
verfe  from  all  the  other  kingdoms,  devoured  the  whole 
earth,  trodden  it  down,  and  broken  it  in  pieces  ? 
Has  not  this  mighty  empire  been  broken  into  ten 
parts,  or  kingdoms  ?  Have  we  not  witnefled  the  little 
horn,  that  marvellous  antichriftian  power,  the  .man 
of  fin,  arifing  from  among  the  ten  kingdoms,  with  a 
look  more  ftout  than  his  fellows,  with  a  mouth  fpeak- 
jng  great  words  againft  the  Mod  High,  making  war 
with,  and  wearying  out  the  faints  ?  Have  we  not  fecn 

*  Dan.  viii.  5.  t  Verfes  $,  zi,  Z2. 
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him,  in  perfed  correfpondence  with  the  apoftolic 
predidions,  exalting  himfeif  above  all  that  is  called 
God,  or  that  is  worfhipped  ;  fo  that  he  as  God,  fk- 
teth  in  the  temple  of  God,  Jhewing  himfeif \  that  he  is 
Gonf  forbidding  to  marry ,  and  commanding  to  abfain 
fiom  meats  ? f  Do  we  not,  at  this  time,  behold  the 
Euphrates  of  this  myftical  Babylon  drying  up,  her 
power  and  riches  almoft  annihilated  ?  Do  we  not  fee 
millions,  who  gave  her  her  power  and  were  once  her 
moft  firm  and  zealous  adherents  and  fupporters,  now 
wonderfully  hating  her,  and  beginning  to  burn  her 
With  fire  ?  Who  can  ferioufiy  and  impartially  contem¬ 
plate  thefe  fcenes  of  prophecy,  and  the  vaft  events, 
in  a  long  fucceffion  of  ages,  in  which  they  have  had 
an  exad  completion,  and  not  be  conftrained  to  ac¬ 
knowledge,  That  prophecy  came  not  in  old  time  by  the 
'will  of  man  :  but  that  holy  men  of  God  fpahe  as  they 
*were  moved  by  the  Holy  GffOST 

T-ime  fails  me  to  fpeak  of  the  accomplifhment  of 
numerous  predidions  in  the  prefervation  of  the  church, 
which  nas  always  been  like  the  bufh  which  Mofes  faw, 
m  the  midft  of  a  flame  of  fire,  and  yet  has  never  been 
comumed  ;  and  of  the  many  prophecies  concerning 
the  calling  ot  the  Gentiles  into  the  church  of  God, 
and  of  her  enlargement  and  beauty,  by  reafon  of 
tneir  acceffion,  of  the  accomplifhment  of  which  we 
and  aU  the  churches  of  the  Gentiles  are  witneflea. 
ihey  who  were  not  the  people  of  God  are  now  his 
people,  and  fhe  who  was  not  beloved,  is  now  beloved. 

,  j HE  accomplifhment  of  thefe  predidions  af- 
lords  demonflrative  evidence  that  the  prophets  were 
lent  of  God,  and  that  the  feriptures  are  his  word 
No  man  can  foretel  what  fhall  be  on  the  morrow, 
or  what  even  a  day  may  bring  forth.  Much  lefs  can 
iie  predid  what  fhall  be  many  ages  or  thoufands  of 
years  to  come.  He  cannot  forefee  what  his  own 
purpofes  and  condud  will  be,  or  what  fhall  take  place 
with  refped  to  himfeif  and  family,  or  within  the  nar- 

*  1  ThsiT.  u.  4>  8,  9*  t  1  Tim.  iv.  &  J  %  Peter  l  %i . 
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row  limits  of  his  own  particular  connexions,  for  one 
day  or  hour.  How  much  lefs  can  he  forefee  what 
events  may  happen  in  a  nation,  or  in  numerous  king¬ 
doms  for  a  long  fucceflion  of  ages.  There  are  no 
data y  or  firft  principles  upon  which  they  can  poflibly 
be  known.  T he  race  is  not  to  the  fwifty  nor  the  battle 
to  the  Jlrongy  fieither  yet  bread  to  the  wifey  nor  yet  richer 
to  men  of  underfandingy  nor  yet  fapor  to  men  of  Jkill. * 
Hence  God  challenges  it  as  his  peculiar  prerogative 
and  glory,  to  tell  what  (hall  be  hereafter.  Ifaiah  xli. 
21,  22,  23,  Bring  forth  your  frong  reafons  Jaith  the 
king  of  Jacob ,  let  them  bring  them  forthy  and Jhow  us 
what  fall  happeji :  let  them  fow  the  former  things  what 
they  bey  that  we  may  confider  themy  and  know  the  latter  end 
cf  them  ;  or  declare  things  for  to  come .  Show  the  things 
which  are  to  come  hereafter ,  that  we  may  know  that  ye 
are  gods .  It  is  here  reprefented  as  a  clear  demon- 
flration  of  divinity  to  foretel  what  {hall  be  ;  fo  that  if 
any  would  acquaint  mankind  with  the  defigns  and 
great  events  of  providence  in  future  times,  we  might 
know  them  to  be  more  than  men  or  angels,  even  the 
true  and  living  God.  The  xlvi.  chapter,  9,  and  10, 
verfes  is  to  the  fame  purpofe.  Remember  the  former 
things  of  oldy  for  I  am  Goi),  and  there  is  none  elfey  I  am 
God  and  there  is  notie  like  mey  declaring  the  end  from 
the  beginningy  and  from  ancient  times  the  things  that  are 
not  yet  done9  faying  my  counfel  fall  Jlandy  and  I  will  do 
all  my  pleafure .  Both  Heathen  wife  men,  and  the 
prophets  of  God,  have  declared,  that  none  but  God 
can  tell  dreams  and  reveal  the  things  which  (hall  be  in 
times  to  come.  The  Chaldeans  anfwered  before  the 
king,  and  faid,  There  is  not  a  man  upon  the  earth  that 
can  fow  the  king’s  matter  :  and  there  is  none  other  that 
can  Jhow  it  before  the  king ,  except  the  GODS  whofe  dwel¬ 
ling  is  not  with  Jofeph,  before  and  after  his 

interpretation  of  the  dream  of  Phoraoh,  declared, 
that  it  was  God  who  fhowed  to  him  the  events  which 
were  coming  upon  his  kingdom.  And  Jofeph  anfwer • 

*  Eccl.  ix.  11.  f  Dan.  ii.  10,  xx. 
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edy  It  is  not  in  me  :  God  fall  give  Pharaoh  an  anpwef 
of  peace.  And  Jofeph  Jaid  unto  Pharaoh ,  the  dream  of 
Pharaoh  is  one ,  God  hath  f jewed  unto  Pharaoh  what 
he  is  about  to  do.*  In  like  manner,  Daniel,  when  he 
was  about  to  interpret  the  dream  of  Nebuchadnezzar 
and  open  to  him  a  wonderful  fucceffion  of  events9 
declared  to  him,  Phat  there  is  a  God  in  heaven  who  re- 
vealeth  fecrets ,  and  he  that  revealeth  fecrets  maketh  known 
unto  thee  what  fhall  come  to  pafs.  \ 

Indeed  future  events  are  fo  c  inedfed  with  the  vo¬ 
litions,  tempers,  and  padions  of  an  innumerable  mul¬ 
titude  of  free  a£lors,  on  the  births,  exiftence,  cir- 
cumftances,  and  deaths  of  countlefs  millions  of  man¬ 
kind  ;  fo  entirely  dependent  upon  and  wrapped  up  in 
the  divine  counfels,  that  it  is  abfolutely  impoffible  for 
any  to  know  or  reveal  them  but  God  hhnfelf.  Hence 
that  remarkable  vifion  of  St.  John  of  the  book  fealed 
with  feven  feals.  This  was  the  book  of  the  divine 
counfels  and  future  events,  refpe&ing  the  church  and 
the  world,  until  the  end  fhould  come  5  And  no  man  in 
heaven ,  nor  in  earthy  neither  under  the  earthy  was  able 
to  op e?i  thebooky  neither  to  look  thereon.%  ,  The  lamb  only, 
who  is  God  as  well  as  man,  was  able  to  open  the 
book  and  to  loofe  the  feals  thereof.  This  great  proph¬ 
et  of  the  church,  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs  and  light 
or  the  world,  and  he  only  has  fhown  us  what  fhall 
come  to  pafs.  It  was  his  fpirit  in  the  prophets  which 
did  figmfy  all  which  they  forefaw  and  prediaed.il 
Hence,  as.  the  word  of  the  prophets  have  in  all  in- 
nances  umverfally  come  to  pafs,  it  proves  demonftra- 

*w  t-he  LoRD  f*.nt  and  fPake  hY  them,  and 
that  the  fcriptures  are  his  word. 

1  he  prophets,  in  numerous  inftances,  have  been 

molt  exprefs  and  determinate.  They  have  fixed  the 

Te.7  “7S  when  events  fliould  happen,  the  manner  in 

%vhich  they  (hould  be  brought  about,  and  declared  the 

very  names  of  the  perfons,  who  were  to  be  the  prinei*- 


*  Gen.  xli.  i<;;  % 5. 
t  R evrv.3. 


N  % 


f  Dan.  ii.  38,  ^ 
||  I  Pet.  i.  Hr 
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pal  adlors,  and  the  very  nations  by  whom  judgments 
were  to  be  executed,  or  deliverances  obtained,  and 
this  and  the  other  great  event  accomplifhed.  They 
have  foretold  very  particular  and  minute  circumttan- 
ces,  the  manner  in  which  cities  fhould  be  taken,  the 
diftrefs  of  the  inhabitants,  that  women  in  their  fieges, 
which  were  at  the  diftance  of  more  than  a  thoufand 
years,  from  the  time  of  the  prophecy,  fhould  eat  the 
fruit  of  their  own  body  ;  that  the  inhabitants  fhould 
be  fcattered  and  fold  among  all  nations  the  nation  to 
whom,  in  a  certain  inftance,  they  fhould  be  fold,  how 
they  fhould  be  carried  to  the  Egyptians,  in  fhips,  and 
that  with  refpeff  to  fome  of  them,  no  man  would  buy 
them.  Inflances  of  all  thefe  have  been  already  men¬ 
tioned.  The  particular  intrigues  and  deceit  of  princes, 
a  particular  marriage  for  flate  purpofes,  and  the  con¬ 
sequences  of  fuch  intrigues  and  marriage  have  been 
clearly  and  exprefsly  predicted.  Daniel  xi.  17,  27. 
And  he  [ball  give  him  the  daughter  cf  women  corrupting 
her  :  but Jhe  [hall  not Jl  and  on  his \ fde>  neither  be  for  him . 
According  to  this  prediction,  Antiochus  the  great  gave 
bis  daughter  Cleopatra,  with  a  great  dowry,  to  the 
young  king  of  Egypt,  that  by  thefe  means  he  might 
get  an  advantage  againfl  him,  and  get  pofTeffion  of  his 
kingdom  •,  but  Cleopatra  deferted  the  intereft  of  her 
father,  and  clave  to  herhufband,  and  fo  the  crafty  de- 
figns  of  Antiochus  were  carried  headlong.  He  de¬ 
clared  how  the  hearts  of  Antiochus  and  Ptolemy  fhould 
be  to  do  mifchief,  and  how  they  fhould  fpeak  lies  at 
the  fame  table  ;  but  that  it  fhould  not  profper.  It  is 
notorious  how  this  wasaccomplifhed  at  Memphis,  fome 
hundreds  of  years  after,  to  which  place  Ptolemy,  king 
of  Egypt,  invited  Antiochus  Epiphanes  to  a  feaft. 
Both  kings  praflifed  all  the  intrigue  of  which  they  were 
matters  *,  but  after  all  their  falfehood  and  cunning  nei¬ 
ther  of  them  was  able  to  carry  his  point.  Ptolemy 
neither  gained  Syria,  nor  Antiochus  Egypt. 

It  was  predi&ed,  1  Kings  xiii.  2.  Beheld ,  a  child 
Jhall  be  born  unto  the  houfe  of  David ,  fofah  by  namey  and 
-upon  thee  Jhall  he  offer  the  pr.ijls  of  the  high  places  that 
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burn  incenfe  upon  thee,  and  men's  bones  jhall  be  burnt  upon 
thee.  How  literally  every  part  of  this  prophecy  was 
fulfilled,  three  hundred  and  fifty  years  afterwards  we 
.  are  certified  2  Kings  xxiii,  15,  16. 

The  prophets  foretold  innumerable  events,  not  on¬ 
ly  for  one  age,  but  for  a  fucceffion  of  many  ages.  'The 
fpirit  of  prophecy  continued  in  the  church  tor  more 
than  fifteen  hundred  years,  during  the  whole  time  in 
which  the  fcriptures  were  compiling**  Infpired  men 
not  only  pred idled  the  great  events  of  that  period* 
but  of  ages  fucceeding,  even  to  the  prefent  time,  and 
to  the  confummation  of  all  things. 

Nothing  can  be  more  evident  than  this,  that  none 
but  the  omnifcient  God,  to  whom  all  his  works  were 
known  from  the  foundation  of  the  world,  could  thus 
minutely  and  particularly  have  made  known  to  man¬ 
kind  the  vaft  difpenfation  of  his  providence,  in  the  fuc~ 
ceffive  ages  of  the  world. 

It  cannot,  with  the  lead  color  of  truth,  be  preten¬ 
ded  that  the  facred  books  were  writtenfince  the  events 
which  they  predided  are  come  to  pafs  :  for  their  great 
antiquity  hath  been  clearly  evinced  in  my  preceding 
difcoui  fes.  .The  books  of  the  Old  Teftament  have  for 
confiderably  mere  than  two  thoufand  years  been  trans¬ 
lated  into  different  languages,  and  been  known  among 
various  other  nations  befides  the  Jews.  The  New 
Teftament  hath  not  only  been  written  about  feventeen 
hundred  years  ;  but,  for  confiderably  more  than  a 
thoufand,  has  been  tranflated  into  a  great  variety  of 
languages,  and  been  in  the  hands  of  an  aimoft  innu¬ 
merable  multitude  of  people,  in  various  parts  of  the 
earth  *,  and  yet  we  find  many  predidions  of  bothTef- 
taments  now  fulfilled  and  fulfilling  before  our  eyes. 

Do  we  not  fee  the  Jews  a  diftind  nation,  though 
in  all  places,  hated,  defpited,.  and  perfecuted  ?  Have 
we  not  the  moft  certain  evidence,  that  they  have  been 
broken  off  by  unbelief?  That  in  Jerufalem  one  ftone 
has  not  been  left  upon  another  ;  and  that  for  more 
than  feventeen  hundred  years  it  has  been  trodden 
4own  of  the  Gentiles?  7  ~  ~ 
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Do  not  the  Arabians,  the  defendants  of  Iftiamad, 
Tetain  the  fpirit  of  their  father  unto  this  day  ?  Are  • 
they  not  wild  men,  robbing  and  fighting  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  all  other  nations,  and  yet  retaining  their  coun¬ 
try  and  independence  ? 

Is  not  Egypt  the  bafeft  of  kingdoms,  opprefied  and 
wafted  by  (trangers  ?  Are  not  its  inhabitants  fervile* 
vicious,  and  mean  fpirited  ? 

Is  not  the  condition  of  Noah’s  pofterity  the  very 
fame  which  their  father  predicted,  more  than  four 
thoufand  years  ago  ?  Do  we  not  behold  Japhet  enlar¬ 
ged  and  dwelling  in  the  tenets  of  Shem  ?  And  is  not 
Canaan  a  fervant  of  fervants  unto  his  brethren  ? 

In  a  word,  have  we  not  witneffed  the  rife,  progrefs,, 
duration,  and  decline  of  the  man  of  fin  ?  Has  he  not 
perfectly  anfwered  the  characters  given  him  in  facred 
prophecy  ?  Are  not  thefe  fo  many  public  enfigns,  or 
monuments,  ereCted  in  the  view  of  all  nations,  wit- 
nefting  for  God,  that  his  word  is  true  ;  What  are  the 
refpeCtive  conditions  of  the  Jews  and  Arabs,  but 
(landing  and  moft  public  miracles  ?  Shall  we,  can  we, 
in  view  of  thefe  wonderful  events,  be  faithlefs  ?  Shall 
we  not  rather  be  ftrong  in  the  faith,  giving  glory  to> 
God* 

XMPROVEMENT. 

I.  The  bible,  no  lefs  than  the  things  which  are 
made,  abftraCtly  from  all  the  declarations  which  it  con¬ 
tains  to  that  purpofe,  teacheth  us  dcmonftrably,  that 
there  is  an  infinite,  omnifcient,  almighty  God,  who 
doth  whatever  pleafeth  him,  in  heaven,  in  earth,  and 
in  all  deep  places.  Were  there  not  a  God,  future 
events  never  could  have  been  foretold.  Had  not  God 
been  an  infinite  being,  to  whom  all  hearts,  thoughts 
and  purpofes,  all  fecret  as  well  as  open  things  are 
perfectly  known,  in  all  places  of  the  earth,  and  in  ev¬ 
ery  moment  and  period  of  time,  and  the  power  of  all 
creatures,  it  is  impoftible  to  conceive  how  he  could 
forefee  infallibly  the  things  which  (hall  be  in  all  future 
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times.  His  predi&ion  of  future  events  implies  his  im¬ 
mutability,  omnipotence,  and  infinite  wifdom.  Were 
he  not  unchangeable  he  could  not  know  what  would 
be  his  own  purpofes  hereafter,  or  that  he  {hould  be 
able  to  accomplifli  them.  Was  he  not  almighty  and 
infinitely  wife  ;  fo  as,  in  all  times  and  places,  to  be 
able  to  govern  his  creatures,  and  do  whatever  pleafeth 
him,  there  would  be,  in  the  nature  of  things,  an 
entire  uncertainty  with  refpeft  to  future  events. 
The  divine  prefcience  is  doubtlefs  founded  in 
God’s  perfect  knowledge  of  himfelf,  and  that  all 
things  will  be  operated  according  to  the  counfel  of  his 
own  will. 

II.  Our  fubjeft  teaches  us,  in  the  ftrongeft  point 
of  light,  the  veracity  and  faithfulnefs  of  God.  We 
learn  the  veracity  of  perfons  by  their  fpeaking  the  truth 
in  all  their  declarations,  and  their  faithfulnefs,  from 
their  punctuality  in  performing  their  promifes,  com¬ 
pacts,  and  words,  at  all  times  and  in  all  circumftan- 
ces,  be  the  matter  ever  fo  difficult.  Since  therefore 
God  has  always  fpoken  the  truth,  in  every  thing  which 
he  has  predicted,  promifed,  or  threatened,  and  per¬ 
formed  his  word  from  generation  to  generation,  it 
gives  us  the  ftrongeft  evidence  of  his  truth  and  faith* 
fulnefs,  independent  of  the  works  of  creation,  or  any 
declarations  in  the  facred  books  concerning  thefe  attri- 
butes.  .  It  furnifhes  a  fure  foundation  for  our  believing 
the  teftimony  of  God  unrefervedly  and  univerfally. 

Every  thing  which  God  has  fpoken  from  the  fulled 
trial,  from  long  and  univerfal  experience,  has  appear- 
ed  to  be  ftrictiy  true.  Whatever  impediments,  im¬ 
probabilities,  or  even  impoffibilities  there  have  been, 
in  human  view,  in  the  way  of  the  accomplifhment  of 
the  predictions,  promifes,  or  threatnings  of  the  word, 
they  have  all  been  accompliffied  in  their  time.  Though 
the  bodies  of  Abraham  and  Sarah  were  dead,  yet  the 
promifed  Ifaac  was  born.  Though  the  fea  muft  be 
dried  up  and  Jordan  driven  back,  though  the  heaven* 
muft  rain  down  bread,  and  waters  flow  from  the  flinty 
rock,  yet  Ifrael  entered  into  Canaan  !  Though  nearly 
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five  hundred  years  elapfed,  from  the  time  in  which 
God  promifed  the  land  of  Canaan  to  the  feed  of  Abra¬ 
ham,  before  they  were  put  in  poffeffion  of  it,  yet, 
not  one  thing  Jailed  of  all  the  good  things  which  the  L  ORB 
their  GOD  had  fpoken* 

H  ow  long  foever  the  period  between  the  denun¬ 
ciation  of  any  evil,  or  curfe  and  its  execution,  yet  the 
threatning  denounced  has  always  overtaken  the  guilty. 
.Though  God  waited  an  hundred  and  twenty  years  upon 
the  Antediluvians,  yet  the  flood  came  and  fwept  them 
all  away.  Thus  did  the  curfe  come  upon  the  builder 
of  Jericho,  more  than  five  hundred  and  twenty  years 
after  it  had  been  denounced.  When  in  the  corrupt 
reign  of  Ahab  there  arofe  a  man  unbelieving  and  hardy 
enough  to  build  the  accurfed  city,  the  curfe  came 
upon  hmi.  He  laid  the  foundation  thereof  in  Abiram  his 
firf  borriy  and  fet  up  the  gates  thereof  in  his  youngefl  fon 
Segubf  according  to  the  word  of  the  JLORD  which  he  fpake 
by  Jofoua  the  fon  of  Nun.  f  It  was  about  eight  hundred 
and  fixry  years  from  the  days  of  Mofes  to  the  Baby¬ 
lonian  captivity,  and  fifteen  hundred  and  thirty  from 
that  time  to  the  final  deflrudlion  of  Jerufalem  by  the 
Roman  armies,  and  yet  the  curies  denounced  againfl 
the  feed  of  Jacob  have  been  fully  executed  and  (till 
reft  upon  them. 

What  finking  and  admirable  evidence  have  we,  in 
thefe  views,  of  the  infinite,  unchangeable  truth  and 
faithful nefs  of  God  ?  If  we  confider,  that  this  God 
has  revealed  himfelf,  in  his  word  as  a  God  of  truth, 
commanded  us  to  worfhip  him  as  fuch  a  God,  in  fpirit 
and  in  truth  ^  and  that  he  has  commanded  us  to  fpeak 
the  truth  every  one  with  hisneighbour, does  it  not  afford 
{till  additional  evidence  that  he  is  true  and  exceedingly 
loves  the  truth  ?  Have  we  not  then  a  fure  foundation 
from  the  word  of  God  to  believe  all  its  declarations 
relative  to  the  goodnefs  of  God,  his  great  love  to 
mankind  in  the  gift  of  his  Son  and  redemption  thr;  ugh 
his  blood  j  concerning  the  origin  and  reign  of  fin, 

*  Jofh.  xxiii.  14.  f  1  Kings  xvi. 
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and  the  good  which  God  will  bring  out  of  evil,  inde¬ 
pendently  of  the  light  of  nature  ?  Has  not  God,  in 
every  view,  magnified  his  word  above  all  his  name  ? 

III.  In  the  accomplifhment  of  fo  many  predictions 
and  prornifes,  God  has  given  us  a  certain  pledge,  and 
ground  of  afTurance,  that  all  others  fhall  be  fulfilled 
in  their  feafon.  Though  they  tarry  long,  yet  we  may 
wait  for  them,  with  the  greateft  afTurance.  Notwith¬ 
standing  all  the  fubtie  and  formidable  combinations  of 
earth  and  hell  againft  Christ  and  his  church,  and 
how  much  foever  they  may  feem  to  profper  and  to  be 
carrying  their  points,  for  a  feafon,  the  gates  of  hell 
fhall  never  prevail  againft  them.  He  that  fitteth  in  the 
heavens  Jhall  laugh  :  the  LORD  Jhall  have  them  in  derif» 
ion .  He  will  comfort  Z ion  :  he  w  ll  comfort  all  her 
wafte  places ,  and  he  will  make  her  wilder nefs  like  Eden3 
and  her  defert  like  the  garden  of  the  LORD  :  joy  and  glad- 
nefs  foal l  be  found  in  her ,  thankfgiving  and  the  voice  of 
melody .*  Her  fun  fhall  no  more  go  down,  nor  her 
moon  withdraw  itfelf  :  for  the  Lord  fhall  be  her  ev- 
erlafting  light,  and  the  days  of  her  mourning  fhall  be 
ended.  All  her  people  fhall  alfo  be  righteous.  A 
little  one  Jhall  become  a  thoufanf  and  a  fmall  one  a  frong 
nation .f  The  faints  fhall  a  if  awake  from  the  dult  and 
fing.  If  we  will  believe  the  prophets  and  live  godly 
in  Christ  Jesus,  we  fhall  awake  alfo  and  come  forth 
with  them,  to  the  refurredion  of  life.  We  fhall 
ftand  before  the  fon  of  man,  and  he  will  blefs  us* 
and  appoint  unto  us  a  kingdom  prepared  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world.  Let  us  therefore  truft  in 
the  Lord  and  not  be  afraid.  Let  us  rejoice  in  him 
evermore.  Let  us  comfort,  and  animate  one  another 
with  theie  words  \  and  in  thefe  bright  and  glorious 
profpeds  let  us  ever  be  thankful  and  blefs  the  Lord. 
Amen.  * 

*  Ifaiahli.3. 
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DISCOURSE  VII. 


Jesus  is  the  Christ,  or  the  prophecies  fulfilled 
in  him  prove  a  Divine  Revelation. 


ACTS  xviii.  5. 

PAUL  nvds  pwjfed  in  fpirity  and  tejlified  to  the  Je*wSy  that 

Jesus  was  Christ. 

WHETHER  Jesus  of  Nazareth  be  the  Christ, 
is  a  queftion  of  the  higheft  importance.  If 
he  be  not,  the  Chriftian  fyftetn  is  a  mere  delufion. 
Our  preaching,  our  faith,  and  our  hopes  are  in  vain. 
But  if  he  be  the  Christ,  the  fon  of  the  living  God, 
then  we  have  redemption  through  his  blood,  the  for- 
givenefs  of  fins  according  to  the  riches  of  divine  grace. 
Our  hopes  of  pardon,  of  a  glorious  refurre&ion  and 
blefled  immortality  are  furely  founded.  A  queftion 
of  fuch  magnitude,  in  which  all  have  fo  particular  an 
intereft,  fuch  a  vaft  and  eternal  concern,  challenges 
the  molt  ferious  attention  and  thorough  inveftigation. 
It  is  a  point  greatly  to  be  infifted  on,  and  clearly  to  be 
illuftrated,  by  the  Chriftian  minifter,  and  in  which  all 
Chriftians,  at  as  early  a  period  of  life  as  poflible, 
ought  to  be  well  inftru&ed. 
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The  apoftle  Paul,  therefore,  with  great  zeal  and 
labor,  infilled  on  this  fundamental  article  of  our  holy- 
religion.  At  Theffalonica,  he  reafoned  out  of  the 
fcriptures  from  fabbath  to  fabbath,  opening  arid  alledg- 
ingy  that  CHRIST  muji  needs  have  fujj'eredy  and  rifetz 
again  from  the  dead  :  and  that  the  very  Jesus  whom  he 
preached  unto  them  was  Christ.*  At  Rome,  his 
he  ?rt  was  fo  imprefled  and  enlarged  with  this  fubjeft,  * 
that  he  expounded  and  teffied  the  kingdom  of  GODy  per - 
funding  the  Jews  concerning  jESUSy  both  out  of  the  law 
of  AloJeSy  and  out  of  the  prophetSy  from  morning  till 
evening. f  When  he  preached  at  Corinth  he  purfued 
the  fame  method,  reafoning  in  the  fynagogue  every  fab - 
lathy  perfuading  the  Jews  and  the  Greeks 4  When  his 
mind  was  moll  imprefled  and  warmed  with  the  gof- 
pel,  when  the  love  of  Christ,  and  companion  for 
fouls  had  the  molt  conliraining  influence  upon  him5 
as  in  the  infiancein  our  text,  he  with  the  gre  ate  ft  free¬ 
dom  and  eneigy,  tellified,  that  Jesus  was  Christ. 
This  tefhmony  he  confirmed,  by  the  holy  fcriptures. 
JViofes  and  the  prophets. 

In  the  fame  manner  our  blefled  Lord  referred  t lie 
Jews  to  their  own  fcriptures,  for  the  knowledge  of 
this  great  truth.  Search  the  fcripturesy  for  in  them  ye 
think  ye  have  eternal  lifey  and  they  are  they  which  tejlify 
of  me. §  Had  ye  believed  MofeSy  ye  would  have  believed 
me  :  For  he.  wrote  of  me**  Before  his  paffion  he  at- 
lured  his  difciples,  That  all  things  that  are  writ  by  the 
prophets  concerning  the  fan  of  many  Jball  be  accompli  fhed.\\ 
After  his  refurredion,  Beginning  at  MofeSy  and  all  the 
prophetSy  he  expounded  unto  them  in  all  the  fcriptures  the 
things  concerning  himfelf  And  he  /aid  unto  them ,  thefe 
are  t.:e  words  which  I f pale  unto  you ,  while  1  was  yet 
with  youy  that  all  things  muji  be  fulfilled  which  were 
written  m  the  law  of  Mofesy  and  in  the  prophets ,  and 
in  the pf alms  concerning  me. f 
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These  feveral  paffages  of  fcripture  unite  their  tefli- 
mony,  with  the  apoltles,  that  Jesus  was  Christ . 
They  import  that  the  Messiah  has  been  fo  clearly  and 
fcmply  predicted  and  characterized  in  the  Old  Tefta- 
ment,  that,  upon  his  coming,  he  might  molt  certainly 
be  known  to  be  the  Christ  \  and  that  all  the  predic¬ 
tions  and  types  refpeCling  him  have  had  fuch  a  perfe£f 
accomplifhment  in  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  as  to  afford 
convincing  evidence  that  he  is  indeed  the  very  Christ. 

This  is  the  great  point  which  it  fhall  be  the  bufinefs 

of  this  difcourfe  to  ill ultrate. 

For  this  purpofe  I  fhall  be  led  to  confider  the 
prophecies  which  had  refpeCl  unto  Jesus  Christ, 
and  which  have  had  their  accomplifhment  in  him. 
Here  I  fhall  contemplate  thofe  which  refpeft  the  time 
of  his  incarnation  *,  thofe  which  are  defcriptive  of  his 
perfonal  character,  and  relate  to  various  circumftan- 
ces  of  his  life  and  death  :  and  thofe  which  refpeft  his 
refurre£lion  and  the  confeejuences  of  his  iuffenngs. 
With  thefe,  I  fhall  confider  his  own  works  and  pre¬ 
dictions  ;  and  (how  that  they  afford  demonftrative  ev¬ 
idence,  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ  *,  and  that  the  fcrip- 
tures  are  confequently  a  divine  revelation. 

I.  Let  us  contemplate  the  prediaions  which  relate 

to  the  time  of  his  incarnation. 

There  are  feveral  remarkable  prophecies  concern¬ 
ing  the  time  of  the  Messiah’s  coming  into  the  world. 
The  firft  of  thefe  which  offers  itfelf  to  our  attention 
is  that  notable  one  of  the  patriarch  Jacob  ;  The  feeptre 
(hall  not  depart  from  Judah ,  nor  a  lawgiver  from  between 
his  feet  until  SHILOH  come,  and  unto  him  fhall  the  gath¬ 
ering  of  the  people  be*  Shiloh  fignifies  his  fon,  or  the 
lent;  that  is  the  fon  of  Judah  or  the  fent  of  God,  the 
Messiah.  Rabbi  Jonathan,  in  the  jChaldee  para- 
phrafe,  reads  this  paffage  until  the  king  Messiah,  his 
little  fon  fhall  come.  The  ancient  Rabbies  and  laEl- 
tnudifts,  read  Shiloh,  the  king  Messiah.!  Mr.  Fool 


+  See  Buxtorf  on  the  word  Shiloh.  In  the  moft  ancient 
book,  Berefchit  Rabba,  it  is  written,  the  king  Messiah, 
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much  prefers  another  fignification  of  the  word  Shi¬ 
loh,  importing  the  fenty  or  him  who  was  fent .  He 
fuppofes  it  to  be  a  name  in  a  peculiar  manner  appro¬ 
priated  to  him,  who  was  fent  of  the  Father  into  the 
world,  with  the  highefl  commifiion  and  authority,  to 
fave  mankind,  and  mod  happily  correfponding  with 
the  character  fo  often  given  him  in  the  New  Tefta- 
ment.*  Our  Saviour  repeatediy  applies  to  himfelf 
the  term  fent.  John  iii.  17,  34,  and  chapter  x.  36. 
For  he  whom  G OD  hath  fent ,  fpeaketh  the  words  of  God . 
Say  ye  of  him  whom  the  father  hath  fanElifiedy  and  fent 
into  the  world ,  thou  blafphemejl  ? 

Be  the  fignification  of  the  word  Shiloh  what  it 
may,  it  is  univerfally  agreed,  that  by  it  we  are  to  un« 
derftand  the  Messiah  or  Christ. 

He  was  then  to  come,  when  the  fceptre  fhould  de¬ 
part  from  Judah,  and  a  lawgiver  from  between  his 
feet ;  that  is  when  Judah  fhould  have  no  lawgiver  or 
jurifdidfion  within  it f el f.  The  word  Shebet  tranflated 
fceptrey  fignifies  a  rod ,  or  tribe y  as  well  as  fceptre. 
That  is  the  rod  of  government,  or  that  jurifdi&ion 
peculiar  to  the  tribes  of  Ifrad. 

That  Judah  retained  the  fceptre  or  rod  of  govern¬ 
ment  during  the  captivity  in  Babylon  is  evident  from 
the  teflimony  of  the  Jews,  and  from  the  fcriptures. 
When  Cyrus  gave  liberty  for  their  return,  at  the  end 
of  feventy  years,  he  commanded  the  veffels  of  the 
temple  to  be  delivered  to  the  prince  of  Judah. ^ 

After  the  Jews  returned  to  their  own  land,  they 
lived  as  a  dihinct  people,  had  their  own  governors  and 
laws  until  the  time  of  our  Saviour's  birth.  But  about 
this  time,  or  foou  after,  their  authority  in  civil  mat¬ 
ters,  at  lead,  was  greatly  diminifhed.  After  their 
fubmifiion  to  Herod,  and  taking  the  oath  of  fealty  to 
him,  their  authority  in  civil  affairs  was  very  inconfide- 
rable.  At  the  time  of  our  Saviour's  crucifixion,  they 

.  *  Bolj.  Syn.in  loco.  The  word  Shiloh  may  be  derived, 
either  horn  the  root  Shalach,  which  fignifies  fent ,  or  from. 

t  V  1  •  om  tiie  latlcrit  Unifies,  kis  foetus  y  ov  little  Jon  > 

4  L-Zra  1. 
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acknowledged,  (hat  it  was  not  lawful  for  them  to  put 
any  man  to  death,  and  that  they  had  no  king  but  Cae- 
far.§  Whatever  remains  either  of  civil  or  religious 
power  there  were  among  them  at  this  time,  they  very 
foon  entirely  ceafed.  The  compilers  of  the  univerfal 
hiftory  read  the  prophecy  of  Jacob  in  this  manner, 
<c  The  fceptre  fhall  not  depart  from  Judah,  nor  a  law» 
giver  from  between  his  feet,  until  Shiloh  come,  and 
unto  him  the  nations  be  gathered.” 

Hence  they  fix  this  important  period  for  the  de¬ 
parting  of  the  fceptre  from  Judah  at  the  converfion  of 
Cornelius,  and  the  gathering  of  the  Gentiles  unto 
Jesus  Christ.  From  this  time,  they  ftrongly  argue 
that  the  Jews  lofl  all  jurifdi£tion. 

Indeed  foon  after  this  the  Jews  were  fubdued  and 
the  holy  city  and  temple  were  deftroyed.  They  be¬ 
came  an  hiding,  an  aflomfhment,  and  a  perpetual  def¬ 
lation.  The  Jews  bear  rule  in  no  place,  but  in  every 
country  and  nation  are  in  fubje£lion.  This  not  only 
admirably  coincides  with  the  prediction  of  the  patri¬ 
arch,  but  with  the  time  our  bleffed  Lord  prefixed  for 
that  event.  Says  he,  The  gofpel  fhall  be  preached  in 
all  the  world,  and  then  (hall  the  end  come.j]  Not  the 
end  of  the  world,  but  of  the  Jewifh  church  and  fiate. 
This  is  the  light  in  which  divines  and  others  of  the 
created  learning  and  character  have  underftood  this 

o  o 

prophecy.* 

In  this  view  how  fully  and  accurately  has  it  had  ft s 
accornplifhment  in  Jesus  Christ,  both  as  to  the 
time  and  confequences  of  his  coming  ?  He  came  in 
theflefh  when  the  fceptre  was  in  a  great  meafure  de¬ 
parted,  and  rapidly  departing.  When  he  came  in  his 
kingdom  among  Jews  and  Gentiles,  it  wholly  depart¬ 
ed,  and  the  people  were  more  and  more  gathered  unto 
Shiloh.  No  other  perfon  appeared  at  this  time  with 
any  of  the  peculiar  characters  of  the  Messiah,  nor 
was  any  received  as  fuch,  but  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  Io 

§  John  xvin.  31,  and  chapter  xix.'  15.  ||  Matth.  xxiv.  14* 

*  Meffrs.  Mede,  Pool,  Sherlock,  Newton,  Guyle,  the 
•compilers  of  the  univerfal  hiflory,  and  others. 
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whom  has  the  gathering  of  the  people  been,  but  unto 
him  ?  Is  not  he  then  that  Christ  who  fhould  come 
into  the  world  ? 

This  prepares  the  way  for  bringing  into  view  the 
prophecy  of  Ifaiah  concerning  the  time  of  our  Sav¬ 
iour  s  incarnation,  recorded  in  the  xi.  chapter  of  his 
book,  1  ft  and  10th  verfes.  And  there Jhall  come  forth  a 
Rod  out  of  the  Stem  of  Jesse,  and  a  Branch  JJoall 
grow  out  of  his  Roots.  And  in  that  day  there Jhall  be  a 
Root  of  Jesse ,  which  Jhall Jland  for  an  Ensign  of 
the  people  ;  to  IT  Jhall  the  Gentiles  feeh  and  HIS  REST 

shall  ee  Glorious . 

That  thefe  pafTages  refpe£l  the  Mediah  is  evident 
not  only  from  the  chara&ers  given  him  in  the  text,  but 
from  the  whole  context.  It  is  alfo  allowed  by  the  uni¬ 
versal  confent  of  Chriftians.  It  is  remarkale  that  the 
time  here  prefixed,  by  the  prophet,  for  the  advent  of 
the  Mefiiah  was  when  the  houfe  of  David  fhould  be 
reduced  to  the  mod  forlorn  and  contemptible  circum¬ 
stances  ;  when  it  fhould  be  reduced  to  the  lowed;  con- 
dmon  in  which  it  could  be,  and  yet  be  vifibly  his 
houte.  The  Messiah  was  to  be  a  Rod  or  Branch 
out  of  the  root  not  of  David  a  public,  but  of  Jesse, 
a  private  perfon.  The  text  imports,  that  the  Messiah 
fhouid  fpnng  from  the  family  of  David  when  it  fhould 
be  reduced  to  its  primitive  date  before  it  was  ennobled 
v  A  roya  ty,  and  when  it  fhould  be  like  a  flump  or 

root  but  jufl  yifible.  ^ 

Now  at  this  very  period,  it  is  manifeft,  that  our 
bAviouR  came  in  the  flefh,  and  in  his  kingdom.  The 
houfe  of  David  was  never  lower  than  at  this  time, 
while  it  had  any  viability.  Soon  after,  the  Jewiflr  na¬ 
tion  was  deftroyed  and  the  houfe  of  David  loft  in  its 

In  what  a  remarkable  manner  did  the  patriarch  Ta- 
c  b,  and  this  evangelical  prophet,  though  they  lived 
in  ages  almoft  a  thoufand  years  diftant  from  each 
©.her,  fee  eye  to  eye  m  this  great  point  ?  They  faw  the 
Messi*h  coming  juft  at  the  decline  and  termination  of 
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the  Jewifh  ft  ate,  that  he  would  be  a  public  perfon,  an 
enfign  lift  up  to  the  nations,  to  whom  the  people 
would  gather  as  to  an  illuftrious  head  or  prince. 

The  prophet  further  forefaw,  that  his  reft  would 
be  glorious,  or  glory,  as  it  is  in  the  original.  That 
is  the  reft  itfelf,  which  he  fhould  give  to  the  fouls  of 
his  people,  fhould  be  glorious  *,  be  glory  begun  on 
earth,  and  eternal  glory  in  heaven  :  or  the  place  of  his 
reft,  his  houfe  or  church  fhall  be  glorious  ;  replete 
with  glorious  ordinances,  gifts,  graces,  and  commu¬ 
nications  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  The  prophet  faw  the 
nations  of  the  earth  flocking  to  this  prince  or  enfign 
for  thefe  bleflings. 

But  to  whom  are  the  charadlers  applicable,  except 
to  Jesus  Christ  ?  Who  has  ever  appeared  as  a  rod 
out  of  the  ftem  of  Jefle,  and  as  a  branch  out  of  his 
roots,  and  flood  as  an  enfign  to  the  nations  but  this 
Jesus  ?  To  whom  have  the  nations  fought  but  unto 
him  ?  Whofe  reft  but  his  has  been  glorious  to  them  ?  * 

Let  us  proceed  to  a  third  prediction  of  the  time 
of  Christ’s  manifeflation  in  the  flefh.  In  Darnel  ix. 
24,  25,  2 6,  27,  it  is  written,  Seventy  weeks  ore  deter¬ 
mined  upon  thy  people,  and  upon  thy  holy  city ,  to  finijh  the 
tranfgrefon ,  and  to  make  an  end  of  fins ,  and  to  make  re¬ 
conciliation  for  iniquity ,  and  to  bring  in  everlafing  right - 
eoufnefs,  and  to  feal  up  the  vifon  and  prophecy ,  and  to  a- 
mint  the  mofl  holy.  Know  therefore  and  underjland ,  that 
from  the  going  forth  of  the  commandment  to  ref  ore  and  to 
build  Jerufalem ,  unto  the  MESSIAH  the  prince ,  fall  be 
feven  weeks  ;  and  threef core  and  two  weeks  thefreetjhall 
be  built  a^ain,  and  the  wall ,  in  troublous  times .  And  af¬ 
ter  threef  core  and  two  weeks  fall  MESSIAH  be  cutoff 
but  not for  himfef  :  and  the  people  of  the  prince  that  fall 
come ,  fhall  deflroy  the  city ,  and  the  fanBuary  and  the  end 
thereof  fhall  be  with  a  flood ,  and  unto  the  end  of  the  war 
deflations  are  determined  :  (and  he  fhall  confirm  the  cove¬ 
nant  with  many  for  one  week  :  and  in  the  tmdjt  of  the 
week  he  fhall  caufe  the  facrifice  and  oblation  to  ceaje.j  _ 

This  is  one  of  the  molt  illuftrious  and  determinate 
prophecies  of  the  time  of  Christ  s  coming  ant  0  z 
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number  of  important  events  confequent  upon  it  of  any 
in  the  divine  oracles.  The  whole  term  of  time  to  the 
coming  of  Christ  the  prince,  is  declared  to  be  feven- 
ty  weeks  *,  or  four  hundred  and  ninety  years,  reckon¬ 


ing  feven  years  to  every  week.  By  the  general  con- 


fent  of  expofitors,  the  weeks  are  to  be  underflood  as 
weeks  of  years,  every  day  to  be  reckoned  as  a  year, 
according  to  the  flyle  of  prophecy.  This  period  is  di¬ 
vided  info  three  different  ones,  feven  weeks,  fixty  and 
two  weeks,  and  one  week.  The  time  from  which 
thefe  weeks  are  to  be  reckoned  is  mofl  particularly  no¬ 
ticed,  from  the  going  forth  of  the  commandment  to 
reflore  and  to  build  Jerufalem.  This  was  evidently 
in  the  feventh  year  of  Artaxerxes  Longimanus,  when 
Ezra  received  that  ample  commiffion  to  build  the  houfe 
of  God  and  reflore  his  worfhip  at  Jerufalem,  record¬ 
ed  in  the  vii.  chapter  of  his  book.  From  this  time, 
feven  weeks,  or  forty  nine  years  were  to  be  reckoned 
for  the  building  and  reftoring  of  the  city.  In  fixty 
two  weeks,  or  four  hundred  and  thirty  four  years, 
from  the  termination  of  the  feven  weeks,  the  Messiah 
was  to  come  in  his  public  miniftry,  in  the  preaching 
of  John  the  baptifl  and  the  introdu&ion  of  the  gofpei 
kingdom  :  that  is  in  four  hundred  and  eighty  three 
years  from  the  going  forth  of  the  commandment  to 
reflore  and  to  build  Jerufalem.  At  this  very  time, 
which  was  in  the  twenty  fixth  year  of  the  Chrifiian 
era,  John  came  preaching  and  baptizing  in  the  wilder- 
nefs,  and  not  long  after  ourbleffed  Saviour  was  bap¬ 
tized  and  began  his  public  miniftry.  Having  in  the 
miniftry  of  John  the  baptifl  and  in  his  own  public  in- 
itrudlions,  confirmed  the  covenant  with  many  for  one 
week,  he  was  cut  off,  but  not  for  himfelf.  This  was 
in  the  thirty-third  year  of  the  Chrifiian  era,  juft  four 
hundred  and  ninety  years  from  the  commandment  giv¬ 
en  to  Ezra.  In  the  month  Nifan,  in  the  paffover  week, 
in  which  he  began  to  go  up  to  Jerufalem,  was  our 
Saviour  crucified. 

By  his  own  miniftry,  that  of  the  feventy  and  of  his 
twelve  apoftles  he  had  made  many  difciples  among  the 
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Jews,  and  by  his  death  lie  fealed  and  confirmed  the 
new  covenant  not  only  with  them,  but  with  the  many 
millions  of  mankind  who  fhould,  in  all  fucceeding 
ages,  believe  on  his  name. 

Further,  it  is  worthy  of  fpecial  notice,  that  he 
was  not  cut  off  for  himfelf.  Not  for  any  fault  of  his 
own,  No,  for  the  tranfgreffions  of  the  people  was  he 
fmitten  ;  He  was  wounded  for  our  tranfgreffions  and 
bruifedfor  our  iniquities  .* 

Another  peculiar  circumftance  of  this  predidfion 
is,  that  he  fhould  caufe  the  facrifice  and  oblation  to 
ceafe.  By  his  facrifice,  of  which  all  others  were  but 
typical,  they  were  abolifhed  and  became  of  no  fignif- 
icancy.  The  Saviour  exclaimed  with  his  expiring 
breath,  It  is  fnijhed.\  ’The  vail  of  the  temple  was  rent 
in  twain  from  the  top  to  the  bottom^  purporting,  that  all 
temple  fervices  were  now  finifhed  that  all  its  myfteries 
were  now  difclofed  and  perfedlly  accomplished  in 
Christ,  and  a  new  and  living  way  opened  into  the 
holy  of  holies  through  the  vail  of  his  fiefh.  Thus  every 
part  of  this  prophecy,  fo  far  as  it  refpedled  the  coming, 
charadler,  work,  and  paffion  of  the  Messiah,  had 
a  mod  accurate  and  perfect  accomplifhment  in  Jesus 
of  Nazareth  ?  When  did  face,  even  in  the  moil 
perfect  mirror,  ever  anfwer  with  greater  exactnefs  to 
face,  than  this  predidfion  and  its  accomplifhment  an¬ 
fwer  each  other  in  our  Jesus  ?  Is  it  then  poffible  that 
he  fhould  not  be  the  Messiah  ?  Who  but  he  confirm¬ 
ed  the  covenant  with  many  for  one  week  ?  Who  but 
he  was  cut  off  at  the  end  of  feventy  weeks  from  the 
going  forth  of  the  commandment  to  reftore  Jerufalem  ? 
Who  but  Jesus  Christ  was  cut  off  not  for  himfelf, 
but  for  the  tranfgreffions  of  his  people  ?  Who,  Jesus 
<of  Nazareth  excepted,  hath  by  the  one  offering  of 
himfelf  perfedled  forever  them  that  are  fandtified,  and 
put  an  end  to  all  oblation  and  facrifice  ? 

In  Haggai  we  have  another  remarkable  predidHon 
of  the  time  of  the  Messiah’s  coming.  For  thus  faith 

*  Ifaiah  liii.  5.  f  John  xix.  30.  t  Matth.  xxvii.  5 ** 
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the  LORD  of  Hofis  y  Yet  once  it  isa little  while ,  and  1  wilt 
jhake  thi  heavens ,  and  the  earthy  andthefea ,  a?id  the  dry 
land  :  And  will ) hahe  all  nations ,  and  the  defire  of  all  na¬ 
tions  fall  come  :  and  I  will  fill  this  houfe  with  my  glory 
faith  the  Lord  of  Hofis.  The  glory  of  this  latter  houfe 
fisall  be  greater  than  of  the formery  faith  theLoRD  of  Hofis  : 
and  in  this  place  will  1  give  peace ,  faith  the  LORD  of 
Hofis .  Hagg  ai  ii.  6,  7,  8,  9. 

In  lefs  than  two  hundred  years  from  the  uttering  of 
this  prophecy,  God  began  the  fhakings  here  predided 
by  the  victories  of  Alexander,  the  rough  goat.  About 
one  hundred  eighty-live  or  eighty-lix  years  after  the 
predi&ion  was  delivered,  he  defeated  the  Grecian  ar¬ 
my  at  Granicus,j|  and  the  fame  year  Darius  himfelf, 
at  Ifus  ;  and  in  about  five  years  the  Perfian  empire 
was  broken^  to  pieces,  and  the  Grecian  monarchy  com¬ 
menced.  The  Tons  of  Alexander  were,  foon  after 
his  death,  aH  murdered,  one  after  another,  and  the 
Grecian  empire  was  divided  between  his  four  great 
captains.  From  this  time  there  was  a  continual  fha~ 
king  and  dafhing  in  pieces  the  nations,  until  the  Gre¬ 
cian  empire  was  broken,  and  fucceeded  by  the  Roman, 
or  fourth  monarchy.  This  was  conilantiy  {baking  and 
laying  wafte  the  nations  until  the  reign  of  Auguitus, 
when  mankind  feemed  admirably  to  forget  their  former 
ammofities,  and  peace  with  her  olive  branch,  hufhed 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth  in  harmony  and  quietnefs. 

_And  now,  at  this  aufpicious  era,  Christ,  the 
desire  OF  ALL  nations,  came  to  his  temple,  and  it 
was  filled  with  the  unrivalled  glories  of  this  greater 
than  Solomon.  Here  he  gave  the  noblefl  peace  to  the 
fou  s  of  men,  and  gathered  thoufands  to  his  name  in 
one  day,  and  even  by  one  fermon.  Thus  the  p'orv 
of  this  latter  houfe  was  greater  than  that  of  the  for- 
mer.  In  this  view  the  prediaion  of  Haggai  had  a 

•  (I  Tills^ehat  wasMay  20,  in  the  year  of  the  world  ->671, and 
m  Novemherfohowing  he  defeated  Darius  himfelf.  'oa.rft 

Ballon.  74’  16  agam  defeated  Darius»  at  Arbeila  and  took 
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perfe£f  completion,  as  to  the  time  of  Christ’s  mani- 
fellation  in  the  flefh. 

It  fliall  only  be  further  obferved  under  this  head, 
that  Daniel,  in  his  interpretation  of  the  dream  of  Neb¬ 
uchadnezzar,  fixes  the  coming  of  the  Messiah  in  the 
time  of  the  fourth  monarchy.  Then  he  predi&ed, 
that  a  hone  fhould  be  cutout  of  the  mountain  without 
hands  which  fhould  break  in  pieces  all  other  kingdoms, 
and  God  fhould  fet  up  a  kingdom  which  fhould  con¬ 
tinue  forever,  ^f 

At  this  very  period  Christ  came,  when  the  Ro¬ 
man  empire  was  in  its  full  glory,  and  fet  up  his  king¬ 
dom  upon  earth.  Thus  in  all  thefe  prophecies  refpec- 
ting  the  time  of  Christ’s  coming,  it  is  very  obferv- 
able,  that  there  is  a  mod  pevfedf  harmony,  though 
they  were  fpoken  by  different  men,  upon  very  differ¬ 
ent  occafions,  in  ages  far  disjoined  from  each  other, 
and  in  fuch  circumftances  as  that  the  fpeakers  of  them 
could  have  no  communication  one  with  another. 

Another  circumftance  deferves  particular  notice 
in  this  place,  that  about  this  time  in  which  thefe  not¬ 
able  prophecies  fixed  the  advent  of  the  Saviour.,  the 
Jews  every  where  expended  the  coming  of  their  prince. 
They  every  where  fecmed  to  lift  up  their  heads  with 
gladnefs,  as  though,  in  the  fourth  monarchy,  they 
faw  the  dawnings  of  their  redemption. 

Both  divines  and  hiftorians  give  us  full  evidence 
that  there  was  at  that  time,  not  only  among  the  Jews 
but  among  other  nations,  a  general  expedition  of  the 
appearance  of  fome  extraordinary  prince  among  man¬ 
kind. # 

Herod’s  maffacre  of  the  children  of  Bethlehem, 
and  the  appearances  of  one  and  another  with  pretences 
that  they  were  the  Messiah,  afford  clear  evidence 
that  this  was  the  cafe.  Had  there  been  no  fuch  ex- 
negation,  Herod  would  not  have  been  alarmed  with 
the  fears  of  iofing  his  kingdom  by  an  obfcure  babe, 

Dan.  ii.  31,  46.  .  ,  ,  r  r 

*  See  the  bifliop  of  Litchfield’s  ard  Coventry's  defence  of 
Chriftianity.  Jofcphus,  Tacitus,  and  Suetonius  evince  this- tact. 
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born  at  Bethlehem.  Falfe  Chrifts  would  not  have 
tnade  their  appearance,  at  this  time,  had  there  not 
been  an  expectation  of  the  coming  of  the  fonof  God* 
This  general  expectation  could  arife  from  thefe  pre¬ 
dictions  only.  This  therefore  affords  additional  evi« 
dence  of  their  antiquity  arid  that  Jesus  is  indeed  the 
Ch  rist.  •.  AVe  proceed 

II.  To  a  view  of  the  predictions  which  are  defcrip*» 
live  of  his  perfonal  character,  and  relate  to  various 
circumflances  of  his  life  and  death. 

The  firft  text  which  I  fhail  notice,  as  characterizing 
the  Saviour,  is  that  peculiarly  deferiptive  prophecy 
of  Mofes,  Lhe  LORD  thy  God  mill  raife  up  unto  thee  a 
prophet  from  the  midf  of  thee ,  of  thy  brethren ,  like  unto 
me  >  unto  him  ye  fhail  hearken That  this  prophecy 
Veipected  the  Christ,  is  evident  from  the  repeated 
applications  of  it  to  him  in  the  New  Teftament.J  It 
imports,  that  Jesus  Christ  fhould  be  an  Ifraelite  from 
tiie  mid  ft  of  his  brethren,  and  that  in  his  offices  and 
character  he  would,  in  an  eminent  manner,  be  like 

Mofes.  This  was  mod  remarkably  the  cafe  with  one 
Christ. 


Was  Mofes  king  in  Jefurun  ?  So  was  Jesus  Christ 
upon  his  holy  hill  of  Zion.  This  was  the  declaration 
of  the  angel  to  the  virgin  mother,  He  Jhall  be  great$ 
and  be  called  the  fori  of  the  highejl ;  and  the  Lord 
God  fhail  give  unto  him  the  throne  of  his  father  David , 
and  he  Jhah  reign  over  the  houfe  of  facob  forever ,  and 
of  his  kingdom  there  pull  be  no  end  II  Was  Mofes  an 
eminent  prophet  ?  So  was  JesusChrisT.  He  was  the 
fun  of  rigkteoufnefs,  and  light  of  the  world. §  No 
man  in  heaven  or  earth  prevailed  to  open  the  fealed 
book  of  the  Father’s  counfels,  and  reveal  them  to 
men,  but  the  Lamb  who  was  flain.*  Was  Mofes  a 
prophet  who  had  intimate  communion  with  God? 
Whom  the  Lord  knew  face  to  face  ?  In  this  refpe& 
who  was  ever  fo  iike  him  as  Jesus  of  Nazareth  ?  He 


f  Deut.  xviii.  15.  J  Afts  iii.  22,  23,  and  chapter  vii.  37, 

|  £uke  u*  3i,  33.  $  Malaehi  iv.  a.  John  i.  4, 

Key.  v.  3,  4,  5, 
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was  as  one  brought  up,  from  everlafting  with  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  rejoicing  always  before  him.')*  lie  had  the 
moil  perfect  knowledge  of  his  whole  will.  Hence  it 
is  written,  No  man  hath  feen  God  at  any  timey  the  only 
begotten  Son>  •which  is  in  the  bofom  of  the  FATHER ,  he 
hath  declared  him4  Was  Mofes  a  prieft  and  intercef- 
for,  a  Mediator  and  interceffor  between  God  and  his 
people  ?  Is  not  JESUS  Christ  the  one  Mediator  be¬ 
tween  God  and  men  Hoes  he  not  live  lorever  making 
inter cejjion  for  us  P§  Wds  Mofes  a  lawgiver,  and  au¬ 
thor  of  a  glorious  difpenfation  ?  Is  not  Jesus  Christ 
the  author  of  one  which  far  exceeds  it  in  glory  ?  Did 
•Mofes  confirm  his  million  by  an  aftonifhing  feries  of 
miracles,  which  he  wrought  in  Egypt,  at  the  red  fea, 
and  in  the  wildernefs  ?  Was  not  Jefus  Chrift  a 
tnan  approved  by  GODy  by  miracles  and  wonders  andfgnSy 
which  God  did  by  him  in  the  midf  of  the  people  Hid 
not  he  the  works  which  no  other  man  ever  did  ?  Did 
Mofes  deliver  his  people  from  oondage  ?  Does  not 
Christ  make  his  free  indeed  ?#  Mofes  fed  the  Ifrael- 
ites  miraculoudy  in  the  wildernefs,  and  Jesus  Christ, 
in  a  miraculous  manner,  repeatedly  fed  thoufancis  in 
the  defarts  of  -Judea.  Did  Mofes  lead  Ifrael  through 
the  fea,  and  through  the  wildernefs  to  the  borciers  of 
Canaan  ?  And  did  not  Christ  fay  to  the  ftormy  wind 
and  rolling  feas,  Peace  be  f  illy  and  caule  a  great  calm  ? 
Does  he  not  condu£l  his  people  through  the  wilder¬ 
nefs  of  this  world,  and  put  them  in  everlafting  poflef- 
fion  of  the  heavenly  Canaan  ?  Was  Mofes  faithful  as 
a  fervant  in  the  houfe  of  God  ?  "Was  not  Jesus  faith¬ 
ful  as  a  fon  over  his  own  houfe.ff  Did  Mofes  con¬ 
firm  the  covenant  between  God  and  his  people  by  the 
fhed ding  and  fprinkling  of  blood  ?  And  has  not 
Christ  fealed  the  new  covenant  with  his  own  blood, 

and  by  it  cleanfed  them  from  all  fin  .  . 

Thus  was  Jesus  Christ  like  Mofes,  in  all  theie 
important  parts  of  his  charadler  !  In  him,  and  in  him 


f  Prov.  vm.  23,  30. 
§  II  eb.  vii.  25. 

J f  Heb.  iii.  2,  6. 


t  John  i.  18.  ]|  1  Tim.  11.  5* 

f  Adis  ii.  22.  *  Joha  vm. 

tt  1  John  1.  7. 
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only,  has  this  notable  predidion  had  a  moft  accurate 
completion.  From  the  foundation  of  the  world  unto 
*.  1  *.c  PreiCnt  time,  who  has  appeared  among  men 
with  all  thefe  likeneffes  of  Mofes  l  Is  not  this  there- 
-°re  that  prophet  who  was  to  come  into  the  world  ? 

xjut  to  proceed,  the  fcriptures  defcribe  the  Messi¬ 
ah  as  David  s  fon  and  Lord.*  As  a  child  born,  and 
yet,  the  mighty  God,  the  everlafting  Father,  the 
PRINCE  of  peace.-)-  He  is  characterized  as  the  fon  of 
#  virgin, t  born  in  Bethlehem, ||  as  coming  to  Zion 

T  *  r,tS  Up°n  a"  a-fs'  and  uP°n  “  cdt  the  foal 
cf  an  afs .$  How  exadly  do  all  thefe  characters  apply 

to  tha  wonderful  perfon,  Jesus  Christ  ?  He  is  The 
WlfD’  Wh°  X^Tde  God  manifejl  in  the 

ifra'  a m  IT  T  °f  ^  the  ^  of 

Abraham,  the  Son  and  Lord  of  David,  and  in  every 
other  refpect  juft  what  thefe  fcriptures  declared  th- 
Messiah  thould  be  ?  Of  this  the  New  Teftament  af¬ 
fords  us  the  moft  ample  teftimony. 

The  Messiah  is  further  characterized  as  one  au-aintr 
whom  the  Heathen  Jlsould  rage,  the  kings  0f  the  ' Tl 

fet  themf elves ,  and  the  rulers  lake  com, fel  together M  as  a 

reLicd  If  'men  7qTwted  wit,h  8ruf>  as  defpifed  and 
•/.  fj  r  ’  TlS  °eanng  the  -fins  of  many  and  making 
intci  leffion  for  the  tranf'jre/Tors  •  as  mslTno  7'  ^ 

-4/vT“  «« s  ste/isx 

/  J  aS  0ne  W10^e  garments  his  enemies  fhould 

££  £  TSgt&sp 

I:i,r  f 

iHE  oharaaer  given  of  the  Messiah  in  thefe  vari 
»sp„d,a,o„,.  s  imleetl  »e,7 
f»l-  ..  agrees  rmh  ,he  charafle,  if  „„  othst  pcrf“ 

&  1  _  i .  *  * 


I S  t  S  “•  *  . . .  .a. 

1  Tim.  m.  16.  ff  p&In,  ii.  £  *.  j/liaLh  lift  ^ 

ff  TTa  m  xxu-  l6»  and  Pfalm  Ixix.  if 
H  I  Mm  xxii.  18.  ff  Pfailn  xvi<  Io;- 
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who  ever  appeared  in  cur  world  but  with  that  of  Je¬ 
sus  Christ.  Yet  that  ail  thefe  predictions  were  ac¬ 
curately  and  minutely  accomplifhed  in  Him,  tne 
New  Teftament  affords  us  the  moft  ample  aflurance. 
Who  but  Jesus  Christ  ever  died,  or  even  pretended 
to  die,  to  make  reconciliation  for  iniquity  and  to  bring 
in  everlafting  righteoufnefs  ?  Who  ever  merited  fo 
well  of  his  countrymen,  and  yet  was  fo  hated  and  re- 
iefted  of  men,  as  was  Jesus  Christ  ?  Who  but 
Christ  was  ever  laid  among  the  dead,  an  yet  aw 
no  corruption  ?  Who  can  be  fo  blind  as  not  to  fee  in 
him  the  charades  of  the  Saviour  of  the  world 
I  shall,  in  this  place,  juft  notice  another  kind  o 
predidions  of  the  charader  and  work  of  the  Messi¬ 
ah,  equally  accomplifhed  in  Jesus  Christ  ;  that  is, 
all  the  types  of  him  ;  the  manna  which  fell,  and  the 
ferpent  which Mofes lifted  up  upon  the  pole, in  the  wil- 
dernefs  ;  the  paffover  and  the  lamb,  a  bone  of  which 
was  not  to  be  broken  j  the  day  of  atonement, .  t  le 
fcape  goat,  the  lamb  for  a  peace  offering  with ail  the 
facrifices,  which,  for  fo  many  ages,  bled  and  fmoked 
upon  the  Jewifh  altars  :  Nay,  the  facrifices  of  Abet, 
Noah,  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  and  otner  good 
men,  from  the  fall  of  man  until  the  incarnation 
and  paffion  of  the  Son  of  God.  To  thefe  we  may 
add  the  high  prieft,  the  altar,  the  tabernacle,  and  tem¬ 
ple,  the  entrance  of  the  Jewifit  high  pried  annually 
into  the  holy  place,  and  aimed  all  the  inftitut.ons  of 
the  ceremonial  law.  Thefe  all  harmomoufly  preached 
Christ  as  a  differing  and  atoning  Saviour.  Is  not 
he  our  paffover  facrificed  for  us  ?  rh«  LA“B  of  God 
who  taketh  away  the  fin  of  the  world  .  A  lamb  01 
whom  a  bone  was  not  broken  ?  Was  not  he  Mtedup 
that  whotoever  believeth  on  him  might  not  penjh,  but  bai 
everlajling  life  ?  Were  not  both  the  moral  and  cere¬ 
monial  laws,  even  to  a  tittle,  accompliffied  in  him 
Indeed  in  him  was  accomplifhed  every  thing  figmfied 

grow  upon  us  while  we  contemplate^ 
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III.  His  own  predi£tions  and  their  accomplifhment. 
He  foretold  the  manner  of  his  death  ;  that  one  of  his 
difciples  fhould  betray  him  unto  the  chief  priefts  and 
fcribes  ;  that  they  fhould  condemn  him  to  death,  and 
deliver  him  to  the  Gentiles  to  mock  and  to  fcourge 
and  to  crucify  ;*  that  Jerufalem  fhould  be  compared 
with  armies,  deftroyed  and  trodden  down  of  the 
Gentiles  ;  that  the  Jewifh  temple  fliould  be  fo  entirely 
demolifhed,  that  one  ftone  fhould  not  be  left  upon 
another  ;  and  that  then  there  fhould  be  great  tribula¬ 
tion,  fuch  as  had  not  been  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world  unto  that  time.  He  alfo  predicted,  that  before 
this  deftru£tion  of  the  Jewifh  church  and  polity,  there 
fliould  be  famines,  and  peftilence,  and  earthquakes  in 
divers  places  ;  and  that  there  fliould  arife  falfe  Chrifts 
and  falfe  prophets,  and  fliould  {hew  great  figns  and 
wonders. f  He  alfo  premonifhed  his  difciples,  that 
they  fhould  hear  of  wars  and  commotions,  and  that 
there  fhould  be  fearful  fights  and  great  figns  from 
lie  a  ven  4  The  New  Teftament,  Jofephus,  and  other 
hiftorians  give  us  full  evidence  of  the  mod  punctual 
accomplifhment  of  thefe  predi&ions.|| 

*  Matth.  xx.  iS,  I9.  +  Matth.  xxiv.  a,  h  ai,  %A. 

t  Luke  xxi.  8,  9,  i0,  11. 

II  Jofephus  gives  a  very  large  account  of -the  wars  and  ru- 

pVtAlrf/  hY  ^’Sav-iour,  and  of  the  arifing 
c.  fade  Chrifts  and  falfe  prophets  befoie  the  definition  of  Je- 
J  Uja  em  ;  ana  he  fays.  There  were  many  prophets  who  taught 

}eJe Knn l\nj°  rif  aft’  t0  expf ' deliverance.  Wars  of  the 
w7rpVB<  kiV1--  chaP-  30.  Hiftorians  alio  relate  that  there 
reian  n/r^f  abpuf  this  time,  particularly  two  in  the 

:g";  S  iUnms  .  J^€P]%S  re]ates  that  in  one  of  thefe 

YYyrLnaeftlr  died  W1\h  hun£er*  See  hi*  antiquities,  Book 
1  xr  P*  V  Gl0tms  reiates,  that  in  the  reigns  of  Claudius 
rht^T’  taer^  we[,e  earthquakes  at  Crete,  Smyrna,  Miletus, 

’rial ^aodl^ea»  Hierapolis,  and  ColofTe.  Jofephus 
fait..,  that  in  Judea,  there  were  vehement  winds  dreadful  thun- 
srienngs  and  lightnings  and  vaft  roarings  of  the  cruakino  earth 
of  the  Jews,  Book  IV.  Chap.  x7f  A ruong  the  prodi*  es 
.which  preceded  the  deftruftion  of  Jerufalem  he  relates,  fhft  a 

T|€C1  L°  r1  angi°-V  the  CitV>  or  a  comet  pointing  down 
up|m  U .  That  before  the  fun  went  down  there  were  feen,  in  thf 

clouds,  armies  m  battle  array,  and  chariots  encompaiW  the 

country  and  mvefting  their  cities  ;  That  the  great  gate  of  the 
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IV.  Our  Saviour’s  predictions  of  his  refurre&ion, 
the  particular  time  of  it,  and  its  confequences,  with 
their  accomplifhment  afford  plenary  evidence  that  he 
was  indeed  the  Christ,  and  that  the  fcriptures  con¬ 
tain  a  divine  revelation. 

His  predictions  concerning  thefe  are  very  remarka¬ 
ble  and  merit  a  particular  confideration.  No  impoftor 
would  have  rifked  the  truth  of  his  character  and  doc¬ 
trine  upon  an  event  like  this,  and  have  particularly  ap¬ 
pointed  the  time  for  this  great  event.  This  was  giv¬ 
ing  every  advantage  to  his  enemies  againfl  him,  had 
he  not  been  the  Messiah  ;  and  had  he  not  arifen  at 
the  appointed  time.  Yet  he  repeatedly  foretold  his 
Tefurredtion^  and  that  it  fhould  be  on  the  third  day. 
He  had  alfo  affured  his  difciples,  that  in  confequence 
of  his  refurre:£tion  and  afcenfion  to  his  Father,  they 
fhould  receive  the  Holy  Ghofl,  and  fpeak  with  new 
tongues  :  and  that,  as  they  would  be  hated,  perfect¬ 
ed,  and  be  brought  before  kings  and  rulers  for  his 
name's  fake,  he  would  give  them  a  mouth  and  wifdom 
which  all  their  adverfaries  fhould  not  be  able  to  gain- 
fay,  nor  refill. §  Hepremonifhed  them, that  perfecution 
would  be  carried  to  fuch  lengths,  that  fome  of  them 
fhould  be  put  to  death,  yet  that  his  gofpel  fhould  have 
a  fpeedy  and  wonderful  fpread  ;  fo  that  even  before 
the  deftrutflion  of  Jerufalem,  it  fhould  be  preached  to 
the  whole  world,  or  to  the  various  parts  of  the  Roman 
empire. *  Thefe  predictions  were  all  punctually  ac- 

temple,  which  twenty  men  could  fcarcely  {hut,  and  which  was 
made  fail  with  bolts  and  bars,  was  feen  to  open  of  its  own  ac¬ 
cord  ;  and  that,  at  the  ninth  hour  of  the  night,  at  the  feaft  of 
unleavened  bread,  as  great  a  light  fhone  upon  the  temple  and 
the  altar  as  if  it  had  been  noon  day.  He  alfo  reports,  that,  at 
the  feaft  of  Pentecoft,  the  priefts  in  the  temple,  at  midnight, 
firfl  heard  a  kind  of  noife  as  of  a  moving  from  that  .place,  and 
then  heard  a  voice  faying,  L.ct  us  gQ  hence .  Tacitus  relates 
the  fame  things  for  fubflance.  Jofephus  further  narrates,  that 
one  Jefus,  four  years  before  the  war  commenced,  at  the  feaft: 
of  tabernacles,  began  to  cry,  a  voice  againfl  Jerufalem,  the 
temple  and  all  the  people,  Wo,  wo  to  them  ;  and  that  he  con¬ 
tinued  thiscry  about  feven  years.  Wars  of  the  Jews,  Book  VII, 

§  Luke  xxi.  12,  14.  *  Matth.  xxiv.  9, 14*  Mark  xiti.  10. 


complifhed.  On  the  third  day  he  rofe  again.  This 
was  a  glorious  alteration  of  his  Mefliahfhip.  Had  he 
been  an  impoflor,  God  would  neither  have  raifed  him, 
nor  could  he  have  raifed  himfelf.  The  apoftle  there¬ 
fore,  in fi ff s  on  this,  as  an  infallible  evidence,  that  he 
was  the  fon  or  God.  Rom.  i.  4.  Declared  to  be  the 
Son  of  God  with  power  y  according  to  the  Spirit  of  holinefs , 
by  toe  refur  re  Elion  from  the  dead .  His  refurre&ion  is 
witneiTed  by  all  the  evarigelifts,  by  the  united  tefti- 
niony  of  his  twelve  apoftles,  and  by  the  declarations 
of  the  apoftle  Paul.  The  million  of  the  holy  Ghoft 
on  the  day  of  Pentecoft,  with  fuch  miraculous  and 
faving  power  ;  the  apoftles  inftantly  fpeaking  thirteen 
different  languages  which  they  had  never  learned  ;  the 
fuccels  of  the  gofpel  in  the  converfion  of  three  thou- 
fand  by  one  fermon,  and  its  general  promulgation 
through  the  Roman  empire,  within  lefs  than  forty 
years,.  from  our  Saviour’s  paflion  \  the  apoftles  fpeak- 
sng  with  a  mouth  and  wifdom  which  could  not  be  re¬ 
filled,  were  further  evidences  of  his  refurredion,  as 
well  as  an  accomplifhment  of  his  predictions.  Had 
Jesus  been  an  impoflor,  his  caufe  would  have  died 
with  him.  His  promifes  never  could  have  been  ac- 
complifhed,  and  his  predi&ions  all  fulfilled.  His  dif- 
cripics  could  never  have  pofieffed  fuch  extraordinary 
powers,  and  performed  fuch  aftonifhing  works.  Jews 
and  Gentiles  would  not  have  been  converted  and  gath- 
ered  unto  him,  the  true  Shiloh,  as  they  have  been. 
With  what  affurance,  therefore,  may  we  receive  Tesus* 
as  the  Christ,  and  the  Chriftian  fyitem  as  divine  ? 

Let  us  now  apply  the  difcourfe. 

I.  The  accomplifhment  of  fuch  a  feries  of  proph- 

p r \r .  c's t  t  h p  pp v*4» am  1  1  n ...  _  1  n  1  .  ■* 


i6z  The  prophecies  fulfilled  m  Christ  Dis.  7, 

filling  of  the  prophecies  is  an  irrefragable  evidence  o£ 
the  divine  original  of  the  fcriptures.  It  ought  how¬ 
ever  to  be  here  further  remarked,  that  it  is  abfolutely 
impcllible,  that  any  other  being  but  God,  whofe  ua- 
derftanding  is  infinite,  and  government  univerfal, 
ihould  be  the  author  of  fuch  an  admirable  feries  of 
prophecy  delivered  a  thoufand,  or  many  hundred 
years  before  the  appearance  of  the  perfon  whom  they 
iefpe£ted,  and  before  the  events  which  they  predicted  ; 
and  of  fuch  a  fyftem  of  types,  ceremonies,  and  facrifi- 
ces,  all  to  be  accompliftied  in  one  perfon,  at  the  dis¬ 
tance  of  fifteen  hundred  years  from  their  mftitution. 
The  accomplifhment  of  thefe  prophecies  depended  on 
innumerable  great  events  which  none  but  God  could 
poflibiy  effeft,  on  the  rife  and  fall  of  numerous  na¬ 
tions  and  empires,  on  thoufands  of  family  connec¬ 
tions  and  circumftances,  on  millions  of  bkths  and 
deaths,  on  the  countlefs  free  volitions  and  actions  of 
individual  agents  in  heaven,  earth,  and  hell,  which 
nothing  but  an  infinite  mind  could  either  comprehend 
or  govern. 

The  firft  prediction  concerning  Christ,  that  he 
Ihould  be  the  seed  of  the  Woman  and  bruife  the 
ferpent’s  head  was  four  thoufand  yearsbeforehis  incarna¬ 
tion,  and  the  firft  facrifices  were  nearly  of  the  fame  date. 
The  prediction,  or  promife,  that  in  him  all  the  fami¬ 
lies  of  the  earth  Ihould  beblefied  was  more  than  eigh¬ 
teen  centuries  and  an  half,  and  that  refpeifting  the 
coming  of  Shiloh  when  the  fceptre  fhould  depart 
from  Judah  and  a  lawgiver  from  between  his  feet,  at 
leaft,  feventeen  hundred  years  before  the  events  took 
place.  The  inftitution  of  facrifices,  and  the  Jewifti 
ritual  by  Mofes  was  more  than  fifteen  hundred  years 
before  the  paflionof  our  Saviour.  The  predictions 
concerning  him  in  the  Pfalms  were,  at  leaft,  a  thou¬ 
fand,  and  thofe  in  Ifaiah  about  feven  hundred,  and 
thofe  \n  the  other  prophets,  even  the  lateft  four  and 
fiive  hundred  years  before  his  incarnation. 

Now  that  any  but  God  could  be  the  author  of  fuch 
a  regular  feries  of  prophecy,  carried  on  through  fc  ^ 
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many  ages,  fpoken  by  fo  many  different  perfons,  and 
the  accomplifhment  of  which  depended  on  an  almoft 
infinite  variety  of  human  volitions,  and  mod  hidden 
difpofitions  and  aCtions  of  individuals,  and  on  the  ac¬ 
complifhment  of  events  fo  improbable  to  all  human 
forefight,  in  many  indances  fo  minute,  and  in  others 
fo  great  and  aftonifhing,  is  mod  incredible,  is  abfo- 
lutely  impoffible.  That  fuch  a  fyflem  of  types,  facri- 
fices,  and  ceremonies  fhould  be  indituted,  at  fuch  a 
diflanceof  time  from  the  appearance  of  the  perfon 
whom  they  refpecled,  and  that  they  fhould  all  have 
an  accurate  fulfilment  in  Jesus  Christ,  mufl  be  a  di¬ 
vine  work.  I  am  perfuaded,  that  it  is  as  impoilible 
that  a  creature  fhould  have  effe&ed  it,  as  that  he  fhould 
have  created  the  world.  The  fcriptures  therefore  have 
the  dronged  fignatures  of  a  divine  original.  The 
New  Teft ament  efpecially,  and  the  Chriflian  fyflem 
mufl  be  true.  It  was  fpoken  by  him  in  whom  all  the 
law  and  the  prophets  have  been  fulfilled,  by  him  who 
is  the  Amen,  the  faithful  and  true  witnefs,  and  by 


men  taught  all  things  by  his  Spirit.  It  perfectly  har¬ 


monizes  with  the  Old,  has  been  confirmed  by  the  ac¬ 
complifhment  of  the  predictions  of  our  Saviour,  feal- 
ed  with  his  teftimony  and  blood,  and  with  the  tefti- 
mony,  miracles,  and  blood  of  his  apoflles. 

II.  Our  fubjefil  affords  matter  of  great  encourage¬ 
ment  and  joy  to  finners.  Since  Jesus  is  the  Christ, 
finners  may  be  pardoned  and  faved  from  the  wrath  to 
come.  Nay,  they  may  reign  in  life  by  JesusChrist  for 
ever  and  ever.  How  fhould  thefe  glad  tidings  fill  every 
heart  with  joy,  and  awaken  all  human  tongues  to 
pvaife  ?  With  v/hat  earneflnefs  and  thankfgiving  fhould 
finners  haften  to  embrace  their  Lord,  and  make  fure 
of  the  great  falvation  ?  O  let  all  the  ends  of  the  earth 
look  unto  him  and  be  faved. 

III.  How  full  of  awful  import  is  this  fubjeft  to  in¬ 
fidels,  and  all  unbelievers.  If  Jesus  be  the  Christ 
he  that  believeth  not  Jhall  be  damned.  He  is  condemned  al¬ 
ready.  He  JJoall  not  fee  life  ;  but  the  wrath  of  God  abi - 

doth  on  him.  Since  Jesus  is  the  Christ  all  judgment 
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is  commuted  to  him,  he  will  come  to  execute  iudtr 
ment  upon  all,  and  to  convince  all  that  are  ungodlv 
of  all  their  ungodly  deeds,  and  of  all  their  hard 
fpeeches  and  blafphemies,  which  ungodly  finners  have 
fpoken  or  written  againft  him.  Yes,  he  /hall  be  re- - 
waled  from  heaven,  -with  his  mighty  angels,  m  flammer 
fre,  taking  vengeance  on  them  that  know  not  God ,  and 
that  obey  not  the  gofpel of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ: 
who  Jhall  be  pumfhed  with  everlajling  defruBion  from  the 
prefence  of  the  Lord,  and  from  the-glory  of  his  power 
IV.  Is  Jesus  the  Christ,  how  ileffcd  L thofe 
who  believe  in  him  ?  And  how  fhould  they  rejoice  in 
t  leir  Redeemer,  and  render  all  obedience  and  glory 
tomm  ?  As  he  is  the  Christ,  they  have  redemption 
through  his  blood,  lie  will  raife  them  un  at  the  laft  day 
and  give  them  eternal  life.  All  the  great  and  precious 
promifes  made  to  them  and  the  church  fliall  be  accom- 
piifhed.  /non  fliall  triumph  and  become  a  praife  in 
all  the  earth.  With  what  fafety  may  the  faints  trtift 
and  not  be  afraid  ?  How  fiiould  they  rejoice  in  the 
2,0110  evermore  ?  How  fhould  his  love  conltrain  them  > 
"With  what  care  and  zeal  fiiould  they  obferve  all  things 
whatfoever  he  hath  commanded  them  ?  Did  the  hearts 
01  the  cufcipies  burn  within  tnem  while  he  opened  to 
them  the  fcriptures,  fhould  not  the  ardors  of  divine- 
love  rekindle  in  our  hearts,  while  he  is  exhibited  to  us, 
as  the  Lord  our  Righteousness,  ivitnefld  by  the  law 
and  the  prophets  ?  Should  not  we  labor  to  po'flefs  the 
feelings,  and  adopt  the  language  of  angels  and  fellow 
faints,  and  fing.  Glory  to  God  in  the  highefi  ?  Alleluia: 
for_  the  Lord  God  omnipotent  reigmth.  Let  us  be  glad  and 
rejoice,  and  give  honor  to  him.  Unto  him  that  loved  us 
and  wafted  us  from  our  jins  in  his  own  bloocl,  and  hath 
wade  us  kings  and priefs  unto  GOD  and  his  FATHER  :  to 
him  be  glory  and  dominion  forever  and  ever.  Am  Eli. 


,f  'if' 
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The  proof  of  Scripture  from  Miracles, 


acts  ii.  22,  and  Hebrews  ii.  4. 

Te  men  of  Ifrael,  hear  thefe  '-words  ;  JESUS  of  Naza¬ 
reth ,  a  man  approved  of  G'OD  among  you ,  by  miracles , 
and  wonders 9  and  fgns ,  which  God  did  by  him,  in 
the  midf  of  you ,  as  ye  yourfelves  alfo  know.  God  alfo 
bearing  them  witnefs ,  both  with  fgns ,  and  wonders , 
and  with  divers  miracles  and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghof9 
according  to  his  will . 


IN  the  preceding  difcourfes  I  have  been  exhibiting  a 
variety  of  evidence,  that  the  fcriptures  are  a  di¬ 
vine  revelation.  I  fhall  now  enter  upon  the  confidera- 
tion  of  a  different  kind  of  evidence,  which  has  not 
yet  been  particularly  difcuffed,  the  evidence  arifmg 
from  miracles.  Thefe  have  ever  been  confidered,  by 
Chriflians,  as  fo  many  infallible  atteflations  to  the  di¬ 
vinity  of  the  fcriptures.  They  have  not  only  been 
pleaded  by  Chriflians,  in  all  ages  of  the  church,  but 
Mofes,  Jesus  Christ,  and  his  apoflles  appealed  to 
them,  as  divine,  infallible  teflimonials  of  the  truth  of 
the  written  word.  Thefe  were  the  divine  credentials 
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I'^ofes  produced  in  the  prefence  of  his  brethren, 
and  of  Pharaoh,  by  God’s  exprefs  direflion,  to  evince 
that  his  mtffion  was  divine,  and  that  they  might  cer¬ 
tainly  know  and  believe,  that  the  God  of  Abraham, 
iiaac,  and  Jacob  had  appeared  to  and  fent  him.* 

Our  blefled  Lord  taught,  that  miracles  afforded 
fuch  demon  Arable  evidence  of  his  divine  miffion,  as 
would  render  all  men  inexcufable  who  ffiould  not  be- 
Jieveonhim.  But  I  have  greater  ivitnefs  than  that  cf 

j-n-u  ,  1 31  WOr^S  wh,ch  the  Father  hath  fent  me 
li  fimjh,  the  fame  works  that  I  do,  bear  witnefs  of  me, 

that  the  Fa  ther  hath  fent  me. t  The  averts  that  I  do 
in  my  rATHER's  name,  they  hear  witnejs  of  me.%  A- 
gain,  faith  he,  If  I  had  not.  done  among  them  the  works 
which  none  other  man  did,  they  had  not  had  fin ;  but 
now^  they  have  both  feen  and  hated  both  Me  and  my 
ATRER.%  I  he  words  imply,  that  the  evidence  from 
miracles,  that  Jesus  was  indeed  the  Christ  and  his 
religion  divine,  was  fo  clear,  that  nothing  but  mere 
hatred  of  God  and  the  Redeemer  prevented  the 
Jews  from  believing  on  him.  Christ  therefore  af¬ 
firms,  But  now  they  have  no  cloak  for  their ftn.\\  In  the 
te^t,  Christ  is  declared  to  be  a  man  approved  of 
God,  that  is  demcnftrably  witneffed  to  be  his  Son  the 
Messiah,  and  highly  approved  of  him,  by  miracles, 
rmd  wonders,  and  figns  which  he  did  by  him.  For 
the  truth  of  thefe  miracles,  the  apoflle  appeals  to  the 
people  as  things  which  they  molt  certainly  knew.  As 
ye  you rf elves  alfo  know.  In  the  other  part  of  the  text 
it  is  affirmed,  that  God  bore  the  apoftles  witnefs, 
with  figns  and  wonders ,  and  with  divers  miracles  and 
gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghof.  By  thefe  he  gave  the  ftrongeft 
atteilations  to  the  truth  of  the  do6lrines  which  they 
preached,  and  to  the  divinity  of  the  Chriftian  fyflern, 
ahe  apoflle  therefore  aggravates  the  guilt,  and  infers 
iIk.  certain  deflrtuffion  of  unbelievers  in  the  text  and 
context,  taken  in  their  conneaed  view.  How  fall 
we  cf  ape  if  we  negledl  fo  great  falvationy  which  began  to 

*  F.xodus  iv.  i,  to  the  io.  f  John  v.  36.  J  Chap.  x.  25. 
y  (  hap.  xv.  24-  ||  Verfe  22  of  the  afore  quoted  chapter. 
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be  fpohn  unto  us  by  the  LORD,  and  was  confirmed  unto 
us,  by  them  that  heard  him  ?  GOD  a/fo  bearing  them  wit- 
nejs  with  figns ,  & c . 

In  this  view  of  the  text,  and  the  parallel  paffages 
which  have  been  quoted,  this  general  remark,  in  a 
clear  and  ilrong  point  of  light,  prefents  itfeif  to  our 
confideration,  viz. 

That  the  miracles  wrought  by  the  prophets,  our 
bleffed  Lord,  and  his  apollles  were  divine,  infallible 
atteftations  of  the  truth  of  the  fcriptures,  and  of  the 
Chriftian  religion.  For  the  illuftration  of  this  obfer- 
vation  it  is  propofed, 

I.  To  explain  my  idea  of  a  miracle,  as  it  will  be 
ufed  in  this  difcourfe. 

II.  To  prove  that  the  prophets,  our  bleffed  Lord3 
and  his  apollles  did  really  work  a  great  variety  of  mir¬ 
acles,  taking  the  word  in  the  moll  Uriel  and  impor¬ 
tant  fenfe. 

III.  That  thefe  miracles  were  divine,  infallible  at¬ 
teftations  of  the  truth  of  the  fcriptures,  and  of  the 
Chriftian  religion. 

I.  I  am  to  explain  my  idea  of  a  miracle,  as  it  will 
be  ufed  in  this  difcouife. 

Miracles  nre  extraordinary  events,  produced  by 
fupernatural,  omnipotent  energy,  entirely  againft,  or 
above  the  laws  of  nature  ;  or  they  are  extraordinary 
events  which  it  is  the  province  of  God  only  to  effe£L 
They  are  extraordinary  events,  becaufe  they  are  con¬ 
trary  to,  or  above  every  thing  which  comes  to  pafs  in 
the  ordinary  courfe  of  nature.  This  only  makes  them 
miraculous.  The  divine  power  is  no  lefs  confpicuous 
in  the  common  courfe  of  events,  in  the  riling  and  fit¬ 
ting  of  the  fun,  and  in  the  waxing  and  waning  of  the 
moon,  than  in  thefe  ;  but  as  they  are  fixed  and  com¬ 
mon,  there  is  nothing  miraculous  in  them.  They  are 
produced  by  a  fupernatural,  omnipotent  energy,  as 
they  are  contrary  to  all  the  laws  of  nature,  or  entirely 
above  them.  They  are  beyond  the  reach  of  all  finite 
power.  It  is  the  province  of  God  only  to  effect  them** 
as  they  are  above  all  the  powers  of  magnetifm,  elec- 
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art? y  wwns’  al-  Philof°Phical.  magic,  or  human 

and  JS hat  Ter  15  "0t  above  al)  therc  ^  no  miracle 
and  will  not  be  confidered  as  anv  atteftafion  r  ’ 

»f  "■«  of  divine  ,«“U“  b",  th 

extraordinary,  fupernatural  events  as  Gob  only  can  rf 

*o’h“d  aSfWTerC  eff^ed  to  prove  the  miffion  of  the 
P,  P,  ,  ’  °f.  J^sus  Christ,  and  his  apoftles,  will  be 
aS  infallible  atteftations  of  their  divine 

■ffion  and  of  the  truth  of  the  Chriltian  religion. 
™NG  made  thefe  obtervations,  I  proceed 

and  his  lPr{  r!3t  ^  ProPhets»  our  bleffed  Lord, 
aclM  f  £  ft  ld,d  ICa  7  worka  great  variety  of  mir- 

tarn  fenfe!^  ^  W°  *“  the  molt  ftrid  and  impor- 

,f  f?ID  n®t  Moles  exhibit  fupernatural  works  in  E^ypt, 

bear  h-  in  the  wild«ncls  ?  Did  not  God 

bear  him  witnefs  by  works  which  it  was  his  foie  pro- 

for  a  day  or  a  year  only,  but  du- 
Jfl  ,  °*  f°ny  years,  in  the  wildernefs  ?  Did 

not  toe  other  prophets  miraculoufly  preferve  life  and 

“S  S'  d“d'’  h“>  i«  feprofy.t  ihoufaads 

■With  b.indnefs4  caufe  fire  to  come  down  from  heaven, 

r?r vn?ifnt  7  ddtr°yAtheir  enemies.il  confume  the  fac- 
f  >  tbe  altar,  the  ftones,  the  very  dull  and  water,  at 
mount  Carmel  ?j  Did  not  God  bear  witnefs  for  them 

them U  o"S  u  6  m,0UfhS  °J.  hunSry  ,ions^  ^  caufing 
them  to  walk  unharmed  in  the  midft  of  a  furnace! 

burning  with  fever,  fold  heat,**  and  by  various  other 
fupernatural  works  ? 

With  relpeft  to  Jesos  Christ,  it  is  affirmed, 

;  .  ?as  a  }Xn  aPProved  °f  God,  among  the  Jews, 

by  "‘facies,  and  wonders  andjigns  which  God  did  by  him 

7‘1  m  T^,  °f  t,kem’  as  they  themfeI™s  alfo  knew.  He 
wa  ked,  like  the  God  of  nature,  upon  the  lea,  and 

maue  all  the  elements  obey  him.  At  bis  word  the 

ltormy  wind  ceafed  from  its  tumultuous  roar,  and  the 

rolling  fe as  were  ft, 11.  This  was  the  peculiar  work  of 

t  V’ch*  anf‘  2  Kings  iv'  ?’1’  W  t  Chapfv. 

i  n  '  P’  VI'  I°‘  "  ClltP-  '■  IO>  rl>  I2-  §  i  Kings  xviii.  s8. 

**  Oao.  yi.  ti,  *».  **  -Chap.  iii.  3 
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God.  Job  ix.  8.  Which  alone  fpreadeth  out  the  heav - 
w,  and  treadeth  upon  the  waver  of  the  fca.  Ffalm 
cvii.  29,  and  cxlviii.  8.  He  maketh  the  Jl or m  a  calm ,  fo 
that  the  waves  thereoj  are  fill.  Stormy  wind  fulfilling 
his  word.  He  healed  all  manner  of  difeafes.  The 
moR  obftinate  and  incurable,  and  fuch  as  had  been 
of  long  continuance,  inftantly  departed  at  his  bidding. 
The  eyes  of  the  blind  were  opened,  the  ears  of  the 
deaf  unRopped,  and  the  tongues  of  the  dumb  loofed 
3t  his  command.  Fhofe  who.,  for  a  long  courfe  of 
years,  had  been  bowed  together,  and  could  not  lift 
up  themfelves,  with  fuch  as  had  their  limbs  withered* 
were  immediately  healed.  Thefe  were  all  divine 
works,  which  God  challenges  as  his  peculiar  work. 
Who  healeth  all  thy  difeafes .*  The  Lord  openeth  the 

eyes  of  the  blind  :  the  Lord  raifeih  them  that  are  bowed 
down.f 

How  often,  and  in  what  various  circumftances,  did 
he  raife  the  dead  ?  To  the  aftonifhment  and  joy  of  the 
parents  and  fpetlators,  he  awakened  the  dead  daughter 
ot  Jairus.J  When  he  faw  the  affixed  condition  o£ 
tne  widow  of  Nain,  following  her  only  fon  to  the 
grave,  he  flopped  the  mournful  train,  and  reftored 
mm,  111  perfect  health,  to  his  mother. |j  By  the  fame 
divine  power  lie  called  Lazarus  from  the  grave.  And 

rnat  which  was  the  greateft  of  all  miracles,  was  his 
raifing  himfelf  on  the  third  day. 

Lo  the  apo files  God  bore  witnefs  with  divers  mira- 
cles  and^ gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  They  healed  the 

Henrapndi l  °“f  38  their  Lord  had  done. 

Hence  ,t  is  written,  And  by  the  hands  of  the  ahoftles 

/  many  ftgns  and  wonders  -wrought  among  the  people . 

TTTt  ^  lrou&h*  firth  the  fick  into  the  ftdets. 
and  laid  them  on  beds  and  couches ,  that  at  leaf  the  'jhado-u, 

ofPttet  puffing  by  might  overjhado-w  feme  of  them  _ 

Taere  came  alfo  a  multitude  out  of  the  cities  round  about 

unto  Jerufalem,  bringing  fick  folks ,  and  them  -which  -were 

t  Mark  ^  3'  +  Pla,m  cxlvi.  8. 

'  Mark  v‘  4I»  4,<  11  Luke  vii.  13,  14,  is. 
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vexed  with  unclean  fpirits  :  and  they  were  healed  every 
•ne*  Thefe  miracles  they  wrought  not  only  in  great 
numbers  at  Jerufalem,  but  in  all  other  places  where 
they  preached  the  gofpel.  The  evangelift  Mark  tefti- 
fieSj  Phey  went  forth  and  preached  every  where ,  the 
LORD  working  with  them  and  confirming  the  word  w  th 
ftgns  following^  The  apoftle  Paul  not  only  healed  the 
Tick  and  lame,  and  caft  out  devils,  but/  raifed  the 
dead.  And  God  wrought  fpecial  miracles  by  the  hands 
of  Paul  :  fo  that  from  his  body  were  brought  unto  the  fck 
handkerchiefs ,  or  aprons ,  aud  the  difeafes  departed  from 
them>  and  the  evil  fpirits  went  out  of  themf  When 
Eutychus  was  taken  up  dead,  Paul  embraced  him  and 
reftored  him  to  life.||  Peter,  in  like  manner,  raifed 
Dorcas  to  life  after  the  had  been  fome  time  dead.§ 
Further,  God  granted  unto  the  apoftles  a  great 
variety  of  fupernatural  gifts,  enabling  them  inftantly 
to  fpeak  all  manner  of  tongues,  to  interpret  ftrange 
languages,  to  foretel  future  events,  and  underhand 
the  molt  profound  mylteries.  Christ,  juft  before 
his  afcenfion,  promifed  to  enrich  them  with  thefe  mi¬ 
raculous  powers.  And  thefe  fgns  floall  follow  them 
that  believe  ;  In  my  name  hall  they  caf  out  devil >,  they 
Jhall  fpeak  with  new  tongues ,  they  Jhall  take  up  ferpents> 
and  if  they  drink  any  deadly  things  it  /hall  not  hurt  them> 
they  Jhall  lay  hands  on  the  fck  and  they  fall  recover .fl 
Having  made  thefe  promifes  unto  them,  he,  the  next 
Lord’s  day  after  his  afcenfion,  fhed  down  all  thefe 
gifts  upon  them.**  Nay,  he  gave  them  a  power  of 
giving  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  communicating  the  fame 
miraculous  gifts  unto  others.  Thus  did  the  apoftle 
Paul  to  believers  at  Ephefus.  And  when  Paul  had  laid 
his  hands  upon  them ,  the  Holy  GHOST  came  on  them  / 
and  they  fpake  with  tongues  and  prophefted.\\  Peter  and 
John  communicated  the  fame  gifts  to  the  believing 
Samaritans,  and  they  were  given  to  the  profelytes  of 
the  gate,  or  the  devout  Gentiles,  like  Cornelius  and 

%  Ads  v.  12,  15,  1 6.  f  Mark  xvi  20. 

t  Ads  xix.  11, 12.  ||  Chap.  xx.  9, 10.  $  Chap.  ix.  37,  40, 

11  Mark  xvi.  17, 18.  **  Adsii.  i>  t%*  +t  Chap.  xix.  6. 
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his  houfe;  and  even  the  idolatrous  nations  upon  their 
repentance  and  reception  of  the  gofpel.*  Thefe  gifts 
were  (hed  down  immediately  from  God  upon  the 
churches  in  general,  as  they  were  upon  the  church  at 
Jerufalem,  or  were  conferred  upon  them  by  the  impo- 
fition  of  the  apoftles’  hands.  Some  of  the  churches 
had  them  in  great  abundance.  Thus  had  the  church 
at  Corinth,  though  it  conftfted  principally  of  Gen¬ 
tiles,  who  had  been  turned  from  dumb  idols,  and  the 
mod  abominable  lulls,  to  the  fervice  of  the  living  God. 

These  gifts  were  entirely  fupernatural,  and  can  be 
afcribed  to  nothing  but  divine,  Almighty  power. 
From  the  foundation  of  the  world  to  this  time,  there 
has  never  been  any  thing  in  philofophy  or  magic  arts 
enabling  men  inftantaneoufly  to  fpeak  all  manner  of 
languages  with  propriety  and  freedom  ;  nor  have  any, 
by  any  philofophical,  aftronomical,  magical,  or  any 
other  arts,  ever  been  able  to  communicate  fuch  gifts 
to  men.  Indeed  they  are  eife£ls  no  lefs  wonderful 
than  the  creation  of  the  world,  and  can  be  afcribed  to 
no  other  than  to  him,  who  gave  exigence  and  knowl¬ 
edge  to  man,  made  his  mouth,  and  bellowed  on  him 
the  gift  of  language. 

That  Moles  and  the  prophets,  Christ  and  his 
apoftles,  in  fa£l,  wrought  the  miracles  afcribed  to 
them,  is  beyond  all  realonable  controverfy,  from  a 
great  variety  of  conliderations. 

Particularly,  with  refpeft  to  the  miracles  of 
Mofes,  it  appears  next  to  impoffible,  in  the  nature  of 
Anings,  that  he  fhould  have  brought  Ifrael  out  of 
Egypt,  and  fupported  them  in  the  wildernefs,  without 
miracles.  Unlefs  we  admit  thefe  the  whole  (lory  of 
their  redemption  mull  be  given  up,  Mofes  was  a 
perfeft  ftranger  to  Pharaoh  and  his  court.  He  had 
no  friends,  or  influence  there,  and  was  known  to  few- 
even  among  his  own  nation.  Forty  years  he  had  been 
a  ftranger  in  the  land  of  Midian.  When  he  went  into 
Egypt  to  fpeak  to  Pharaoh  and  the  Ifraelites,  he  ap- 

*  Ads  xiiL  53, 
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pcared  in  the  character  of  a  Angle  perfon,  a  (henherd 
0  *  ie  country  of  Midian,  without  human  credentials 
9}  human  aid.  What  could  influence  the  king  of 

*gypt  to  give  up  millions  of  flaves,  their  cattle  and 
all  their  fubftance  without  fomething  very  extraordi- 
mry  ?  Or  what  could  induce  the  Ifraelites  to  follow  a 
it  ranger  into  the  wildernefs,  where  a  fmall  caravan 
coutd  not  have  fub filled  a  fingle  week,  but  fome  ftrong 
aflurances  that  he  was  indeed  fent  of  God  ?  By  what 
pcllible  human  means  could  the  Ifraelites  have  fubfifU 
ed  a  fingle  year  or  month,  in  a  barren  wildernefs  ? 

Vhar  notice  would  be  paid  to  a  private  ftranger,  who 
Hi o u  1  d  demand  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain  immedi¬ 
ately  to  free  Ireland,  and  allow  the  inhabitants  to  be 
a  nation  entirely  independent  of  the  Britifh  govern¬ 
ment  .  Or  lhould  fucli  a  perfon  demand  of  Congrefs, 
an  immediate  liberation  of  all  the  negroes  in  the  fouth- 
ern  flat.es,  would  the  leaf!  regard  be  paid  to  him  ? 
Should  they  be  liberated  at  his  demand,  how  could  he, 
without  provisions  and  without  arms,  conduct  them 
through  a  vaft  wildernefs,  and  plant  them  in  a  coun¬ 
try  of  innumerable  warriors  ?  How  then  could  Mofes, 
without  the  fpecial  interpofition  of  heaven,  have  de¬ 
livered  Ifrael  from  the  bondage  of  Egypt,  fupported 
them  in  the  wildernefs,  conquered  potent  nations,  and 
led  them  to  the  borders  of  Canaan  ? 

Besides,  the  miracles  which  lie  wrought  are  at- 
tefted  by  the  records  and  teftimony  of  a  whole  nation, 
by  fongs  and  monuments  prepared,  at  the  time  of 
them,  to  celebrate  and  to  perpetuate  them  in  all  fu¬ 
ture  ages.  They  are  witnefTed  by  public  inftitutions, 
and  by  alrnofl  all  the  prophets  and  facred  writers  in 
the  church  of  Ifrael  ?  They  were  not  matters  of  mere 
opinion,  or  fpeculation,  in  which  thofe  who  reported 
them  might  have  been  deceived,  but  matters  of  fa£l, 
which  lay  open  to  their  eyes  and  ears,  their  touch 
and  tafle,  and  were  as  eafily,  and  as  certainly  known, 
as  any  things  which  are  obje&s  of  fenfe.  Children  as 
well  as  adults  certainly  knew  whether  they  were  led 
through  the  fea,  fubfifled  on  manna  forty  years,  were 
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led  by  the  pillar  of  cloud  and  fire  ;  whether  they  heard 
the  law  from  Mount  Sinai,  faw  the  mountain  all  oil- 
fire  and  burning  into  the  mid  it  of  heaven.  It  cannot 
be  reafonably  fuppofed  that  a  whole-  nation  fhoulci 
unite  in  teftifying  lies ;  that  their  public  records,  and 
the  facred  odes  they  fang  to  the  honor  of  Jehovah 
(hould  be  defigned  to  perpetuate  the  mod  egregious 
falfehoods.  There  is  therefore  the  mod  certain  and 
abundant  evidence  of  their  truth. 

With  refpedl  to  the  miracles  wrought  by  Christ 
and  his  apodles,  they  were  objedls  of  mod  certain 
knowledge.  What  can  be  more  ealily  or  certainly- 
known,  than  thefe  fa£ts,  whether  the  eyes  of  the 
blind  are  opened  ?  Whether  the  fick,  the  lame,  the 
deaf  and  dumb,  lunatics  and  leprous  men  were  indan-* 
taneoufly  and  perfectly  recovered  from  thofe  diforders  ? 
What  can  be  more  certainly  known  than  whether 
dead  men  were  made  alive  ?  Or  whether  illiterate  men 
were  enabled  indantly  to  fpeak  all  manner  of  langua-* 
ges,  with  propriety,  eafe,  and  fluency  ?  In  thefe  fa£te, 
neither  the  apodles,  nor  others  could  poflibly  have 
been  deceived..  The  miracles  which  they  reported 
were  wrought  openly  in  all  parts  of  the.  world,  upon 
a  vaft  variety  of  occafions,  before  friends  and  enemies. 

I  he  apodles  who  witnefTed  thefe  miracles,  as  has 
been  fhown  in  a  preceding  difeourfe,  had  all  the  marks 
of  honed  men,  of  the  mod  unfhaken  integrity  and 
veracity..  ITe.  doctrines  and  morals  which  they  taught 
were,  holy  and  fublime,  tending  to  univerfal  good. 
Their  lives  appear  to  have  been  without  blemifh,  their 
love  to  God,  their  labors  and  fufferings  for  Christ’s 
and  the  gofpel’s  fake  without  a  parallel.  They  appear 
to  have  imbibed  the  utmod  abhorrence  of  all  deceit 
and  falsehood,  and  have  mod  pointedly,  beyond  all 
other  men,  denounced  the  curfes.  of  God  againft  all 
liars  and  impodors. 

They  could  be^  influenced  by  no  worldly  motives* 
The  religion  which  they  embraced  taught  them,  that 
the  world  would  hate  them,  that  they  mud  differ  the 
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lofs  of  all  temporal  enjoyments,  and  wait  for  their  re¬ 
ward  in  an  unfeen,  future  world.  Indeed  even  in 
that,  they  could  expedl  nothing,  unlefs  th  y  knew 
that  Jesus  was  the  Christ,  and  that  his  religion  was 
true.  They  knew  how  their  maft~r  had  been  treated, 
that  his  followers  were  a  feci  every  where  hated  and 
fpoken  againft  ;  that  all  the  lulls  of  the  human  heart, 
all  the  religions,  prejudices,  literature,  policy,  and 
powers  of  the  world  were  againft  them.  They  were 
poor,  illiterate  men,  without  any  thing  of  a  worldly 
nature  to  recommend  the  wonderful  and  glorious  things 
which  they  had  witneffed.  They  could  expedl  no 
fuccefs  in  this  world,  only  on  the  ground  that  their 
teftimony  was  true,  and  the  Lord  would  be  with  them, 
as  he  had  promifed.  It  is  therefore  impoffible  to  find 
a  motive  in  heaven  or  earth,  in  time  or  eternity,  for 
their  making  the  reports  which  they  did,  had  they  not 
known  the  certainty  of  the  fadls  to  which  they  gave 
teftimony.  On  any  other  fuppofition,  all  poftible  mo¬ 
tives  were  againft  them.  Yet  under  all  persecutions 
and  trials,  they  perfevered  in  their  teftimony,  and 
fealed  it  with  their  blood.  There  is  every  circum- 
fiance  to  corroborate  the  truth  of  their  teftimony, 
which  can  be  in  any  cafe  whatfoever.  Perhaps  there 
never  were,  in  any  other,  fo  many  circumftances  of 
fuch  weight  to  confirm  the  teftimony  of  any  witnefTes. 

Further,  the  impoflibility  of  the  apoftles*  deceiv¬ 
ing  the  world,  and  obtaining  credit  to  the  reports  they 
made,  had  not  the  fads  been  true,  at  the  time  when 
they  bore  witnefs  to  them,  demonftrates,  beyond  all 
reasonable  controverfy,  the  veracity  of  their  teftimo¬ 
ny.  The  apoftles  declared  the  occafions  on  which  the 
miracles  were  wrought,  the  times  when,  and  the 
places  where  they  were  done,  the  names  of  the  per¬ 
sons  on  whom  they  were  wrought,  and  who  were 
particularly  concerned  in  them,  what  people  were 
prefent,  and  whence  they  came.  They  related  the 
■effedls  which  they  had  on  the  people,  and  many  cir¬ 
cumftances  refpedting  them,  giving  every  advantage 
U>  their  enemies  to  difprove  them;  had  it  been  poftibiec 
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The  prophets,  Christ,  and  his  apoftles  performed 
their  miracles  in  the  mod  open  manner,  fometimes  be¬ 
fore  thoufands  of  people,  both  enemies  and  friends. 
The  apodles  indeed  could  make  their  appeal  to  both, 
as  in  our  text,  that  they  were  indifputably  true. 

It  was  an  enlightened  age  when  thefe  wonderful 
works  were  performed.  Learning  flourifhed,  and 
men  were  capable  of  detecting  any  deceit,  either  in 
the  miracles  them  lei  ves,  or  in  thofe  who  reported  them. 
They  were  examined  in  councils  and  courts  of  the  moil 
artful  men,  by  judges  and  kings,  keenly  edged  againft 
Chridianity  ;  yet  after  all  which  the  combined  art, 
malice,  and  hatred  of  the  world  could  effedl,  they 
were  not  able  to  difcover  the  lead  deceit  in  either  of 
them.  They  were  fuliy  believed  at  Jerufalem,  and  in 
all  places  where  they  had  been  wrought.  The  gofpel 
was  believed  and  fpread  far  and  wide  among  the  na¬ 
tions.  This  mud  have  been  utterly  impoffible  had  not 
the  fa£ls  reported  been  true. 

According  to  the  account  of  thefe  miracles,  they 
were  fome  of  them  wrought  when  thoufands  of  peo¬ 
ple  were  colle£led  from  the  various  cities,  towns,  and 
villages  in  Judea,  and  even  from  Tyre  and  Sidon.  It 
is  recorded,  that  with  a  few  loaves  and  fifhes,  Christ, 
at  one  time  and  another,  fed  them,  and  that  the  frag¬ 
ments,  after  they  had  eaten,  far  exceeded  the  quantity 
of  provifion  at  fird  fet  before  them.  It  is  aifo  record¬ 
ed,  that,  on  the  day  of  pentecod,  when  the  holy 
Ghost  came  down  upon  the  apodles,  in  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  cloven  tongues  of  fire,  and  abode  upon  them, 
and  they  fpake  with  other  tongues,  as  the  fpirit  gave 
them  utterance,  there  were  dwelling  at  Jerufalem ,  fezus9 
devout  men>  out  of  every  nation  under  heaven ,  and  that 
Parthians,  Medes,  Elamites,  Jews  and  profelyt.es, 
Cretes  and  Arabians,  with  the  inhabitants  of  thirteen 
different  countries,  all  heard  the  Galileans  lpeaking  in 
their  own  native  language.  Now  had  not  thefe  reports 
been  true,  it  is  impoffible,  in  the  nature  of  the  thing, 
that  they  fhould  have  ever  obtained  the  lead  credit* 
In  the  very  places  where  it  is  affirmed,  that  thefe  mi* 
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raculous  works  were  done,  and  in  all  the  cities  of  Tu~ 
dea,  and  in  all  parts  of  the  Roman  empire,  there  would 
have  been  fubbantial  witneffes,  that  there  was  no  truth 
hi  the  reports.  Ihus  would  it  have  been  with  refpedV 
to  other  miracles,  as  they  were  performed  in  the  mod 
puDiic  manner.  For  Christ  to  have  appealed  to  the 
people,  as  he  did,  that  his  works  bore  witnefs  of  him* 
ana  foi  the  apofUes  to  have  appealed  to  their  hearers, 
as  they  did,  that  they  knew  them  mod  certainly,  would 
have  been  the  mod  barefaced  impudence  and  effron¬ 
tery,  and  the  height  of  madnefs*  It  mud,  at  once, 
have  mined  their  caufe,  and  brought  both  it  and  them 
into  univerfal  contempt.  Butfo  far  was  it  from  this, 
that  they  were  highly  edeemed,  their  report  was  be¬ 
lie  v cd, and  Ohrid :anity  was  wonderfully  fpread  through 
all  parts  cf  the  then  known  world, 

Further,  enemies  as  well  as  friends,  Jews  and 
Gentiles,  acknowledged  the  miracles,  though  they 
afcribed  them  to  the  prince  of  devils,*  Cehus,  a  mod 
bitter  enemyof  Chribianity,  owns  the  miracles  wrought 
by  Christ  and  his  apodles.  Pilate  gave  fuch  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  life,  miracles,  death,  and  redirection  of 
Jesus,  in  a  letter  to  the  emperor  Tiberius,  that  he  * 
propoied  it  to  the  fenate,  to  number  him  among  the  - 
gods  of  Rome.J 

According  to  the  accounts  of  the  fathers  and  of 
credible  hidorians,  miracles,  the  gift  of  tongues,  of 
the  interpretation  of  tongues,  and  of  healing  the  fide 
continued  during  the  whole  apodolic  age,  and  foms 
of  the  early  apologifts  for  Chribianity  appeal  to  their 

.  *  Then  gathered  the  chief  priefts'and  the  pharifees  a  coun¬ 
cil,  and  laid,  What  do  we  ?  For  this  man  doth  many  miracles^  - 
John  xi.  47.  For  that  indeed  a  notable  miracle  hath  been  done 
by  them,  is  manifed  to  all  them  that  dwell  at  Jeruialem,  and 
we  cannot  deny  it.  Ads  iv.  16.  See  alio  Matthew  xii.  24. 
It  does  not  appear  either  from  fcripture  or  prophane  hiftory  that 
the  miracles  of  Christ  and  his  apoflles  were  ever  denied,  in 
the  primitive  ages  either  by  Jews  or  Heathens,  but  the  evidence 
is  that  they  were  acknowledged  by  both. 

f  Baxter’s  Red,  part  II.  chapter  iv.  where  may  be  found 
other  lebimonies  of  the  enemies  of  Chribianity,  with  nurne^ 
ious  other  tedimcpies  of  the  ancient. Chriitiao  fathers. 
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enemies,  that  in  their'  own  houfes  there  were  perfons 
whom  they  knew  to  have  been  miraculoufly  healed. 
Hence  there  is  the  ftrongeft  evidence  of  the  truth  of 
the  miracles  recorded  in  the  feriptures.  * 

•It  need  only  further  to  be  obferved,  that  as  it  is  mo¬ 
rally  impoffible,  that  the  reports  concerning  the  mira¬ 
cles  recorded  in  the  bible  ffiould  have  obtained  credit 
at  the  times  and  places  when  and  where  they  are  de¬ 
clared  to  have  been  wrought,  unlefs  they  had  been 
true,  fo  they  could  not  have  obtained  credit  at  any 
time  afterwards.  If  there  had  been  no  fiich  works 
wrought,  nor  the  reports  of  them  been  propagated 
from  the  beginning,  all  Chriftians  would  have  rejeded 
them,  ihe  reports  of  them  in  one  place,  or  church 
would  have  been  contradided  in  other  churches,  un¬ 
lefs  there  had  been  a  general  combination  of  all  the 
churches  and  teachers  on  earth  to  propagate  falfehood. 
lhis  would  have  been  next  to  impoffible,  as  the  churches 
were  foon  fpread  abroad  in  many  countries,  far  diftant 
rom  each  other.  Befides,  there  have  always  been, 
irom  the  beginning,  apoftates  from  the  church.  Thefe 
were  perfedly  acquainted  with  its  hiftory,  dodrines, 
cuitorns,  and  ckftms  to  a  divine  original,  and  had  any 
thing  been  introduced  new  and  ftrange,  after  the  firft 
promulgation  of  thegofpel,  they  would  have  difeover- 
ed  the  deceit  and  charged  it  upon  the  Chriftians.  But 
nothing  of  this  appears.  Therefore,  in  every  view, 

t  e  miracles  recorded  in  the  bible  appear  to  have  been 
mdifpu  table  fads. 


III.  These  miracles  were  divine,  infallible  attefta- 

aons  of  the  truth  of  the  feriptures,  and  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  religion. 

They  were  wrought  to  prove  that  God  had  font 
the  prophets,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  his  apof- 
t!es  to  teacn  men  his  will  and  their  duty.  As  they 
were  fupernatural  works,  which  it  is  the  foie  preroga¬ 
tive  of  God  to  effea,  they  atteft  his  approbation  of 
them  and  their  rnttrudions.  They  afford  the  fame 
kind  of  evidence  of  the  truths  of  the  gofpel,  that 
God  font  Christ  and  his  apoltles  to  fpeak  and  do  the 


*78  the  p&oof  of  scripture  Dis.  & 

things  which  they  did,  as  the  works  of  creation  do 
that  there  is  a  God. 

The  miracles  wrought  by  Mofes  and  the  prophets, 
recorded  in  the  Old  Teftament,  are  fuch  as  God  chal¬ 
lenges  as  his  own  peculiar  works.  Jer.  xxxii.  20,  21. 
Which  haft  fet  ftgns  and  wonders  in  the  land  of  Egypt ;  and 
haft  brought  forth  thy  people  Ifrael  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt 
with ftgns  and  with  wonders.  Pfalm  cv.  2 6y  27,  to  the 
end.  The  miracles  wrought  by  Elijah  and  Elifha  in 
caufing  that  the  handful  of  meal  in  the  barrel  and  the 
little  oil  in  the  cruife  fhould  feed  Elijah  and  the  wid¬ 
ow’s  houfehold,  many  days,  without  the  lead  diminu¬ 
tion,  and  in  railing  the  dead  fon  of  the  widow  of  Za- 
rephath  to  life  f  in  caufing  fire  to  come  down  and 
confume  the  facrifice,  and  the  wood,  and  the  dones, 
and  the  dud,  and  the  water  in  the  trenches,  upon 
mount  Carmel  in  multiplying  the  widow’s  oil,  and  ' 
railing  the  dead  fon  of  the  Shunamite,  were  works  of 
divine  power.J  So  was  the  prefervation  of  the  three 
children  in  the  furnace  of  the  King  of  Babylon,  and 
of  Daniel  in  the  lion’s  den.  They  were  therefore  the  ' 
mod  driking  demondrations  of.  God’s  approbation  of 
them  and  of  the  truth  of  what  they  declared,  in  his 
name,  to  mankind.  Thefe  works  bear  as  evident  fig- 
natures  of  divinity  as  the  works  of  creation  and  prov¬ 
idence,  or  any  works  of  God  whatfoever  ;  and  as  it 
cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  God  would  proditute  his 
power  in  operations  to  contenance  and  fupport  impof- 
tors,  to  edablifh  forgeries,  and  deceive  his  rational 
creatures,  in  concerns  of  infinite  moment,  they  can¬ 
not  but  be  viewed  as  infallible  atteftations  of  the  di-. 
vine  million  of  the  prophets  of  Christ,  and  his  apof- 
tles,  and  of  the  divinity  of  the  Chridian  fydem. 

In  this  view,  every  miracle  is  to  be  conlidered  as  a 
divine  tedimony  to  the  truth  of  Chridianity,  as  much 
as  a  voice  from  heaven,  from  the  excellent  ma¬ 
jesty  himself,  atteding  its  divine  original.  As  all 
the  works  of  creation  and  prefervation  are  God’* 

*  1  Kings  xvii.  n,  to  the  end.  f  (Shap.1  xviii*  38. 

If  %  Kings  iv.  fee  the  whole  chapter. 
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voice  to  us,  which  have  a  language  univerfally  to  be 
heard  and  underftood,  fo  the  fupernatural  works  of 
Christ  and  his  inspired  fervants,  are  his  voice  to 
mankind,  declaring  his  approbation  of  their  claims* 
and  witneffmg  the  truths  which  they  delivered  in  his 
name.  As  every  creating  work,  and  as  all  the  works 
of  confervation  are,  in  themfelves,  evidences  of  the 
Divine  Existence,  fo  every  miracle  wrought  for 
the  confirmation  of  the  million,  initru£tions,  and 
doctrines  of  infpired  men,  is  in  itfelf,  a  divine  attefta- 
tion  of  the  truth  of  divine  revelation.  The  more 
abundant  thefe  miraculous  works  have  been,  the  ftron- 
ger  and  more  abundant  is'  the  evidence  arifing  from 
them,  juft  as  the  evidence  of  the  being  of  God  is 
increafed  by  the  vaft  variety,  greatnefs,  and  glory  of 
the  works  of  creation  and  providence  .;  or  as  the  mul¬ 
tiplicity  of  credible  witneffes  and  teftimonies  increafes 
and  confirms  the  certainty  of  any  fa£E 

These  are  adapted  to  the  capacity  of  common  peo¬ 
ple,  no  lefs  than  to  that  of  the  learned  and  wife. 
They  at  once  afford,  in  the  minds  of  men  of  all  char¬ 
acters,  conviction  of  a  divine  power  and  interpofi- 
tion. 

Should  any  perfon,  at  this  day,  claim  to  be  a 
prophet  fent  of  God,  and  in  confirmation  of  his  mif- 
fion  and  doctrines  raife  the  dead,  open  the  eyes  of  one 
born  blind,  inftantly  cure  the  mod  mortal  and  incura¬ 
ble  difeafes,  heal  a  man  who  had  been  lame  from  his 
birth,  until  he  was  forty  years  of  age,  as  Peter  and 
John  did  the  man  at  the  beautiful  gate  of  the.  temple,*' 
and  as  Paul  did  the  cripple  at  Liftra,f  would  it  not  at 
once  convince  the  fpe£bators,  he  was  indeed  a  mefien- 
ger  from  God  ?  Have  not  miracles  always’had  this  ef- 
fedd,  and  been  received  by  men  of  all  nations,  as  di¬ 
vine  teftimonials  in  behalf  of  thofe  on  whofe  account* 
or  by  whom,  they  have  been  wrought  ?  Did  not  even 
the  magicians  confefs  the  finger  of  God  in  the  mira¬ 
cles  wrought  by  Mofes  ?  Did  not  Pharaoh  and  the  E* 

4 
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gyptians,  as  well  as  the  Ifraelites,  acknowledge  him 
as  a  prophet  of  the  Lord  ?  When  the  king  of  Ifrael 
and  his  people  faw  the  miracle  at  Mount  Carmel,  thev 
lndantly  fell  on  their  faces,  and  faid,  The  Lord  he  is 
the  God  ;  and  they  obeyed  the  voice  of  Elijah,  in  ar- 
relling  the  prophets  of  Baal,  that  they  might  be  put 
to  death.  When  Nebuchadnezzar  faw  the  miracle  of 
the  three  children  walking  unharmed  in  the  burning 
furnace,  he  at  once  acknowledged  them  to  be  the  fer- 
vants  of  the  mod  high  God.J  The  fame  effeCt  had 
the  miracle  wrought  for  the  prefervation  of  Daniel,  in 
the  den  of  lions,  upon  king  Darius.ji  In  like  manner, 
v/hen  Paul  healed  the  cripple  at  Lidra,  the  people  of 
all  characters  acknowledged  it  as  a  divine  work.  The 
miracles  of  the  New  Tdlament  were  fo  entirely  dif- 
feieut  from  eveiy  thing  of  which  adrologers,  magi¬ 
cians,  conjurers,  and  wife  men  among  the  Heathen 
were  capable,  that  they  acknowledged  them  to  be  di¬ 
vine  works,  and  evidences  of  the  truth  of  the  gofpeL 
Ihus  did  Simon  Magus,  Sergius  Pauius,  and  the  chief 
rncit  m  the  ifle  of  Paphos  and  multitudes,  who  ufed 
cuiious  arts,  and  had  the  fulled  acquaintance  with  the 
magic  and  lying  wonders  of  the  Heathen  world. § 
They  confeded  their  deeds,  and  embraced  the  goipei. 
Ihus  men  of  all  characters,  and  of  all  preceding  ages 
and  nations,  among  whom  miracles  have  been  wrought, 
have  acknowledged  their  evidence.  Indeed  it  lies  open 
to  the  common  .enfe  ot  mankind.  It  at  once  arreds 
the  attention,  and  convinces  the  underdanding  and 
judgment  of  all  men  of  candor  and  common  difcern- 
ment.  Nothing  could  be  more  pertinent  and  conclu- 
five  than  the  addrefs  of  the  blind  man,  whofe  eyes 
Jesus  had  opened,  fo  the  unbelieving  Jews.  Why 
herein  is  a  marvellous  thing ,  that  ye  know  tjjk  whence  he 
is9  and  yet  he  hath  opened  mine  eyes.  Since  the  world  be¬ 
gan  hath  it  not  been  heard  that  any  man  opened  the  eyes  of 
one  born  blind*  If  this  man  were  not  of  God>  he  could 
do  nothing  .^f 

t  Daniel  iii.  2,6.  ||  Chap.  vi.  30,  a6,  27.  $  Ads  viii.  9,  to 

&Qp  and  chap,  xiii.  6,  i$f  and  chap.  xix.  19.  f  John  ix.  30*  33* 
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With  refpeflfc  to  the  fcripture  miracles,  it  is  a  very 
corroborating  circum fiance,  that  they  were  wrought 
by  inipired  men  during  the  whole  time  the  facred  ca- 
.non  was  compiling,  from  the  days  of  Mofes  to  the 
clofe  of*  the  apodolic  age,  for  the*  term  of  about  fif¬ 
teen  hundred  and  ninety  years,  and  then  entirely 
ceafed.  This  affords  the  ftrongeft  evidence,  that  the 
defign  of  them  was  to  be  fo  many  divine  attedations 
and  feals  to  the  truth  of  the  divine  oracles. 

It  is  a  further  circumflance,  confirming  the  evi¬ 
dence  from  the  fcripture  miracles,  that  no  other  reli¬ 
gion  claims  to  be  eftablifhed  by  miracles,  or  can  juflly 
make  the  lead  pretence  to  any  thing  of  this  nature. 
We  may  fafely  challenge  all  the  patrons  of  infidelity 
to  fhow  a  fingle  inftance  in  which  the  dead  have  been 
raifed,  the  eyes  of  fuel!  as  had  been  born  blind  open¬ 
ed,  or  in  which  illiterate  men  have  been  enabledin- 
flantly  to  fpeak  with  new  tongues,  and,  by  the  laying 
on  of  their  hands,  to  communicate  miraculous  gifts  to 

others,  to  eftablifh  any  other  than  the  Chriftian  reli¬ 
gion. 

In  a  word,  that  the  fcripture  miracles  were  gene- 
rally  works  of  the  mod  furprifi ng  mercy  and  good- 
nefs,  and  performed  for  the  mod  glorious  purpofes* 
exceedingly  ftrengthens  the  evidence  arifing  from 
them,  i  hey  were  wrought  to  pour  contempt  uporr 
the  gods  of  the  Heathen,  deftroy  idolatry,  and  de- 
mondrate  that  Jehovah  was  the  one  only  living  and 
true  God  ;  to  prove  a  religion  which  gives  the  moffi 
confident,  exalted,  and  glorious  ideas  of  him  •  A  re¬ 
ligion  which  exhibits  a  fydem  of  the  mod  benevolent 
and  lubhme  do&rines,  and  of  the  mod  pure  and  per- 
fedl  morals,  which  ever  appeared  In  our  world.  The 
miracles  thepfelves  were  worthy  of  God,  perfectly 
congruous  to  his  confummate  wifdom  and  goodnefs; 
nle  i-el.gion  which  they  evince  is  of  infinite  moment. 
While  it  brings  giory  to  God  in  the  higheft,  it  has  the 
moil  benevolent  afpeft  upon  men.  In  its  doarines, 
duties,  and  morals  it  as  much  excels  all  other  religions, 
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as  the  fan  outfhines  the  paleft  ftar  or  the  expiring  ta¬ 
per* 

Miracles  therefore,  in  themfelves,  and  in  all  their 
attendant  circumftances,  convey  to  us  irrefragable  ev¬ 
idence  of  the  truth  of  the  fcriptures,  and  of  the  holy 
religion  which  they  teach. 

From  the  view  we  have  taken  of  the  fubjedl  we 
have  been  contemplating,  it  is  natural  to  remark 

I.  The  difingenuity,  impertinence,  and  fallacy  of 
all  deiflical  objedlions  to  the  evidence  of  fcripture 
arifing  from  the  miracles  which  it  records. 

How  perfedlly  trifling  and  inconfiftent  with  the 
conduct  of  all  reafonable  men  is  the  objedlion  that 
miracles  cannot  be  credited,  becaufe  they  are  con¬ 
trary  to  univerfal  experience  ;  which  can  mean  no 
more  than  this,  that  they  are  contrary  to  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  thofe  ages  and  people  who  never  faw  them. 
But  men  every  where  believe,  with  an  undoubting 
perfuafion,  fadis  they  never  have  experienced.  Moun¬ 
tains  perpetually  on  fire,  from  the  entrails  of  which 
are  fuch  eruptions  of  burning  materials,  as  inundate 
the  neighbouring  fields  and  overthrow  whole  villages 
and  cities  is  entirely  contrary  to  all  the  experience  of 
the  North  Americans,  and  to  people  of  many  other 
parts  of  the  earth.  Neverthelefs  they  have  no  doubt 
of  the  exiflence  of  Etna  and  Vefuvius,  or  of  the  tre¬ 
mendous  efFedls  of  their  eruptions.  That  water  fhould 
freeze,  and  the  rivers  and  feas  become  hard  as  ftone, 
fo  that  men  can  walk  and  drive  teams  upon  them,  in 
various  parts  of  Europe  and  North  America,  is  con¬ 
trary  to  the  univerfal  experience  of  all  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  torrid  zone  j  yet  do  not  the  Weft  In¬ 
dians  and  thoufands  of  other  people  of  all  nations  in 
the  hot  countries  believe  thefe  fadis  without  hefitation 
or  doubt  ?  Would  not  even  deifts  themfelves  laugh  at 
their  ignorance  and  credulity  if  they  did  not  ?  Has  it 
not  been  agreeable  to  the  common  fenfe  of  mankind, 
upon  credible  evidence,  to  credit  many  fadis  contrary 
to  what  they  had  ever  experienced  ?  Upon  evidence 
far  left,  than  that  by  which  the  miracles  of  fcripture 


Dis.  8. 


FROM  MIRACLES. 


183 


are  fupported  ?  Did  not  even  the  fophiftical  Mr- 
Hume  believe,  and  do  not  infidels  believe  fadts  con-* 
trary  to  their  own  experience  ? 

The  pretence  that  miracles  are  impoflible  and  in¬ 
credible,  that  there  is  a  far  greater  probability,  that 
whole  nations,  through  a  courfe  of  ages,  fhould  com¬ 
bine  to  atteft  known  falfehoods,  than  that  they  fhould 
be  true,  is  no  lefs  abfurd  and  impertinent,  than  the 
preceding  objedtion,  He  who  created  the  univerfe 
and  fixed  the  laws  of  nature,  for  his  own  glory  and 
the  good  of  creatures,  can  molt  certainly  fufpend* 
counteradt,  or  operate  above  them  whenever  he 
pleafes.  It  is  as  eafy  with  him  to  give  fight,  hearing, 
and  fpeech  to  fuch  as  have  been  born  blind,  deaf,  and 
dumb,  as  to  beltow  them  at  firlt,  in  the  common 
courfe  of  nature.  It  is  juft  as  eafy  with  him  to  re¬ 
animate  the  dead  as  to  give  life  to  man  at  firlt ;  to  re- 
ftore  the  withered  limb,  as  to  caufe  it  to  wither.  I£ 
therefore  his  own  glory  and  the  good  of  countlefs 
millions  of  creatures,  in  time  and  eternity,  might  be 
advanced  by  it,  there  is  every  reafon  to  believe  he 
would  effect  thole  beneficent  and  glorious  works. 

In  a  word,  how  unlike  were  all  the  fubtle,  uncer* 
tain,  ufelefs,  and  pretended  miracles  and  lying  won¬ 
ders  of  the  Heathen  world,  and  of  the  man  of  fin,  to 
to  the  miracles  wrought  by  Mofes  and  the  prophets,  by 
Jesus  and  his  apoltles  ?  How  difingenuous  and  abfurd 
is  the  adducing  and  urging  of  them,  in  the  leaft  de¬ 
gree,  to  invalidate  the  miracles  recorded  in  the  ferip- 
tures  ?  Were  they  not  all  exceedingly  fufpicious,  and 
far  from  being  well  authenticated  ?  Were  there  an 7 
but  what  could  be  accounted  for  upon  natural  princi¬ 
ples  ?  Was  there  ever  any  thing  like  raifing  dead  men 
from  their  graves  ?  Were  any  ever  feen  alive  converg¬ 
ing  with  people,  as  Lazarus  was  with  thoufands  of 
his  countrymen  ?  Werethofe  miracles  wrought  before 
thoufands  of  people,  on  the  molt  public  occafions,  be¬ 
foreenemies  and  friends?  Were  they  examined  by 
councils,  kings,  and  judges,  whofe  religion,  honor, 
mtereil,  and  implacable  malice  all  combined,  andur* 
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ged  them  to  detea  their  fraud?  Nay,  was  it  not  great 
men  and  their  dependants,  who  were  in te reded  in 
^reading  them,  who  fir  ft  reported  them  ?  How  came 
the  pretence  of  lying  wonders,  and  counterfeit  mira¬ 
cles  if  there  were  no  true  ones  ?  How  paltry  were  the 
<lefigns  for  which  the  pretended  miracles  were 
wrought  ?  To  ferve  the  low  purpofes  of  fraud,  ambi¬ 
tion,  and  covetoufnefs.  Not  to  eftablifh  truths  on 
which  the  falvation  of  countlefs  millions  of.  fallen 
creatures  were  dependant.  Not  to  diffufe  the  knowl¬ 
edge,  and  advance  the  glory  of  the  Deity,  and  make 
the  whole  fyftem  of  holy  creatures  more  happy.  In 
every  view  how  diffimilar  are  they  to  the  fcripture 
miracles  !  Hence  they  can  in  no  refpedt  be  compared 
with  them,  or  in  the  lead  degree  invalidate  them. 

II.  W  hat  a  variety  and  abundance  of  evidence  of 
the  truth  of  the  fcriptures  now  pours  itfelf  upon  us  ? 

We  have,  in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  difcourfes, 
brought  into  view  fome  of  the  principal  external  and 
internal  evidences  of  the  divinity  of  the  fcriptures  $ 
and  we  lee  from  what  a  variety  of  fources  we  have  the 
mod  clear  and  fatisfying  evidence,  that  they  contain  a 
revelation  from  heaven.  How  will  the  mod  concife 
recapitulation,  or  fummary,  even  of  the  heads  of  evi¬ 
dence  ftrike  the  fober  and  candid  mind  with  convi&ion ! 
W e  have  feen  by  what  a  variety  of  evidence  the  penta- 
teuch  and  Old  Teftament  fcriptures  are  fupported.  By 
the  united  tedimony  of  a  whole  nation,  through  a 
<ong  fucceflion  of  ages  :  By  their  records,  their  pub¬ 
lic  monuments,  their  civil  and  religious  conduction^ 
their  paflover,  feads  and  fabbaths,  their  fongs  of  praife, 
and  various  cuftoms.  In  addition  to  thefe,  how  drong 
is  the  evidence  of  the  truth  of  the  whole  canon  of 
fcripture,  ar-ifing  from  the  apparent  chara£fer  of  the 
writers,  the  circumdances  in  which  they  wrote,  their 
fufferings  for  the  truth,  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
related  fa6ts,  and  the  peculiar  adaptation  of  their  in- 
ftru&ions,  prophecies,  reproofs,  and  warnings  to  the 
Hate  of  the  various  ages  and  nations  in  which  they  liv¬ 
ed  :  From  the  agreement  of  their  writings  with  the 
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chronology,  hidory,  and  manners  of  the  various  kings 
who  reigned,  of  the  origin,  progrefs,  and  decline  o£ 
the  nations  and  monarchies  concerning  which  they  have 
■fp o ken :  From  the  harmony  of  the  doXrines,  morals* 
motives,  and  tendency  of  the  religion  which  they 
taught,  though  they  lived  in  fo  many  different  ages  and 
places,  fpake  upon  a  vafl  variety  of  occafions  and  fub- 
jeXs,  and  generally  had  no  knowledge  of  or  connex¬ 
ion  with  each  other  ;  and  from  the  impoflibility  o£ 
their  having  aXed  from  worldly  motives  ?  No  lefs  clear 
and  ftriking  is  the  evidence  from  the  fublimity,  purity* 
and  tranfcendant  excellency  of  the  religion  taught  iu 
the  fcriptures  ;  its  entire  difference  from  all  other  reli¬ 
gions,  as  it  commands  the  heart,  requires  that  every 
aXion  fhould  be  under  the  influence  of  faith  and  love* 
and  aimed  at  the  divine  glory  and  general  good  ;  and 
alfo  from  its  matchlefs  fuperiority  to  them :  From  its 
fuitablenefs  to  the  neceffities,  and  its  fufliciency  to  re¬ 
lieve  all  the  wants  of  fallen  men  ;  its  tendency  to  glo¬ 
rify  the  Deity  and  make  his  creatures  confummately 
and  forever  bleffed  :  From  the  reprefentations  which 
the  fcriptures  make  of  the  unity,  fpotlefs  purity,  infi¬ 
nite  perfeXion,  and  glory  of  God  *,  and>  the  finlefs* 
perfeX  charaXer  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  : — From 
the  rational  and  pure  worfhip  which  they  enjoin  : — 
From  their  numerous  prophecies,  and  their  exaX  ac- 
comphfhment  *  efpecially,  from  the  accomplifhment 
of  fuch  a  number,,  and  wonderful  variety  of  them  in 
Jesus,  the  Messiah  :  From  the  prefent  mod  evident 
fulfilment  of  fome  of  them  before  the  whole  world* 
in  the  prefent  date  of  the  Jews*  of  Jerufalem,  and 
the  holy  land  ;  in  the  feed  of  Ifhmael,  and  in  the  rife* 
progrefs,  .  and  decline  of  the  man  of  fin  ;  and  from 
that  adonifhing  feriesof  miracles  wrought  for  the  con¬ 
firmation  of  the«divine  word,  during  the  whole  time  c£ 
its  compilation.  With  refpeX  to.  the  New  Tedament 
and  the  Chridian  fydem,  how  drong  is  the  evidence 
of  its  divinity  not  only  from  the  preceding  confidera- 
*ions,  but  from  the  mod  authentic  hiftory  ?  From  the 
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certain  exiftence  of  Chriftianity,  in  its  diftinguiftin? 
dodrines  and  ordinances  from  the  days  of  Christ 
and  ins  apoftles  ?  From  the  numerous  quotations  made 
irom  it  by  the  fathers  who  fucceeded  the  apoftles  ? 
*ro“  .Rogues  of  the  Evangelifts,  the  Acfts,  and 
the  Epiftles,  made  at  an  early  period,  by  different  men 
in  different  parts  of  the  world,  who  do  not  appear  to 
have  had  any  conneftion  with  or  knowledge  of  each 
other  .  From  the  lpread  of  the  gofpel  by  a  few  illit¬ 
erate  men,  without  riches,  without  worldly  fame, 
friends,  power,  or  influence,  againft  all  the  prejudices, 
religions,  cuftoms,  cunning,  malice,  and  powers  of 
the  earth  ;  and  from  the  impoflibiiity  of  its  having 
gained  the  lea  ft  credit,  and  fpreading  in  that  aftonifh- 
mg  manner  in  which  it  did,  had  it  not  been  true,  and 
.accompanied  with  fupernatural  influence  From  above  ? 
To  fay  nothing  of  numerous  other  topics  and  circum¬ 
stances  of  argument,  what  a  flood  of  light  and  con¬ 
viction,  do  thefe,  viewed  in  their  combined,  harmo¬ 
nious  evidence,  pour  upon  our  minds  ?  What  a  cloud 
of  the  mod  fubftantial  witnefles  atteft  the  divinity  of 
the  word  ?  What  fa&s  ?  What  religions  befide  were 
ever  fupported  by  fuch  ftrength  and  variety  of  evi¬ 
dence  ?  By  fuch  united  attestations  from  earth  and 
heaven  ?  Shall  we  then  forfake  this  blaze  of  day,  the 
full  fplendors  of  the  Son  of  Righteousness,  for 
the  gloom  of  night  without  the  glimmerings  of  the 
paleft  ftar  ?  Shall  we  forfake  a  fyftem  of  divine  truth, 
of  life  and  falvation,  for  infidelity  ?  For  that  which 
has  no  fyftem,  no  inftitutions,  no  motives,  no  hopes, 
no  foundation  ?  For  that  which  verges  on  total  feepti- 
<cifm  ?  And,  in  moft  inftances,  has  terminated  in  the 
difbelief  even  of  the  exiftence  of  GoDhimfelf?  For 
that  which  has  led  on  a  whole  nation  to  abandon  all 
principles  of  morality,  to  blafphemy,  filthinefs,  and 
tenets  fubverfive  of  all  government  and  focial  happi- 
nefs,  and  to  aftonifh  the  world  with  new  and  unpre¬ 
cedented  crimes  ?  Shall  we  return  back  from  that  ex¬ 
alted  ftate,  of  focial  happinefs,  of  civil  and  religious 
Cociety  to  which  the  gofpel  has  raifed  us9  aad  abandon 
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the  blefled  hopes  which  if  infpires,  for  the  (late  o£ 
Heathenifm  ?  For  the  life  of  beads,  and  the  eternal 
deep  of  death  ?  No,  let  us  be  men,  afpire  to  immor¬ 
tality,  flee  the  dreadful  precipice,  be  flrong  in  the  faith 
which  is  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  blefs  God  forever  for 
his  unfpeakable  gift  and  glorious  gofpel.  Amen. 


DISCOURSE  IX. 


On  the  Infpiration  of  the  Scriptures. 


2  TIMOTHY  iii.  I  <5. 

* 

All  fcripture  is  given  by  infpiration  of  Gon, 

IN  the  preceding  difcourfes,  an  attempt  has  been 
made  to  evince  the  abfoiute  neceflity  of  a  divine 
revelation,  for  the  inftru&ion,  comfort,  and  falvation 
of  man  ;  and,  as  far  as  could  be,  within  the  compafs 
of  a  few  fermcns,  to  exhibit  the  evidence  of  the  di¬ 
vinity  of  the  feriptures  both  of  the  Old  and  New 
Teftament.  The  evidences  which  have  been  adduced 
apply  equally  not  to  one  book  or  part,  but  to  all  the 
books  and  to  all  the  parts  of  thofe  feriptures.  They 
are  divine  atteftations  to  every  doftrine-,  duty,  and 
motive  which  they  teach,  to  the  promifes  which  they 
make,  to  the  threatnings  they  contain,  and  the  fads 
which  they  relate.  They  prove  the  whole  of  fcrip¬ 
ture  to  be  a  divine  word,  or  they  prove  nothing  to  the 
purpofe. 

However,  there  are  many  femi-deifls,  who 
while  they  maintain  that  part  of  the  feriptures  were 
divinely  infpired,  or  at  leaft  are  to  be  received  as  true,. 
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deny  that  other  parts  are,  and  even  venture  to  treat 
them  with  blafphemous  ridicule  and  contempt.  ^  Some 
talk  if?  this  profane  and  merry  manner,  l  or  oui 
parts  we  do  not  believe  more  than  half  the  fcriptures 
to  be  true,”  and  fome  (ticklers  for  Chriftianity,  who 
have  written  profefledly  in  defence  of  revelation,  have 
treated  it  with  no  lefs  difhonor.  In  this  way,  tney$ 
in  effe£t,  fet  alide,  and  render  all  fcripture  doubtful 
and  ufelefs.  It  is  therefore  highly  neceffinf  for  the 
honor  of  the  fcriptures,  and  the  fupport  of  Chriftian¬ 
ity,  to  attend  particularly  to  this  point,  and  to  prove, 
that  all  fcripture  is  given  by  infpiration. 

It  is  the  defign  of  this  difcourfe,  as  clearly  as  may 
he,  to  illuftrate  this  truth.  The  apoftle  Paul,  in  the 
text,  mod  exprefsly  and  ftrongly  affirms  it.  All  fcrip¬ 
ture  is  given  by  infpiration  of  God.  He  not  only  af¬ 
firms,  that  all  fcripture  was  given  by  infpiration,  but 
in  the  words  following  the  text,  he  declares  the  great 
utility  of  the  fcriptures  to  all  the  purpofes  of  man’s 
inftruHion  and  falvation.  And  is  profitable  for  doc¬ 
trine for  reproof  for  correBion ,  for  injl ruction  in  right- 
eoufnefs  :  that  the  man  of  God  may  be  perfeEl ,  thoroughly 
furnijhed  unto  all  good  works,  *What  a  noble  teftimony 
is  this  to  the  infpiration,  h;gh  importance,  and  ufe- 
fulnefs  of  the  whole  fcripture  ? 

In  further  difeuffing  this  fubjecl,  it  is  propofed, 
firft  to  date  the  true  idea  of  infpiration,  as  it  will  be 
maintained  in  the  prefent  difcourfe  ;  and  then  to  prove 
that  all  fcripture  is  given  by  infpiration  of  God. 

I.  I  am  to  (late  the  true  idea  of  infpiration. 

InspiPvAtion,  in  the  primary  and  mod  natural  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  word,  fignifies  the  a<T  of  breathing  into  a 
perfon  or  thing,  or  the  infulion,  or  fuggeftion  of  ideas 
to  the  mind  by  God.  This  is  the  firft  and  higheft 
idea  of  infpiration,  the  fuggeftion  of  ideas  to  the  mind 
by  the  infpiration,  or  breath  of  God,  or  which  comes 
to  the  fame  thing,  by  the  fpirit  of  God.  This  is  the 
true  idea  fuggefted  by  the  Greek  word  in  the  text,* 

*  Theopneuftos,  breathed  by  God. 


19© 


OH  the  INfSf IRATIOK 


DlS.  9, 


I  his  inspiration  the  Jews  afcribed  to  the  chetuhim 
or  facred  writers,  who  penned  their  books  of  the  OW 

afr^"^  1  °  ‘he  ProPhets>  P^perly  fo  called,  they 
afcnbed  an  immediate  fuggeftion  of  ideas  to  the 

TLId  HngSWththeydeIiveFed  in  Rename  of 

“n“" 

on  ih  E  !pir-ii:  i°f  G°? ,impreffed>  by  breams  and  vifions, 
t,  •  tnt'lrn'mds,  and  kePt  alive  in  their  memories,  the 
th  ugs  which  they  were  to  fpeak  or  write,  or  they  were 
herwife  immediately  fuggefted  to  them.  By  a  di¬ 
vine  impulfe  tney  were  moved  to  compofe  and  write 

wbirPh°PhefieS.’  1.nftrkua;ons>  Promifes,  and  threatnings 
which  we  find  in  the  fenptures.  At  the  fame  time, 

they  were  fuffered  to  ufe  their  own  reafon,  and  to 
write  m  their  own  words  and  ftyle,  fo  that  the  differ- 
em  tempers,  zeal,  and  manner  of  addrefs  is  feen  in 
their  feveralpropheeies  and  writings,  both  in  the  Old 
and  hew  Tdtament.  This  affords  one  ftrong  evidence 
of  the  trutn  of  the  feriptures,  as  no  one  man  could 
exhibit  fuch  a  variety  of  tempers  and  language,  and 
appear  111  fo  many  different  occafions,  times,  and  pla¬ 
ces,  with  fuch  natural  eafe  and  propriety  as  they  have 
done.  No  number  of  perfons,  not  living  at  the  times 
and  places  when  and  where  the  matters  were  tranfaded 
could  have  written  them  as  they  have,  without  betray-’ 

mg  themfelves,  as  to  language,  time,  and  circum- 
nances. 

.  Further,  it  (hould  be  obferved,  with  refpeft  to 
infpiration,  that  it  is  not  always  to  be  confidered  in 
t.ns  primary  and  high  fenfe,  but  only  as  an  infallible 
iupenntendency  of  the  divine  fpirit  over  the  facred 
writers,  in  all  their  preaching  and  compofitions,  fo  as 
to  preferve  them  from  error  or  mifreprefentation.  Such 
a  lupenntendency  was  neceffary  that  they  might  write 

'^i  1%'  and  v‘  *»  and  1  Samuel  xii.  xi,  and  in  nu- 
m.rous  other  places.  J  Chron.  xxiv.  ao,  Ifaiah  xlii.  j. 

!\  a  Chron.  xvm.  13.  J 
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nothing  more,  lefs,  or  other  wife,  than  was  agreeable 
to  the  divine  mind.  Hence  both  Jews  and  Chriftian 
divines,  who  have  written  on  infpiration,  have  gene¬ 
rally  maintained  fuch  a  fuperintendency,  infallibly  pre¬ 
serving  the  facred  penmen  from  all  miftake  with  re- 
fpe£t  to  any  thing  they  fpake  or  wrote  as  coming  from 

God.  c  .  # 

This  kind  of  infpiration  or  fuperintendency,  may, 
in  fome  refpe£ls,be  confidered  as  inferior  to  the  former, 
as  to  its  degree,  but  not  as  to  the  certainty  of  what 
has  been  fpoken  or  written.  This  renders  the  ferip- 
tuies  no  lefs  a  fure  ground  of  faith  and  pra£lce,  than 
if  every  idea  and  word  had  been  immediately  fuggefted 
by  the  divine  fpirir. 

With  refpedt  to  fuch  things  as  could  not  be  difcov- 
ered  by  reafon,  or  fome  previous  revelation,  it  was 
neceffary  that  the  ideas  of  them  fhould  be  immediately 
communicated.  Of  this  kind  was  the  creation  of  the 
world,  of  the  firft  human  pair,  the  date  in  which 
they  were  created,  their  lapfe,  the  manner  of  the  di¬ 
vine  conduct  towards  them,  and  with  refpetff  to  all 
fuch  ancient  events  as  had  been  effaced  from  the  mem¬ 
ories,  records,  and  traditions  of  men,  and  yet  were 
neceffary  to  be  known.  This  kind  of  infpiration  was 
alfo  equally  neceffary  with  refpe£t  to  many  of  the  doc¬ 
trines  and  duties  taught  and  enjoined  in  the  feriptures, 
and  with  refpe£t  to  the  foretelling  of  ali  future  events* 

Something  like  this,  doubtlefs,  was  neceffary  to 
teach  the  difciples  all  things,  and  to  bring  all  things 
to  their  remembrance,  whatfoever  Christ  had  faid 
unto  them,  as  he  had  promifed  the  Holy  Ghost  (hould 
do,*  when  after  his  afcenfion  he  {hould  fend  him  unto 
them.  This  was  neceffary  that  they  might  truly  re¬ 
port  the  life,  dodlrines,  miracles  and  death  of  their 
Lord.  Something  of  the  fame  nature  muff  have 
been  neceffary  in  bringing  the  feriptures  of  the  Old 
Teftament  immediately  to  their  minds,  and  enabling 
them  inftantly  to  apply  them  without  miftake. 

#  John  xiv.  *6. 
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Nothing  lefs  than  a  divine  fuperintendency  in  all 
*eir  preaching  and  writings  was  neceffary  to  eUard 
them  again  ft  every  miftake  with  refpea  to  fads  o?doc- 
trtrics  ;  fo  that  every  thing  might  be  written  according 

to  the  will  of  God,  and  the  Bible  be  juft  fuch  a  book 
as  he  defigned. 

This  is  the  infpiration  which  it  is  defigned  to  main- 
atn  in  this  difcourfe.  This  it  is  apprehended  is  the 
true  idea  oi  infpiration  as  applied  to  the  fcrintures. 
w“  no;  here  be  pretended,  that  every  word  which 

*  ,  ?P°“  e*  fPoke  or  wrote  was  infpired  in  the  firft 
or  higheft  fenfe  of  the  word,  nor  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  that  they  fpake  the  very  fame  words  which  Christ 
fpake,  in  his  fermons  and  inftrudions  ;  but  that  they 
have  delivered  the  true  fenfe  of  his  words  and  fermons, 
either  in  his  own  words  and  phrafes,  or  in  others  of 
the  fame  import.  They  have  truly  exhibited  the  doc- 
trines  and  duties  which  he  taught,  the  inftitutions 
winch  he  appointed,  and  have  faithfully  narrated  the 
facts  which  they  have  reported,  both  as  they  refpeded 
tneir  Lord,  and  as  they  refpefted  themfelves. 

Having  made  this  flatement  of  the  true  idea  of  in- 
»ptration,  I  proceed, 

•  1L  ,T^  Provertll^t  a11  fcr!Pt«re  was  given  by  infpira- 

^0I)•  >s  true  with  refpedl  to  every  part 

of  fcnpture,  as  well  as  with  refpea  to  it  in  general  ; 
with  refpea  to  all  its  doarines,  no  lefs  than  with  re- 

lpect  to  faffs,  or  any  thing  which  it  inftitutes,  threat- 
ens,  or  promifes. 

This  may  be  ftrongly  argued  from  the  perfedion: 
of  God,  and  the  nature  of  the  thing.  If  God  faw  a 
revelation  of  his  mind,  concerning  the  falvation  of 
mankind,  tobe  neceflary,  and  fubfervient  to  his  glory, 
lie  mod  certainly  would  have  made  it  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  as  effe£tually  to  anfwer  all  the  good  ends  of  a  di¬ 
vine  revelation.  He  certainly  would  not  have  left  it 
m  circumdances,  that  it  could  not  be  known 
what  was  revelation  and  what  was  nor.  *Trfis  would 
have  been  inconfident  with  his  infinite  wifdom  and 
goodnefs.  He  does  nothing  in  vain,  nothing  but  what 
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perfectly  anfwers  his  defigns.  He  hath  faid,  My 
counfel Jjjall Jland>  and  I  will  do  all  my  p leaf ure.*  But 
if  all  parts  of  the  facred  books  were  not  infpired,  and 
certainly  to  be  depended  on,  as  a  divine  word,  we 
are  in  the  fame  ftate,  as  though  no  revelation  had  been 
made.  God  has  made  no  revelation  to  us,  concern- 
ing  which  part  is  divinely  true,  and  which  is  not. 
Nothing  in  this  cafe  could  be  proved  from  it,  or  deci¬ 
ded  by  it.  If  a  paflage  were  quoted  from  Mofes,  Pe¬ 
ter,  or  Paul,  it  would  be  faid,  they  were  not  infpired 
when  they  wrote  that  paflage,  and  hence  it  can  decide 
nothing.  In  the  lame  manner  it  would  be  faid  of  all 
other  paflages  when  they  did  not  fall  in  with  the  opin¬ 
ions  and  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  wicked  men.  Every 
man  would  receive  or  rejeft  juft  fo  much  as  fuitedhis 
own  inclinations  and  purpofes.  In  this  way,  revela¬ 
tion,  as  to  do&rine,  duty,  comfort,  and  indeed  with 

refpea  to  every  thing  valuable,  would  be  entirely  fruf- 
trated. 

Besides,  the  evidences  of  the  truth  of  the  fcriptures 
apply  equally  to  all  parts  of  them,  to  every  book  and 
to  its  contenrs,  and  if  they  do  not  prove  the  whole  to 
be  divine,  they  do  not  prove  them  to  be  true  at  all. 
If  the  various  parts  be  not  true,  the  whole  cannot  be  fo." 
The  books  now  contained  in  the  Old  and  New  Teftal 
ment  are  the  very  fame  which  the  prophets  and  apoftles 
left  to  tne  church,  as  a  divine  word,  for  the  confirma¬ 
tion  of  which  fo  many  miracles  were  wrought,  fo  many 
prophecies  uttered  and  fulfilled,  and  with  refpea  to 
the  truth  of  which  we  have  fuch  various  and  abundant 

and  internal  evidence.  The  books  of  the 
Old  I  eftament  are  attefted  by  the  whole  Jewifh  church 
as  the  fcriptures  of  God,  given  to  them  by  the  proph! 
ets,  and  received  and  acknowledged  by  the  prophets 
twelves,  and  the  whole  church  as  divine  oracles. 
They  are  known  to  have  been  in  writing  between  four 
ana  five  hundred  years  before  the  incarnation  of  our 

*  Ifaiah  xlyi.  13, 
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Saviour,  to  have  been  tranflated  into  Greek,  and  be¬ 
fore  the  commencement  of  the  Chriftian  era,  difperfed 
into  all  parts  of  the  Roman  empire.  The  books  of  the 
New  Teftament,  it  has  been  fhewn,  were  all  written 
within  the  apoftolic  age,  and  committed  to  the  churches, 
m  various  parts  of  the  world,  and  are  the  verv  books 
concerning  the  divinity  of  which  all  the  arguments  rel¬ 
ative  to  the  authenticity  of  the  New  Teftament  have 
been  adduced.  Hence  the  arguments  which  have  been 
adduced  do  in  faft  prove  the  whole  of  thefe  fcriptures 
to  be  true.  They  either  prove  all  fcripture  to  be  in- 
fpired,  or  they  prove  no  part  of  it  to  have  been  divinely 
written.  It  is  a  grand  abfurdity  to  maintain,  that  the 
arguments  in  favor  of  the  fcriptures  do,  in  faft, 
prove  them  to  be  divine,  and  yet  to  hold  that  fome 
parts  of  them  are  not  true. 

Further,  if  the  facred  penmen  have  failed  with  re- 
fpedl  to  a  true  reprefentation  of  fafts,  with  refpeft  to 
their  doftrines,  prophecies,  promifes,  threatening?, 
or  fentiments  refpefting  morals,  it  deftroys  their  char- 
after,  as  extraordinary  teachers,  fent  from  God,  and 
it  at  once  renders  it  unfafe  to  depend  on  what  they 
have  written.  But  further  to  prove  this  great  truth, 
that  all  fcripture  was  given  by  infpiration  of  God,  I 
fhall  appeal  to  the  fcriptures  themfelves,  the  exprefs 
declarations  of  the  infpired  writers.  They  all  fpeak 
the  language  of  the  text,  All  fcripture  is  given  by  infpi¬ 
ration  of  God . 

I.  The  prophets  claimed  to  be  fent  of  God,  and 
the  word  of  the  Lord  is  faid  to  come  unto  them  ; 
and  God  is  faid  to  fend  them  to  fpeak  all  the  wurds 
which  they  fpake. 

Isaiah,  in  his  prophecy,  calls  upon  all  the  people  to 
hear  the  word  of  the  Lord  ;  and  he  terms  what  he 
delivered  the  Word  of  the  LoRDy  and  the  law  of  GoD; # 
importing  that  what  he  fpake  was  no  other  than  the 
word  and  law  of  Jehovah.  At  other  times,  he  de¬ 
clares,  the  LORD  of  Hofsy  the  mighty  one  of  Ifrael 

*  Ifaiah  i,  10. 


Dis.  9. 


OF  THE  SCRIPTURES. 


195 


faith,*  at  other  times,  he  tells  what  God  faid.f  The 
like  declarations  are  interfperfed  through  his  whole 
book,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner  exprefling  that  he  fpake 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

Jeremiah,  in  like  manner,  declares  to  the  princes 
of  Judah,  'The  LORD  fent  me  to prophefy  againjl  this  houfe9 
and  againjl  this  city ,  all  the  words  that  ye  have  hear  dm 
For  of  a  truth  the  LORD  hath  fent  me  unto  you ,  to  fpeak 

all  thefe  words  in  your  ears, %  His  book  is  termed  the 
word  of  the  Lord  which  came  to  him,§  and  he  de¬ 
livered  his  meflages  in  this  manner,  Thus  faith  the 
Lord  of  Hojls,  the  God  of  Jfrael .  In  the  paflages  to 
which  references  have  been  made,  Jeremiah  declares 
that  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  him,  and  that  he 
fpake  all  the  days  of  his  prophecy  nothing  but  the  word 
of  the  Lord.  He  not  only  teftifies  that  the  Lord 
fent  him,  but  all  the  other  prophets  who  had  preceded 

him,  and  that  they,  as  well  as  he  had  fpoken  the  word 
of  the  Lord.  || 

In  like  manner,  the  word  of  the  Lord  is  faid  to  come 
unto  Ezekiel,  and  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord  is  faid  to  en«* 
ter  into  him,  and  he  declares,  the  Lord  faid  to  him* 
Ifend  thee  to  the  children  of  Ifrael ,  And  thou  fhaltfay  un~ 
to  them,  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God.%  The 
books  of  Hofea,  Joel,  Jonah,  and  Micah  are  declared 
to  be  the  word  of  the  Lord,  which  came  unto  them,, 
arid  they  fpeak  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts- 
The  other  prophets  are  either  introduced  in  the  fame 
manner,  or  with  a  thus  faith  the Lord  or  fome  other 
term,  witnefling  that  they  were  prophets  of  the  Lord* 
and  that  ho  fpake  by  them. 

Further,  the  facred  penmen  do  the  greateft  hon¬ 
or  to  the  law  of  Mofes,  and  reprefent  it  as  the  great 
rule  of  moral  condua.**  Indeed  it  is  reprefented  as 
the  great  fin  ot  Ilrael,  for  which  they  were  carried  a- 


Ifaiah  1.  ?4.  f  chap.  vi.  9,  and  chapter  viii.  1. 

M  J®r,;xxvl'I2>  *5-  §  Chap.n  z,  3,  and  chap.  vii.  1,  3. 

,  II  ChaP;xxv-  3.  4,  J,  7,  8.  f  Ezek.  i.  3,  and  chap,  if  a 

3-  and  chap,  xxiii.  *y! 
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way  captive  and  punifhed  beyond  all  other  people, 
that  they  would  not  obey  this  law,  and  the  words  which 
he  fpake  unto  them  by  the  prophets.* 

Further,  it  is  worthy  of  fpecial  notice,  that  the 
prophets  of  the  Old  Teftament  reprefent  the  words 
and  law  given  in  thofe  fcriptures,  as  perfect,  and  as 
the  judgments  and  laws  of  the  Lord,  by  which  all 
dodlrines,  faith,  and  manners  were  to  be  tried.  The 
law  of  the  Lord  is  perfeBy  convertmg  the  foul :  The 
iefiitnony  of  the  LORD  is  furey  making  wife  the ftmple . 
The  judgments  of  the  LORD  are  true  and  righteous  alto¬ 
gether. %  All  thy  commandments  are  faithful .  For  every 
O  LoRDy  thy  word  is  fettled  in  heaven .§  To  the  law 
and  to  the  tejlimony  :  if  they  jpeak  not  according  to  this 
wordy  it  is  hecaufe  there  is  no  light  in  them. ||  Thus  do 
the  prophets  teftify  to  the  infpiration  and  perfection  of 
the  Old  Teftament  fcriptures. 

2.  Christ  and  his  apoftles  have  abundantly  attefled 
the  truth  of  the  Old  Teftament  fcriptures.  They  ap¬ 
pealed  to  them,  in  their  day,  as  true  and  genuine. 

Our  bleffed  Saviour  commanded  the  Jews  to  fearch 
the  fcriptures  as  divine  oracles,  in  which  only  they 
could  find  eternal  life,  and  a  clear  and  faithful  tefti- 
mony  of  himfelf.^f  He  reprefented,  that  Mofes  and 
the  prophets  wrote  fo  fully  and  plainly  of  him,  and  of 
the  great  concerns  of  men’s  fouls  and  eternity,  that  if 
men  would  believe  them  they  would  alfo  believe  him, 
and  that  if  they  would  not  believe  them,  they  would 
not  believe  even  though  one  fhould  arife  unto  them 
from  the  dead.*  He  allured  the  Jews,  That  till  heav¬ 
en  and  earth  pafs ,  one  joty  or  one  tittle Jhall  in  no  wife  pafs 
from  the  lawy  till  all  be  fulfilled .f  In  all  his  preaching 
to  the  people,  he  appealed  to  the  fcriptures  as  genuine. 
Though  he  faithfully  reproved  them  for  their  fins,  and 
the  falfe  glofles  which  they  put  upon  the  fcriptures, 
and  for  making  them  void  through  their  traditions,  J 

*  2  Chron.  xxxvi.  16,  and  Nehemiahix.  26,  29,  3°:.. 

%  Plalmxix.  7,  9.  §  Pfajm  cxix.  86,  89.  ||  Ifaiah  viii.  20. 
f  John  v.  39.  *  Luke  xvi.  31,  and  John  v.  45?  47* 

t  Matth.  v.  18.  t  Mark  vii.  9>  I0>  JI* 
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yet  he  never  once  blamed  them  for  having,  in  the 
leaft  degree,  corrupted  any  part  of  the  divine  oracles. 
Nay,  after  his  refurre£Hon,  he  thus  rebuked  his  dif- 
ciples,  O  fools,  and  flow  of  heart  to  believe  all  that  the 
prophets  have  fpoken  l  And  beginning  at  Mofes ,  and  all 
the  prophets,  he  expounded  unto  them  in  all  the  fcriptures 
the  things  concerning  himfelf  And  he  /aid  unto  them, 
thefe  are  the  words  which  I  fpake  unto  you ,  while  I  was 
yet  with  you ,  that  all  things  mujl  be  fulfilled  which  were 
•written  in  the  law  of  Mofes ,  and  in  the  prophets ,  and  in 
the  pf alms  concerning  tne.**  Thus  doth  Christ,  the 
Amen,  the  faithful  and  true  witnefs,  atteft  and  au¬ 
thenticate  the  divinity  of  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  Tef- 
tament. 

The  apoftles  are  not  lefs  exprefs  in  the  teftimony 
which  they  have  borne  to  thofe  fcriptures.  They  rea- 
foned  out  of  them  continually,  and  appealed  to  them 
as  decifive,  in  all  matters  of  faith  andpra£lke.  Nay, 
they  witnefled  exprefsly  that  they  were  given  by  infpi- 
ration,  were  the  oracles  and  words  of  God.  Thus  does 
the  apoftle  Paul,  not  only  in  our  text,  but  Rom.  iii.  2, 
and  Hebrews  v.  12,  he  exprefsly  calls  them  the  oracles 
of  Gob .  In  the  firft  chapter  and  verfe  of  the  fame 
epiftle,  he  teftifies,  that  Gob  at  fundry  times ,  and  in 
divers  manners ,  fpake  in  time  pafi  unto  the  fathers  by  the 
prophets  ;  importing  that  all  which  the  prophets  fpake 
at  fo  many  times  and  ways,  God  fpake  to  the  fathers. 

The  apoftle  Peter  is  equally  exprefs  on  the  fubje£I. 
This  is  his  teftimony,  We  have  a  more  fare  word  of 
prophecy ,  whereunto  ye  do  well  that  ye  take  heed,  as  unto 
a  light  that  finneth  in  a  dark  place,  until  the  day  dawn , 
and  the  day  far  arife  in  your  fouls .  For  the  prophecy 
came  not  in  old  time  by  the  will  of  man  ;  but  holy  men  of 
GOB  fpake  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy 
In  another  remarkable  paflage  he  reprefents,  that  every 
thing  which  the  prophets  delivered  was  fignified  to 
them  by  the  Spirit  of  Christ  in  them.^. 

**  &uke  xxiv.  1$,  27,  44.  a  Peter  i,  19,  %it 

it  1  Peter  1.  io;  ji, 

S  2 


ON  THE  INSPIRATION 


DlS.  9, 

Hence  we  have  the  mod  ample  and  determinate 
evidence,  that  all  the  books  and  parts  of  the  OldTef- 
tament  were  infpired  in  the  true  fenfe  of  inflation’ 
Ihofe  were  the  books  at  that  time  received  as  the 
oracles  and  fcriptures  of  God.  To  deny  their  infpi- 
tation,  even  in  part,  is  nothing  lefs  than  contraditl- 
ing  the  prophets,  our  blefled  Saviour,  and  his  apof- 
tles.  It  is,  at  once,  to  make  them  either  impodors, 
or  fallible,  though  honed  men,  and  fo  entirely  to  fap 
the  foundation  of  revealed  religion. 

With  refpeft  to  the  NewTedament,  that  all  parts 
of  that  were  given  by  infpiration,  is  equally  demon- 
urable.  Particularly  from  the  following  confiderations. 

5.  Christ  chofe  the  apodles  to  be  his  witneffes  of 
a  1  that  he  began  to  do  and  to  teach  men,  wherever 
they  went,  to  obferve  all  things  whatfoever  he  had 
commanded  them.*  They  were  ambafiadors  for 
Christ, f  to  make  known  what  were  the  dodtrines 
and  duties  of  the  Chridian  religion  $  to  perfuade  men 
by  the  terrors  and  mercies  of  the  Lord  ;  and  to  ne- 
gociate  the  great  affair  of  man’s  falvation  between 
them  and  their  Redeemer. 

When  Jesus  afcended  on  high  he  faid  to  his  apof~ 
ties.  And  ye  are  witneffes  of  thefe  things. %  But  ye  Jhall 
receive  power  after  that  the  Holy  GHOST  is  come  ujfai 
you  :  and  ye  Jhall  he  witneffes  unto  me>  both  in  Jerufa- 
letn9  and  in  all  fudeay  and  in  Samaria ,  arid  unto  the 
uttermoft  parts  of  the  earth.  \\  They  w ere  commanded 
to  teach  all  things  which  Christ  had  taught  and  com¬ 
manded  them.  They  might  not  keep  back  any  thing* 
£ven  that  which  had  been  whifpered  in  the  ear,  they 
were  to  proclaim  upon  the  houfe  top  ;  that  is  they 
were  to  preach  it  in  the  mod  public  manner .§ 

Now  as  their  Lord  had  chofen  them  to  be  his  wit- 
nefles,  and  ambafiadors,  in  an  affair  of  the  greated 
importance  to  themfelves,  to  mankind,  and  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God,  he  would  mod  certainly  furnifh  them 
in  the  mod  ample  manner  for  their  work,  fo  that  they 

Matth.  xxviii.  zo»  2  Cor.  v.  20. 

t  Luke  xxiv.  48.  [[  l  8.  §  Matth.  x.  *7* 
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might  do  it  effedually,  without  miftake.  Not  to  do 
this  would  be  to  negled  his  own  honor  and  kingdom, 
his  father's  honor,  and  the  honor,  comfort,  and  fafety 
of  his  difciples.  It  would  have  been  hard  indeed,  as 
well  as  unfafe  for  them,  to  have  fent  them  on  an  em- 
bafly  which  they  had  no  power  to  accomplifh.  We 
argue  therefore,  with  the  greateft  certainty,  from  the 
wifdom,  faithfulnefs,  and  love  of  Christ,  that  they 
were  completely  furnifhed  for  their  work.  But  was 
this  poflible  without  the  infpiration  of  the  holy  Spirit  ? 
By  no  means.  What  'mere  man  could  recollect  and 
certainly  know  and  teach  all,  which  a  preceptor  had 
done  and  taught,  and  defigned  that  he  fhouid  teach 
during  the  term  of  three  whole  years  ?  Nay,  to  recoi¬ 
led  inftantly  at  all  times  what  thefe  things  were,  and 
to  preach  fuch  a  portion  of  them,  upon  every  occa- 
(ion,  as  was  befl  adapted  to  honor  their  Redeemer 
and  fave  men  ?  Could  they,  upon  every  occafion,  ap¬ 
ply  the  fcriptures  to  Christ  and  to  gofpel  times,  im*» 
mediately  and  without  miftake,  unlefs  they  had  been 
fupernaturally  taught  and  aflifted  ?  Could  they  have 
known  what  dodrines  were  implied  in  particular  fads, 
fuch  as  the  refurredion  of  Christ  *  that  he  arofe,  as 
the  firft  fruits  of  them  who  flept,  and  that  from  hia 
refurredion,  as  a  public  head  of  all  his  believing  feed, 
their  refurredion  was  certainly  to  be  inferred,  as  the 
apoftle  Paul  aflures  us  it  was  ?*  Nay,  how  could  they 
have  taught  other  dodrines,  without  miftake,  which 
they  appear  not  to  have  underftood  until  after  the  af- 
cenfion  of  our  Saviour  ?  Particularly,  the  calling  of 
the  Gentiles  *  that  they  were  not  to  be  circumcifed, 
nor  obferve  the  ceremonial,  or  judicial  law  ?  Their 
commiflion  was,  beyond  all  calculation,  the  mo  ft  mo¬ 
mentous  and  extraodinary  ever  committed  to  men. 
Can  it  be  believed  that  the  all-wife  and  faithful  God 
would  entruft  them  with  it  without  fupernatural  aid  ? 
No,  not  a  moment,  not  fo  much  as  once  publicly  to 
open  their  mouths  on  the  fubjed.  Though  he  had 

*  1  Cor*  xv.  tQj  ax,  %%%  23, 
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taught  them  three  years,  and  they  had  heard  all  hk 

giauous  words  and  witneffed  all  his  glorious  miracles 

ye  e  exprefsly  commands,  Tarry  ye  in  the  city  Je- 

untl  e  endowed  with  power  from  on  high .1] 

to  ter JHE  of  Christ  to  be  with  them  alway, 

to  fend  on  them  the  promife  of  his  father,*  to  teach 

br^ce  and  Th  brlng,  al,t  ^  to  their 
f  u  n’m  d  blde  Wlth  them  forever,  give  us  the 
udeft  afiurance,  that  they  were  infpired,  and  fpake 

and  tranuaed  every  thing  which  they  did,  as 

Christ  s  mm, fters,  under  the  fupernatural  influence 
of  the  divine  spirit. 

f  s.AV!0URhad  allured  them,  that  he  would 

the!  with  1C  F°rmife  °f  ,‘he  Father>  a"d  endow 

to  them  V?her  ,  r0m,  °"  h!gh’  fo  lle  had  intimated 

of  the  ’  r  •  by  thlS’  he  defig,led  the  communication 
ot  the  infpiration  and  miraculous  gifts  of  the  Holv 

Ghost.  But  yejhall  be  baptized  with  the  Holv  GHOST 

not  many  days  hence. \  1  will  pray  the  FATHER ,  and  'he 

J  mil  give  you  another  comforter,  that  he  may  abide  with 

you  for  ever  But  the  COMFORTER,  which  is  the  Holy 

fhail  u  ?hm  *n  \FaTH£S  find  in  my  name,  he 
Jball  teach  you  all  things,  and  bring  all  things  to  your  re - 

membranes,  whatfoeyer  1  have  /aid  unto  you.i  I  have 

many  things  to  fay  unto  you,  but  ye  cannot  bear  them  now  ; 

Howbeit,  when  the  Sp  rit  of  truth  is  come,  he  will  guide 

you  into  all  truth  :  for  he  fall  not  fpeak  of  himfelf,  but 

•whatfoever  he  fall  hear,  that  fall  he  fpeak  :  and  he  will 

foew  you  things  to  come.  He  fhall  glorify  me  ,  for  he 

Jhal  receive  of  mine,  and  fall  few  it  unto  you  A  In 

thefe  molt  remarkable  paffages,  Christ  infallibly 

pro  miles  t0  give  his  apoftles  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  abide 

with  them  forever,  through  the  whole  courfe  of  their 

rniniltry,  to  bring  every  thing  to  their  remembrance, 

which  he  had  faid  to  them  in  his  iiidruaions  and 

preaching,  and  which  he  had  commanded  rhem  to 

preach  unto  others  -,  and  alfo  to  teach  them  all  the 

many  things  which,  as  yet,  lie  had  not  faid  unto  them. 

i!  -49)  Ails  i,  8r  *  Luke  xxiv.  49.  f  Adts  i.  4 

l  John  xiy.  jO,  jo,  §  chap.  xvi.  jj,  13, 14. 
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He  alfo  promifed  that  the  Holy  Ghost  fhould  be  in 
them  a  fpirit  of  prophecy,  to  fhow  them  all  future 
things  to  come,  which  it  was  neceffary  for  them  to 
know,  and  fhow  unto  the  church.  In  the  whole  dif- 
penfation  of  the  gofpel  the  fpirit  was  to  receive  all 
things  which  related  to  Christ,  his  glory  and  king¬ 
dom,  and  reveal  it  unto  them.  Hence  it  is  moll  cer¬ 
tain,  that  they  were  infpired  and  aftifted,  by  the  fpirit 
of  God,  in  all  things  which  they  fpake  and  wrote. 
The  divine  fpirit  was  not  only  to  aftift  them  in  the 
relation  of  all  matters  of  faft,  but  with  refpeft  to  all 
their  do&rines,  the  predi£lion  of  all  future  events, 
and  in  every  thing  which  they  were  to  do  and  teach, 

as  the  apoftles  of  Jesus  Christ. 

3.  THEapoftles  conftantlyteftified,that  they  were  the 
apoftles  and  fervants  of  Christ,  that  they  preached 
the  things  which  God  and  their  Saviour  commanded 
them ;  that  they  fpake  the  word  of  God,  and  the 
very  things  which  were  didlated  by  the  Holy  Ghost. 

The  apoftle  Paul  declares  himfelf  to  he  an  apojlle , 
feparated  unto  the  gofpel  of  God,  and  by  the  will  of  Goz>.# 
An  apofllb  not  of  men,  nor  b  man ,  but  by  JESUS 
Christ  and  God  the  Father ,  who  raifed  him  from 
the  dead.\  The  other  apoftles,  or  writers  of  the  epif- 
tles,  declare  themfelves  to  be  the  apoftles  and  fervants 
of  Christ. 

When  the  apoftles  were  arraigned  before  the  Jewitli 
Sanhedrim,  they  infilled  that  it  was  in  obedience  to 
God  that  they  preached  the  gofpel,  and  that  they  mull 
obey  God  rather  than  men-J  In  like  manner  they  de¬ 
clare  concerning  Christ,  We  are  witnejfes  of  all  things 
that  he  did  both  in  the  land  of  the  Jews ,  and  in  Jerufa- 
lem  ;  whom  they  few ,  and  hanged  on  a  tree .  Him  God 
raifed  up  the  third  day ,  and  foe  wed  him  openly ,  Not  to 
all  the  people  but  unto  witnejfes  chofen  of  Goi >,  even  to  us , 
who  did  eat  and  drink  with  him  after  he  rofe  from  the 
dead .  And  he  commanded  us  to  preach  unto  the  people , 
and  to  tef  ify  that  it  is  he  which  was  ordained  oj  God  to 

*  Rom.  i.  1,  and  ill  and  ad  epiftle  to  the  Corinthians,  at  the 
beginning,  'f  GaLi.  1*  J  Aits  iv.  9,  and  chapter  x.  4a* 
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ff  the  Judge  of  quick  and  dead  *  Tk 

that  the  word  they  fpake  was  cl,  a,fo  teftified, 

the  commandment  of  God.  F  W,*rd  of  .God»  and 

W<?  G°d  without  ceafinv  becaufe  ^  /  ’*  thank 

™ord  of  God  which  ye  heard  o  f,  ^  neehed  the 

*  ™i=  .iS  hth  C  "/"r-t  Tl“  »>»f- 

Jm/f  ^  be  a  prophet,  or  fpirituJ' ,{ r'y  T”  Mnk 
that  the  things  that  I  writ,  *  ”  *  H  h,m  knowledge 

of  the  LoJ.X  Vet  a,7o  T  )0U  u"  ^  C01nmandinents 

Preached,  the  covLnZn/?/  tf  g°fpd  wbich  he 

■And  the  glorious  go /pel  of  the  J, 4/  ft  efer,afng  G004 

affirms,  have^it  fecltff  Indeed  ^ 

lut  /f>e  fpirit  of  God,  that  we  mieh/T  <World* 

are  freely  given  us  of  r  mSht  f  now  the  things 

fpeak  not  in  the  words  whih  °°  -  ^  alfi  we 

'f?  H*  Holy  GfffZfJ 
glorious  things  which  eve  ^  Speaking  of  thofe 
neither  have  entered  into  hiY"0'  ^  nor  ear  heard, 
^  God  hath  revealed then  t  f  man>  h e  %s 
apoftle  John  afierts, UZeofc'o' **  The 

Go"  Gareth  us  ;  he  that  is  £t  of  Go  f l  tbat ,kno'weth 
hereby  know  we  the  fbirit  nf  /  //  ^  heareth  not  us, 

r-»  Hence  it  is  S &'„*/  ^ 

Of  the  New  Teftament  were  infpired  oh'  .?ritinSs 
could  not  have  been  the  comm/j  ’  otherwife  they 

gofpel  of  God  ;  nor  revealed  to  tlL  tmo  files  fnd 
hy  his  spirit.  For  the  e  apo‘tIes  and  fpoken 

'Wclvec,  and  fpoken  of 

not  this  been  the  cafe  wm,IH  T  hls  manner»  had 
higheft  degree  of  vanity  and  orlF  been  the 

wconfiftent  with  the  truth  pref“mptlon>  b“t  wholly 

hrr  p**  : 

^ert  their  finceritv  and  nnr'  uf  ^  r  6  *  ancl  af- 

ing  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to^fcafe  Gon*  ^T*7®  fpeak‘ 
*M,.. _  .  t0JlefeG°°>  and  not  man : 


*  AAs  x.  39,  to  43. 
II  Rom  xvi.  4J>  a6. 
verfes  9,  10. 


\  x3.  J  1C0r.xiv.37. 

k+ITi«.,.ir.  f  1  Cor.fi.  is,  13. 
t  John  iv.  6,  and  chap.  y.  19, 
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and  by  manifefation  of  the  truth  commending  themfelves 
to  every  man's  confcience  in  the  fight  of  Gon-%  They  tes¬ 
tify  that  they  were  fo  far  from  corrupting  the  word  of 
God,  that  they  preached  the  genuine  gofpel  by  the  au¬ 
thority  and  influence  of  God  himfelf,  and  as  in  his 
immediate  prefence.  For  we  are  not  as  many,  which 
corrupt  the  word  of  God  :  but  as  of  fmcerity ,  but  as  of 
GOD,  in  the  fight  of  God  fpeak  we  in  CHRIST.§  The 
apoitle  Peter  affirms  the  fame  eflentially.  For  we  have 
not  followed  cunningly  devifed  fablesy  when  we  made 
known  unto  you  the  coming  of  our  LORD  JESUS  ClIRISTp 
but  were  eye  witnejfes  of  his  majefy.\\ 

5.  Both  our  Saviour  and  his  apoftles  aflert  that 
mankind  (hall  be  judged  by  the  word  and  gofpel 
which  they  preached,  and  the  apoftles  denounce  the 
heavieft  curfes  upon  thofe  who  fhould  preach  any  other 
gofpel  than  they  had  preached,  or  fhould  add  to  it  or 
diminifh  any  thing  from  it. 

Saith  our  Lord,  Fhe  word  that  I  have  fpoken ,  the 
fame  fh all  judge  him  in  the  lajl  day,^f  In  like  manner 
the  apoftle  Paul  ailerts,  Fh  at  God  [hall  judge  the  fecrets 
of  men  by  JESUS  CHRIST  according  to  my  gofpel,*  At 
the  lame  time  he  denounces  perdition  and  the  curfe  of 
God  upon  all  who  (hall  difobey  the  gofpel,  or  preach 
any  other  than  he  preached.  Faking  vengeance  on 
them  that  know  not  God,  and  that  obey  not  the  gofpel  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  s  who  Jbail be punijhtd  with 
everlafing  deJlruBion  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord ,  and 
from  the  glory  of  his  power. \  Fhough  we  or  an  angel 
from  heaven  preach  any  other  gofpel  unto  you,  than  that 
w  die  '  we  have  pi  cached  unto  you ,  let  him  be  accurfed.  He 
fubjoins  the  reafon.  The  gofpel  which  -was  preached  of 
me,  is  not  after  man..  For  1  neither  received  it  of  man 9 
nor  was  I  taught  it,  but  by  the  revelation  of  JESUS 
Christ.%%  What,  in  this  view,  can  be  more  certain, 
than  that  the  whole  of  the  New  Teftament  is  of  di¬ 
vine  original,  fince  it  is  the  rule  of  our  condud  in 


|  1  Cor.  iv.  2,  and  1  TheflT.  ii.  3,  4,  5  <5. 

H  *  ?51ter/r1-.16-  IT  John  xii.  48. 

T  *  Theff,  i,  g,  9.  Gal.  i.  8,  11,  i%9 


§  2  Cor.  ii.  17. 
*  Rom.  ii. 
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life,  and  the  word  by  which  we  fhali  be  eternally  juf- 
tified  or  condemned  at  the  laft  day  *  fince  if  we  cor¬ 
rupt  or  difobey  the  gofpel,  we  fhali  be  forever  accur- 
fed  and  deftroyed  ?  The  awful  manner  in  which  the 
canon  of  fcripture  is  clofed  (Irongly  imprefles  the  fame 
idea.  Fhefe  fayings  are  faithful  and  true.  For  Itefify 
unto  every  man  that  heareth  the  words  of  the  prophecy  of 
this  book,  if  any  man  Jfjall  add  unto  thefe  things ,  God 
fhali  add  unto  him  the  plagues  that  are  written  in  this 
book.  And  if  any  man  fall  take  away  from  the  words  of 
the  book  of  this  prophecy ,  God  fhali  take  away  his  part  out 
of  the  bootz  of  life ,  and  out  of  the  holy  cityy  and  from  the- 
things  which  are  written  in  this  book.  Surely  books  to 
whicn  nothing  may  be  added,  and  from  which  noth¬ 
ing  can  be  taken,  but  upon  fuch  awful  and  endlefs 

penalties,  muft  have  been  divinely  written  in  all  their 
parts. 

From  this  view  of  our  fubjedf,  a  number  of  re¬ 
marks,  highly  important  and  pra&ical,  offer  them- 
felves.  Particularly, 

I.  I  hat  all  objections  againfl  the  infpiration  of  the 
whole  canon  of  fcripture  are  wholly  invalid. 

Objections  againft  fuch  ftrong  and  determinate 
evidence  are  unreasonable  ;  efpecially,  objeaions 
which  make  the  facred  writers  inconfiftent  with  them- 
felves,  and  to  contradi£t  the  exprefs  promifes  of  our 
Lohd. 

When  therefore,  the  apoftle  fays,  1  Corinthians 
vii.  6,  12,  25,  I fpeak  this  by  permifJtony  and  not  of  com¬ 
mandment  ;  and  to  the  ref  fpeak  I  not  the  Lord  :  and 
Concerning  virgins  1  have  no  commandment ,  we  are  by 
no  means  to  underhand,  that  he  did  not  then  fpeak  un¬ 
der  the  guidance  of  the  divine  Spirit.  His  meaning, 
doubtlels  was,  that,  in  thefe  cafes,  he  had  no  previ¬ 
ous,  exprefs  command  of  Christ,  as  he  had  in  the 
cafe  of  a  man’s  putting  away  his  wife,  or  a  wife’s  de¬ 
parting  from  her  hufband,  to  which  he  had  leference 
in  the  tenth  and  eleventh  v^rfes.  To  underhand  him 
otherwife  would  contradift  the  promifes  of  Christ  to 
his  apoftles,  and  their  folemn  declarations,  that  the 


•v 


Dis.  9. 


OF  THE  SCRIPTUK.es. 


10  f 


things  they  fpake  were  the  commandments  of 
the  Lord.  The  queltions  propofed  to  the  apoftle 
refpedted  conduct  in  which  the  order,  and  peace  ol: 
the  church  and  of  families,  the  convenience  and  com¬ 
fort  of  individuals,  and  even  morality  itfelf  were 
deeply  concerned.  Can  it  be  fuppofed  that  in  fuch 
cafes,  Christ  would  leave  his  people  without  infalli¬ 
ble  diredlion  ?  Beiides,  the  apollle  infills,  that,  even 
in  the  very  cafes,  concerning  which  he  fays  he  fpake 
by  permiffion  and  not  by  commandment ,  he  gave  his  judg¬ 
ment  as  one  who  had  obtained  mercy  of  the  L  ORD  to  be  faith¬ 
ful  ;  that  he  fpake  for  the  profit  of  the  Corinthians, 
for  that  which  is  comely ,  and  that  they  might  attend  upon 
the  LORD  without  difiraElion.  But  how  could  he  affert 
thefe  things  if  he  was  not  guided  by  the  divine  fpirit  ? 
Further  he  clofes  the  chapter  in  this  manner,  1  think 
alfo  I  have  the  fpirit  of  God.*  The  apollle  moil  cer¬ 
tainly  knew  when  he  had  the  fpirit  of  God,  otherwife 
neither  he  himfelf,  nor  others  could  depend  on  what 
he  wrote.  When  therefore,  in  his  own  opinion,  he 
was  guided  by  the  fpirit,  who  will  be  fo  bold,  as  to 
fay  he  was  not  ?  Efpecially,  when  he  confiders  how 
foon  after,  he  demands  of  all  who  were  prophets  and 
fpiritual,  that  they  fhould  acknowledge,  that  the 
things  which  he  wrote  unto  the  Corinthians,  without 
making  the  leal!  exception,  were  the  commandments  of 
the  Lord,  f  J 

With  refpedl  to  the  objedlions,  that  in  many  in- 
ftances,  the  apoftles  and  evangelifts  needed  no  infpira- 
tion,  as  they  knew  the  fadls  and  were  mailers  of  the 
fubjedl  without  it ;  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  fliip  wreck  of 
St.  Paul,^  at  the  Ifland  of  Malta,  and  of  the  cloke, 
books,  and  parchments,  concerning  which  he  wrote  to 
Timothy  in  his  fecond  epiftle  ;  and  that  there  are,  in 
the  facred  books,  many  little  things  of  fo  fmall  confe- 
quence,  that  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  there  was  any 

*  The  Greek  word  Boko,  here  rendered  I  think,  is  often 
iiled  to  exprefs  things  pofiuvely  with  entire  confidence.  As  ir 
Luke  xvn.  9.  Arisxy.  25,  28,  and xxyh  9.  f  x  Cor.  xiv 
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divine  fuperintendency  refpeding  them,  it  may  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  a  divine  fuperintendency  and  guidance 
were  neceffary,  not  only  to  afcertain  fads,  but  to  in- 
ftrud  the  facred  writers  what  fads  to  record,  and  in 
what  manner  to  reprefent  them.  The  apoftle  Paul 
it  feems  fufFered  other  fhipwrecks  befide  that  at  Malta, 
when  he  was  in  perils  of  waters,  and  a  night  and  a 
day  in  the  deep.*  Our  Saviour  did  and  faid  many 
things  which  are  not  witten  by  the  evangelifts.  Why 
they  have  not  been  written,  has  been  doubtlefs  owing 
to  a  divine  fuperintendency.  The  manner  of  writing 
gives  much  credit  to  what  is  written  and  tends  greatly 
to  the  inftrudion  and  edification  of  the  reader.  As 
the  apoftles  were  generally  illiterate  men  they  certain¬ 
ly  needed  afliflance  in  thefe  vefpeds.  The  admirable 
manner  in  which  they  have  written,  (hows  that  they 
were  uncommonly  aflified.  They  have  not  only  writ- 
teen  grammatically,  but  in  thefmoft  natural  and  eafy 
manner,  with  a  kind  of  inimitable  fimplicity  and  beau¬ 
ty.  Further,  it  may  be  obferved,  with  refped  to  the 
voyage  and  fhipwreck  of  St.  Paul  in  the  Mediterranean, 
that  though  the  voyage  and  fhipwreck  were  certainly 
known,  yet  it  is  not  at  all  probable  that  Paul,  or  Luke 
were  eye  witneffes  to  all  the  fads  and  circumftances 
related  refpeding  them,  or  that  they  could  have  had 
fuch  perfed  knowledge  of  them  all,  as  to  have  related 
them  without  miftake,  unlefs  they  had  been  extraordi¬ 
narily  afiifted.  Certainly  they  could  not  have  given 
the  fpeeches,  which  were  made  on  the  occafion,  in 
the  fame  words,  nor,  at  any  diftance  of  time,  have 
been  able  to  have  related  all  the  circumftances,  even 
had  they  known  them  at  the  firft.  The  fame  obferva- 
tions  will  hold  true  with  refped  to  other  fads  and  their 
attendant  circumftances. 

With  refped  to  the  cloke,  books,  and  parchments, 
the  diredions  given  concerning  them,  in  any  view  we 
can  take  of  them,  afford  important  inftrudion.  If 
thefe  contained  his  freedom  and  privileges,  as  a  Roman 

*  %  Cor.  xi.  i$r  26* 
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citizen,  copies  of  the  letter  of  the  chief  captain  Lyfias* 
of  the  opinion  of  Felix,  Feftus,  and  king  Agrippa 
concerning  his  cafe,  they  were  of  great  importance  in 
his  approaching  trial  before  Nero,  and  teach  us  that 
Chriftians  have  civil  rights  and  ought  to  plead  them  no 
lefs  than  other  men  :  That  they  were  not  to  make  light 
of  their  lives,  but  when  unjuftly  impeached,  to  take 
«very  lawful  meafure  to  vindicate  themfelves,  and  if 
they  were  condemned  and  fufFered,  to  make  it  appear* 
to  the  encouragement  and  benefit  of  the  church,  and 
the  honor  of  their  Redeemer,  that  they  died  for  no 
immorality,  or  crime  againft  the  ftate,  but  merely  as 
martyrs  in  the  glorious  caufe  of  religion.  If  thefe 
books  and  parchments  contained  copies  of  his  epiflles 
to  the  churches,  as  well  as  other  matters  neceflary  for 
him  upon  his  trial,  they  were  of  ftill  greater  concern¬ 
ment.  The  directions  (how  the  apoftles*  concern  for 
the  churches,  fo  to  take  care  of  his  writings  and  to 
difpofe  of  them,  as  well  as  fo  to  die,  as  fhould  be  moft 
for  theirgoodand  the  divineglory.  The  apoftle  Paul  was 
an  important  character  ;  his  example  was  of  great 
confideration  to  the  church,  in  its  then  infant  ftate* 
and  it  needed  all  the  inftruction  which  it  afforded. 
Who  then  may  determine  that  the  wifdom  and  good- 
nefs  of  the  divine  fpirit  were  not  concerned  and  in¬ 
fluential  in  thefe  very  directions  ? 

As  to  the  little  things  objected  againft  it  may  be 
anfwered,  that  there  are  innumerable  little  circumftan- 
ces  and  coincidences  in  thefacred  writings  which  great¬ 
ly  contribute  to  their  credibility,*  and  numerous  others 
which  ferve  more  fully  .to  elucidate  the  fubject,  and  to 
render  it  beautiful  and  entertaining.  That  there  are 
any  which  do  not  anfwer  thefe,  or  fome  other  valua¬ 
ble  purpofe,  he  muft  indeed  be  a  bold  man  to  affirm. 
Nor  can  it,  with  the  leaft  reafon,  be  pretended,  that 
it  is  any  difparagement  to  him  who  clothes  the  grafs 
with  its  verdure,  and  gives  to  the  tulip  and  to  every 
flower,  which  bloffoms  in  the  garden  and  in  the  fields, 

*  This  may  be  fees  ingcnioufly  illuftrated'in  Paley'sHone 
Paulina;. 
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its -colors  and  beauties,  to  extend  his  fuperintendingin- 
fluence  to  the  leaft  matters  in  that  book,  in  the  com- 
pofition  of  which  his  own  eternal  honors,  and  thehap.. 
pinefs  cf  millions  of  immortal  creatures  are  concerned. 

I  am  not  infenfible  that  it  will  be  further  objected, 
that  there  are  fome  real  mi  (lakes  in  the  facred  canon, 
and  therefore  itcould  not  have  all  been  infpired.  Should 
it  be  conceded,  that  there  are  fome  fmall  miftakes,  as 
to  numbers  and  with  refpeCt  to  fome  fmall  words,  it 
does  not  by  any  means  prove,  that  the  whole  of  the 
fcripture  was  not  infpired.  Thefe  little  miftakes,  al¬ 
terations,  or  deficiencies  undoubtedly  have  happened, 
io  far  as  tnere  are  any,  through  the  imperfection  of 
tranfcribers.  Confidering  the  exceeding  difficulty 
which  there  is  in  making  a  perfect  copy  of  any  confid- 
erable  work,  and  in  what  innumerable  inftances  the 
bible  has  been  tranfcribed,  it  is  admirable  that  no  ef- 
fential  mi  (lake  is  to  be  found.  In  all  the  different 
readings,  there  is  no  fuch  deficiency  or  alteration,  as 
to  effect  or  alter  a  fingle  doCtrine,  duty,  promife,  or 
threatening  contained  in  the  facred  books.  This  can 
be  afcribed  to  nothing  but  the  watchful  care  of  divine 
providence. 

In  our  Saviour’s  day,  that  the  Old  Teftament 
icriptures  were  a  divine  word,  moft  certainly  to  be  de¬ 
pended  on,  is  moft  evident  from  the  teftimony  both 
of  Christ  and  his  apoftles.  From  that,  to  the  pref- 
ent  time,  Jews  and  Chriflians  have  been  aconftant  guard 
upon  each  other,  with  refpect  to  the  Old  Teftament, 
to  prevent  even  the  leaft  interpolation  or  alteration. 

"W ith  refpeCt  to  the  New  Teftament  it  has  been  in 
fo  many  hands,  and  in  fo  many  parts  of  the  world, 
and  there  have  been  fo  many  feCtaries  among  Chriflians, 
who  have  kept  a  moft  watchful  and  jealous  eye  upon 
each  other,  even  from  the  beginning,  that  it  would 
have  been  impoffible  for  any  material  alteration  to  have 
been  made  in  it  without  immediate  detection.  No  in¬ 
terpolations  could  poffibly  have  been  made,  nor  any 
parts  of  the  fcriptures  been  expunged,  without  difcov- 
ery,  unlefs  there  had  been  an  alteration  of  all  the  cop- 
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ies  of  them,  in  the  various  parts  of  the  world ;  nor 
without  a  general  combination  of  Jews  and  Gentiles, 
and  of  Chriftiansof  all  fe£ts  and  denominations.  For 
had  any  genuine  copies  remained,  or  had  there  been 
any  fociety  or  denomination  of  Chriflians,  or  any 
number  of  honelt  men  upon  earth,  who  were  not  in 
the  combination,  they  would  at  once  have  detected 
the  general  wickedneis.  Nay,  all  the  spoliates  from 
Chriftianity,  and  all  the  enemies  of  it,  who  had  ever 
been  acquainted  with  the  facred  writings,  mull  alfo 
have  been  in  the  general  combination,  and  perfons  o£ 
all  thefe  defcriptions  univerfally  mult  have  kept  the  fecret, 
or  the  corruptions  would  have  been  difcovered,  and 
the  time*  when  they  were  made  particularly  noticed. 

Besides,  the  doctrines  and  duties  of  religion  are  fo 
interfperfed  through  all  parts  of  the  fcriptures,  that 
no  confiderable  alteration  could  have  been  made  ref- 
pe&ing  them,  without  altering  the  whole  bible.  Were 
any  dodlrines  taught,  or  duties  enjoined,  expunged  in 
fome  places,  they  would  appear  in  numerous  others  5 
and  were  errors  here  and  there  inferted,  they  would 
every  where  elfe  be  condemned. 

Further  there  are  a  great  number  of  very  ancient 
manufcripts  both  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftaments 
preferved  in  the  public  libraries  of  Chriftendom  with 
which  both  have  been  moll  diligently  compared.* 

In  a  word,  lince  God  has  determined  to  make  a 
revelation  of  his  will  to  mankind,  it  is  certain  that  Ills 
purpofe  has  not  been,  nor  can  be  defeated.  We 
have,  moll  certainly,  a  Jure  word  oj  prophecy  to  which 
it  infinitely  concerns  us  to  take  heed ,  as  unto  a  light 
-which  fhineth  in  a  dark  place>  until  the  day  dawn  and  the 
day  Jlar  arije  in  our  hearts . 

*  Dr.  Kennicott,  within  the  prefent  century,  collated  the 
Old  Teft  ament  with  a  thouiand  or  more  ancient  and  moil  au¬ 
thentic  Hebrew  manufcripts.  In  the  New  Tellament  there  is 
not  a  ungie  verfe  but  what  can  be  pr  oved  to  have  been  found  in 
-the  moit  ancient  and  approved  manufcripts.  See  Travis’  let¬ 
ters. to  Gibbon. 
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II.  We  remark  the  entire  inconfiftency  of  all  femi- 
tdeills,  whether  Socinians  or  others,  who  deny  the  in¬ 
spiration  and  authority  of  fome  parts  of  the  Scrip¬ 
tures,  while  they  maintain  the  authenticity  of  others  5 
and  infift  that  the  apoftles  are  to  be  depended  on  as  to 
matters  of  fa&,  but  not  as  to  points  of  do&rine. 

Since  both  Christ  and  his  apodles  have  fo  amply 
attefted  the  infpiration  of  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old 
T  edament  without  the  lead  exception  to  any  part  of 
it,  to  deny  the  authenticity  of  any  of  its  books,  or 
parts,  is  at  once  to  charge  them  with  miftake,  and 
with  bearing  fabe  witnels  for  God.  hut  if  they  were 
midaken  in  this  great  point,  how  can  they  be  depend¬ 
ed  on  in  any  other  ?  Their  character  is  ruined,  as  to 
their  being  infpired  and  infallible  teachers.  The  apof¬ 
tles  have  atteded  the  truth  of  their  do£rines,  as 
ilrongly  as  they  have  the  fa£ls  which  they  reported 
concerning  Christ  and  the  gofpel.  If  they  have 
been  midaken  in  one  they  are  not  to  be  credited  in  the 
other.  Hence  there  is  the  utmod  inconfidency,  in 
Relieving  the  New  Tedament  and  rejecting  the  Old, 
or  any  part  of  it  ;  in  believing  the  hidorical,  and  de¬ 
nying  the  do£lrinal  part  of  the  New  Tedament. 
There  is  alfo  a  grand  abfurdity  in  intimations  and  pre¬ 
tences  that  the  New  Tedament  may  be  proved  to  be 
authentic,  though  the  divinity  of  the  Old  fhould  be 
given  up  :  For  as  the  authors  of  the  New  have  equally 
stteded  the  Old,  we  can  by  no  means  depend  on  their 
tedimony  with  refpecl  to  the  New,  if  they  have  been 
miftaken  with  refpecl  to  the  former.  Indeed,  if  the 
evidence  arifmg  from  miracles,  the  fulfilment  of  proph¬ 
ecy,  the  internal  fignatures  of  divinity,  and  the  tedi¬ 
mony  of  the  whole  jewifh  church  fail  with  refpedl  to 
the  proof  of  the  Old  Tedament,  by  what  arguments 
fhall  we  prove  the  New  -? 

Nothing  can  be  more  abfurd  and  pernicious,  than 
fuch  fentiments.  The  authors  of  them  are  not  only 
femi-deids  already,  but  their  principles  dire£lly  lead 
to  a  total  difbelief  of  all  revelation,  and  an  entire  fub- 
yerhon  of  Chriftianity,  They  in  dfefl  render  the 
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fcriptures  ufelefs,  even  while  they  pretend  to  believe 
them  in  part :  for  every  man  will  be  his  own  choofer, 
and  will  be  fure  to  believe  nothing  which  thwarts  his 
own  corrupt  opinions  and  lulls.  They  indeed  deftroy 
all  proper  reverence  for  the  divine  word,  and  lead  to 
every  thing  licentious  in  faith  and  morals.  Men  of 
this  character  clearly  exhibit  their  hatred  of  the  true 
fcriptures,  and  of  God  their  author  ;  they  do  an  in¬ 
calculable  injury  to  religion,  to  individuals,  to  their 
own  families  and  the  community  :  and  as  they  neither 
believe,  nor  obey  the  gofpel,  are  in  danger  of  everlafling 
deflrudlion  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord  and  the 
glory  of  his  power. 

IIL  How  ought  thisfubjedf  to  imprefs  on  our  minds 
an  entire  confidence  in  all  parts  of  the  fcriptures,  and  the 
mod  facred  regard  to  them  as  the  word  of  God  which 
abideth  forever;  and  at  the  fame  time  to  awaken  in 
us  the  utmoll  fear  and  delegation  of  all  fentiments, 
books,  and  men,  who  would  perfuade  us  that  any  part 
of  the  fcriptures  are  cunningly  devifed  fables,  or  the 
compofitions  and  opinions  of  mere  fallible  men.  The 
importance  of  receiving  the  fcriptures,  and  the  gofpel 
preached  according  to  them,  as  the  word  of  God,  and 
not  of  men,  is  far  beyond  all  calculation.  Could  this 
once  be  the  cafe  the  efFedls  would  indeed  be  wonderful 
and  happy.  A  thus  smth  the  Lord,  has  infi¬ 
nitely  more  power  to  awaken,  to  comfort,  and  imprefs 
on  the  mind  the  obligations  to  morality,  than  all  the 
philofophers,  moralifts,  and  fine  reafonings  of  all  the 
mere  men  upon  earth.  This  fhort  fentence,  1  will  be 
tby  GODy  affords  a  nobler  fecurity,  and  conveys  afar 
richer  and  more  incorruptible  inheritance,  than  all  the 
teftaments,  deeds  of  gift,  and  human  conveyances  ever 
written.  How  much  more  precious  are  fingle  lines 
and  fentences,  in  the  fcriptures,  than  thoufands  of 
gold  and  filver  ?  Were  it  realized  that  they  are  indeed 
the  true  fayings  of  GODy  would  minifters  be  fo  daring 
as  to  take  a  text  from  the  prophets,  Jesus  Christ, 
or  his  apoflles,.  and  preach  Socrates,  Plato,  Lord 
Pried,  ly,  or  themfelves  ?  Would  anymanpre* 
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fume  to  preach  another  gofpel,  than  Paul  preached 
lelt  he  fhould  be  eternally  curfed  ?  Would  not  men  of 
all  charaders  highly  venerate  the  fcriptures,  make  them 
their  meditation  by  day  and  night  ?  How  careful  would 
they  be  to  form  their  opinions,  their  faith,  and  hope, 
and  to  regulate  all  their  condud  by  the  divine  word  ? 
How  fteadfaft  and  immoveable  would  Chriftians  be, 
always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord  ?  How  joy¬ 
ful  in  hope  ?  How  thankful  for  a  divine  word  on 
which  to  build  their  hopes,  and  reft  their  eternal  all. 
How  w  ould  they  fear  and  flee  all  books  and  men,  which 
would  fap  the  foundations  of  their  comfort  and  beguile 
them  of  their  hopes.  It  is  the  deflgn,  the  whole  ten¬ 
dency  of  this  difcourfe,  by  the  divine  blefting,  to  ef- 
fed  thefe  pradicai,  and  glorious  purpofes. 

IV.  Let  none  of  us  content  ouifelves  with  a  mere 
hiftorical  belief  or  the  fcriptures,  but  be  deeply  con¬ 
cerned  immediately  to  believe  to  the  faving  of  our  fouls. 

1here  is  a  faith  which  is  ineffectual.  It  is  alone, 
not  accompanied  with  good  works.  Even  the  devils 
believe  and  tremble.  There  is  often  a  convidion  of 
tne  truth  where  there  is  no  love,  or  reconciliation  of 
heart  to  it.  There  is  therefore  the  higheft  neceflity 
that  we  fhould  believe  with  the  heart,  with  that  faith 
which  purifies  it  and  works  by  love.  The  law  muft  be* 
written  upon  our  hearts,  and  the  duties  which  it  re¬ 
quires  exhibited  in  our  lives.  Allure  ycurfelves,  that 
you  muft  not  only  be  hearers,  but  doers  of  the  word 
that  you  may  be  bleffed  in  your  deeds.  Be  in  earneft 
to  be  thus  bleffed.  Take  heed  to  your  way  according 
to  the  word  of  God.  Study  the  dodrines  and  duties 
which  it  teaches,  the  principles  and  aims  from  which 
it  requires  us  to  ad  \  hear  its  counfels  and  warnings, 
embrace  its  gracious  promifes  and  overtures  ;  and  let 
your  attendance  on  all  its  ordinances  be  conftant,  de¬ 
vout,  and  fincere.  Without  delay,  be  Chriftians  in¬ 
deed.  Then  all  the  immenfeconfolations  and  bleflmgs 
of  the 'gofpel  will  be  yours.  All  things,  in  the  whole 
compafsof  nature,  in  time  and  eternity,  fMlbe  gov* 
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erned  for  your  good.*  Your  fellowfhip  will  be  with 
the  Father  and  with  his  Son  Jesus  Christ.-)*  The 
peace  of  God,  which  pafleth  underftanding,  will  keep 
your  hearts.  Saith  the  Redeemer,  If  a  man  love  me 
he  will  keep  my  words  >•  and  my  Father  will  love  him>  and 
we  will  come  unto  himy  and  make  our  abode  with  hi?n.% 
How  biejjed  are  they  that  do  his  commandments  P  That 
they  may  have  a  right  unto  the  tree  of  lifey  and  may  enter 
in  through  the  gates  into  the  city  P§  Amen. 

*  Rom.  viii.  38.  1  Cor.  iii.  22,  33.  f  1  John  i.  3 
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ISAIAH  Ivii.  14. 

CAST  ye  up ,  cafi  ye  up ,  prepare  the  way,  take  up  the 
fumbling  block  out  of  the  auay  of  my  people . 

WHATEVER  literal  or  primary  reference  thefe 
words  may  have  to  Cyrus,  or  the  children  of 
Ifrael,  to  the  calling  up  and  preparing  of  the  roads  for 
the  marching  and  victories  of  the  former,  or  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  latter  from  Babylon  to  Zion,  they  have 
doubtlefs  a  more  fpiritual  andimportant  meaning.  Cy¬ 
rus,  as  deliverer  of  the  captivated  Ifraelites,  and  their 
return  to  the  holy  land  were  typical  of  the  Messiah 
and  his  great  falvation.  The  words  therefore  ulti¬ 
mately  relate  to  him,  and  the  return  of  mankind,  by 
him,  to  the  heavenly  Jerufalem.  They  therefore,  in 
the  mod  forcible  manner,  enjoin  the  removal  of  all 
objed ions  and  impediments  in  the  way  of  men’s  be¬ 
lieving  the  gofpel  and  returning  to  God  by  Jesus 
Christ.  The  doubling  and  even  trebling  of  the  com¬ 
mand,  and  the  accumulation  of  words  to  reprefent  the 
iame  duty,  are  expreflive  of  its  immenfe  importance. 
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They  (how  that  no  pains  fhould  be  fpared  to  remove 
and  prevent  all  occafions  of  (tumbling  and  offence. 
If  it  was  the  duty  of  the  pioneers  to  mend  the  ways,, 
fill  up  the  deep  places,  and  make  the  rough  fmooth* 
that  there  might  be  nothing  on  which  the  feeble  or 
dim-fighted  might  (tumble,  how  much  more  ought 
public  teachers  and  all  Chriftians,  as  far  as  may  be,  to 
remove  all  occafions  of  (tumbling  out  of  the  way  of 
men’s  embracing  the  gc-fpe!  ? 

This  was  the  great  work  of  John,  the  harbinger  of 
our  Lord,  to  prepare  his  way,  to  make  his  paths 
(trait  and  the  rough  places  plain.'*  Every  principle  of 
benevolence,  all  the  commands  to  love  and  do  good  to 
our  neighbour,  neither  to  do,  nor  fuffer  any  thing  by 
•which  our  brother  maybe  offended,  (fumbled,  or  made 
weak,f  challenge  this  duty.  The  divine  honor,  the 
ineltimable  worth  of  fouls,  and  the  importance  of 
their  falvation  make  the  fame  challenge. 

It  will  be  therefore  acting  in  character,  as  a  public' 
teacher,  a  Chriftian  and  friend  to  the  human  race,  to 
the  infidel,  the  weak,  and  ignorant,  to  remove  objec¬ 
tions  and  difficulties  and  to  make  the  way  of  falvation 
as  plain  as  poffible. 

This  indeed  has  been  attempted  in  the  preceding  dif- 
courfes.  The  faCts  and  arguments,  refpeCting  Chrif- 
tianity,  have  been  fo  dated  and  managed,  as  to  prevent 
or  remove  many  objections,  foas  to  furniffi  an  anfwer 
to  others,  or  to  (how  them  to  be  impertinent  and  ri« 
diculous.  Some  other  principal  ones,  which  came 
naturally  in  the  way,  in  the  courfe  of  the  foregoing 
fermons,  have  been  particularly  noticed,  and  anfwers 
have  been  attempted. 

Others  however  there  are,  which  did  not  naturally 
fall  under  any  part  of  the  preceding  difeuffions,  which 
it  may  be  ufeful  to  confider. 

I*  It  is  objected,  that  the  bible  is  a  book  of  myf- 
teries  entirely  incomprehenfible  by  the  human  mind  : 
That  contrary  to  nature  every  thing  in  this  is  marvel- 

^  Ifaiah  xl.  3,  and  Matth  iii.  3,  -j*  Rom.  xbv  13,  zx* 
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lous  and  unfearchable.  Hence  it  is  urged,  that  it  is 
incredible. 

It  is  readily  conceded,  that  great  is  the  myflery  of 
Godlinefs .  But,  in  this  refpeft,  the  fcriptures  are,  by 
no  means,  contrary  to  nature.  Nay,  there  is  a  perfect 
analogy  between  them.  At  the  fame  time  they  equal¬ 
ly  c'orrefpond  with  reafon.  Is  not  this  the  fir  ft  and 
moll  natural  languageoi:  the  heart,  in  view  of  the  di¬ 
vine  operations,  in  the  creation  and  government  of 
the  world,  Great  and  marvellous  are  thy  workr>  Lord 
God  Almighty  J*  Can  any  man  contemplate  him- 
felf,  the  fearful,  and  wonderful  manner  in  which  he  is 
made,  and  not  adopt  the  language  of  the  pfalmift  ? 
Marvellous  are  thy  works }  afid  that  my  foul  knoweth  right 
well  /f  Are  tnere  any  of  the  works  of  nature,  even 
the  lead,  the  atom,  the  tulip  or  the  worm,  which  do 
not  contain  myfteries  which  no  philofopher  can  ex¬ 
plain  ?  If  therefore  the  works  of  divine  grace,  and 
God's  moral  government  of  the  world,  exhibited  in 
the  fcriptures,"  are  incomprehenfible  and  marvellous, 
they  are  perfe&ly  analogous  to  all  his  other  works,  and, 
in  this  refpedt,  bear  the  fame  fignatures  of  his  divinity. 
They  are  juft  fuch  as  reafon  and  the  works  of  nature 
teach  us  to  expeft  and  believe  from  an  infinite  God. 
If  therefore  we  will  difbelieve  the  fcriptures,  becaufe 
they  contain  myderies,  we  mud,  on  the  fame  princi¬ 
ples,  difbelieve  our  own  exidence,  and  the  exidence 
of  every  thing  in  the  natural  world.  We  cannot  be¬ 
lieve  our  own  actions  :  That  by  a  fingle  volition  we 
can  move  any  joint  or  limb  of  our  bodyr  :  For  nothing 
is  more  incomprehenfible,  than  the  influence  of  mere 
fpirit  on  corporeal  fubdances.  Nay,  the  principle  will 
land  us  in  Atheifm.  For  wholly  fearching  can  jind  out 
GOD?  Canf  thou  find  out  the  ALMIGHTY  unto  perfec¬ 
tion  The  deidical  creed,  that  there  is  a  felf-exident, 
infinite,  eternal  God,  contains  articles, as  myderious  as 
any  in  divine  revelation.  Even  the  do&rines  of  the 
trinity,  of  the  incarnation  of  the  fon  of  God  and  of 

*  Rev.  xv,  3.  f  Pfalm  cxxxix.  14.  £  Job  xi .  7. 
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the  refurreCUon  of  the  dead  are  not  more  incompre- 
henfible.  Deifts  are  perfectly  inconfiftent  in  object¬ 
ing  to  the  credibility  of  the  fcripVures,  on  the  account 
of  their  mylteries,  while  they  believe  either  the  exift- 
ence  of  God  or  themfelves.  Indeed  if  men  will  be¬ 
lieve  nothing  but  what  their  (hallow  minds  can  com¬ 
prehend,  they  mult  be  (keptics  and  doubt  of  every 
thing.  3 

Further,  it  ought  to  be  obferved,  that  though 
there  are  myfteries  in  the  fcriptures,  as  might  be  ex- 
peded  in  a  book  revealing  the  counfels  and  works  of 
an  infinite  God,  yet  they  make  the  path  of  duty  fo 
plain,  that  fools  need  not  err  therein *  All  the  effential 
dodrines  and  duties  of  the  gofpel  are  moft  clearly 
and  amply  revealed.  If  there  be  any  obfcurities,  in 
any  particular  paffages,  they  are  explained  and  made 
clear  by  others.  He  may  run  that  readeth.\  We  fee 
therefore,  the  exceeding  inconfiftency  and  imperti¬ 
nence  of  all  objections  of  this  kind.  The  very  cir- 
cum  dance  objected  againft,  that  the  fcriptures  contain 
things  myfterious  and  unfearchable,  affords  additional 
evidence,  that  they  are  divine.  Were  it  otherwife 
they  would  not  bear  fuch  (hiking  refemblances  of  him 
whole  judgments  are  unfearchable,  and  his  ways  pa  ft: 
finding  out,  as  are  now  impreffed  upon  them. 

2.  Deists  objeCt,  that  the  language  of  the  fcrip- 
ture  is  obfolete  ;  and  in  Come  inftances  immodeft ; 
and  that  the  facred  writers  have  not  attended  to  a 

proper  airangement  of  the  feveral  parts  of  their  in- 
itruChons  and  prophecies. 

i  o  this  it  is  natural  to  reply,  that  the  great  anti¬ 
quity  of  the  language  of  the  Old  Teftament  fcriptures 
the  manner  in  which  they  are  written,  the  bold  and 
linking  figures  with  which  they  abound,  agreeable  to 
the  manner  of  the  eaftern  nations,  and  of  all  nations 
where  language  is  m  its  infancy,  are  ftrong  evidences 
of  their  antiquity  and  genuinenefs.  That  the  New 
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Teftament  was  written  in  the  Greek  language  as  it 
was  commonly  ufed  by  contemporary  authors,  and 
that  the  facred  penmen  have  given  the  fame  names  to 
cities,  places,  and  countries,  which  they  bore  at  the 
time  wrhen  they  wrote,  and  which  long  fmce  have  been 
changed,  is  a  circumdance  corroborating  the  evidence, 
that  their  writings  are  authentic  and  genuine.  But 
had  the  fcriptures  been  written  in  modern  dyle,  and 
according  to  the  prefent  rules  of  order  and  compofi- 
tion,  which,  many  ages  fince,  have  been  the  work  of 
art  and  improvement,  this  would,  at  once,  have  be¬ 
trayed  the  writers,  and  have  given  clear  evidence* 
that  they  were  never  written  at  the  time  when  the 
£a£ts  related  are  reported  to  have  taken  place.  Infi¬ 
dels  then  would  have  clamored,  that  the  very  flyle  and 
compofition  of  the  fcriptures  proclaimed  them  to  be 
fpurious.  But  as  they  have  been  written  they  bear 
all  the  marks  of  antiquity  which  they  claim  ;  and,  in 
thefe  refpedts,  exhibit  the  ftrongeft  evidence  of  their 
authenticity  and  purity. 

Besides,  with  refpe£t  to  order,  there  are  very  dif¬ 
ferent  tades  and  opinions.  Scarcely  any  two  writers 
adopt  the  fame.  Thofe  who  have  a  full  view  of  their 
fubje£l,  and  know  the  tadeof  the  age,  and  the  capa¬ 
cities  of  the  particular  people  to* whom  they  write, 
are  by  far  the  heft  judges  of  what  order  and  dyie  are 
the  mod  proper.  Thefe  mud  be  agreeable  to  the 
tade  and  circumdances  of  the  people  to  be  addrefled. 
What  man  of  common  fenfe  would  adopt  the  fame 
'  order  and  dyle  in  an  addrefs  to  the  Laplanders  or  A- 
merican  Indians,  which  he  would  in  one  to  Congrefs, 
or  to  any  polidied  and  learned  auditory  ? 

With  refpeft  to  modedy,  that  language  which  is 
moded  in  one  age, is  not  fo  in  another.  Words  which 
half  a  century  ago  were  edeemed  chade,  are  not 
judged  convenient  in  modern  language.  Indeed  words 
which  in  the  mod  polidied  circles,  would  be  noticed 
as  indelicate,  are  not  fo  edeemed  among  the  vulgar  * 
and,  in  them,  excite  no  unchade  nor  difagreeable 
feelings.  Indeed  the  fame  words  almoft  entirely 


Dis.  io. 


OBJECTIONS  REMOVED. 


219 


change  their  meaning  in  a  few  ages ;  and  that  authors 
may  be  underftood,  they  muft  write  in  the  language 
of  their  own  times. 

But  even  granting  that  fome  fcripture  words  are 
become  obfolete,  and  that  the  order  and  ftyle  are  not 
the  beft,  who,  except  an  infidel,  would  ever  have  of¬ 
fered  it  as  an  obje&ion  to  the  truth  of  divine  revela¬ 
tion  ?  Are  not  ancient  laws  and  authors,  as  fully 
credited  as  modern,  notwithftanding  the  obfoletenefs 
of  the  words  and  ftyle  ?  Is  ancient  hiftory  the  lefs  cred¬ 
ible  becaufe  it  is  not  written  in  the  order  and  language 
of  modern  times  ?  Why  then  do  all  modern  hiftorians 
write  from  them  ?  Notwithftanding  the  want  of  or¬ 
der  and  good  ftyle  in  ancient  hiftories,  records,  laws* 
and  manufcripts,  they  are  efteemed  no  lefs  authentic, 
by  the  univerfal  con-fen t  and  pra&ice  of  mankind. 
They  are  as  fubftantial  vouchers  for  the  truth,  and  as 
valid  and  pleadable  in  all  courts  of  judicature,  as 
modern  ones.  All  the  credibility  of  modern  writers, 
with  refpect  to  the  ancient  affairs  of  the  world,  de¬ 
pends  on  ancient  hiftory,  written  without  the  order  or 
ftyle  of  modern  ages.  Is  not  this  object  ion  therefore* 
in  every  view  of  it,  highly  abfurd  ?  Indeed  the  whole 
honor  of  it  is  ceded  to  deiftical  writers.  None  but 
men  of  their  ingenuity  and  fertility  at  cavilling  would 
ever  have  conceived  one  fo  futile  and  oppofite  to  the 
common  fen fe  and  univerfal  praHice  of  mankind. 

Further,  it  is  but  juft  to  obferve,  that  notwith¬ 
ftanding  the  antiquity  of  the  feriptures,  they  abound 
Witn  a  fublimity  of  language  and  fentiment,  and  with, 
a  beauty  and  fimplicity  of  deferipfion  and  narration, 
which  are  unrivalled  by  any  ancient  writings.  Noth¬ 
ing  is  to  be  found,  in  Ilefiod,  Homer,  Virgil,  or  any 
of  the  ancient  poets  or  writers,  to  be  compared  with 
them.  How  low  are  all  their  deferiptions  of  the 
greatnefs  and  majefty  of  Jupiter  and  his  appearances, 
when  contrafted  with  the  reprefentations  which  the 
piophets,  evangelifts,  and  apoftles  have  made  of  the 
majefty  and  greatnefs  of  God,  and  our  Lord  Jesus 
whrist,  and  cf  his  appearing  and  kingdom  i 
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Longinus,  Mr.  Addifon,  and  other  great  judges 
of  good  writing,  have  fpoken  of  the  feriptures  as  ex¬ 
hibiting  the  greated  folemnities  and  beauties,  and 
adapted  in  the  bed  manner  to  anfwer  their  defign. 

3.  Infidels  ohje£l,  that  the  feriptures  are  a  hidory 
of  crimes,  maffacres,  and  deftvu&ions  ^  and,  that 
fuch  a  book  cannot  be  of  God  ? 

Let  it  be  granted,  that  the  feriptures  give  us  the 
hi  dory  of  the  exceeding  wickednefs  of  mankind,  and 
of  the  fearful  defolations  which  God  has  made  in  the 
earth  for  their  rebellions,  thefe  are  all  fo  related,  as 
to  promote  holinefs  and  effect  univerfal  good.  The 
crimes  and  dedru£lions,  which  they  relate  evince  their 
truth,  and  fliow  their  perfect  correfpondence  with  the 
date  of  the  world,  and  with  all  other  authentic  hif- 
tories  of  mankind.  For  what  is  the  true  hidory  of 
in  ancient  or  modern  ages,  but  a  hidory  of 
crimes,  maffacres,  and  devadations  ?  As  the  feriptures 
correfpond  with  the  date  of  the  world  and  the  true 
hidory  of  man,  fo  there  alfo  appears  to  be  a  perfect 
agreement  between  the  dodfrines  which  they  teach*, 
and  the  fa<ds  they  relate.  Nothing  can  more  fully 
demondrate  the  defperate  deceit  and  wickednefs  of 
man,  than  the  examples  of  wickednefs  recorded  in 
the  feriptures.  The  manner  in  which  they  relate  the 
crimes  of  individuals,  and  the  general  profligacy  of 
the  world,  with  the  judgments  of  God  infli&ed  as 
the  punifhment  of  them,  are  calculated  in  a  ftriking 
manner  to  (how  the  exceeding  evil  and  danger  of  fin. 
The  divine  abhorrence  of  it,  is  exhibited  in  the  mod 
awful  manner,  to  awaken  in  all  men  the  fear  of  com¬ 
mitting  it.  In  thefe  refpe.6ts  the  feriptures  not  only 
correfpond  with  all  other  authentic  hidories  of  man¬ 
kind,  but  with  the  nature  of  God,  and  the  great  de¬ 
signs  for  which  they  were  written.  Hence  the  wri¬ 
ting  of  them,  in  this  manner,  is  an  evidence  of  their 
divine  original,  and  indead  of  invalidating  them,  in 
the  lead  degree,  is  a  circum dance  of  corroboration. 

Besides,  the  judgments  recorded  in  the  feriptures, 
as  executed  in  confequence  of  fln  were  not  only  fo? 
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their  warning,  who  lived  in  the  feveral  periods  in 
which  they  were  Tent  upon  the  world,  but  for  the 
warning  and  benefit  of  all  fucceeding  ages.  They 
were  even  for  our  admonition  on  whom  the  ends  of 
the  world  are  come.  The  hiftory  of  the  deftru£tion. 
of  the  old  world,  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  Pharaoh* 
the  Egyptians  and  Canaanites,  of  Jerufalem  and  Bab¬ 
ylon,  of  wicked  nations  and  wicked  men  for  their  fin  j 
and  the  reprefentations  of  the  reign  of  death  over  all 
men,  from  the  apoftacy  to  the  prefent  time,  every  ca¬ 
lamity,  pain,  and  tear,  as  the  punifhment  of  it,  pre* 
dent  to  the  world  the  mod  awful  and  energetic  mo* 
tives  to  forfake  (in  and  pradtife  righteoufnefs.  The 
whole  tendency  is  godlike,  and  gives  to  the  fcriptures 
legible  impreffions  of  divinity. 

4.  Further,  it  is  objected,  that  if  a  divine  reve¬ 
lation  were  neceffary  for  mankind,  it  ought  to  have 
been  made  from  the  beginning,  and  to  have  been  made 
to  all  men  univerfaliy  ;  and  not  to  have  been  confined 

to  one  nation  only,  or  to  a  fmail  part  of  the  human 
race. 

This  obje&ion  lies  with  greater  force  againft  deifm*, 
than  againit  the  religion  of  the  bible.  Deifm  is  oneof 
the  moil  modern  religions.  It  was  not  found  among 
the  ancient  nations  :  Not  among  the  firft  poets  and 
philofopners;  No,  it  was  left  to  difgrace  the  laft  and 
prefent  centuries.  It  has  not,  even  to  the  prefent  time, 
had  a  general  propagation  in  the  world.  To  follow 
the  profound  method  of  deifliea!  reafoning,  deifm  can¬ 
not  be  true.  Had  it  been  true  or  neceflary  it  muft  have 
been  from  the  beginning,  and,  like  the  light  of  the 

fun,  h^ve  been  difrufed  over  the  face  of  the  whole 
earth* 

Bur  not  to  infill  on  this,  for  revelation  not  to  have 
been  fo  fully  and  Univerfaliy  made,  at  fir  ft,  is  agreeable  to 
the  analogy  of  nature  and  the  difpenfations  of  provi- 
dence,  in  other  refpeds,  towards  the  human  race. 
All  things,  at  firft,  were  in  a  flate  of  infancy.  Among 
all  nations,  at  the  beginning,  the  degree  .of  knowh 
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edge  was  final  1,  and  the  progrefsof  civilization,  arts, 
and  Sciences  very  How  and  gradual.  Some  men  and 
nations  became  learned  and  civilized  before  others,  and 
in  time,  communicated  their  improvements  to  their 
neighbours.  The  divine  fovereignty  is  a  mod  con- 
fpicuous  trait,  which  runs  through  ail  the  works  of 
God.  In  creation  he  made  angels  and  men,  creatures 
rational  and  irrational.  .Among  men  fome  are  wife 
and  others  foolifh,  tome  live  and  become  old,  while 
others  die  in  infancy  and  childhood.  The  fame  wife 
and  holy  fovereignty  is  feen  among  the  nations  of  the 
world.  Some  are  learned,  polithed,  and  wealthy, 
others  are  ignorant,  poor,  and  barbarous.  Probably 
no  two  men,  or  nations  upon  earth  enjoy  the  fame  ad¬ 
vantages,  or  proportion  of  natural  and  moral  good. 
Will  the  deift  wage  war  with  heaven,  that  he  is  not  an 
angel  ?  Or  becaufe  he  does  not  po fiefs  the  riches  and 
wifdom  of  Solomon  ?  Or  that  he  may  not  live  as  long 
ns  Methufelah  ?  Will  he  difbelieve  that  he  is  a  philos¬ 
opher  or  deift,  becaufe  a  great  part  of  the  world  are 
not  fo  ?  Why  then  will  he  object  again  ft  the  truth  of 
revelation,  becaufe  all  have  not  equally  enjoyed  it  ? 
How  puerile  are  fuch  objections  ?  One  would  be  rea¬ 
dy  to  imagine,  from  fuch  impertinences,  that  deifts 
had  never  looked  abroad  and  known  that  one  man  was 
richer,  wifer,  and  lived  longer  than  another.  Nay, 
that  after  all  their  boafted  wifdom,  they  had  not  difcov- 
.ered,  that  fome  ages  have  been  far  more  privileged  and 
happy  than  others  ;  and  fome  nations  more  polifhed, 
.opulent,  and  powerful  than  their  neighbours. 

But  further,  infidels  may  be  challenged  to  prove, 
that  revelation  has  not  been  from  the  beginning,  and 
that  had  it  not  been  for  the  wickednefs  of  man,  that 
.the  knowledge  of  it  would  not  have  been  as  univer¬ 
sally  propagated  upon  the  earth,  as  the  human  race. 

That  there  was  a  revelation  from  the  beginning 
the  bible,  which  hath  been  proved  to  contain  a  divine 
.revelation,  abundantly  teacheth.  Of  this  the  univer¬ 
sal  pradlice  of  offering  Sacrifices,  and  the  celebration 
•.of  the  Seventh  day,  as  a  jfabbath,  afford  another  incotv 
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teflible  evidence.  That  this  was  fufficient  for  ail  the 
purpofes  of  holy  living  is  evident  from  the  piety  and 
righteoufnefs  of  Abel,  Seth,  Enoch,  and  Noah,  be¬ 
fore  the  flood,  of  Abraham  and  the  patriarchs  after¬ 
wards,  until  the  giving  of  the  law  at  mount  Sinai. 

After  the  fettlement  of  Ifrael  in  Canaan,  the 
church  and  ordinances  of  God  were  exhibited  in  a  very 
central  and  confpicuous  part  of  the  ancient  nations  of  the 
world.  The  Ifraelitcshad  advantages  for  navigation,  and 
were  well  known  to  all  the  circumjacent  nations.  They 
were  often  making  war  upon  them,  and  carrying  them 
-away  captives  into  their  feveral  countries  ;  and  of  them 
they  might  have  learned  the  religion  of  the  God  of  A- 
braham.  The  fame  of  Solomon,  king  of  Ifrael,  was 
in  all  nations  round  about,  and  there  came  of  all  people 
to  hear  his  wifdom.*  With  equal  eafe  might  men 
have  gone  from  the  ends  of  the  earth  to  have  heard 
the  wifdom,  power,  and  iove  of  the  God  of  Ifrael, 
and  to  have  enjoyed  thebleffings  offered  in  his  word. 

The  captivities  of  Judah  and  Ifrael  difperfed  them 
over  a  great  part  of  the  habitable  earth.  They  carried 
the  feriptures  and  their  religion  with  them.  The 
edidls  of  Nebuchadnezzar  and  Darius  proclaimed  the 
glory  of  the  God  of  Ifrael  through  their  vaft  domin¬ 
ions.  The  proclamations  of  Cyrus  and  Ahafuerus 
were  calculated  to  make  the  Tews  and  their  religion 
.known  in  their  refpe&ive  dominions,  and  to  excite  all 
men  even  from  India  to  Ethiopia,  to  enquire  after 
their  religion  and  their  God.  Thofe  eminent  proph¬ 
ets,  Jeremiah,  Ezekiel,  and  Daniel,  and  thofe  pious 
men  Ezra,  Nehemiah,  and  Mordecai,  were  in  Egypt, 
Babylon,  and  Perfia,  as  well  as  numerous  priefls  and 
Levitesin  the  various  parts  of  thofe  feveral  countries, 
ready  to  teach  all  who  defired  it,  the  good  knowledge 
of  the  Lord. 

Afterwards  the. Old  Teftaraent  was  tranflated  in- 
to  Greek,  and  by  the  Jews  and  profelytes  the  ferip- 
turcs  were  fpread  into  all  parts  of  the  then  known 

*  i  Kings  iv.  31,  34. 
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world.  The  Jews  had  fynagouges  in  all  parts,  and  the 
fcriptures  were  read  in  them  every  fabbath  day.  At 
the  day  of  Pentecoft  there  were,  at  Jerufalem,  devout 
men  from  all  nations  under  heaven.  What  then  pre¬ 
vented  the  fcriptures  from  being  univerfally  known, 
but  the  fault  of  mankind;  their  want  of  love  to 
inem,  and  zeal  to  acquaint  themfelves  with  them  ? 

in  a  fliort  time  after  our  Saviour’s  afcenfion,  the 
gofpel  was  promulgated  and  churches  gathered  in  mod 
©t  the  nations  111  the  then  known  world.  Lbey  were 
planted  not  only  in  the  principal  cities  and  nations  in 
Aha,  Africa,  and  Europe,  but  even  among  fome  of 
the  mod  unpolifhed  and  obfeure  people  in  thofe  quar¬ 
ters  of  the  earth.  The  gofpel  edabiithed  its  reign  even 
among  the  ancient  Getulae,  in  Africa,  Sarmathians  in 
Europe,  and  in  thofe  dark  and  inaccelhble  places,  in 
Britain,  to  which  the  arms  and  arts  of  Rome  had  nev¬ 
er  reached.  To  what  then  can  it  be  aferibed,  that  all 
thofe  people  do  not  now  enjoy  the  gofpel  and  the  ferip- 
tures,  but  their  apodacy,  and  want  of  love  to  them  ? 
To  what  other  caufe  can  it  be  owing  that  all  the  na¬ 
tions  who  bordered  upon  them,  and  were  connected 
with  them  have  not  a  revelation,  but  this,  that  they 
liked  not  to  retain  God  in  their  knowledge  ? 

Besides,  what  parts  of  the  earth  are  there  which 
Chridians  have  not  repeatedly  vifited,  for  the  purpofes 
of  worldly  advantage  ?  What  people  is  there  who 
have  not  received  them  ?  Had  the  one  therefore  been 
as  zealous  to  propagate,  and  the  other  as  ready  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  gofpel,  as  they*  have  been  to  traverfe  the 
globe,  and  receive  all  nations  for  temporal  advantages, 
would  not  the  whole  earth  have  been  full  of  the  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  Lord  l  How  groundlefs  therefore,  in 
every  view,  is  this  cavil  ? 

5.  Unbelievers  further  objed!  againft  Chridianity, 
that  Chridians  do  not  underftand  Chridianity  alike; 
but  are  divided  into  numerous  fetts  and  parties;  fome 
teaching  one  thing  and  fome  another. 

This  obje&ion,  hke  feveral  of  the  former  militates 
ifio  lefs  againft  deifm;  than  againft  Chridianity.  De<* 
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ifts  are  entirely  divided  as  to  their  particular  fchemes 
of  deifm.  Some  hold  the  immortality  of  the  foul* 
and  admit  of  rewards  and  punifliments.  Others  dif- 
card  both.  Some  maintain  that  God  is  a  good  being*, 
but  others  will  admit  of  no  fuch  conclufion.  Some 
maintain,  that  deifm  is  moll  clear  and  certain.  Oth¬ 
ers,  as  ftrenuoufly  hold,  that  every  thing  is  doubtful. 
Thefe  divifions  among  delfts,  as  effectually  deftroy 
deifm,  as  divifions  among  Chriftians  invalidate  Chrif- 
tianity.  But  the  truth  is,  that  the  objection  is  whol¬ 
ly  impertinent  and  affeCts  neither. 

Further,  though  it  mu  ft  be  granted,  that  there 
are  differences  among  Chriftians,  and  fome  in  effential 
points,  yet  they  have  more  generally  been  about  modes 
and  forms. 

Besides,  thefe  differences  do  not  arife,  efpecially 
in  effential  points,  from  any  want  of  explicitnefs  in 
the  feriptures,  but  wholly  from  the  Jufts  of  men, 
their  hatred  of  the  truth.  They  wreft  the  feriptures, 
and  will  not  fubmit  to  the  do&rmes  whieh  they  moft 
exprefsly  teach.  For  every  one  that  doth  evil  hateth  the 
light y  neither  cometh  to  the  light ,  left  his  deeds  Jhouldbe  re¬ 
proved.  But  he  that  doth  truthy  cometh  to  the  light.* 
Notwithftanding  all  the  falfe  teachers,  and  all  the 
prejudices  of  education,  good  men,  who  will  honeftly 
attend  to  the  divine  word,  may  know  the  truth.  cFhe 
fecret  of  the  Lord  is  with  them  that  fear  him  ;  and  he 
will Jhow  them  his  covetiant.\  Saitn  the  Saviour,  My 
peep  hear  my  voice  y  and  they  follow  me.  A Jlranger  they 
will  not follow  y  hut  fee  from  him  ;  for  they  know  not  the 
voice  of  ft  r anger s.\ 

There  are  no  writings  but  what  artful  men  will 
wreft,  mifreprefent,  and  mifapply.  The  apoftles  pre- 
monifh  us,  that  wicked  men  would  wreft  the  ferip¬ 
tures,  and  bring  in  damnable  herefies.  This  is  there¬ 
fore  no  juft  ground  of  (tumbling  at  the  word.  The 
ufe  we  (hould  make  of  it  ftiould  be,  to  learn  more  of 
the  corruption  of  our  own  hearts,  to  make  us  more 

*  John  lit.  so,  f  Pfalm  xxv.  14.  %  John  x.  4,  5,  z? 
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circumfpedl,  and  more  ftudious  of  the  word.  Efpe« 
€ially,  it  fhoii'ld  make  us  more  abundant  in  prayer, 
that  Gon  would  preferve  us  from  prejudices  and  errors ’ 
and  lead  us  in  the  way  overbading. 

6.  Another  objection  agairilt  Chridianity  is  the 
wicked  lives  of  profeffing  Chriflians,  and  the  abufes 
winch  have  been  made  of  the  lcriptures.  It  is  urged, 
that  if  Chriflians  believed  the  fcriptures,  they  could 
not  live  as  they  generally  do  :  and  that  the  fcriptures 
nave  been  an  occahon  of  the  greateil  evils  ;  of  the 
molt  implacable  hatred  and  aninioiities  among  men  ; 
of  wars,  perfections,  and  maflacres.  It  is  affirmed, 
that  they  have  filled  the  earth  with  blood  and  mifery. 

x  o  this  cavil,  were  it  of  any  weight,  it  might  be  ob- 
ferved  that  it  would  prove  deifm  to  be  falfe,  as  well  as 
Chriflianity  :  for  many  deifls  treat  God  with  great 
irreverence,  and  exceedingly  abufe  the  light  of  nature. 
Many  of  them  have  lived  exceedingly  wicked  and 
aDandonea  lives.  Indeed,  deifm,  in  every  age  and 
place  in  which  it  has  prevailed,  has  been  attended  with 
a  great  corruption  of  manners,  and  in  numerous,  if 
not  iri  moft  indances,  has  terminated  in  atheifm. 

But  it  is  important  to  obferve,  that  the  fcriptures, 
in  the  mod  exprefs  and  awful  language,  prohibit  all 
thoie  abufes,  for  which  infidels  fo  feverely  reprobate 
Chriflianity.  It  has  been  clearly  fhown,  that  they 
contain  the  mod  pure  and  fubhme  fyflem  of  morality 
ever  exhibited  to  the  world.  Were  all  men  truly  and 
confidently  Chriflians,  there  would  be  no  loofe  pro- 
feffiors,  no  falfe  brethren,  no  malice,  frauds,  danders, 
lic^ntioufnefs,  violence,  or  wars.  Mo,  all  the  crimes, 
which  have  clebafed  human  nature,  and  made  the 
world  a  bedlam  and  field  of  blood,  would  vanifh  from 
the  earth.  The  tempeduous  ocean  of  this  world 
would  be  perfedlly  and  perpetually  cairn.  Men,  in¬ 
deed  of  hating  and  perfecuting,  would  every  where  be 
doing  good  to  each  other,  loving,  bleffing,  and  pray¬ 
ing,  not  only  for  their  friends,  but  even  for  their  ene¬ 
mies.  Chridians,  as  they  had  opportunity,  would  do 
.good  to  a]  I  men  :  .and,  rather  than  injure  one  another. 
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the  church,  or  the  caufe  of  Christ,  would  lay  down 
their  lives  for  them. 

This  certainly  is  the  religion  which  the  gofpel 
teacheth.  Thefe  were  the  eflFe&s  of  it  on  thoufands 
in  the  primitive  ages,  and  which,  in  a  good  meafure 
it  has  on  thoufands  hill.  That  Christ  and  his  reli¬ 
gion  have  brought  a  fword  upon  the  earth,  and  not 
peace,*  according  to  his  own  prediction,  is  not  owing 
to  the  gofpel,  but  entirely  to  the  lulls  of  men  :  to- 
their  hatred  of  the  doCtrines,  morals,  and  purity  of 
the  gofpel,  and  of  the  holy  lives  of  thofe  who  profefs 
and  live  agreeably  to  them. 

To  whatpurpofe,  indeed,  are  the  idolatries,  fuper- 
flitions,  and  mall  acres  of  the  man  of  fin,  objected 
againft  thofe  very  feriptures  which  predict  his  rife,  pro- 
grefs,  and  abominations  ?  Which  doom  him  to  per¬ 
dition,  and  fhow  his  fearful  end?  To  what  better  purpofe 
are  the  bad  lives  of  hypocritical  profeflors  alledged, 
fince  both  our  Saviour  and  his  apollles  have  foretold 
them  ?  Since  they  have  reprefented  the  miferable  ftate 
and  tremendous  end  of  all  thofe,  who  tread  under  foot 
the  Son  of  God,  and  count  the  blood  of  the  covenant 
an  unholy  thing  ?  Can  that  gofpel  be  jullly  blamed 
which  foretels  thefe  events  ?  Which  warns  men  by 
every  folemn,  and  allures  them  by  every  endearing  and 
glorious  motive  to  be  good  ;  and  excludes  them  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  and  appoints  them  a  portion  in 
the  burning  flame  for  their  wickednefs  ? 

To  what.  efleCt  is  the  abufe  of  the  gofpel  ailedged  ? 
What  is  there  which  mankind  have  not  abufed  ?  Shall 
we  difbelieve  the  light  and  heat  of  the  fun,  becaufe 
men  have  abufed  them  ?  Shall  we  diferedit  and  deny 
the  various  ieafons,  and  ail  the  comforts  they  bring  be¬ 
caufe  they  have  been  abuted  ?  Upon  the  principle  of 
the  objection,  a  man  can  believe  nothing.  No,  not 
the  exiitence  of  the  food  which  nourifheth  him,  nor  of 
*  wine,  which  maketh  glad  tire  heart  of  man  ?  For 
what  has  been  abufed  more  than  thefe  ? 


#  Matth.  x.  34* 


OBJECTIONS  REMOVED* 


228 


*  It  1S>  indeed>  exceedingly  to  be  lamented,  that 
there  are  fo  many  Judafes,  who  betray  their  Lord— 
So  many  foolifh  virgins  who  have  lamps  without  oil. 
It  is  one  of  the  greateft  injuries  to  religion.  But  does 
not  even  this  counterfeit  coin  (how  that  there  is  a  true  ? 
Do  not  even  the  hypocritical  refemblances  of  religion, 
afford  evidence  of  its  truth  ?  And  that  even  in  the 
opinion  of  natural  men,  it  is  honorable  and  import¬ 
ant  ?  Is  it  a  logical  confequence  that  becaufe  fome  are 
foolifh,  tnere  are  none  wife  ?  Certainly  it  is  not. 
though  there  are  falfe  brethren  yet  there  are  many 
true  Chriftians,  who  like  the  Roman  centurion,  and 
the  excellent  Dorcas,  fear  God  and  work  righteouf- 
nefs  ;  are  full  of  good  works  and  ahfts-deeds  ;  and 
pray  tb  God  alway.  They  are  peaceable,  gentle,  ea¬ 
sy  to  be  intreated  ;  and  during  a  long  life  have  not  a 
kw  fuit  or  confiderable  controverfy  with  any  man. 
Like  the  bleffed  Saviour,  they  forgive  and  pray  for 
their  enemies,  and  do  good  to  thofe  who  reproach 
and  abufe  them.  They  pay  a  confcientious  and  con- 
fiant  attention  to  the  public  worfhip  and  all  divine  in- 
ftitutions,  are  temperate  in  all  things,  holding  faffc 
their  profeffion  even  to  the  end.  Such,  bleffed  be 
God,  appear  to  be  found  in  all  our  churches.  Could 
this  remnant,  thefe  precious  ones,  be  feparated  from 
the  drofs  and  cohected  into  one  focietv,  they  would  ex¬ 
hibit  fuch  an  example  of  piety,  purity,  and  brotherly 
affe£Lon  and  happineis,  as  never  made  its  appearance 
on  earth  fince  the  age  of  the  apofties.  Yet  even 
this  beautiful  and  bleffed  community  would  have  its 
imperfections,  and  come  far  fhort  of  the  example  of 
its  glorious  head,  and  the  high  demands  of  his  perfeCt 

word.  A  perfeCt  conformity  to  thefe  would  make 
heaven  upon  earth. 

The  happy  effeds  of  Chriftianity,  notwithftanding 
all  its  abufes  and  declenfions,  from  the  primitive  zeal 
and  purity,  have  been  wonderful.  To  fay  nothing  of 
the  forgivenefs  of  fins,  the  unfpeakable  joys  of  Chrif- 
tians,  their  triumphs  over  death,  the  eternal  life  of 
millions  in  heaven,  and  the  glory  of  God  and  the 
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Lamb,  in  their  falvation,  how*  great  were  its  effedts 
in  the  definition  of  the  idolatry,  forcery,  filthinefs, 
and  abominable  cuftoms  of  Paganifm  ?  What  immenfe 
influence  has  it  iiad  on  the  prefervation  of  the  life  and 
comfort  of  man,  in  refcuing  millions  of  infants  from 
feeding  fifhes,  dogs,  and  wild  beads ;  and  in  caufing 
them  to  be  tenderly  nurfed,  and  educated  for  ufeful- 
nefs  ?  How  prodigious  have  been  its  efFedts  on  chafti- 
ty,  and  domeflic  happinefs,  in  confequence  of  its 
precepts  refpedling  marriage  ?  How  has  it  ameliorated 
the  life  of  one  half  of  our  fpecies,  by '  railing  the 
woman  from  a  date  of  vaflalage,  infignificance,  and 
hard  ufagc,  to  that  dignity,  refpectful  and  kind  treat¬ 
ment  due  to  fo  amiable  and  important  a  part  of  hu¬ 
man  nature  r  To  what,  but  the  influence  of  Chrif- 
tianity,  can  be  afcribed  the  humanity  exercifed  in 
modern  wars,  in  comparifon  with  the  favage  cruelty 
of  ancient  times  ?  Whence  have  hofpitals,  charity 
fchools,  funds  and  other  provifions  for  the  lielplefs, 
poor,  ignorant,  and  diftrefTed  derived  their  origin 
but  from  the  fame  benign  iource  f  Whence  but  from 
this  have  arifen  the  numerous  exertions  and  remon- 
(trances  againfl  the  flave  trade,  the  liberation  of  fuch 
numbers  of  (laves,  and  the  melioration  of  their  (late, 
in  Chriftian  countries,  for  years  pall  ?  From  what: 
other  fource  originate  all  the  charities  and  labors  of 
Chriflians  to  extend  the  blefTings  of  religion  and  civ¬ 
ilization  among  the  Heathen  ?  Has  not  the  effedl  of 
Chriftianity  upon  the  laws  of  Proteflant  Chriftendom, 
and  upon  the  impartiality  and  righteoufnefs  of  admin- 
iftermg  juftice,  and  the  humanity  and  mildnefs  of 
inflidling  punifhments  been  prodigious  ?  Plow  great 
are  its  eftedls  on  the  confciences  of  men  to  prevent 
crimes  againfl  community  and  individuals,  and  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  felf-governnient  in  the  people,  wherever  it,  in 
any  good  meafure,  prevails  ?  No  other  religion  has 
ever  had  thefe  happy  effedts. 

7.  Heists  objedt,  that  there  are  inconfiflent  and 
contradictory  accounts  in  the  fcriptures,  which  cannot 
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be  reconciled.  Hence  they  conclude  them  to  be  a 
forgery. 

Particularly,  they  fay,  the  account  given  of 
David’s  purchafe  of  the  door  of  Araunah,  the  Jebu- 
fite,  recorded  in  2  Samuel  xxiv.  21 — 24,  and  1  Chron¬ 
icles  xxi.  24,  25,  contradict  each  other;  and  that 
there  is  the  fame  inconf  ftency,  between  the  account 
which  Mofes  gives  Genefs  xlvi.  27)  and  that  given  by 
Stephen,  Ads  vii.  14,  refpeding  the  number  of  Ja¬ 
cob’s  family,  who  went  into  Egypt. 

In  anfwer  to  this,  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  it  can 
by  no  means  be  conceded  that  thefe,  or  any  other  ac¬ 
counts  in  the  fcriptures,  fairly  examined,  contradid 
each  other. 

With  refped  to  David’s  purchafe  of  the  door,  the. 
two  accounts  are  eafily  reconciled.  The  purchafe  re¬ 
lated  by  Samuel  was  of  the  floor  and  the  oxen  only,  as  is 
exprefsly  mentioned.  For  thefe  David  gave  fifty  fhek- 
els  of  fiver.  But  the  purchafe  mentioned  in  Chroni¬ 
cles  was  for  the  place,  as  is  exprefsly  declared.  This 
probably  included  the  whole  trad  of  the  mountain, 
on  which  the  temple  was  afterwards  built,  with  its 
appurtenances,  the  houfe  and  buildings  of  Oman. 
For  the  whole  he  gave  fix  hundred  ihekels  of  gold. 
It  is  molt  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  David,  in  his  dif- 
trefs  made  a  purchafe  for  the  then  prefent  emergency, 
and  that  afterwards,  when  he  found  that  God  had  ac¬ 
cepted  his  facrifice  in  that  place,  and  had  chofen  it  as 
the  mountain  of  his  Iioufe,  where  he  would  receive 
the  offerings  and  accept  the  prayers  and  praifes  of  his 
people,  he  purchafed  the  whole  trad,  or  moun¬ 
tain,  on  which  the  temple  was  ereded.  The  book  of 
Chronicles  which  was  written  after  the  whole  was 
tranfaded,  gives  us  the  price  at  large.  In  this  view 
there  is  no  contradidion  or  inconfitency  in  the  ac¬ 
counts. 

With  refped  to  the  different  names  given  to  the 
owner  of  the  mountain,  it  need  only  to  be  obferved, 
that  it  was  not  uncommon  for  the  fame  man  to  have 
different  names,  and  fometimes  to  be  called  by  one, 
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and  fometimes  by  the  other.  The  father  of  the  twelve 
patriarchs  is  called  Jacob  and  Ifrael,  and  the  fcrip- 
tures  furnifh  us  with  other  inftances  of  the  fame. 

With  refpett  to  the  Mofaic  account  of  Jacob’s 
family,  it  is  confined  to  the  male  heirs  of  Jacob  and 
his  fons,  who  are  all  exprefied  by  name  ;  but  Ste¬ 
phen’s  account  comprifed  the  whole  kindred  of  Jo- 
feph,  which  is  a  more  extenfive  expreffion  than  the 
other,  and  mull:  include  a  greater  number.  It  does 
not  therefore  appear  that  there  is  any  mifiake  in  the 
accounts,  or  contradi&ion  between  them.  Stephen 
appears  to  have  followed  the  account  given  in  the  fep- 
tuagint,  which,  after  giving  an  account  of  the  per- 
fons  mentioned  by  Mofes,  adds  five  to  the  number  ; 
and  only  reckoning  the  five  elded  fons  of  Manafleh 
and  Ephraim,  exprefsly  named  in  Chronicles,  makes 
the  feventy-five.  There  is  another  eafy  way  of  re¬ 
conciling  the  difficulty.  Judah,  it  appears,  had  loft 
his  wife.  Reckoning  therefore  eleven  wives  for  Ja¬ 
cob's  fons,  who  came  into  Egypt,  makes  feventy-feven* 
From  thefe  extract  Hezron  and  Hamal,  who  are  fup- 
poled  to  be  born  after  the  Ifraelites  went  into  Egypt, 
and  the  number  is  feventy-five.  In  either  of  thefe 
ways  the  accounts  are  perfectly  reconciled.  Thefe 
and  other  fimilar  difficulties  may  be  feen  reconciled  in 
the  harmonifts. 

Important  is  it  here  to  obferve,  that  various  diffi¬ 
culties  are  found  in  the  fcriptures  from  the  concife 
manner  in  which  things  are  related.  The  mentioning 
of  a  few  clrcumdances  attending  a  fa£!  may  render 
the  whole  dory  perfectly  plain  ?*nd  confident;  and 
the  omiffion  of  them  may  render  it  dark  and  unac¬ 
countable.  At  the  fame  time  it  may  be  perfectly  true 
and  confident.  This  is  doubtlefs  the  cafe  in  thofe 
places  of  fcripture,  where  any  thing  occurs  which  ap¬ 
pears  inconfident  and  difficult  to  reconcile.  The. 
prophecies  of  Jeremiah  and  Ezekiel  concerning  Zed- 
ekiah,  king  of  Judah,  that  he  fhould  be  taken  by 
the  king  of  Babylon,  that  he  fhould  behold  him,  and 
fpeak  with  him  mouth  to  mouth,  and  be  carried  tp 


?+r  '.»*  i,j  wpp 


232  OBJECTIONS  REMOVED.  X):g#  IQ# 

Babylon  and  die  there,  and  yet  never  fee  it  with  his 
eyes,  were  fuppofed  by  Zedekiah  to  contradict  each 
other.  This  has  been  affigned  as  a  reafon,  why  he 
and  his  courtiers  did  not  believe  them.  But  the  rela- 
tion  or  this  circumftance,  in  the  fecjuel,  which  was 
not  mentioned  in  the  prophecies,  that  his  eyes  were 
put  out  at  Riblah  in  the  land  of  Hamath,  after  he  had 
leen  the  king  of  Babylon,  removed  all  the  difficulty. 
Had.  this  circumftance  only  been  omitted  the  enemies 
of  revelation  would  have  cried  out,  Contradiaions, 
lies  and  lying  prophets !  Indeed  had  this  been  finally 
omitted  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  have  reconciled 
the  prophecies.  Iseverthelefs,  they  would  have  been  as 
true  as  they  now  are,  and  would  have  been  as  literal¬ 
ly  accomplifhed.  Were  there  therefore  fome  infuper- 
able  difficulties  of  this  kind,  it  would  be  no  evidence 
that  the  feriptures  even  in  thofe  very  cafes  were  not 
flriClly  true  and  confident. 

But  fhould  it  be  granted,  that  through  the  midake 
of  fome  tranferiber,  in  the  numerous  copies  which 
have  been  taken,  there  fhould  have  been  an  error  with 
Tefpeft  to  a  name,  a  number,  or  the  price  of  fome 
article,  it  could  effect  no  duty,  no  dodrine,  no  prom- 
ife,  threatening,  or  motive  of  the  gofpel.  It  could  not 
make  the  lead  alteration  with  refped  to  faith  or  prac¬ 
tice.  The  feriptures  in  all  thefe  refpe&s  would  be 
jud  the  fame  as  though  thefe  never  had  been. 

8.  Objections  are  made  to  the  dodrine  of  atone¬ 
ment,  as  revealed  in  the  feriptures.  It  is  declared  to 
be  inconfident  with  reafon,  juftice,  and  goodnefs,  to 
reckon  the  fins  of  tranfgreffiors  to  an  innocent  perfon, 
and  to  put  him  to  fhame  and  death  to  fave  the  guilty  ; 
and  to  bedow  great  and  endlefs  bleffings  upon  them 
for  the  fake  of  his  fnfferirigs  and  obedience. 

To  this  it  may  be  obferved,  that  mankind  univer- 
Tally,  even  from  the  beginning,  appear  to  have  had 
the  general  idea  of  an  atonement,  and  of  the  neceffi- 
ty  of  a  propitiation,  that  the  gods  might  be  made  pro¬ 
pitious,  and  that  tranfgrefTors  might  be  forgiven. 
Sacrifices  have  been  offered  in  nil  apes  from  the  earlieft 
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period,  fo  far  as  the  mod  ancient  hiftories  give  us  any 
information.  Thefe  were  offered  as  an  a£t  of  wor- 
fhip,  to  placate  the  Deity,  and  obtain  his  favor.  We 
are  informed  of  no  time  nor  place  in  which  this  was 
not  in  practice.  This  could  have  been  of  no  fignifi- 
cancy  or  advantage,  but  as  it  refpectcd  an  atonement, 
the  remiffion  of  fins  through  the  fhedding  of  blood* 
If  this  general  idea  was  obtained  by  the  light  of  na¬ 
ture,  then  it  would  follow,  that  the  dodtrine  of  an 
atonement  was  fo  far  from  being  inconfident  with  rea¬ 
son  and  judice,  that  it  is  perfe£tly  confonant  with 
both,  and  a  part  of  the  religion  of  nature.  In  this 
view  it  would  entirely  obviate  the  objection.  But 
fhould  it  not  be  granted,  that  the  practice  originated 
from  nature,  then  it  mud  have  been  from  revelation, 
and  or  divine  inditution.  It  could  originate  from  no 
other  fource  but  ojse  of  thefe.  But  granting  that  it 
was  of  divine  revelation  and  inditution,  it  wiil  equally 
fiience  the  objection  :  For  none  certainly  will  maintain 
that  the  inditutions  of  God  are  unreafonable,  unjuft, 
or  inconfiftent  with  goodnefs.  This  would  be  at  once 
to  impeach  the  divine  charadter,  and  to  charge  fool- 
ifhnefs,  injudice,  and  cruelty  upon  the  Most  High. 
This  is  no  lefs  inconfiftent  with  deifm,  than  Chridian- 
ity.  Let  the  deid  therefore  adopt  either  of  the  fup- 
pofitions,  his  objedlion  is  overthrown*  The  latter  is 
doubtlefs  true.  There  is  no  other  fource,  but  divine 
revelation  and  inditution  from  which  it  could  have 
been  fo  univerfally  derived.  Of  this  we  have  the  mod 
abfolute  certainty.  The  fcriptures  allure  us  that  Cain 
and  Abel,  Noah  and  the  patriarchs  facrificed  to  God 
long  before  the  Mofaic  inditution.  The  fcripture  air¬ 
fares  us,  that  Abel  offered  his  facrifice  in  faith,  and 
that  it  was  accepted  of  God.*  Sacrificing  therefore 
was  then  an  inftituted  part  of  worfhip  j  other  wife  Abel 
could  not  have  ottered  in  faith  and  obedience,  nor 
would  God  have  accepted  him.  He  accepteth  of  no 

*  Gen.  iv.  4,  and  Hebrews  xi.  4. 
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worfhip,  which  is  merely  of  men’s  invention,  and  ndt 
of  his  own  inftitution.  Noah  built  an  altar  and  of¬ 
fered  of  every  clean  bead,  and  of  every  clean  fowl; 
and  the  Lord  fmelied  a  fweet  favour  and  bleffed  him.* 
Hence  facrificing  was  of  divine  inftitution  from  the 
lapfe,  and  the  dodftrine  of  atonement  and  falvation  by 
facrifice  hath  been  preached,  by  divine  appointment, 
from  the  apoftacy  to  the  prefent  time.  It  cannot 
therefore  but  comport  with  confummate  wifdom,  juf¬ 
tice,  and  mercy. 

Further,  fcarcely  any  thing  is  more  common 
among  men  than  furetyfhip  ;  and  when  a  man  is  be¬ 
come  furety  for  another,  of  his  own  free  confent,  it 
is  agreeable  to  the  common  fenfe  and  feelings  of  man¬ 
kind,  that  he  fhould  fuffer  on  his  account,  if  it  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  fatisfy  his  creditors,  or  to  indemnify  and 
fave  the  commonwealth  harmlefs.  How  often  are  nu¬ 
merous  lives,  fine  tra&s  of  country,  towns,  and  cities 
facrificed  for  the  defence  of  a  nation  or  common¬ 
wealth.  It  is  not  judged  unwife,  nor  inconfiftent 
with  reafon,  to  facrifice  an  advanced  guard,  or  a  for¬ 
lorn  hope,  for  the  protection  of  an  army,  a  noble  gen¬ 
eral  or  prince  for  the  good  of  his  country  and  the  fafe- 
ty  of  a  kingdom.  It  is  a  dictate  of  common  fenfe* 
that  it  is  better,  that  one  man  die,  than  that  a  whole' 
nation  fhould  perifh.  When  one  man  offers  himfelf 
freely  to  fuffer  for  the  good,  and  in  the  place  of  anoth¬ 
er,  and  to  give  full  fatisfaCtion  to  the  law,  it  has  not 
been  judged  inconfiftent  with  juftice,  wifdom,  or 
goodnefs.  The  juftice  and  compaffion  of  Zaleucus, 
the  famous  lawgiver  of  Locris,  have  always  been  cel¬ 
ebrated  as  great  and  fingular,  who,  when  his  fon  was 
condemned  for  his  ill  conduCI,  to  loofe  both  his  eyes, 
in  vindication  of  the  law  and  to  fave  his  fon,  put  out 
one  of  his  own  eyes  and  one  of  his  foil’s  and  Satisfied 
the  law  and  juftice,  and  yet  faved  one  of  his  foil’s 
eyes.  It  was  judged  to  be  no  injuftice  or  want  of 
igoodnefs  to  pardon  and  difcharge  ^dScbylus  on  the  ac« 

*  Gen.  viii.  30,  31,  and  chap.  ix.  x. 
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count  of  the  important  fervices  rendered  his  country 
by  his  brother  Amintas.  When  the  latter  appeared 
in  court  to  plead  his  brother’s  caufe,  and  lifted  up  his 
arm  without  a  hand,  fignifying  what  he  had  loft  in  the 
fervice  of  the  commonwealth,  his  brother  was  fet  at 


liberty  without  his  fpeaking  a  word.  How  often  are 


fingular  benefits  beftowed  on  the  undeferving,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  good  fervices  of  their  anceftors  or 
friends  ?  What  injuftice  then  could  there  be,  in  the 
Father’s  giving  his  fon  a  ranfom  for  many  ?  Efpecially, 
when  he  molt  freely  confented  to  it,  faying,  Lo ,  1 
come  P  When  he  had  power  to  lay  down  his  life ,  and  to 
take  it  again  P*  Surely,  if  for  the  joy  that  was  fet  before 
him,  he  endured  the  crofs,  defpifing  the  fhame  ;  if  he 
faw  of  the  travail  of  his  foul  and  was  fatisfied,  there 
was  no  injuftice,  in  his  bearing  our  fins  in  his  own 
body  on  the  tree  ;  in  making  him  fin  for  us ,  who  knew  no 
ft Uf  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteoufnefs  of  GODin 
him.\  God  the  Father  hath  highly  exalted  him ,  to  he 
head  over  all  things  to  the  churchy  and  given  him  a  name 
which  is  above  every  name  that  is  named ,  not  only  in  this 
world ,  but  alfo  in  that  which  is  to  come As  Christ 
fulfilled  all  righteoufnefs,  magnified  the  law  and  made 
it  honorable ,  more  honorable  than  the  obedience  and 
fufferings  of  all  creatures  could  have  made  it  ;  more 
glorioufly  exhibited  the  inflexibility  of  God's  juftice,  and 
his  infinite  abhorrence  of  fin,  there  couid  be  no  in¬ 
juftice  in  the  forgivenefs  of  fins  through  the  blood  of 
the  crofs.  God  can  be  jttfl,  and  yet  the  juftifier  of  him 
who  believetb  in  Jesus.§  At  thefame  time, he  hath  made 
a  moft  glorious  diiplay  of  the  riches  of  his  mercv  in 
the  falvation  of  countlefs  millions  of  the  human  race* 
Herein  he  hath  commended  his  love  towards  us ,  in  that 
while  we  were  yet  fnners,  CHRIST  died  for  us.  ||  All 
his  perfections  have  a  moft  harmonious  and  godlike 
manifeftation.  Adercy  and  truth  are  met  together  :  right¬ 
eoufnefs  and  peace  have  hiffed  each  other 4  God  hath 


*  Plalmxl.  7,  and  John  x.  17, 
a  Cor.  v.  2i.  t  Enhf'f.  11  n  ^  n  t 


18.  f  i  Pet.  ii.  24,  and 
22,  and  Phil.  ii.  9, 

1  P&lmlxxxv,  10. 
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abounded  towards  us  in  all  ivifdom  and  prudence*  After 
all  that  the  jew,  or  the  Greek,  the  deid  or  any  0p- 
pofer  of  the  atonement  and  vicarious  righteoufnefs  can 
object,  The  foolijhnefs  of  God ,  in  this  great  and  glori¬ 
ous  work,  is  wifer  than  men  ;  and  the  lueaknefs  of  God 
is fronger  than  men.j 

9.  Both  Jews  and  infidels  object  and  are  (fumbled 
at  the  low  appearance  of  Jesus  Christ  :  That  he  was 
the  foil  of  jofeph  the  carpenter,  and  of  Mary,  and 
that  all  his  brethren  were  poor  people,  deditute  of 
wordly  riches,  honor,  and  fame. 

This  obje&ion  is  as  old  as  Chriftianity.  .It  was  the 
language  of  unbelievers  in  our  Saviour's  day.  Whence 
hath  this  man  this  ivifdom  and  thefe  mighty  works  ?  Is 
not  this  the  carpenter  s  fon  ?  Is  not  his  mother  called  Ma- 
ry  ?  And  his  brethren  James ,  and  jofes.  and  Simon ,  and 
Judas  ?  And  hi  r  filers  are  they  riot  all  with  us  ?  Whence 
then  hath  this  man  all  thefe  things  ?  And  they  were  offend¬ 
ed  in  him.\  The  objection  originates  from  a  wrong 
tade,  and  from  the  want  of  a  proper  attention  to  the 
work  on  which  our  Saviour  came,  not  to  be  minifred 
unto ,  but  to  minifer ,  and  to  give  his  life  a  ranfom  for  ma¬ 
ny  §  Mankind  relifh  the  pomp,  riches,  and  honors  of 
this  world  ;  every  thing  which  belongs  to  the  pride  of 
life  ;  but  the  things  which  are  highly  ejleemed  among  men 
are  an  abomination  in  the  fight  of  God.  Jesus  Christ 
came  to  meliorate  the  tade,  corredl  the  midakes,  and 
humble  the  pride  of  men  :  To  teach  them  felfi  denial, 
meeknefs,  patience,  abdra&ion  from  this  world,  and 
to  fet  their  affe&ions  on  things  above.-  It  was  his  de- 
fign  to  (how  them  that  the  f mailed  degrees  of  true 
Chridian  humility,  meeknefs,  and  condefcenfion,  are 
far  more  valuable'than  all  the  pomp  and  enjoyments  of 
this  world.  For  him  therefore  to  have  appeared  in 
worldly  pomp  and  magnificence  would  have  been  en¬ 
tirely  inconfident  with  the  defign  of  his  coming.  It  • 
would  have  been  inconfident  with  the  prophetic  repre¬ 
sentations  of  the  Meffiah,  as  making  his  appearance 

*  Ephef.  i.  3.  f  1  Cor.  i.  35.  ±  Matth.xii.  j6, 57,58* 

§  Mattb.  xx.  38* 
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when  the  houfe  of  David  was  reduced  to  the  lowed: 
ebb  ;  fo  that  he  would  come  forth  as  a  rod  out  of  the 
fern  of  Jefef  a  root  out  of  a  dry  ground ,  who  fhouti 
have  no  form  or  comelinefs — be  a  man  of  for  row  and  ac¬ 
quainted  with  grief  :f  It  was  predicted,  that  many  fjould 
he  afonifhed at  him ,  becaufe  his  vifage fjould  be  more  mar¬ 
red  than  any  man1  s  and  his  form  more  than  the  fons  of 
men.%  Had  he  appeared  with  worldly  hate  and  mag¬ 
nificence,  how  could  the  fcriptures  have  been  fulfilled, 
or  it  have  been  known  that  he  was  the  Saviour  ? 

Further,  as  he  undertook  to  be  the  Saviour  of 
Tinners,  who  were  wretched,  and  miferable,  and  poor, 
and  blind,  and  naked,  who  had  forfeited,  all  good  and 
j uftly  deferved  all  evil,  to  be  a  fin-offering  and  a  curfe 
for  them,  it  behoved  him  to  appear  in  the  form  of  a 
fervant,  for  our  fakes  to  become  poor,  and  to  humble 
himfelf,  and  make  himfelf  of  no  reputation,  and  be¬ 
come  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs. 
i  his  exhibited  his  peerlefs  love  and  condefcenfion,  as 
wed  as  his  Father’s  grace,  in  a  far  more  aftonifhing 
and  conftraining  point  of  view,  than  if  he  had  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  majefty  of  a  prince  with  all  worldly  roy¬ 
alty  and  magnificence.  His  extreme  poverty,  fhame, 
humiliation,  and  agonies,  while  he  fuffered  as 
the  furety  of  Tinners,  manifefted  the  evil  of  fin,  the 
low  and  wretched  date  to  which  man  had  reduced 
himfelf,  in  afar  more  affedfing,  ftrong,  and  beneficial 
point  of  view,  than  they  could  poflibly  have  been 
made  known  to  creatures,  had  not  the  Saviour  thus 
humbled  himfelf.  Had  not  this  been  the  cafe  he  could 
not  have  been  fo  tenderly  touched  with  the  feeling  of 
our  infirmities,  and  from  his  own  experience  fo  well 
known  howto  luccour  and  fympathize  with  his  poor, 
defpifed,  and  affii&ed  people. 

Besides,  the  example  of  Christ  is  far  more  glori¬ 
ous,  important,  and  ufeful  to  his  people,  than  it  could 
have  been  had  he  appeared  in  worldly  greatnefs, 
Christ  came  to  be  their  example,  as  well  as  rightcouC* 

*  I(k:ah  xi-  x-  t  Chap.  Jiii.  j.  j  chap.  lii.  i4. 
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nefs  and  falvation.  His  exemplary  indifference  to  the 
world,  and  the  contempt  he  poured  upon  all  the  pur¬ 
suits  of  worldly  men,  his  meeknefs,  condefcenfioti, 
patience,  and  heavenly  mindednefs  were  of  immenfe 
importance  to  his  church,  and  to  all  his  difciples  to  en¬ 
force  the  dodlrinesof  felf-denial,  weanednefs  from  the 
world,  condefcenfion,  patience,  fortitude,  content¬ 
ment,  meeknefs,  and  heavenly  mindednefs,  which  he 
taught.  There  is  a  wonderful  confiflency  and  harmo- 
ny  between  the  dodfrines  which  he  taught  and  the  ex¬ 
ample  which  he  hath  exhibited  to  his  followers.  It  is 
entirely  adapted  to  their  ftate  of  trial,  and  to  the  na¬ 
ture  of  that  fpiritual  and  holy  kingdom  which  he  came 
to  fet  up  in  the  world.  But  had  the  Saviour  appear¬ 
ed  in  the  fulnefs,  parade,  and  magnificence  of  the 
princes  and  great  men  of  the  world,  it  would  have 
been  entirely  the  reverfe.  His  people  would  have  loft 
all  the  advantage  of  his  felf-denial,  meeknefs,  patience, 
and  abflradiion  from  the  world  ,  and  inflead  of  being 
taught  to  lay  up  treafures  in  heaven  would  have  been 
taught  to  feek  great  things  for  themfelves  on  the  earth. 
His  conduct  would  not  have  harmonized  with  the  de- 
fign  of  his  coming,  with  the  doctrines  he  taught,  nor 
with  the  nature  of  his  kingdom.  Hence  there  would 
have  been  lefs  of  true  greatnefs  and  wifdom  and  lefs 
appearance  of  divinity  than  there  now  is. 

Indeed,  there  was  in  Jesus,  arnidft  all  his  poverty 
and  fufferings,  a  greatnefs,  fortitude,  and  majefty,  in 
his  victory  over  the  world,  his  perfedf  felf-govern- 
ment,  his  forgivenefs  of  enemies,  in  his  caufing  the 
winds  and  feas  to  obey  him,  the  deaf  to  hear,  the 
blind  to  fee,  and  the  dead  to  live,  at  his  word,  than 
the  Alexanders,  Ctefars,  or  any  of  the  princes  and 
great  men  of  the  world  have  been  ever  able  to  mani- 
fe ft.  The  manner  of  his  operations,  healing  the  leper 
by,  1  willy  be  thou  clean  *  raifmg  the  dead  by  faying. 
Manly  arife  Lazarus ,  come  forth  was  far  more 

glorious  and  godlike  than  if  he  had  appeared  in  all  the 

*  Mark  i.41,  42.  f  Luke  ix.  54.  J  John  xi.  43* 
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pomp  and  fplendor  of  an  eaftern  monarch,  or  fum- 
moned  to  his  affiftance  myriads  of  angels.  He  ap¬ 
peared  like  him,  who  raid ,  Let  there  be  light :  and  there 
urns  light  :*  Who  made  the  heavens  by  his  word.  He 
fpake j  and  it  was  done  ;  he  commanded,  and  it  Jlood  fajl.  f 

The  external  ftate  and  equipage  of  men  is  a  badge 
of  their  real  want  of  greatnefs,  and  becomes  neceffa- 
ry  to  fupport  their  authority,  and  keep  up  the  idea  of 
their  importance  ;  becaufe  they  have  no  fuch  internal 
dignity  and  excellency  above  others,  as  to  maintain 
their  influence  without  them.  But  in  Jesus  Christ 
there  was  uncreated,  infinite  dignity  and  excellence. 
All  fulnefs  dwells  in  him.J  He  hath  power  over  all 
fleJJjy  to  give  eternal  life  to  as  many  as  the  Father  hath 
given  him.§  There  is  therefore  no  ground  of  offence* 
at  thecrofsof  Christ. 

Deists  and  infidels  have  fpared  no  pains  to  invali¬ 
date  divine  revelation,  and  fap  the  foundations  of  all 
the  hopes  and  comforts  of  Chriffians.  They  have  at¬ 
tempted,  from  the  Egyptian  Dynaltes  and  the  Chinefe 
chronology,  to  prove  that  the  fcripture  chronology  is 
erroneous,  and  that  the  world  is  many  thoufands  of 
years  older  than  the  Mofaic  account  makes  it  to  be  5 
but  tnofe  accounts,  upon  the  moll  critical  examina¬ 
tion,  have  by  the  moft  certain  fadts,  been  ftiown  to 
be  without  foundation  *,  and  the  fcripture  account  has 
been  eftablifhed  upon  the  moft  convincing  evidence. 
Bedford  in  his  chronology,  by  the  calculation  of  eclip- 
fes,  the  places  and  fituations  of  the  planets,  at  various 
times,  by  moons,  paffovers,  computations  and  com- 
p.uifons  01  the  lives  of  men  In  different  nations,  and 
ages,  and.  by  a  great  variety  of  circumftances,  has 
clearly  evinced  the  authenticity  of  the  fcripture  ac¬ 
count.  ||  No  man  of  reading  and  candor,  I  prefurne* 
in  future.,  will  think  it  of  any  weight,  o*r  even  honor¬ 
able  to  his  underftanding,  to  produce  thofe  extrava¬ 
gant  and  falfe  accounts,  as  in  the  leaft  degree  invali- 

*  cGen/i-  **  t  Plalm  xxxiii.  9.  J  CoJ.  i.  19.  §  John  xvii.  2, 

||  See  his  numerous  Tables,  and  his  treatife  of  the  Egyptian 
Dynaftes  and  the  Chinefe  accounts,  Chr.  Chap.  VI.  p.  5J,  to  91, 
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dating  the  chronology  of  the  bible,  and  the  truth  of 
divine  revelation. 

Dejstical  writers  have  urged  the  different  fhapes 
and  complexions  of  the  human  fpecies,  as  an  evidence 
that  all  men  could  not  have  defcended  from  the  fame 
anceftors,  Adam  and  Eve;  and  hence  that  the  fcrip- 
ture  account  cannot  be  true.  But  it  is  impofiible  for 
them  to  prove  that  all  the  differences  are  not  owing 
to  nature,  to  different  food,  climates,  manner  of  liv¬ 
ing,  and  various  other  circumdances.  There  are  un¬ 
accountable  and  wonderful  differences  in  children  of 
the  fame  family,  and  of  the  fame  conception  and  birth  ; 
as  in  thofe  twin  brothers,  Efau  and  Jacob.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  hiflorians,  people  who  have  been  tranfported 
from  their  native  countries  to  diftant  iflands  and  cli¬ 
mates,  have,  inprocefsof  time,  become  like  a  differ¬ 
ent  race  of  men,  as  to  fhape,  complexion,  fize,  and 
genius.  Different  employments  alter  the  drape  of  the 
body,  legs,  and  arms  ;  and  different  climates,  both 
the  fkin  and  temper.  In  America,  we  fee  the  footy 
African  changing  his  fkin,  and  the  tawny  Indians  be¬ 
coming  white,  like  Englifh  men.f  Thefe  differences 
therefore,  undoubtedly,  originate  in  natural  caufes, 
in  the  dime  family  or  race  of  beings.  They  are  poor 
arguments  indeed  to  Oiake  our  faith  in  the  divine 
oracles. 

Having  in  this  and  the  preceding  difcourfes  anfwer- 
ed  fome  of  the  principal  and  mod.  plaufible  objections 
again!!  revelation,  I  (hall  conclude  this  difeourfe  with 
feveral  obfervations. 

I.  It  is  natural  to  remark,  that  although  deidical 
writers  profefs  themfelves  to  be  wife  and  learned  above 
other  men,  and  glory  in  the  ftrength  of  their  argu¬ 
ments,  yet  there  is  no  clafs  of  writers  who  have  ever 
appeared,  whofe  reafonings  have  been  fo  inconfident 
and  puerile,  fo  dellitute  of  candor,  and  fo  fraught 
with  mifreprefentation  as  theirs.  I  am  willing  to  ap- 

Witncfs  t,he  white  negro,  who,  a  few  years  fince  travelled 
through  the  country,  and  two  laboring  healthy  Indians  of 
the  fix  nations,  who  turned  white. 
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peal  to  the  common  fenfe  and  confciences  of  all  fober 
men,  whether  there  is  any  real  weight  or  folidity  in 
the  mod  plaufible  of  them  ?  Whether  they  do  not 
generally  as  (trongly  militate  againft  deifm,  as  againlt 
divine  revelation  ?  Whether  they  are  not  diredtly  op- 
pofed  to  the  analogy  of  the  divine  works  both  of  crea¬ 
tion  and  providence  ?  Nay,  whether  they  are  not  fo 
groundlefs  and  futile,  fo  contrary  to  the  common  rea¬ 
soning  and  practice  of  mankind,  with  refpect  to  other 
Subjects,  as  that  every  man  who  wifhes  to  preferve  the 
honor  of  his  underftanding,  would  not  be  far  from 
adopting  them  ?  The  weaknefs  and  impertinence  of 
their  arguments  and  cavils,  their  uncandid  and  ground¬ 
lefs  infinuations,  their  ridicule  and  grofs  mifreprefent- 
ations  of  the  fcriptures,  their  unparalleled  bitternefs  * 
and  blafphemies  fet  the  weaknefs  and  badnefs  of  their 
caufe  in  a  flagrant  point  of  light.  Had  deifm  any 
foundation,  but  in  a  wicked  heart,  it  would  have  no 
need  of  fuch  miferable  defences.  Perhaps  thefe  words 
of  the  apoflle  were  never  more  applicable  to  any  clafs 
of  men,  than  to  the  infidel  philofophers,  f*rofeJfing 
themfelves  to  be  wife,  they  became  fools . 

II.  Since  the  commands  of  God  and  all  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  benevolence  require,  that  the  (tumbling 
blocks  fhould  be  removed  and  that  no  offence  (hould 
be  given,  how  ineffable  is  their  guilt,  who  are  filling 
and  hedging  up  the  way  with  them  ?  This  the  profef- 
fed  enemies  of  Chriftianity  are  doing  with  all  their 
arts  and  powers.  They  are  doing  it  by  falfe  reafon- 
ings,  mifreprefentations,  reproach,  and  ridicule;  by 
falfe  charges  and  groundlefs  infinuations,  and  by 
ipreading  books  of  infidelity  in  the  country,  and  efpe- 
dally  among  young  people.  In  Connedicut  and  New- 
England  they  are  adting  this  horrid  part  under  the 
meridian  luftre  of  the  gofpel,  and  under  all  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  a  Chriitian  education  ;  againft  the  commands 
mercies,  and  threatenings  of  almighty  God  !  Againft 
the  couniels,^  intreaties,  prayers,  and  tears  of  pious 
parents,  whole  hoary  heads,  by  their  contempt  of  the 


/ 


242  OBJECTIONS  REMOVED.  £)is.  j  0> 

Qmrm  mma  n.i.i 

gofpel  and  loofe  lives,  they  are  bringing  down  with 
i  or  row  to  the  grave.  Nay,  they  are  adting  againfl  all 
the  piety  and  wifdom  of  thofe  renowned  ancefors  who 
laid  the  free,  civil,  and  religious  foundations  of  thefe 
commonwealths  ;  and  againf  the  long  experience, 
which,  for  ages,  their  defendants  haveVad  of  their 
good  effects,  in  the  enjoyment  of  fuch  perfonal,  do- 
meftic,  civil,  and  religious  peace,  order,  freedom,  and 
happinefs  as  no  other  people  ever  enjoyed.  They  are 
not  only  destroying  themfelves  but  others  ;  depriving 
them  not  of  natural  life  and  happinefs,  but  of  life  and 
bleffedneis  eternal,  blow  inconceivable  is  the  enor¬ 
mity  of  fuch  a  conduct  ?  Do  not  all  the  denunciations 
of  heaven  againft  apoftates  and  unbelievers,  hand 
charged  againft  them.  Is  not  this  the  condemnation , 
that  light  is  come  into  the  world  and  men  loved  darhnej's 
rather  than  light  ? 

III.  We  cannot  but  reflect,  that  the  fin  of  hypo¬ 
crites  and  looie  profeffors  is  great  beyond  all  calcula¬ 
tion.  While  they  are  under  the  highefl  obligation  to 
remove  the  fumbling  blocks,  to  walk  inoffenfively, 
and  perfe£t  holinefs  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  they  are 
occasions  of  the  greateft  fumbling  and  offence.  Like 
Judas  they  betray  their  Saviour  with  a  kifs — Give  an 
occafion  to  the  enemy  to  blafpheme — Grieve  their 
brethren  and  prejudice  many  againft  Christ  and  his 
holy  religion.  Notwithf anding  their  folemn  vows 
and  difinguilning  privileges,  they  are  abettors  of  Satan 
and  his  inf  ruments  in  their  oppofition  to  CHRisr^and 
all  righteoufnefs.  Nay,  they  are  themfelves  his  in- 
ftruments,  and  children,  difhonoring  and;  crucifying 
the  dear  Saviour  afrefi,  bringing  his  caufe  into  con¬ 
tempt,  and  defroying  the  fouls  of  men.  They  are 
doing  the  fame  infernal  work,  in  the  vifible  family  of 
Christ,  which  atheifs,  deifs,  and  the  moft  profane 
and  abandoned  finners  are  doing  without.  Alas  !  to 
what  an  awful  doom  are  they  haf  ening  ?  With  what 
ferioufnefs  fhould  Chriftians  examine  themfelves,  that 
they  may  know  their  fate  ? — Whether  they  are  adling 
this  dreadful  part  or  not  ?  What  reafon  is  there,  that 
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fearful nefs  (hould  furprife  all  hypocrites,  and  that  they 
{hould  fly,  without  a  moment’s  delay,  to  lay  hold  on 
the  hope  fet  before  them  ?  What  danger  is  there,  that 
God,  in  his  great  difpleafure,  will  foon  feparate  them 
with  Judas,  infidels,  and  apoftates,  to  their  own 
place  ?  Will  he  not  cut  them  afunder  and  appoint  them 
their  portion  with  hypocrites ,  where  flail  he  weeping  and 
gnr fling  of  teeth  f 

IV.  Is  it  of  fuch  importance  that  the  {fumbling 
blocks  be  removed,  how  indefatigably  ffiould  Chrif- 
tiaus  labor  to  be  rich  in  knowledge,  faith,  and  good 
works?  that  they  may  be  able  to  vindicate  the  truth 
again  ft  gainfayers— -to  remove  occafions  of  {fumbling, 
and  give  a  reafon  of  the  hope  which  is  in  them — that 
by  the  light  of  their  dodtrines  and  good  works,  they 
may  engage  and  conflrain  men  to  embrace  the 
truth,  and  glorify  their  father  who  is  in  heaven.  Noth¬ 
ing  can  have  a  more  happy  influence  on  Chriflianity 
than  thefe.  They  were  efficacious  means  of  fpread- 
ing  the  gofpel  in  the  primitive  ages.  They  raoft  ef- 
fe&ually  remove  {fumbling  blocks,  and  allure  men  to 
walk  in  the  path  of  life.  Would  Chriftians  therefore 
prevent  the  increafe  of  infidelity,  fave  immortal  fouls, 
and  glorify  their  Redeemer,  let  them  be  eminent  in 
the  knowledge  of  Christ,  hold  faff  their  profeffion, 
be  Jleadjaf ,  unmoveable ,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of 
the  Lord . 

In  a  word,  let  all  be  penetrated  with  a  fenfe  of  the 
weaknefs,  prefumption,  and  incalculable  madnefs  of 
deifm  *,  of  its  infinite  criminality  and  danger  *,  of  its 
danger  not  only  to  themfelves,  but  to  their  pofterity, 
friends,  connexions,-  and  to  all  the  interefts  of  foci- 
ety,  civil  and  religious.  Let  all  take  the  alarm,  and 
fly  the  tremendous  precipice.  Amen. 
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On  the  advantages  of  walking  with  the  wife. 


proverbs  X111.  20.  The  firft  claufe  of  the  verfe. 

He  that  waiketh  with  wife  men  fiall  be  wife. 

THE  influence  which  connexions,  company,  and 
exampie  have  upon  men  admits  of  no  calcula- 

1  qn‘  -1  re/e  commoniy  form  and  fix  their  char- 
actors  in  .ife,  and  lay  a  foundation  for  honor  or  thame, 

happincfs  or  miferjr,  in  time  and  eternity.  It  feems  to 
have  been  the  defign  of  the  facred  penman  in  this 
verfe  to  fiiow  the  wonderful  influence  which  a  man’s 
iociety  has  upon  him  to  purify  and  fave,  or  to  corrupt 
and  deftroy  him.  It  was  confidered  as  true  even  to  a 
proverb  m  If.  ael,  by  the  wifeft  prince  who  ever  fway- 
eil  a  feeptre,  that  thofe  who  were  fo  happy  as  to  form 
connexions  and  walk  with  the  wife  fliould  ordinarily 
become  wife  themfelves.  Indeed  the  proverb  has  an 
higher  origin  than  the  Ifraelites  or  their  royal  preach¬ 
er  ;  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  fpoken  it.  It  con¬ 
tains  a  truth  of  the  greatell  and  molt  folemn  import¬ 
ance  to  mankind  univerfaliy,  but  efpecially  to  youn.T 
people,  who  are  beginning  the  world  and  forming 
their  friendfliips  and  connexions  for  life.  That  it  mav 
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be  exhibited  in  the  moft  ufeful  point  of  light,  it  is 
pro  po  fed, 

I.  To  fhow  who  the  wife  men  are  with  whom  the 
text  directs  and  encourages  us  to  walk. 

II,  What  it  is  to  walk  with  them. 

in.  The  happy  confequences  of  affociating  and 
walking  with  fuch  excellent  company  ;  we  fhall  prob¬ 
ably  become  wife  ourfelves. 

L  Who  are  the  wife  with  whom  the  text  directs 
and  encourages  us  to  walk  ? 

In  the  writings  of  David  and  Solomon,  true  reli¬ 
gion  is  generally  reprefented  under  the  idea  of  wif- 
dom  ;  and  pious  and  righteous  men  are  termed  wife. 
This  is  exemplified  in  the  following  and  fimilar  paffa- 
ges,  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  wifdom .* 
The.  wife  fhall  inherit  glory ,  but  Jhame  Jhall  be  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  fools  .f  The  wife  therefore  are  the  fame  as 
tne  righteous.  X  hey  are  thofe  who  love  and  fear  Goi> 
and  under  the  influence  of  divine  principles,  pay  a 
confcientious  regard  univerfally  to  all  his  command¬ 
ments.  According  to  thefe  royal  writers  the  firft  ftep, 
the  very  beginning  of  wifdom  is  the  fear  of  God„ 
All  men,  however  wife  they  may  be  in  other  refpe£ls, 
who  are  deftitute  of  this,  in  the  language  of  the  fcrip- 
tures,  are  fools.  r 

The  wife  more  particularly,  are  men  who  have 
been  deeply  convinced  of  fin,  and  feen  themfelves  to 
be  guilty,  felf -ruined,  inexorable  offenders,  whom 
God  might  juflly  deflroy.  They  have  been  brought 
o  /.rom  evei7  tefuge  and  creature  dependance, 
and  known  prafticalljr,  that  by  the  deeds  of  the  law, 
taeie  fhall  no  flefh  be  juflified.  They  have  been  born 
agam,  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the  fiejh,  nor  of 
the  will  of  man  but  of  God.%  The  light  of  his  glory 
hath  fhmed  in  their  hearts  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ 
i  hey  believe  that  he  is ,  and  that  he  is  a  rewarder  of 
them  that  diligently  jeek  him.  [|  Their  hearts  are  warm* 

PJalrncxi.  10.  f  Prov.  iii.  ic, 

t  Joan  i#  1 3,  l|  Hob.  xi.  6, 
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ed  with  divine  love,  and  purified  by  faith.  They  are 
penetrated  with  a  fenfe  of  the  greatnefs,  perfe&idn, 
and  uncreated  glories  of  Jehovah.  They  rejoice  in 
his  fupreme,  everlaRing  dominion,  confummate  and 
unchangeable  bleflednefs.  They  delight  in  his  law  af- 
ter  the  inward  man.  They  believe  that  Jesus  is  the 
Christ,  the  well-beloved  and  eternal  Son  of  Gon, 
an  all-fufficient,  and  the  only  Saviour  of  men.  They 
embrace  him  as  the  pearl  of  great  price,  and  the  gof- 
Pel  as  glorious ,  a  faithful  faying  and  worthy  of  all  ^ac¬ 
ceptation,  1  hey  worfhip  the  Father  in  fpirit  and  in 
truth  $  embrace  his  promifes,  believe  his  threatenings 
and  tremble  at  his  word.  Their  hearts  are  wedded 
to  his  people  and  interefis,  preferring  Jerufaiem,  his 
great  moral  kingdom,  to  their  chief  joy.  They  are 
in  Rant  in  feafon  and  out  of  feafon  to  hear  the  word 
preached  and  to  attend  all  divine  inftitutions. 

Ihey  are  ennobled  with  an  univerfa!  philanthropy;. 
do  good  to  all  men,  as  they  have  opportunity ,  and  efpe dally 
to  the  houfehold  of  faith.  Ihey  fpeak  the  truth  every  one 

to  his  neighbour ,  and  are  pun&ual  to  their  engagements. 
Like  Cornelius  and  the  excellent  Dorcas,  they  work 
righteoufnefs ,  pray  to  Gojd  alway ,  and  are  full  of  good 
works  and  alms-deeds.  Like  Abraham  and  Jofhua  they 
teach  and  command  their  families  to  ferve  the  Lord. 
By  faith  they  overcome  the  world,  and  as  to  the  gov¬ 
erning  and  general  tenor  of  their  lives,  walk  in  all 
God’s  Ratutes  and  ordinances  blamelefs.  They  choofe 
religion  for  their  bu'finefs  and  pleafurc,  God  and 
^heaven  for  their  portion.  While  others  are  feeking  a 
portion  of  this  world,  they  defire  a  better  country,  that 
is  an  heavenly  :  Wherefore  God  is  not  ajhamed  to  be  their 
God  :  for  he  hath  prepared  for  them  a  city*  As  they 
ihine  as  lights  in  this  world,  to  the  glory  of  God  and 
the  good  of  men,  they  fhall  Jhine  as  the  brightnefs  of 
the  firmament  and  as  the  fiars ,  nay  as  the  fun  in  his 
Jlrength  in  the  kingdom  of  their  father ,  forever  and  ever > 

These  are  the  wife,  the  only  wife  in  God’s  account. 
They  are  wife  as  they  choofe  infinitely  the  beft  por- 

*  Heb.  xh  i6«> 
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fcion,  a£t  from  the  noblefl  principles,  purfue  the  bed: 
ends  the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  his  moral 
kingdom,  and  adopt  the  bed  means  to  accomplifh  thefe 
glorious  purpofes.  This  prepares  the  way, 

II.  To  fhow  what  it  is  to  walk  with  them. 

This  implies  that  we  make  them  our  companions, 
and  condantly  adociate  with  them  for  example,  in- 
£iru6tion,  and  counfel.  We  cannot  walk  with  them 
unlefs  we  make  them  our  aflociates.  That  a  man  may 
walk  or  journey  with  others,  he  mud  join  himfelf  to 
them  and  go  on  with  them  in  the  fame  road.  Walk¬ 
ing  with  others  commonly  implies  the  familiarity  and 
intimacy  of  friends.  Friends  who  aflbciate  and  travel 
together  are  generally  familiar  with  each  other,  open¬ 
ing  their  minds  freely,  and  communicating  their  fen- 
timents,  views,  hopes,  fears,  forrows,  and  joys  to 
each  other.  Fney  will  converfe  of  the  fubjedfs  which 
are  mod  interefling  and  pleaftng  to  them.  Walking 
with  the  wife  not  only  implies  this  familiarity,  but  an 
earned  and  fixed  attention  and  exertion  to  become  in¬ 
timately  acquainted  with  their  dodlrines,  examples, 
and  condudt  as  they  refpedd  God  and  men.  It  im¬ 
ports  an  earned  inquifitivenefs  into  the  reafons  of  their 
hopes  and  condudl.  Wife  men  can  render  a  reafon  of 
their  fakh  and  pra£lice.  Their  lips  preferve  know!- 
edge.  I  heir  converfation,  indruclions,  and  couufels 
will  be  wile,  divine,  and  momentous.  They  will  lead 
in  the  way  of  right eoufnefs ,  in  the  midjt  of  the  paths  of 
judgment .*  In  walking  with  them,  men  treat  them 
as  wife,  pay  an  early,  earned  and  fubmiffive  attention 
to  all  that  lnftrudion,  redraint,  and  difcipline,  which 
God  hath  appointed,  and  which  they  pra&ife  in  their 
families  ;  tliat  thofe  under  their  care  may  be  brought 
tip  the  nurture  ancl  admonition  of  the  LORD .  An 
equal  attention  mud  be  paid  to  public  worfhip  and' 
to  all  public  indruaions.  With  the  wife  we  mud 
hear  the  word  always,  watching  daily  at  the  gates  of 
wildom  and  waiting  at  the  pods  of  her  doors.  We 

*  Prov,  viii.  so. 
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mud  take  heed  how  we  hear,  knowing  that  it  is  not  a 
vain  thing  ;  becaufe  it  is  for  our  life. 

Walking  with  the  wife,  implies  a  conftant  exer¬ 
tion  to  know,  as  far  as  poflible,  their  experience  :  How 
they  came  to  forfake  the  foolifh  and  live  ;  and,  with 
iuch  engagednefs  and  perfeverance,  to  go  in  the  way 
of  underdanding  :  What  was  the  manner  of  the  di¬ 
vine  conduct  towards  them,  what  were  their  feelings, 
views,  aims,  and  resolutions,  and  we  Should  Search  the 
Scriptures,  to  know  whether  the  things  we  are  taught 
and  heat  are  So.  In  theSe  ways,  we  Should  as  Soon, 
and  as  far  as  poflible,  drive  to  acquaint  ourSelves  with 
the  whole  theory  of  dodfrinal  and  experimental  reli¬ 
gion.  People  Should  open  their  hearts  freely  to  min- 
iders,  and  to  people  who  are  mod  eminent  for  their 
knowledge  and  experience  in  religion,  and  enquire 
what  doctrines,  what  preaching,  what  books,  what 
events  and  things  have  been  mod  Serviceable  to  them  in 
the  divine  life  ?  They  will  delight  to  converfe  on  thefe 
Subjects,  and  to  communicate  all  the  light  and  induc¬ 
tion  in  their  power.  Inquifitivenefs  refpe£ting  them 
will  excite  their  concern  for  Such  enquirers,  and  in¬ 
fluence  them  to  intercede  and  wredle  with  God  for 
them,  that  they  may  know  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus. 
W e  Should  with  the  deeped  attention  receive  their  com¬ 
munications,  and  carefully  attend  to  their  examples. 
We  Should  obferve  their  piety  towards  God,  righteouf- 
nefs  and  charity  towards  men,  and  their  Sobriety  as  it 
refpe&s  themfelves  ;  their  peaceablenefs,  contentment, 
patience,  and  lubmiflionto  the  divine  government. 
While  we  obferve  we  mud  imitate  thefe  excellencies, 
and  be  aSSiduous  and  perfevering  in  our  observance  and 
imitation. 

The  great  defign  of  walking  with  the  wife,  is  to 
make  us  really  wife  and  holy  as  they  are  •>  to  love  and 
praftife  as  they  do.  To  this  all  the  perfections,  com¬ 
mands,  and  mercies  of  God  oblige  us  every  moment* 
Now  God  commandeth  all  men  every  whereto  repent.  To 
this  all  the  indrudtions  and  examples  of  the  wife  urge 
us.  Until  we  have  the  wifdom  which  begins  in  the 
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Jove  and  fear  of  God  we  are  fools  and  do  nothing 
which  can  pleafe  him.  So  then  they  that  are  in  the  flefh 
cannot  pleafe  God.  *  Without faith  it  is  impofftble  to  pleafe 
Until  men  believe  in  JESUS,  the  wrath  of  Goo 
abideth  on  them ,  and  they  cannot  fee  life,  They  can  have 
iio  ecurity  or  one  day  or  hour  from  going  down  into 
ne  pit  w  ence  there  is  no  redemption.  How  deeply 
fhould  every  mind  be  impaired  with  a  fenfe  of  the  im¬ 
portance  of  fo  walking  with  the  wife  as  to  become 
immediately  hke  them  !  How  fhould  every  one  in- 
ltantly  cry  after  knowledge ,  and  lift  up  his  voice  for  un~ 
der /landing  ?  Seek  her  as  fiver,  and  fear ch  for  her,  as  for 

Tr!ZfUra .1 hC  may  und"ftand  the  fear  of  the 
■la(XRD  ;  atid,  find  the  knowledge  of  GodA 

This  brings  me, 

anJF;  iT°  lhow,th®  hfPPy  confequences  of  affociating 
and  walking  with  fuch  excellent  company  ;  we  lhall 
probably  become  wife  ourfelves.  1 

lJrltf!hb7ebe,°{  grft  imPortance  to  Bate  and  il- 
luftrate  the  true  idea  of  the  text  and  of  other  fimilar 

pallages  of  fcnpture.  This  lhall  be  done  with  integri- 

anabJv  aenf m’  ^  attendo11  to  fhe 

analogy  and  general  language  of  the  fcripture.  To 

give  even  general fatisfadion  oh  the  fubjeft,  while  fuch 

different  opinions  are  entertained  with  refpeft  to  what 

have  generaHy  been  called  the  means  of  grace"  7am 

rM?yp?ble  WiIi  be  extreme]y  difficult  if  not  imp7- 
fible.  But  whatever  difficulties  may  attend  the  fubieft, 

o  great  importance  to  know  whether  there  be 
any  fuch  things  as  means  of  grace,  or  whether  the  di! 
vine  infhtutions  have  any  inftrumentality,  in  the  con 
yi chon,  fandification  land  falvation  of  Len.  It  is  of 
immenfe  importance  to  know  whether  there  are  any 

SemernST^r’  ""  ComPanions  which  an  unre- 

he  can  be  wv'r  ^  °r/n>'  ^umllances  in  which 
he  can  which  may  render  his  fandification  and  fal- 

vat.on  more  probable  than  if  it  were  otherwife,  that  he 

might  immediately  enjoy  thofe  teachings  and  compan! 

*  Rom-  vm-  8>  +  He*>-  xi.  6.  t  Pror.  ii.  3,  4,  5. 
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ions,  and  if  poffible  be  put  into  thofe  circumftances. 
It  muff  alfo  be  of  great  moment  to  others  to  know, 
what  is  their  duty  towards  their  children,  and  towards 
mankind  in  general,  and  efpecially  towards  the  Heathen*, 


and  what  reafons  and  encouragements  there  are  tor 


inflrubtions,  reflraints,  and  human  exertions  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  falvarion  of  finners.  If  any  thing  can 
poffibly  be  done  to  render  their  falvation,  under  the 
divine  economy  of  mercy,  more  probable,  than.. if  it 
were  not  done,  it.  is  of  incalculable  importance  that  it 
be  immediately  effected.  But  if,  on  the  ctaer  hand, 
there  are  no  means  of  grace,  as  Iome  maintain,  and 
the  gofpcl  and  its  inflitutions  have  no  effeft  or  infi.ru**-- 
mentality,  in  the  conviction,  ccnveriion,  and  falvation 
of  finners,  what  reafons  and  encouragements  are 
there  to  inftruCt  and  reftrain  children,  to  preach  the 
gofpel  to  finners,  to  fend  miffionaries  and  bibles  to  the 
Heathen  ?  What  encouragement  or  motive  can  there 
be  for  children  and  the  uriregenerate  to  read  the  word, 
or  attend  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  ?  What  encour¬ 
agement  to  keep  good  company  rather  than  evil  ?  On 
this  ground,  how  can  we  maintain  the  wildom  or 
goodnefs  of  God  in  his  own  inflitutions  ?  Or  how 
can  it  be  fhown,  that  he  honors  them  as  his  own  ?  I 
freely  acknowledge  and  avow  it  as  my  opinion  that  the1 
gofpel  and  its  inflitutions,  under  the  divine  economy, 
are  means  of  grace.  From  the  leriptures  I  am  con- 
Brained  to  believe,  that  ordinarily  God  laves  none 
without  them  :  For  how  fhall  men  believe  in  him  of 


•whom  they  have  not  heard  ?  And  how  Jhall  they  hear 
•without  a  preacher  ?  So  then  faith  cotneih  by.  hearings 
and  hearing  by  the  word  of  God*  Since  tnis  is  the  cafe 
there  muff  be  a  greater  probability  of  the  falvation  of 
impenitent  finners,  other  things  being  equal,  under 
the  enjoyment  of  gofpel  inflitutions,  than  where  they 
are  not.  Efpecially,  if  the  gofpel  be  preached  clearly 
and  powerfully,  and  if  there  be  good  men  whole 
lights  fhine  before  others,  and  who  educate  their  chiU 

*  Rom.  x.  14,  17. 
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dren  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord.  This 
truth  it  is  humbly  conceived,  is  expreffed  in  my  text* 
He  that  walketh  with  wife  men  fjall  he  wife.  The  word 
he  is  not  reftri£led  to  any  particular  clafs  of  people  ; 
but  appears  to  be  ufed  as  an  univerfal  term,  for  any 
he,  and  every  he,  or  perfon,  who  fhall  walk  with  the 
wife.  The  ciaufe  oppoied  to  it  is  alfo  univerfal,  which 
is  a  further  evidence  that  the  he,  and  companion  are 
med  in  the  univerfal  fenfe.  The  words  therefore  ex- 
prefs  the  ftrong,  natural  tendency  which  an  intimate 
and  perfevering  walk  with  the  wife,  has  to  make  men 
dodrinaily  and  fpiritually  wife.  They  import,  that 
this,  ordinarily,  is  the  way  in  which  thofe  who  ever 
obtain  wifdom  become  wife  *,  and  that  there  is  no  ra¬ 
tional  profpecft  of  obtaining  it  in  any  other.  It  is  ap¬ 
prehended  that  they  do  not  contain  an  abfolute  prom¬ 
ile  ;  but  exprets  the  natural  and  general  tendency  of 
walking  with  wife  men  ^  and  the  greater  probability 
which,  according  to  all  human  experience  and  obferv- 
ation,  and  the  common  difpenfations  of  providence^ 
tii. re  is  that  they  will  be  made  wife  rather  than  others. 
There  are  other  paffages  to  be  underflood  in  the  fame 
light.  Particularly  Proverbs  xxii.  6.  Train  up  a  child 
in  the  way  he  jhould  go ^ :  and  when  he  is  old  he  will  not 
depart  from  it.  That  is,  the  happy  impreftions .  made,, 
and  the  habits  formed,  in  childhood,  will  ordinarily 
remain  and  extend  their  happy  influence  through  life 
The  writings  of  all  men  of  learning  and  obfervation* 
and  all  ancient  and  modern  experience  attefl  this  truth. 
Ihe  benefits  of  a  good  education,  to  individuals,  to 
families,  to  church  and  commonwealth,  have  been 
found  to  be  incalculably  great.  Neverthelefs,  neither 
tins  nor  fome  other  fimilar  palTages  are  to  be  under- 
uood  as  univerfaliy  true.  Experience  demonftrates 
that  in  many  inftances  this  is  not  the  cafe.  This  prov- 
erb,  Jike  the  text,  exprefTes  the  ftrong  natural  tenden¬ 
cy  01  fuch  an  education  to  fecure  the  event,  and  the 
greater  probability  of  it  in  this  way,  than  in  any  other.*' 

tW  STC  ,di?ines  confider  this  as  an  abfolute  promife  to 
-ho.e  who  dedicate  their  children  in  faith,  and  educate  them 
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To  the  fame  efFecl  is  i  Timothy  iv.  1 6.  Take  heed  unto 
thyfelf  and  unto  thy  doctrine  ;  continue  in  them  :  for  in 
doing  this ,  thou  JJoalt  both  fave  thyfelf  and  them  that 
hear  thee*  The  words,  at  leaft,  import  that  in  this 
way  a  minifter  will  moft  probably  obtain  the  falvation 
of  his  own  foul,  and  be  a  fuccefsful  preacher,  having 
the  fouls  of  his  hearers.  It  cannot  be  reafonably  pre¬ 
tended  that  this  is  an  abfolute  promife  that  a  good 
minifter  (hall  fave  all  univerfally  who  hear  him  j  but 
it  expreffes  a  greater  probability  of  his  fuccefs  in  this 
way  than  in  any  other  ;  and  that  finnefs  under  fuch 
a  minifter  are  more  likely  to  be  faved  than  under  one 
of  a  different  character. 

It  is  readily  conceded,  that  there  are  no  abfolute 
promifes  of  falvation  made  to  any  unregenerate  men : 
That  they  never  will  do  any  thing  while  unregenerate 
and  unbelieving  to  prevent  the  wrath  of  God  from 
abiding  on  them,  nor  be  in  any  circumftances  in  which 
God  is  under  the  leaft  obligation  to  them,  by  promife 
or  otherwife,  to  fave  them,  or  in  which  they  are  not 
expofed  to  eternal  condemnation.  Regeneration  is 
undoubtedly  an  unpromifea  favor  effe£led  folely  by 
the  operation  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Nevertheless,  there  is  a  far  greater  probability  of 
the  falvation  of  fome  unregenerate  men  than  others, 
and  the  ufe  of  means,  or  a  moft  ferious  and  conftant 
attention  to  them  is  of  infinite  moment.  This,  it  is 
apprehended,  is  not  only  taught  in  the  paffages  al¬ 
ready  adduced,  but  it  is  the  inftruction  which  the 
whole  tenor  and  general  language  of  the  bible  gives  us. 
All  arguments  which  fhow  the  neceffity  of  a  divine 
revelation,  and  God  s  giving  it  to  us  evince  this  truth. 

agreeably  to  the  divine  will.  Taken  in  this  view,  it  would 
prove  the  point  under  confideration  more  forcibly  than  in  the 
other. 

*  Some  by  hear  theey  in  this  text,  underftand  obey  thee9  but 
this  is  making  the  text,  or  the  apofth,  to  fay  nothing  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  good  minifter  ;  for  fuch  wicked  minif- 
fers  as  prophefied  in  Chrift’s  name,  cafl  ©ut  devils,  and  did 
many  wonderful  works,  faved  all  their  hearers  who  obeyed 
the  gofpel. 
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Tor  if  mankind  could  as  probably  have  been  faved 
without  a  revelation  as  with,  it  cannot  be  fhown  how 
a  revelation  was  neceffary,  why  God  hath  given  one, 
or  that  tnere  is  any  wifdom  or  goodnefs  in  his  giving 
us  the  feriptures.  '  Why  are  not  they  and  all  divine  in- 
hitutions  in  vain  to  natural  men,  if  they  are  not 
means  of  grace  ;  and  do  not  render  the  falvation  of 
men  more  probable  where  they  are  enjoyed,  than 
where  they  are  not  ?  But  certainly  God  does  nothin"* 
in  vain  ;  nothing  but  what  is,  in  the  highefl  degree, 
wile  and  good.^  To  fuppofe  that  he  has  given  his 
woid,  and  ordained  a  variety  of  inflitutions  which  are 
not  adapted,  in  the  molt  wife  and  happy  manner,  to  an¬ 
swer  the  end  of  their  appointment;  or  that  he  will 
not  honor  his  own  inflitutions,  and  fucceed  them  be¬ 
yond  all  other  means,  is  indeed  an  high  refle&ion  on 
his  wildorri  and  goodnefs.  Hence  it  is  evident  that 
,  the  falvation  of  dinners,  under  the  enjoyment  of  the 
gofpel,  other  tilings  being  equal,  is  much  more  prob- 
ab.e  than  the  falvation  of  thofe  who  do  not  enjoy  it. 

Iurther,  the  feriptures  more  clearly  determine 
this  point,  as  they  declare,  that  divine  infimdions  are 
appointed  and  defigned  of  God  for  this  very  end  to 
prevent  men  m  general,  finners  as  well  as  faints,  from 
abandoning  themfelves  to  wickednefs,  and  to  make 
them  holy  and  happy.  Moft  exprefsly  in  point  are 
thofe  words  of  the  Pfalmift,  For  he  eftahlijhed  a  tefti- 
many  tn  Jacob,  and  appointed  a  lav,  in  If /ad,  which  he 
commanded  our  fathers  that  they  Jhould  make  them  known 
un  to  then-  chddren :  That  the  generation  to  come  might 
know '  them,  even  the  children  which  Jhould  be  born  ■  who 
jhould  artje and  declare  them  unto  their  children  :  that  then 

Con  Jei  I''  T  m  G°b'  "nd  notf°r&st  ™rks  'of 
’  °D  ;  :/  keeP  h'st  commandments  :  And  might  not  be  as 

ocnjathers,  ajlubborn  and  rebellious  generation*  The 
1  hilmift  here  doubtlefs  refers  to  that  remarkable  ore 
cePt  given  by  Motes,  Deut.  vi.  6,  7.  And  theft  niords 

*  Plalm  lxxviii.  5,  6,  7,  8, 
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’which  1  command  thee  this  day  jJjall  be  in  thine  heart ,  and 
thou  Jhalt  teach  them  diligently  unto  thy  children ,  and  Jhalt 
talk  of  them  when  thou  fittejl  in  thine  houfe ,  and  when 
thou  walkejl  by  the  way ,  and  when  thou  lief  downy  and 
*tohen  thou  rifef  up.  His  words  therefore  ftrongly  im¬ 
ply,  that  this  is  of  vaft  moment,  and  by  far  the  moft 
probable  way,  nay,  the  only  probable  way  in  which 
men  may  be  kept  from  a  fixed  courfe  of  rebellion 
againft  God,  and  be  influenced  to  repofe  their  confi¬ 
dence  in  Jehovah,  and  keep  his  commandments. 
The  words  of. the  Pfalmilt  not  only  exprefs  the  de¬ 
sign  of  God  in  giving  this  precept,  but  his  influence 
to  make  the  enjoined  inflections  fuccefsful.'  They 
therefore  who  walk  with  fuch  wife  people  as  have  the 
law  of  God  written  in  their  hearts  and  zealoufly  and 
diligently  teach  it,  with  all  his  wonderful  works  unto 
their  children,  domeffics,  and  fellow-men,  as  they 
have  opportunity,  are  certainly  in  a  more  probable 
way  to  become  wife  and  be  faved  than  others. 

Solomon  allures  us,  that  he  wrote  the  book  of 
Proverbs,  To  give  fubtilty  to  the  fimpley  to  the  young  man 
wifdom  and  knowledge .*  If  this  was  his  defign,  and 
the  defign  of  the  holy  fpirit  in  inditing  it,  then  certainly 
thofe  who  have  the  Proverbs  are  more  likely  to  become 
wife  than  others  who  have  them  not,  efpecially  if  they 
ferioufiy  and  diligently  attend  to  them. 

Indeed  the  divine  word  is  declared  to  have  great  ef¬ 
fect  and  influence  in  convincing,  humbling,  and  con¬ 
verting  Tinners.  In  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  Tefta- 
ment,  it  is  written,  The  law  of  the  LORD  is  perfect ,  con- 
verting  the  foul ;  the  tefimony  of  the  LORDisfure,  ma¬ 
king  wife  the fmple.\  Is  not  my  word  like  as  a  fire  P  faith 
the  LORD  :  and  like  a  hammer  that  breaheth  the  rock  in 
pieces  God  reprefents,  that  it  fhall  as  certainly  have 
its  effect,  as  the  rain  and  fnow  which  come  down  from 
heaven,  and  water  the  earth,  and  caufe  it  to  bring  forth 
and  bud,  and  yield  all  manner  of  fruit.  Saith  he,  So 
fhall  my  word  be  that  goeth  cut  of  my  mouth  :  it  fhall  not  re - 


*  Prov.  i.  2,  3, 4.  f  Pfalm  cxix.  7.  t  Jer.  xxiii.  29. 
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turn  unto  me  void,  but  it  Jhall  accomplijh  that  which  Ipleafet 
and  it Jhall  profper  in  the  thing  whereto  I  fend  it  A  The 
divine  word,  in  the  economy  of  falvation,  is  here  re- 
prefented,  juft  as  efficacious  in  moral  produdlions,  as 
the  rain,  fnow,  and  dews  are  in  thole  which  are  natural. 
Natural  means  have  no  efficacy  in  the  productions  of 
nature,  without  the  divine  agency,  more  than  moral 
ones  have  in  thofe  of  the  moral  kind.  God  as  abso¬ 
lutely  claims  to  be  the  author  of  all  exigence,  life, 
events,  and  things  in  the  world  of  nature,  as  in  that  of 
grace  ;  and  they  are  as  fully  afcribed  to  him.  It  is  writ¬ 
ten,  Of  him ,  and  through  him,  and  to  him ,  are  all  things. 
In  him  we  live,  and  move ,  a,nd  have  our  being.  He  pre~ 
ferveth  man  and  beajl  ;  and  giveth  food  unto  all  jlejh „ 
But  does  he  effedt  thefe  things  without  means  ?  Or  can 
they,  according  to  his  eflabliffied  mode  of  operation, 
be  effedted  without  them  ?  Is  not  this  truly  the  cafe 
with  refpedt  to  fpiritual  productions  in  general  ? 

In  the  New  Teftament,  fandtification,  faith,  and 
all  the  graces  which  Christ  afketh  for  his  people, 
as  their  great  interceffior,  are  afcribed  by  him  to  the  ef¬ 
ficacy  of  the  gofpel.  He  afks  and  Mails  that  they 
fhoukl  all  be  given  through  the  word.  Read  his  in- 
terceffory  prayer.  Sanctify  them  through  thy  truth  :  thy 
word  is  truth.  Neither  pray  1  for  thefe  alone ,  but  for 
them  alfo  which  Jhall  believe  on  me  through  their  word.\ 
Our  bleffied  Saviour  certainly  knew  the  divine  mode 
of  operation  on  the  human  mind,  and  what  efficacy, 
or  inftrumentality,  was  to  be  afcribed  to  the  word, 
and  he  ufes  the  moll  expreffive  prepofition  in  the 
Greek  language,  to  denote  caufality  and  efficacy,  in 
both  the  forequoted  verfes.  It  is  the  fame  which  is 
ufed  John  i.  3>  wnere  it  is  written,  Nil  things  were 
made  by  him.  It  is  the  fame  which  the  apoitle  ufes 
Romans  xi.  36,  where  fpeaking  of  God,  he  fays. 
And  through  him  are  all  things .  The  fame  is  alfo  ufed 
in  Coloffians  i,  16,  where  it  is  written  concerning 
Christ,  All  things  were  created  by  him.  Can  it  there- 

*  haiah  Iv.  10,  11.  f  John  xvii.  17,  20. 
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?,  beLmo<?eft’  after  thefe  ftrong  repreientations  and 
au-availmg  lnterceflions  of  Jesus,  to  pretend  that  the 
written  word  and  preached  gofpei  are  not  means  of 
grace,  or  that  unregenerate  Tinners  who  enjoy  them 

are  *10t  *n  a  more  probable  way  of  falvation  than  oth¬ 
ers  ? 

Further,  the  apoftle  affirms,  tha i  by  the  law  is  the 
knowledge  of  fin  ;  and  that  it  was  a  fchool  rnafler  to  brine 
US  to  Christ  :*  That  the  weapons  of  our  warfare  are 
siot  carnal ,  but  mighty  through  God  to  the  pulling  down  of 
f  rong  holds ,  ca/hng  down  imaginations  and  every  high 
thing  which  exalt eth  it f elf  againf  the  knowledge  of  G 01% 
and  bringing  into  captivity  every  thought  to  the  obedience  cf 
Christ f  He  alfo  declares,  that  It pleafed  God  by  the 
fooljhnefs  of  preaching  to  five  them  that  believe  :  and  that 
the  preaching  of  Christ,  unto  them  which  are  called, 
both  Jews  and  Greeks ,  is  the  power  of  God ,  and  the  wifi 
dom  of  God.%  Thefe  paffages  import,  that  the  gofpei  is 
tne  grand  and  only  means  of  falvation,  and  that  by  the 
power  of  God,  operating  in  the  churches  and  places 
wh^re  it  read  and  preached,  it  is  made  powerful 
and  efficacious  to  the  effectual  calling  and  eternal  fal- 
\  atiOn  of  all  tne  choien  and  called.  Paul  was  fent  to 
the  Gentiles,  and  minifters  are  all  fent  to  mankind, 
as  he  was  to  them,  to  turn  them  from  darknejs  to  light , 
and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  GOD,  that  they  may 
receive  for  give  nefs  of  fins,  and  inheritance  among  them 
that  are  fan  cl  fed  through  faith. ||  Indeed  the  faints 
are  declared  to  be  begotten  by  the  minidry  y.§  and  to  be 
born  again  by  the  word  of  God.*\ [  They  are  reprefented 
as  carried  forward,  in  all  the  various  grades  of  their 
fandification,  by  the  gofpei,  until  made  perfed  in 
Christ.  By  its  minifters  and  ordinances,  they  are 
kept  from  being  children  toffed  to  and  fro  and  carried 
about  with  every  wind  of  dodrine  ;  and  are  edified 
until  they  all  come  in  the  unity  of  the  faith ,  and  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  fon  of  God ,  unto  a  perfect  man ,  unto 

*  Rom.  iii.  20,  Gal.  iii.  24.  f  2  Cor.  x.  5,  6. 

1  1  Cor.  i.  21,  24.  |j  Ads  xxvi  18. 

§  1  Cor.  iv.  15,  and  Philemon  10.  ?  .1  Peter  i,  23- 
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the  meafure  and  Jlature  of  the  fulnefs  of  CHRIST.* 
Nay,  the  church  is  reprefented  as  being  wafhed,  as 
univerfally  by  the  word,  as  by  the  blood  of  Christ. 
Even  as  CHRIST  alfo  loved  the  church ,  and  gave  himfelf 
for  it,  that  he  might  fa  notify  and  cleanfe  it ,  ninth  the 
nvafhing  of  neater  by  the  nvord. f 

Most  certainly  therefore  unregenerate  finners,  un¬ 
der  the  enjoyment  of  the  gofpel,  are  in  a  far  more  prob¬ 
able  way  of  falvation  than  others,  who  have  not  this 
invaluable  treaiure.  Nay,  according  to  the  feriptures 
which  have  been  quoted,  fome  unregenerate  finners, 
under  the  light  of  the  gofpel,  are  in  circumftances  in. 
which  their  lalvation  is  much  more  probable  than  that 
01  others.  Ihofe  who  have  parents,  maders,  and 
connexions  who  love  Christ,  and  are  eminent  for 
piety  and  righteoufnefs,  and  educate  them,  as  the 
word  teaches  them  ;  and  who  are  attentive  and  obe¬ 
dient  to  tneir  inllrucfions  and  redraints,  are  more 
bkely  to  De  wife  and  happy,  than  thofe  who  have  been 
suffered  to  grow  up  in  ignorance  and  vice.  Thofe  who 
fa  under  an  evangelical,  fearching,  and  powerful 
mimftry,  whofe  examples,  as  well  as  do£trines,  are 
good,  and  whofe  labors  are  abundant,  are  more  likely 
to  become  wife  and  good  than  thofe  who  have  teach*3 
ers  of  an  oppofae  character.  When  men  are  fo  Cen¬ 
dant  and  attentive  in  dudying  the  feriptures,  and  in 
attending  the  word  preached  as  to  become  well  in¬ 
doctrinated,  the  probability  is  dill  increafed.  If  they 
become  deeply  thoughtful,  are  convinced  of  their  fin, 
mitery,  and  danger,  and  cry  out  with  earneflnefs 
wnat  they  mud  do  to  be  faved,  the  probability  be¬ 
comes  did  greater.  If  the  fpirit  of  God  be  poured 
out  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  and  finners  are  flying 

~\HRIST  as  clouds  and  doves  to  their  windows,  and 
it  taints  a 61  in  chara&er,  and  their  lights  (bine  before 
men,  the  probability  that  finners  will  be  converted  to 
God,  becomes  proportionably  greater.  The  divine 

*  Ephef.  iv.  11,  14.  f  Chap.  y. 
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word,  all  experience  and  obfervation,  I  am  perfuaded, 
will  warrant  thefe  obfervations. 

It  is  important  neverthelefs  to  obferve,  that  thefe 
probabilities  do  not  arife,  in  any  of  thefe  cafes,  from 
any  good  qualifications  in  unregenerate  men,  but 
wholly  from  what  God  is  doing  and  others  are  doing 
lor  them,  and  from  what  has  been  found  ordinarily 
to  be  his  mode  of  operation  in  fimilar  cafes. 

Nor  are  thefe  means,  in  any  meafure,  the  lefs  ne- 
cefiary,  nor  the  probabilities,  in  thefe  cafes,  in  the 
lead  dimimfhed  from  the  confideration,  that  regenera¬ 
tion  is  the  peculiar  and  foie  work  of  the  holy  spirit  ; 
or  that  means  themfelves,  independent  of  the  divine 
influence,  can  effedl  nothing.  If  God  will  not  ope*- 
rate  without  means,  or  but  where  they  are  ufed,  they 
are  juft  as  necefiary  as  though  they  in  themfelves  were 
efficacious.  It  was  juft  as  necefiary  to  the  taking  of 
Jericho,  to  compafs  it  about  feven  times  and  to  blow 
with  the  rams  horns,  according  to  the  divine  precept, 
as  though  this  would  have  opened  all  its  gates,  and 
fhaken  it  to  its  foundations.  Nor  was  it  lefs  necefiary 
for  Naaman  to  dip  feven  times  in  Jordan,  than  if  the 
waters  had  been  efficacious  to  heal  him  independent 
of  the  divine  operation.  When  the  rod  of  Mofes  was 
appointed  as  the  mean,  or  fign  of  working  the  mira¬ 
cles  in  Egypt,  it  was  juft  as  necefiary  in  their  produc¬ 
tion,  as  though  the  rod  itfelf  had  been  fufficiently  ef¬ 
ficacious  to  have  wrought  them.  Neither  the  rod  nor 
Mofes  himfelf  had  any  power  to  e fie 61  thefe  wonder¬ 
ful  works  more  than  the  means  of  grace  have  to  re¬ 
new  and  fave  finners  ;  but  thofe  wonders  never  could 
have  been  wrought,  the  fea  divided,  waters  brought 
out  of  the  rock,  and  Ifrael  faved  without  them. 
The  probabilities,  in  the  cafes  mentioned,  are  juft  the 
fame,  whether  the  means  themfelves  produce  the  ef- 
fefls,  or  whether  God,  when  he  has  brought  men 
into  fuch  and  fuch  cireumftances,  of  his  Sovereign 
mercy  renews  them  by  his  fpirit  independently  of  all 
means.  It  is  abundantly  evident,  from  the  feriptures 
which  have  been  adduced*  that  the  gofpel  and  its  in- 
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ftitutions  are  of  abfolute  necedity,  and  under  the  di¬ 
vine  fuperintendency  and  influence,  of  great  efficacy, 
however  ignorant  men  are  of  the  divine  mode  of  op¬ 
eration. 

Hence,  as  all  thefe  means  and  circumftances,  by 
which  the  falvation  of  men  is  madeprobable,  are  founds 
in  a  peculiar  manner,  among  the  wife,  fo  thofe  who 
walk  with  them  are  much  more  likely  to  become  wife 
than  others.  Particularly, 

1.  As  walking  with  the  wife  will  be  a  powerful  pre- 
fervative  from  many  temptations  and  dangers,  to  which 
otherwife  men  will  be  condandy  expofed,  and  which 
will  increafe  their  folly,  render  it  habitual,  and  their 
lalvation  very  improbable. 

It  will  moll  efte£tually  guard  them  againft  evil 
company,  corrupt  examples  and  books.  Evil  compa¬ 
ny  and  examples  are  exceedingly  dangerous  and  cor¬ 
rupting.  Evil  communications  corrupt  good  manners.* 
One  /inner  de/royeth  much  good. \  The  profane  and  fil¬ 
thy  converfation  of  wicked  men,  their  corrupt  prin¬ 
ciples  and  licentious  examples,  lea-d  on  to  every  kind 
of  wickednefs;  to  the  moil  fatal  errors,  to  contempt 
of  God,  his  word,  and  of  all  divine  inflitutions ; 
and  to  all  the  grofs  iniquities,  which  difhonor  and  ru¬ 
in  individuals  and  families,  injure  fociety,  didurb  its 
peace  and  mar  its  beauty.  The  influence  of  fuch  men 
is  like  a  deadly  contagion.  By  connexion  with  them 
perfons  at  once  become  contaminated,  imbibe  the 
word  fentiments,  and  contraft  the  word  habits,  and 
loon  become  fo  accudomed  to  do  evil,  that  they  can 
no  looner  learn  to  do  well,  than  the  Ethiopian  can 
change  his  Jkin  and  the  leopard  his  /pots.  Their  hearts 
are  hardened, and  the  divine  fpirit,  grieved  and  quench¬ 
ed,  forfakes  them.  Given  up  to  their  own  luds, 
they  work  iniquity  with  greedinefs,  and  their  deps 
take  hold  on  death.  Such  company  is  mod  danger¬ 
ous  to  all,  but  efpecially  to  young  people.  Plow  ma¬ 
ny  thoufands  and  millions  are  ruined  by  it,  not  only 

*  1  Cor.  xv.  33,  f  Eccl.  ix.  x8. 


ON  THE  ADVANTAGES  OF 


Dis.  I  r. 


260 


with  refpeft  to  the  prefent,  but  future  world  ?  Butin 
the  company  of  the  wife,  by  attention  to  their  inftruc- 
tions,  counfels,  and  examples,  thefe  dangers  and  fatal 
confluences  may  be  avoided.  Men  may  efcape  the 
groffer  pollutions  of  the  world,  arid  more  probably 
become  wife  and  good. 

2.  Walking  with  the  wife  puts  men  in  the  way 
of  all  that  inftru&ion  by  precept  and  example,  and 
of  that  influence  from  good  do&rines  and  good  con¬ 
versation,  by  which  it  pleafeth  God,  in  tire  common 
difpenfations  of  his  providence*  to  make  mankind  wife 
unto  falvation.  Some  degree  of  doclrinal  knowledge 
feems  to  be  abfolutely  nectffary  to  the  falvation  of 
men.  T.  hey  muff  know  that  there  is  a  God,  and  have 
fome  juft  ideas  of  his  character,  or  they  cannot  love 
him.  .They  cannot  be  rational  Chndians  without 
knowing  the  evidences  of  Chr iftiani t y  ;  nor  their  ex¬ 
ceeding  finfulnefs  without  an  acquaintance  with  the 
law  by  which  is  the  knowledge  of  fin.  Until  they 
know  their  exceeding  finfulnefs  they  can  fee  no  need 
of  the  phyfician,  nor  will  they  come  unto  Christ 
that  they  might  have  life.  That  finners  may  be  faved 
thofe  impediments  mud  be  removed  Walking  with 
the  wife  is  the  molt  fpeedy  and  effe&ual  means  of  do¬ 
ing  it.  In  their  fociety  young  people  become  early 
indrudled  in  the  dodlrines  and  duties  of  religion. 
They  obtain  that  nurture  and  admonition  which  God 
has  appointed,  to  prevent  their  being  an  ignorant  and 
ftubborn  generation,  and  to  caufe  them  to  fet  their 
hope  in  God.  It  moil  effectually  trains  them  up  in- 
the  way  in  which  they  fhould  go,  and  ordinarily  fe- 
cures  them  from  departing  from  it,  when  they  are  old. 
This  will  bring  them,  in  the  earlieft  periods  of  life,  into 
an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  fcriptures,  and  with 
the  b eft  fummaries  of  Chridian  do&rines.  The  bed 
examples  will  be  condantly  prefented  to  them.  They 
will  ordinarily  read  the  befl  books,  hear  the  mod  found* 
experimental,  and  powerful  preaching.  At  the  fame 
time,  they  will  hear  the  bed  prayers,  and  enjoy  the 
mod  wile  and  heavenly  convention.  The  whole 
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tendency  of  this  will  be  to  give  them  the  earlied  and 
deeped  conviction  of  fin,  of  their  perifhing  need  of 
the  great  phyfician;  and  to  awaken  them  to  liy  without 
delay  from  the  wrath  to  come.  This  will  mod  pow¬ 
erfully  conciliate  their  edeem  for  good  men  and  good 
things,  and  influence  them  to  continue  their  walk 
with  the  wife.  This  will  afford  them  the  belt  advan¬ 
tages,  as  they  advance  through  the  various  dages  of 

life,  to  become  more  wife,  and  to  be  more  ufeful  and 
happy. 

3.  Walking  with  the  wife  fecures  the  mod  im¬ 
portant  friendfhips,  and  puts  men  under  all  that  ex¬ 
ternal  influence  which  they  can  enjoy  to  make  them 
orderly,  wife  and  ufeful. 

Friendship  lias  an  almod  inconceivable  influence 
upon  mankind.  If  we  highly  edeem  and  have  a  fin- 
cere  friendfhip  for  a  man,  and  are  convinced  of  his 
cordial  good  will  to  us,  his  opinions,  advice,  and  exam¬ 
ple  will  have  a  very  great  e£fe&  upon  us.  The  more 
valuable  it  is,  the  more  falutary  and  ufeful  it  will  be. 
As  walking  with  the  wife  conciliates  edeem,  it  fecures 
the  mod  important  friendfhips,  and  brings  men  under 
the  mod  falutary  and  happy  influence  imaginable. 
.Their  friendfhip  and  influence  is  above  all  others  ufe- 
ful  and  important.  ^The  righteous  is  more  excellent  than 
his  neighbour .*  Our  bleffed  Saviour  affures  us,  that 
wife,  evangelical  miniders,  and  good  people  are  the 
fait  of  the  earth  and  the  light  of  the  ivorld.f  They, 
by  their  doarines  and  examples,  illuminate  and  purify 
They  preferve  it  from  utiiverfal  and  total  corrup- 

•THn-ard  d"rknefs-  They.are  >vife  to  win  fouls. 

J  heir  friendfnip  is  mod  cordial  and  difinterefted,  mod 

iaithfu!  and  permanent.  They  above  all  others  love 

tne  fouls  of  men,  and  employ  their  influence,  in- 

^i  1  nS>  examP,es>  anci  prayers  for  their  falvation. 
They  have  known  the  terrors  of  the  Lord,  and  tailed 
of  tne  fweetnefs  of  his  mercy.  They  have  the  mod 
atteenng  views  of  the  worth  of  fouls.  Hence  they 

Proy,  xii.  26.  f  Matth.  v.  13,  14, 
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have  the  moft  ardent  defires  that  others  fhould  tafte 
and  fee,  that  the  Lord  is  good.  They  will  inftru£t:, 
counfel,  warn,  and  converfe  with  fuch  freedom,  ten- 
dernefs,  fidelity,  and  concern  as  no  other  people  will 
ever  do.  Their  prayers  will  be  fervent  and  importu¬ 
nate,  calculated  to  imprefs  the  mind  with  a  fenfe  of 
the  reality  and  vaft  moment  of  eternal  concerns. 
Their  prayers  are  effectual  and  avail  much.  What 
can  be  more  powerful  than  the  influence  of  fuch 
friendfhip  to  make  men  wife  and  ufeful  ? 

4.  God  himfelf  is  near  to  the  wife,  by  his  fpirit 
and  grace.  In  his  church  or  houfe,  where  they  are, 
he  is  prefent  in  all  his  fan£Hfying  and  faving  influences. 

He  fays  concerning  his  houfe,  or  the  church,  j This 
is  my  reft  forever  :  here  will  I  dwell  for  I  have  deftred 
it.  I  will  abundantly  blefs  her  provfton  :  I  will  fatisfy 
her  poor  with  bread*  Christ  hath  faid  concerning 
his  minifiring  fervants,  Lo  I  am  with  you  alway  even 
unto  the  end  of  the  world .f  To  his  people  he  hath 
promifed,  Inhere  two  or  three  are  met  together  in  my 
namey  there  am  I  in  the  midft  of  them.%  He  walketh 
among  his  people,  in  the  midft  of  the  golden  candle- 
flicks,  to  hear  their  prayers,  to  quicken  the  dead  in 
fins,  to  illuminate,  comfort,  and  lave  his  people. 
Here,  in  company  with  the  wife,  finners  are  born  into 
the  family  of  heaven,  as  well  as  faints  comforted, 
edified,  and  prepared  for  their  inheritance  in  light. 
Of  Zion  it  Jhall  be  faidy  this  and  that  man  was  born  in 
her. ||  Among  thofe  who  heard  our  Saviour  preach, 
hundreds  believed  and  became  his  true  difciples.  Of 
•finners  who  attended  the  apoftles’  miniftry  thoufands 
were  repeatedly  joined  unto  the  Lord  in  one  day* 
When  the  noble  Bereans  heard  Paul  preach  the  word, 
and  fearched  the  feriptures  daily,  many  believed  \  but 
we  have  no  fuch  accounts  with  refpe£t  to  any  who 
did  not  hear  the  word,  or  had  not  been  trained  up  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  feriptures.  Indeed  the  divine 
oracles  do  not  give  us  the  leaft  hint,  that  any  perfoa 

*  Pfalm  cxxxii.  14,  15,  +  Matth.  xxviii.  20. 

X  Chap,  xviii.  20.  ||  Pfalm  lxxxvii.  15* 
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was  ever  converted  and  faved,  but  by  the  word.  Nay, 
do  they  not  (Irongly  imply  the  contrary  with  refped 
to  all  adults  ? 

5.  All  obfervation  and  experience  teach  that  walk- 
ing  with  the  wife  is  the  mod  probable,  nay,  the  only- 
way  to  become  wife. 

Men  of  the  greated  learning  and  wifdom,  of  the 
mod  heedful  attention  to  the  difpenfations  of  provi¬ 
dence,  and  the  manner  of  the  divine  conduct  towards 
mankind  and  the  church,  in  all  ages,  by  their  in- 
ftruclions  and  obfervations,  atted  and  confirm  this 
truth.  Solomon  allures  us  that  thofe  who  walk  with 
fools  will  be  fools  themfelves,  and  be  finally  deftroyedo 
He  direds  men  to  forfake  the  foolifh  and  live.  But 
he  declares,  The  tongue  of  the  wife  to  be  healthy  and  the 
law  of  the  wife  to  be  a  fountain  of  life  ^  to  depart  from 
the  flares  of  death  The  mouth  of  a  righteous  man  is  a 
well  of  life  :  The  tongue  of  the  juf  is  as  choice  fiver  1 
The  lips  of  the  righteous  feed  manyf  All  commands 
and  diiTuaf  ves  in  the  proverbs,  and  other  parts  of  the 
fcriptures,  to  forfake  the  fociety  of  evil  men  ;  and  all 
precepts  and  encouragements  to  engage  people  to  walk 
with  the  wife  imply  its  importance  j  for  if  there  were 
no  more  probability  of  their  becoming  wife  and  glori¬ 
fying  God  in  the  company  of  the  wife,  than  among 
wicked,  it  would  be  a  matter  of  indifference  with 
whom  they  walked.  It  has  ever  been  found  that  in- 
ftrudion  and  example  have  a  wonderful  effed  to  affim- 
ilate  men  into  the  very  image  of  thofe  whom  they  fee 
and  hear.  Thofe  who  have  been  educated  by  good 

g  *  *  *  l  in  the  dodrines  and  duties 

cf  Cht  ifliamty,  habituated  to  fecret  and  family  prayer, 
to  fandify  the  fabbath,  and  to  reverence  the  name, 
houfe,  word,  and  ordinances  of  God,  have  generally 
been  peaceable,  orderly,  and  ufeful  through  life.  Ef! 
pecially  has  this  been  the  cafe  if  they  have  continued 
to  walk  with  the  wife.  This,  were  it  to  go  no  fur- 
tner.  is  o^.  incalculable  advantage  to  individuals,  to 

*  Prov.  xii.  18,  and  xiii.  14.  f  Chap.  x.  11,  30,  31, 
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families,  and  to  the  community.  But  thefe  however 
3rd  are  the  very  lead  advantages.  .All  experience 
and  obfervations  fhow,  that  among  thefe  have  been 
found  thofe  generally,  who  have  appeared  truly  to 
fear  God  and  work  righteoufnefs.  From  thefe  com¬ 
monly  have  been  raifed  up  the  mod  firm  and  eminent 
pillars  of  church  and  commonwealth.  Of  thefe,  and 
not  of  the  Heathen,  not  of  the  untaught  and  vicioufly 
educated,  has  the  church  in  all  ages  received  her 
children.  By  thefe  has  it  been  propagated  and  fup- 
ported.  I  his  at  once  fhovvs  the  immenfe  importance 
of  walking  with  the  wife,  and  that  it  is  the  only 
probable  way  in  which  any  may  expect  ever  to  be  holy 
or  happy. 

However,  it  is  of  great  moment  to  obferve,  and  it 
ought  to  fink  deeply  into  all  our  ears  and  hearts,  that 
the  greateft  probabilities  are  not  certainties;  and  that 
unlefs  we  become  really  like  the  wife,  imbibing  the 
fame  fpirit  and  walking  as .  they  walk,  we  (hall  molt 
certainly,  and  it  may  be,  very  fuddenly  perifh.  The 
fool i fir  virgins  went  forth  with  the  wife,  but  having 
no  oil  in  their  lamps,  the  door  was  fhut  againft  therrT, 
and  they  could  not  enter  into  the  marriage.  Judas 
perifhed  from  the  family  of  Jesus,  and  there  are  fir  ft 
who  fhall  be  laft.  They  that  are  in  the  flefh,  let  their 
advantages  be  what  they  may,  cannot  pleafe  God. 
Without  faith  it  is  impoffible  to  pleafe  him.  His  wrath 
abideth  upon  all  unbelievers.  Every  hour's  deiay  and 
continuance  in  impenitence  and  unbelief  is  criminal 
and  dangerous  beyond  all  calculation.  Thofe  who 
like  Capernaum  are  exalted  up  to  heaven  in  point  of 
privileges  may  fuddenly  be  cart  down  to  hell. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

I.  The  chara&er  given  of  the  wife,  and  what  has 
been  difeourfed  concerning  walking  with  them  may 
lead  us,  with  that  ferioufneis  and  impartiality  which 
becomes  us  in  a  point  of  fuch  moment,  to  examine 
ourfelves  whether  we  are  wife  ?  Nay,  whether  we 
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are  even  fo  much  as  walking  with  them  ?  Have  we 
even  the  beginnings  of  wifdom  ?  Do  we  fear  God  and 
depart  from  evil  ?  Do  we  love  the  most  high  and  re¬ 
joice  in  him  ;  in  his  fupreme  everlalling  dominion  and 
bleftednefs  ?  Do  we  love  good  men  fervently  with  a 
pare  heart  ?  Are  they  oar  chofen  companions,  with 
whom  is  all  oar  delight  ?  Do  we  walk  with  them  in  a 
courfeof  hearing  and  reading  the  word,  of  felf-exam- 
ination  and  meditation  ;  in  the  practice  of  praver, 
1  ighteoufnefs,  and  alms  deeds  ?  Do  we  regard  the 
great,  fpiritual,  and  glorious  objeCts  which  they  love  ? 
Are  we  with  them  doing  juitice,  loving  mercy,  and 
walking  humbly  with  God  ?  Are  we  feeking  our  por¬ 
tion  in  him,  and  in  heaven,  among  all  his  faved  holy 
ones  ?  Should  we  find  our  characters,  on  examina¬ 
tion,  to  correfpond  with  that  of  the  wife,  what  joy 
rnud  it  give  us,  as  children  of  the  light  and  of  the 
day  !  How  will  it  excite  our  gratitude  and  praife,  and 
con  ft  rain  us  moie  and  more  to  love  God,  and  to  prac— 
tife  all  evangelical  obedience?  If  our  character  fhould 
be  the  reverie,  it  may  ferve  to  convince  us  of  our  fin 
and  danger,  and  awaken  us  to  flee  for  refuge,  to  lav 
hold  on  the  hope  fet  before  us.  That  the  word  may 
be  profitable  to  you,  I  befeech  you,  brethren,  in  the 
language  of  the  apoltle,  Examine  yourfelves ,  whether 
ye  be  in  the  faith  ;  prove  your  own  /elves  :  Know  ye  not 

your  own  J elves,  how  that  JESUS  C HEIST  is  in  you 9 
except  ye  be  reprobate  J 


II.  Our  (ubje£l  teac'neth  us  the  ineftimable  worth 
of  good  company,  and  that  it  is  a  mofl  happy  cir- 
cumftanee  m  the  life  of  all  perfons  whofe  lot,  in  divine 
providence,  has  been  cart  in  the  company  of  wife  and 
good  men.  Their  fociety  is  far  more  precious  than 
gold  and  rubies,  than  mountains  of  myrrh  and  frank- 


incenfe,  or  than  hills  of  fpicery  and  balm  ?  Thrfe 


a  Cor.  xiii.  r 
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be  the  means  of  delivering  you  from  fhame  and  nu* 
merous  evils  in  this  world,  from  wrath  in  the  future  5, 
and  of  conducting  you  to  the  inheritance  of  all  things. 
If  we  have  been  educated  in  religious  families,  enjoy¬ 
ed  an  evangelical  miniltry,  and  by  the  influence  of  pi¬ 
ous  friends  and  connexions  been  retrained  from  the 
fociety  of  wicked  men,  obfeene  and  corrupt  books,  it 
has  been  happy  for  us  indeed.  In  this  way  we  have 
probably  been  preferved  from  the  grofler  pollutions  of 
the  world  ;  and  it  may  have  been  the  leading  (tep,  the 
great  link  in  the  chain  of  providence,  of  the  holinefs 
of  our  hearts,  if  indeed  we  are  holy,  and  of  all  our 
prefent  ufefulnefs,  dignity,  and  comfort.  Very  fmall 
circumftances,  a  good  or  bad  companion,  a  good  or 
an  obfeene  or  deiltical  book,  determine  the  eternal 
life  or  death  of  thoufands.  In  the  divine  purpofes 
the  means  and  end  are  infeparably  conneded.  Innu¬ 
merable  multitudes  are,  doubtlefs,  now  rejoicing 
among  the  blefled  in  confequence  of  a  good  education, 
and  of  pious  friends  and  connexions,  and  millions 
have  been  miferable  in  both  worlds  by  reafon  of  the 
contrary.  If  we  have  been  favored  with  the  former, 
with  what  ardors  of  love  and  gratitude  {hould  we 
praife  our  great  benefactor  ?  How  careful  {hould  we 
be  never  to  forget  his  benefits  ?  With  what  holy  cau¬ 
tion  and  prayerfulnefs  (hould  we  improve  them  to  the 
divine  glory  and  our  own  faivation  ? 

III.  Of  what  inconceivable  importance  is  it  that 
there  (liould  be  communities  of  wife  and  good  people, 
Chriltian  families,  churches  and  pallors  ?  And  that 
aged  people  be  grave  and  holy,  that  there  may  be 
wife  men,  with  whom  others  may  walk  and  obtain 
wifdom  ?  Had  not  the  Lord  left  unto  us  this  fmall 
temnant,  we  fhould  have  been  as  Sodom,  and  we 
fhould  have  been  like  unto  Gomorrah.  Of  what  in¬ 
finite  m  ment  is  it  that  parents  and  heads  of  families 
be  holy,  and  like  Abraham  command  their  children 
and  their  houfeholds  after  them,  that  they  keep  the 
v  a v  f  ihe  Lord,  to  do  juflice  and  judgment,  that 
f  area  and  domeftics  may  not  be  companions  of 
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fools  whom  God  will  deftroy  ?  What  can  poffibly  have 
a  more  favorable  afpea  on  the  ufefulnefs,  purity,  and 
happinefs  of  the  rifing  generation,  and  on  the  peace 
and  profperity  of  Jerufalem,  than  that  heads  of  fam¬ 
ilies  be  wife  ?  That  teachers  be  wife,  taking  heed  to 
themielves,  to  their  dodtrine,  and  to  the  whole  flock  ? 
And  that  profeffing  Chriftians  fhould  be  wife,  blame - 
lefs  and  harmlefs ,  the  fons  of  God  without  rebuke  in  the 
tnidjl  of  a  crooked  and  perverfe  generation ,  among  whom 
they  fhine  as  lights  in  the  world  P  How  do  the  perfect¬ 
ions  and  commands  of  God  oblige  us  to  thefe  duties? 
How  does  the  divine  honor,  the  good  of  children,  the 
falvation  of  men,  and  the  profperity  of  church  and 
commonwealth  plead  with  us  to  awake  to  them  ?  O 
that  our  hearts  might  be  penetrated  with  a  fenfe  of 
their  immenfe  importance.  How  happy  fhould  we 
be  to  render  fuch  fervices  to  men  ?  What  a  fweet  fa¬ 
vor  fhould  we  be  unto  God  ?  Should  we  not  indeed 
be  unto  him  for  a  name,  and  for  a  praife,  and  for  a 
glory  in  time  and  forever  ? 

IV.  With  what  fear,  caution,  and  prayerfulnefs 
ought  all  to  choofe  their  company  and  connexions  ?  Es¬ 
pecially  thofe  who  are  mod  intimate  and  important  ? 
With  what  earneftnefs  fhould  theyfeek  and  cleave  to  the 
wife  ?  Attend  to  their  counfels,  converfation,  and  ex¬ 
amples  ?  The  good  or  bad  confequences  of  men’s  con¬ 
nexions  are  not  confined  to  themfelves,  but  often  ex¬ 
tend  to  their  porterity  through  a  fucceflion  of  ages. 
God  fheweth  mercy  unto  a  thoufaad  generations,  even 
forever,  unto  them  who  love  him  and  keep  his  com¬ 
mandments.*  The  good  effeCb  of  their  inftruaions, 
examples,  and  prayers  extend  to  pofterity  through  nu¬ 
merous  years,  hut  when  parents  are  loofe  and  wicked^ 
and  n  eg  lea  the  education  of  their  children,  fuffer 
them  to  grow  up  in  ignorance  and  vice,  corrupted  by 
examples,  and  in  principles,  they  not  only  become  a 
corrupt  and  abandoned  generation,  but  the  wickednefs 
is  naturally  propagated  from  age  to  age.  Children  ap~ 
p^  Oirv  and  adopt  the  wickeu  principles  and  praaices  o£ 

*  Exodus  xx.  6c 
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t!k  ir  fathers,  commonly  grow  worfe  and  worfe,  and 
curie  of  God,  for  a  long  time,  defcends  upon 
them,  as  the  natural  confequence  of  their  fathers’  fins. 
Hence  God  is  faid  to  vifit  the  iniquities  of  the  fathers 
upon  the  children  unto  the  third  and  fourth  generation 
of  them  diat  hate  him.f  Nothing  can  be  a  more 
powerful  temptation  to  fin,  than  evil  men;  and  the 
more  near  and  intimate,  fixed  and  permanent  the  con¬ 
nexions  are,  the  more  injurious  and  fatal  will  they  be. 
Certainly  therefore  if  any  thing  can  challenge  the  cau¬ 
tion  or  prayers  of  mankind,  it  mutt  be  this,  that  they 
form  not  their  connexions  and  friendships  with  cor¬ 
rupt  and  wicked  men,  and  that  they  walk  with  the 
wife.  Surely  if  we  regard  God,  our  fouls,  the  good 
of  our  families,  our  friends  or  pofterity,  we  (hall  choofe 
the  wife  for  our  friends,  and  be  companions  of  ail 
thofe  who  fear  the  Lord. 

V.  Let  all  be  exhorted  to  walk  with  wife  men. 
Highly  efleem  them,  moft  cordially  and  intimately 
unite  with  them.  Know,  that  the  moment  you  be¬ 
come  alienated  from  them,  forfake  their  counfels,  ex¬ 
amples,  and  worfhip,  you  will  probably  feal  your  own 
perdition.  As  well  might  the  wonders  in  Egypt  and 
the  fields  of  Zoar  have  been  wrought,  the  fea  divided 
and  waters  brought  out  of  the  rock  of  flint,  without 
the  rod  of  Mofes,  as  you  can  be  faved  without  the 
appointed  means.  The  waters  of  Ifrael,  how  much 
foever  they  may  be  defpifed,  are  far  better  than  Aba- 
na,  and  Pharpar,  and  all  the  rivers  of  Damafcus  !  If 
you  have  walked  with  the  wife,  cleave  to  them  with 
invincible  refolution  and  perfeverance.  If  any  have 
companied  with  the  vicious  and  profane,  let  them  be 
convinced  of  their  folly  and  danger,  forfake  the  fool- 
ifh  and  live.  Feel  the  obligations  and  motives  which 
prefs  you  to  thefe  duties.  Do  not  the  commands,  the 
mercies,  the  promifes,  and  threatenings  of  God,  your 
own  neceflities  and  eternal  wellbeing  require  you  to 
go  in  the  way  of  underftanding  ?  Hear  the  commands 
and  expoftulations  of  your  heavenly  Father,  Horn 

f  Exodus  xx.  5,  6j  and  chap,  xxxiv.  7* 
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long)  yefmple  ones ,  will  ye  love /implicity^  and  /corners 
delight  in /corning)  and  fools  hate  knowledge  F  ’Turn  you 
at  my  reproof  ,*  Behold  1  will  pour  out  my  fpirit  unto  you ,  / 
wz//  make  known  my  words  unto  you  *  Walking  with  the 
foolifh  there  will  be  every  thing  to  dedroy  you.  Hav~ 
ing  refilled  when  the  Almighty  called,  and  having 
disregarded  when  he  Stretched  out  his  hand,  having 
fet  at  nought  all  his  counfel,  and  refufed  his  reproof* 
wih  he  not  laugh  at  your  calamity,  and  mock  when 
your  fear  cometh  ?  Will  you  not  eat  of  the  fruit  of 
your  own  doings  and  be  filled  with  your  own  devices  ? 
But  walking  with  the  wife,  all  external  advantages 
v/ill  unite  their  influence  to  make  you  wife  and  happy0 
You  will  enjoy  the  bed  company,  the  bed  preaching* 
the  bed  books,  and  the  bed  examples.  You  will  be 
united  with  thofe  among  whom  Christ  walketh,  and 
upon  whom  his  fpirit  is  poured  out ;  whofe  prayers  he 
hears,  and  whofe  indrudlions  and  examples  he  bleffes 
to  the  good  of  fouls.  But  I  befeech  you,  by  no 
means  to  red  eafy  with  a  bare  external  walk  with 
them  )  but  become  immediately  wife  yourfelveSc 
Know  that  without  holinefs  no  man  (hall  fee  the  Lord* 
If  you  remain  deditute  of  this,  the  door  may  be  foon 
mutagaind  you  by  him  who  Ihutteth  and  no  matt 
cpeneth.  Be  wife  indeed.  Then  you  will  love  the 
truth,  your  brethren,  the  houfe  and  ordinances  of 
God,  and  nothing  {hall  harm  or  offend  you.  You 
will  have  peace  and  joy  in  believing.  Ail  wdfe  men 

w!  r and  wa^  with  you  j  the  divine  Spirit 
will  fanchfy,  guide,  and  comfort  you,  and  the  angelic 
armies  will  camp  round  about  and  minider  unto  you. 
Imbibing  the  fpirit  of  the  wife,  and  walking  as  they 
w?  k *  tilieir  comforts  will  be  your  comforts,  their  God 
™ ve  your  God,  and  their  heaven  will  be  yours. 
With  them  you  will  love,  adore,  and  worfhip  Him 

who  fitteth  on  the  throne  and  the  Lamb  for  ever  and 
•ever.  Amen.  / 

4  .  '/  ,T  .  v;  % 

?  Prov.  i.  2 *,  2,, 
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On  folly,  its  pregrefs,  and  the  deflruttioix 

fools* 


proverbs  xiii.  20.  The  laft  part 

BUT  a  companion  of  fools  Jhall  be  defrayed. 

THESE  important  words  import,  that  numbers  of 
mankind,  though  rational  creatures,  endowed 
with  noble  powers  of  mind,  and  though  they  efteem 
and  profefs  themfelves  to  be  wife,  are  neverthelefs  the 
moft  egregious  fools.  They  further  import,  that 
fuch  is  the  depravity  and  madnefs  of  men,  that  many, 
in  negleft  and  contempt  of  the  wife,  of  all  their  ex¬ 
cellent  counfels  and  examples,  and  the  happy  confe¬ 
rences  of  walking  with  them,  prefer  the  company  of 
thofe  fools.  By  this  they  demonftrate  their  hatred  of 
wifdom,  and  love  of  folly.  They  at  once  forfeit  the 
dignity  and  charafter  of  wife  men,  and  exhibit  a  ftrik- 
ing  evidence  of  the  exceeding  madnefs  and  turpitude 
of  their  hearts.  The  words,  at  the  fame  time,  m oft 
cxprefsly  declare  the  fatally  dreadful .  confluences  of 
their  condu£l.  They  fhall  be  defroyed .  Deftru£!ion 
and  mifery  are  in  their  ways  j  and  the  way  of  peace 
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they  have  not  known.*  Solomon,  in  the  text,  repre- 
fents,  in  an  alarming  point  of  light,  the  fatal  and  tre¬ 
mendous  confequences  of  bad  company.  More  fully 
to  iJlultrate  the  fentiments,  it  is  propofed 

I.  To  fhow  who  are  the  fools  of  whom  he  fpeaks, 
and  to  give  a  fketch  of  the  progrefs  of  their  folly. 

II.  What  it  is  to  become  a  companion  of  thefe 
fools. 

III.  The  danger  and  fatal  confequences  of  connex¬ 
ions  with  fuch  wicked  company. 

I.  I  am  to  fhow  who  are  the  fools  of  whom  Solo¬ 
mon  fpeaks,  and  to  give  a  (ketch  of  the  progrefs  of 
their  folly.. 

By  fools,  in  the  fenfeof  the  wife  man,  we  are  not 
to  underhand  perfons  deficient  in  their  intellects  and 
naturally  incapacitated  to  conduCt  wifely ;  but  thofe 
who  though  blefled  with  good  natural  powers  abufe 
them,  and  are  deftitute  of  fpiritual  difeernment.  In 
the  language  of  the  feriptures,  fools  are  oppofed  to  the 
wife,  in  the  fame  manner^  as  the  wicked  are  to  the 
righteous,  and  include  all  wicked  men  of  whatever 
character  or  denomination.  Mankind  univerfally,  in 
a  (late  of  nature,  are  termed  foolifh  and  dfohedient.f 
There  is  none  that  under fandeth.%  'They  are  wife  to  do> 
evil ,  hut  to  do  good  they  have  no  knowledge. §  However 
noble,  learned,  and  wife  men  are  in  other  refpeCts,  if 
they  have  no  faith  in  God,  nor  fear  of  him  before 
their  eyes,  in  the  opinion  of  David  and  Solomon,  they 
are  fools.  Hence  it  is  written,  The  fool  hath  faid  in  his 
hearty  there  is  no  God.\\  It  is  a  [port  to  a  fool  to  do  mif* 
chief. %  Fools  make  a  mock  at  Jin .**  Efpecially,  they 
are  fools,  who  even  in  their  hearts  are  ready  to  wifit, 
or  fay,  There  is  no  God  ;  and  who  live  as  though  there 
really  was  none.  This  is  the  character  of  all  grofsly 
impious  and  wicked  men,  who  call  off  fear  and  re¬ 
train  prayer  before  God  -9  who  fport  themfelves  in 
jnifehief,  and  mock  at  fin.  ,  This  is  the  character  of 

*  Rom.  iii.  10,  17.  f  Titus  iii.  3.  J  Rom.  iii.  n. 

§  Jer.  iv.  22.  ||  Pfalra  xiv.  1.  IF  Prov.  X.  23. 

**  Chap.  xiy.  9. 


m- 


2  7  2  tJN  POLLY,  ITS  PROGRESS,  AND  Dig.  12, 

^/h0^  -ho  fPeak  proudly  againft  God,  faying, 
n  hat  is  the  Almighty  that  we Jhouldferve  him  P  And 
what  profit  fhall  we  have  if  we  pray  unto  him  P*  Who 
deny  the  divine  omnifcience,  faying,  The  Lord  fhall 
not  fee,  neither  fhall  the  God  of  Jacob  regard  it .+  How 
doth  God  know  P  Can  he  judge  through  the  dark  cloud  Pi 
Of  the  fame  character  are  all  thofe  who  deny  the 
providence  of  God,  and  regard  not  his  work,  neither 
eoniider  the  operation  of  his  hands  :  Thofe  who  fpeak 
proudly  againft  his  word,  as  though  it  were  a  human 
device,  or  cunningly  devifed  fable;  and  who  fpeak 
againft,  and  profane  the  fabbaths  and  ordinances  of 
God,  and  contemn  his  worfhip  and  people.  To  this 
clafs  may  be  added,  all  thofe,  who,  in  direct  contra¬ 
diction  to  the  fcriptures,  maintain  that  it  fbail  be  well 
with  the  wicked,  and  that  the  reward  of  his  hands 
fhall  never  be  given  him.  Of  this  character  are  all 
who  openly  profane  the  name  of  God  :  Who  con¬ 
temn  his  wrath  and  threatenings,  his  mercies,  and  the 
great  falvation  :  All  wanton,  unrighteous,  falfe,  and 
perjured  perfons  :  1  he  intemperate,  who  flow  together 
in  places  of  ftrong  drink,  fpend  nights  and  days  in 
gambling,  idlenefs,  and  paftimes  ;  and  who,  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  all  laws,  human  and  divine,  are  deltroying 
their  health,  reafon,  reputation,  families,  fouls,  and 
bodies  in  excefs  and  diflipation.  Here,  in  this 
clafs,  aie  to  be  found  all  extortioners,  backbiters, 
thieves,  robbers,  lovers  of  pleafure,  the  world,  and 
themfelves  more  than  lovers  of  God  :  All  men  of 
wicked  hearts  and  evil  pradices.*,  all  the  unbelieving 
and  the  abominable,  who  obey  not  the  gofpel  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Men  of  thefe  charaders  are  termed  fools,  becaufe 
they  have  no  fpiritual  underflanding.  They  difeern 
not  the  things  of  the  fpirit  of  God.  They  are  fool- 
xfhnefs  unto  them.  Ibey  love  folly  and  darknefs 
rather  than  light.  They  make  the  molt  unwife  and 
unhappy  choice,  preferring  fin  to  holinefs,- the  vaflal- 

*  lob  xx i.  15.  f  Pfalm  xciy.  7.  i  Job  xxii.  13. 


Dis.  12.  THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  FOOLS.  273 

—nf  ■  ■  m  imr* 

age  of  lufb  and  Satan,  to  the  glorious  liberty  of  the 
fons  of  God  ;  the  pleafures  of  fenfe  to  the  enjoyment 
of  him,  and  the  inheritance  of  all  things  ;  the  unfat- 
isfying  enjoyments  of  a  moment  to  the  full  joys  of 
eternal  life.  They  feed  on  hulks  and  wind,  and  perifii 
with  hunger,  when  there  is  bread  enough  in  the  Fa¬ 
ther’s  houfe  and  to  fpare.  They  hate  knowledge,  and 
love  death.  Hence  they  are  fools.  Madnefs  is  in  their 
hearts  while  they  live ,  and  after  that  they  go  to  the  dead* 

The  natural  folly  of  the  heart  may  be  greatly  in- 
creafed  many  ways.  It  is  exceedingly  increafed  by  ex- 
ercife  and  practice.  By  vicious  exercifes  of  heart  it  is 
blinded,  hardened,  and  fixed  more  ftrongly  and  ha-, 
bitually  in  them.  All  fin  blinds  the  heart,  makes  it 
more  infenfible  of  the  truth,  prejudices  it  more  and 
more  againft  it,  and  all  the  wife  and  falutary  Inftruc- 
lions  and  counfels  of  God  and  men.  All  inward 
moral  feelings  and  propenfities  are  (lengthened  and 
fixed  by  exercife  and  habit.  The  more  a  man  lives  in 
the  exercifes  of  envy,  malice,  and  revenge,  the  more 
ftrongly  thofe  exercifes  operate,  and  the  more  fixed 
and  habitual  they  become.  And  fo  it  is  with  refped 
to  all  other  vicious  exercifes.  Hence  as  fools  live  in 
exercifes  of  folly,  it  is  conftantly  progreffing  towards 
the  higheft  degrees  of  it. 

Folly  is  further  increafed  by  practice,  by  outward 
ads  of  fin  againft  God.  By  the  pradice  of  deceit,  un- 
righteoufnefs,  pilfering,  profanation  of  the  name, 
word,  fabbaths,  and  ordinances  of  God,  or  of  any 
other  vices,  men  grow  ,  more  and  more  addided  to 
them,  and  the  habits  of  finning  become  ftronger  and 
are  more  invincibly  fixed.  Sin  is  nourifhed  and  great¬ 
ly  increafed  by  finning.f  An  inftance  of  pilfering 
fome  trifle,  at  firft,  may  grow  up  into  grofs  dealing, 
and  confirmed  robbery ;  a  profane  word  may  lead  onto  a 
fixed  habit  of  blafphemy.  A  negled  of  public  worfhip 
and  the  divine  ordinances  often  leads  on  from  one  in¬ 
ftance  to  another,  until  men  become  fixed  in  the  habit 

+  Fcclef.  ix.  3.  f  Alitur  vitium,  crefcitgue  tangendo. 

v  ice  is  nourifhed  and  grows  by  touching  it. 
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of  a  total  neglect  of  them,  and  live  among  Chriftians, 
and  under  all  the  external' light  of  the  gofpel,  like  the 
Heathen.  Before  men  have  accuftomed  themfelves  to 
fin,  adts  of  it,  though  comparatively  Imall,  will  trou¬ 
ble  the  conicience  and  caufe  remorfe,  but  as  they  be¬ 
come  habituated  to  it,  they  lofe  all  tendernefs  of 
confcience,  and  commit  the  greateft  crimes  witlr* 
out  fear  or  remorfe. 

Further,  when  once  the  heart  becomes  bold  and 
hardened  in  any  one  fin,  men  naturally  proceed  with¬ 
out  fear  to  all  other  fins.  In  proportion  as  it  is  blind¬ 
ed  and  hardened,  and  confcience  ftupified  by  the  ha¬ 
bit  of  particular  fins,  men  are  prepared  to  commit  all 
fin  with  greedinefs.  They  are  naturally  led  on  to  the 
gratification  of  every  loft,  and  (in  upon  a  more  ex- 
ten  five  feale.  Inftead  of  fome  particular  habits  of  fin 
to  which  they  were,  at  firft,  more  particularly  ad¬ 
dicted,  they  now  go  on  with  little  restraint,  or  re¬ 
morfe  into  all  manner  tf  finful  indulgences.  Folly 
therefore,  is  wonderfully  increafed,  as  to  its  degree, 
flrength,  and  extent.  It  becomes  irrefiftible,  invinci¬ 
ble,  and  remedilefs.  Hence  that  remarkable  paflage, 
Jeremiah  xiii.  23.  Can  the  Ethiopian  change  his  jkin,  or 
the  leopard  his  [pots  P  Then  may  ye  a!fo  do  good ,  that  are 
eiccujlomed  to  do  evil.  Folly  is  greatly  increafed  by  bad 
books  and  bad  examples.  It  is  a  general  maxim, 
That  bad  books  are  the  public  fountains  of  vice.  Bad 
examples  have  a  great  influence  both  to  teach  and  en¬ 
courage  men  to  fin. 

It  is  important  further  to  obferve,  that  in  propor¬ 
tion  as  men  make  progrefs  in  fin,  they  become  more 
difaffedted  with  the  truth,  and  alienated  from  God. 
Hence  as  fin  prevails  their  faith  diminifhes  ;  and  they 
dilcredit  the  word  of  God,  commence  deilts  and  athe- 
ifts,  denying  the  Lord  who  made  them.  They  know 
that  the  gofpel  condemns  them,  and  that  if  it  be  true 
they  mult  fuffer  the  vengeance  of  eternal  fire  ;  that 
there  can  be  no  hope  in  their  cafe  unlefs  they  repent. 
But  t Ley  have  no  fincere  defires  or  purpofes  to  repent. 
'Therefore,  blinded  and  hardened  by  fin,  they,  as  the 
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laft  refort,  renounce  revelation  and  become  grofs  infi¬ 
dels,  and  finally  land  in  atheifm.  They  are  fo  aban¬ 
doned  to  wickednefs,  and  fo  impatient  of  all  reftraint, 
that  this,  for  them,  is  the  only  way  of  peace  and 
fafety.  Believing  that  there  is  no  God  they  commit 
abominable  deeds,  robbery,  murder,  fuicide,  and  ev¬ 
ery  kind  of  iniquity.  They  wholly  quench  the  fpirit, 
and  become  twice  dead,  plucked  up  by  the  roots. 
They  will  not  believe,  nor  come  to  the  light  left  their 
deeds  fhould  be  reproved.  Thus  men  progrefs  in  folly 
until  they  fill  up  the  meafure  of  their  fin,  and  become 
veffels  of  wrath fitted  to  dejlruftion  *  Evil  men  and  fe~ 
ducers  Jhall  wax  worfe  and  worfey  deceiving x  and  being 
deceived .f  I  proceed 

II.  To  fhow  what  it  is  to  become  a  companion  of 
thefe  fools. 

The  word  in  the  Hebrew  rendered  companion,  lit¬ 
erally  fignifies  to  walk  with.  The  verfe  as  it  ft  and  s  in 
the  original  text  is,  He  who  walketh  with  the  wife 
{hall  be  wife,  but  he  who  walketh  with  fools  fhall  be 
deftroyed.  To  walk  with  them  therefore,  choofing 
them  for  our  companions,  joining  ourl'elves  to  their 
fociety,  and  going  into  their  practices,  is  becoming  a 
companion  of  them.  This,  foolilh  and  dangerous  as 
it  is,  men  often  do,  notwithftanding  all  the  divine 
counfels  and  prohibitions,  and  in  oppofition  to  all  the 
iriftru&ions,  warnings,  and  intreaties  of  parents^ 
minifters,  and  good  people.'  The  approaches  to  fuch 
company  are  gradual,  and  fometimes  almoft  impercep¬ 
tible.  Men  are  fnarea  and  taken  before  they  fee,  or 
even  To  much  as  fufpecl  the  danger.  But  as  foon  as 
the  company  and  reftraints  of  good  people,  and  the 
laws  of  God  become  burdenfome,  and  the  life  of  the 
wicked,  their  gaity,  froth,  profanenefs,  vanity,  and 
loofe  living  appears  amiable,  and  the  heart  defires  to 
live  as  they  do  it  is  certain  that  men  are  far  gone  in 
foolifhnefs,  When  this  is  the  cafe,  and  they  find 
pleafure  in  hearing  ihe  word  and  ordinances  of  God 

*  Rom.ix.  %%,  >  f  z  Tim.  iii.  13. 
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contemned  and  ridiculed  ;  when  they  find  fecret  de- 
fires  in  their  hearts  that  the  fcriptures  were  not  true, 
or  that  there  was  no  God,  and  are  pleafed  with  loofe 
men,  and  with  books  fubverfive  of  the  fcriptures  and 
of  found  do&rine,  it  is  certain  that  they  are  becoming 
fools,  and  entering  faft  on  the  road  to  everlafting 
death.  The  heart  is  firfi:  corrupted,  and  in  this  the 
firit  motions  and  tendencies  of  fin  and  apoftacy  are  to 
be  feen.  When  it  becomes  thus  evil  affe&ed,  men 
will  ordinarily  refift  all  conVi&ion,  break  over  all  re- 
itraints,  and  rufh  forward  into  loofe  and  vicious  com¬ 
pany,  and  go  into  the  fame  licentious  courfes  to  which 
thofe  with  whom  they  afiociate  have  accuftomed 
the mfe Ives.  They  will  make  light  of  good  men,  def- 
pile  their  ccunfels,  and  become  alienated  from  them. 
.They  will  gradually  think  lightly  of  the  fcriptures, 
contemn  and  neglect  them,  with  the  ordinances  and 
duties  which  they  enjoin.  From  this  they  proceed  to 
an  open  oppofition  of  Chriftianity  itfelf.  They  will 
reftrain  prayer  in  fecret  and  in  the  family,  and  by  de¬ 
grees  they  will  withdraw  themfelves  from  the  public 
worfhip  and  ordinances.  Loofe  thinking  and  loofe 
living  alienate  the  heart  from  God,  and  prevent 
prayer  and  all  communion  with  him.  Men  will  now- 
join  themfelves  entirely  to  wicked  company,  and  will 
imbibe  their  fentiments  and  gradually  be  aflimilated 
into  their  likenefs,  and  converfe  and  conduct  as  they 
do.  If  they  read  at  all,  it  will  be  their  immoral,  de~ 
iftical,  and  corrupt  books.  When  this  is  the  cafe  they 
become  indeed  companions  of  fools,  and  by  their  con¬ 
duct  demonftrate  that  they  are  fools  themfelves.  The 
more  entirely  they  unite  with  fuch  company,  imbibe 
their  wicked  difpofitions  and  fentiments,  and  walk  in 
the  ways  of  fuch  tranfgrefibrs,  the  greater  is  their  mad- 
nefs  and  danger.  As  vice  increafes,  every  thing  good 
is  proportionably  difelteemed,  hated,  and  defpifed. 
In  proportion  to  the  turpitude  of  a  man’s  heart  and 
life,  is  his  blindnefs  to  divine  truth.  From  fome  low 
convi&ion  of  it,  he  declines,  as  vice  increafes,  until 
he  has  no  belief  of  it,  and  commences  a  deifi,  and 
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from  deifm  he  progreffes  to  atheifm,  and  finally  to  the 
difbeiief  of  every  thing.  This  leads  to  the  pradice 
of  all  things  abominable  and  horrible.  This  has  been 
the  progrefs  of  wickednefs  and  infidelity  in  France 
and  Germany  ;  and  among  vicious  and  abandoned 
people  in  other  countries.  The  further  men  proceed 
in  error  and  vice,  the  more  entirely  they  are  joined  in 
affection,  fentiment,  and  practice  to  wicked  men,  the 
more  demonftrably,  and  in  the  higher  degree,  are  they 
the  companions  ot  fools.  In  the  more  fingular  man-' 
nerare  they  expofed  to  the  threatening  in  our  text. 

This  brings  me, 

III.  To  contemplate  the  danger  and  fatal  confe- 
quences  of  connexions  with  fuch  wicked  company. 
But  a  companion  of  fools  Jhall  be  defroyed . 

Ihe  words  of  our  text  mod  exprelsly  denounce  de- 
fhudion  againft  all  who  walk  with  fuch  fools  and  are 
companions  with  them  in  their  folly.  Were  there  no 
other  paffage  in  the  bible  but  this,  to  prove  the  point, 
this  would  be  fufficient  to  put  their  deilrudion  beyond 
all  doubt.  ^  But  the  fcripture  is  abundant  in  declara¬ 
tions  to  the  fame  efFed.  All  vicious  people,  who 
company  with  fools,  are  wicked  men;  and  God  has 
determined  finally  and  forever  to  deftroy  all  perfons  of 
tnis  charader ;  and  has  in  a  great  variety  of  the  moft 
ftrong  and  expreflive  language  denounced  his  judg¬ 
ments  and  wrath  upon  them.  But  it  Jhall  not  be  well 
with  the  wicked,  neither  Jhall  he  prolong  his  days  which 
are  as  a  Jhadow ;  becaufe  he  feareth  not  before  God  * 
Wo  unto  the  wicked ,  it  fall  be  ill  with  him  :  for  the 
reward  of  his  hands  pall  be  given  him, f  Thus  in  gen¬ 
eral  terms,  the  fcriptures  denounce  deflrudion  againft 
ail  loofe  and  vicious  people.  They  are  deilroyed  in 
many  important  refpeds  as  to  this  world.  %  Disap¬ 
pointment,  fhame,  mifery,  and  forrow  are  the  infep- 
aiable  attendants  of  fin  in  the  prefent  life. 

When  once  a  man  commences  a  companion  of 
oo.s,  the  natural  tendency  of  it  is  to  lead  him  on  to 

Fxd.  viii.  13.  f  Ifaiah  iii.  u. 
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rcmedilefs  deflruHion.  His  very  (late  is  that  of  mif- 
ery,  and  his  way  is  the  way  of  death.  All  unrenew¬ 
ed  men,  however  good  their  education,  however  de¬ 
cent  their  manners,  are  dead  in  trefpafles  and  fins*, 
and  the  whole  natural  propenfjty  of  their  hearts  is  to 
folly.  Hence  it  is  written,  DeJlruElion  and  mfery  are 
in  their  ways  ;  and  the  way  of  peace  they  have  not  known* 
No  fooner  do  they  join  themfelves  to  the  company  of 
foolifh  men,  than  every  thing  unites  its  influence  againfb 
them.  As  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin,  and  the  habit  of 
it,  as  has  been  fhown,  increafes  their  biindnefs  ;  and 
as  they  will  become  more  and  more  alienated  from, 
good  men,  and  be  further  removed  from  all  counfels, 
warnings,  advice,  examples,  and  means  of  reltraint. 
This  further  will  be  the  cafe,  as  they  will  not  only  be 
removed  from  all  reftraints  and  means  to  do  them 
good,  but  be  in  the  way  of  all  temptations,  inflruments* 
and  means  of  further  corrupting  and  deflroying  them. 
Having  joined  themfelves  to  fools,  fmners  will  con- 
ilantly  entice  them,  and  by  their  evil  examples,  pro¬ 
fane  and  filthy  converfation,  will  be  continually  feed¬ 
ing  and  inflaming  their  luffs  and  pafhons.  Such  mif- 
erable  companions  will  be  mutually  corrupting,  em¬ 
boldening,  and  hardening  each  other  in  fin.  Satan- 
and  his  inflruments  will  take  them  captive  at  pleafure. 
Befides,  when  men  thus  rebel  againft  God,  and  for- 
fake  him,  he  forfakes  them.  Ifrael  would  none  cf  me . 
So  1  gave  them  up  unto  their  own  hearts 9  lift  :  and  they 
walked  in  their  own  counfels  f  Their  condition  becomes 
further  a  date  of  death  and  deilru&ion,  as  their  dif- 
aflfedtion  to  truth  and  holinefs  will  be  a  llrong  induce¬ 
ment  to  their  embracing  all  kinds  of  fatal  errors  and 
delufions  ;  and  may  provoke  their  abufed  Creator 
and  Redeemer,  to  give  them  up  to  their  own  wicked 
choice.  How  often  has  this  been  the  cafe  ?  And  for 
this  c a ufe  God  / hall  fend  them  Jlrong  delufion>  that  they 
fhould  believe  a  lie  :  that  they  all  might  be  damned ,  who 
believed  not  the  truth ,  but  had pleafure  in  unright  ecufnefs-% 

*  Rom.  iii.  16, 17.  f  Pfalm  Ixxxi.  Uj  13. 
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Particularly,  it  ought  to  be  obferved,  with  re- 
fpedl  to  apodates  from  Chridianify,  who  after  they 
have  been  devoted  to  God,  in  infancy,  and  tenderly 
indru&ed  in  the  things  of  the  kingdom,  and  accuf- 
tomed  to  family  religion,  and  public  worfhip,  if  they 
fall  away,  fin  wilfully  after  they  have  received  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth,  their  cafe  is  exceedingly  dan¬ 
gerous,  if  not  defperate.  How  awful  is  the  language 
of  the  npoftle  refpedling  perfons  of  this  character  ? 
There  remain  eth  no  more  facrifiee  for  fin ,  but  a  fearful 
looking  for  of  judgment  and  fiery  indignation ,  which  fijall 
devour  the  adverfaries.\\  In  what  a  fearful  and  tre¬ 
mendous  (late  of  mifery  and  deftrudtion  are  men, 
when  they  become  the  companions  of  fools  ?  When 
they  forfake  God,  and  he  forfakes  them  ?  This  is  his 
language  concerning  them,  Wo  unto  them  when  1  depart 
from  the?n.§  What  a  fearful  profpedt  is  there  that  they 
will  mod  certainly  be  dedroyed  ?  They  will  be  de« 
ftroyed  in  many  important  refpedls  as  to  this  world. 

They  will  be  dedroyed  with  refpedt  to  their  char- 
a£ler.  This  is  of  great  worth  and  importance  to  men, 
efpecially  to  young  men.  It  is  like  precious  ointment, 
which  is  of  great  value  and  fpreads  its  fragrance  far 
and  wide.  But  as  dead  f/es  caufe  the  ointment  of  the 
apothecary  to  fend  forth  a  f  inking  favor  :  fo  doth  a 
htile  folly  him  that  is  in  reputation  for  wifdom  and  honor. 
The  wile  man  allures  us,  with  refpedf  even  to  one 
particular  vice,  that  whofoever  diall  be  guilty  of  it 
defiroyeth  his  own  foul :  that  a  wound  and  didionor 
fhall  he  get,  and  his  reproach  fhall  not  be  wiped  away.% 
When  men  join  themfelves  to  a  company  of  fools  it 
demondrates,  that  they  love  folly  and  are  fools  them¬ 
felves.  Their  vicious  conduct  will  foon  be  known, 
and  their  chara&er  will  be  dedroyed.  The  feed  of  evil 
doers  Jhall  never  be  renowned  f 

They  are  alfo  often  dedroyed  as  to  their  edate,  and 
reduce  themfelves  to  poverty  and  f'hame.  He  that 
followeth  vain  perfons  fhall  have  poverty  enough,^ 

(1  Heb.  x.  26,  27.  §  Hofea  ix.  12.  If  Ecckx.  1. 

Prov,  vi.  3.2,  33.  f  Ifaiah  xiv.  20,  J  Frov,  xxviiL  19^ 
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Among  fools  there  are  all  the  vices  which  impoverifh 
individuals  and  families  *,  which  deftroy  health,  rea~ 
fbn,  reputation,  lire,  and  the  immortal  foul.  There 
is  idlenefs,  miipenfe  of  time  and  money,  intempe¬ 
rance,  debauchery,  contentions,  litigations,  frauds, 
violence,  biafphemies,  and  murders.  How  impover- 
idling  are  thefe  i  Hence  thofe  admonitions,  Be  not 
amongft  wine  bibbers  ;  amongjl  riotous  caters  of  flejh . 
Boi  the  glutton  and  drunkard  fall  come  to  poverty  ;  and 
drowfinefs  fall  clothe  a  man  with  rags .*  Does  not 
wantonnefs  *  bring  men  to  a  piece  of  bread,  and 
caufe  their  wealth  to  be  in  the  houfe  of  ftrangers  ? 
The  natural  tendency  of  vice  is  to  deftroy  health,  rea- 
fon,  and  life  itfelf  ;  nay,  to  provoke  the  Almighty 
to  deftroy  them.  Is  it  not  therefore  written,  The 
years  of  the  wicked  fall  be  fortcnedf  They  are  fhort- 
ened  by  luxury  and  excefs,  by  the  fword  of  juftice, 
and  the  judgments  of  God.  Fools  becaufe  of  their 
tranfgreftions  are  afllidled,  and  they  draw  near  unto 
the  gates  of  death. i  Sometimes  they  are,  for  their 
crimes,  deprived  of  liberty,  property,  limbs,  and 
life  itfelf  by  the  fword  of  the  civil  magiftrate.  God 
often  fends  his  wrath  and  curfe  upon  them.  For  be¬ 
caufe  of  thefe  things  cometh  the  wrath  of  God  upon 
the  children  of  difohedience.||  Bloody  and  deceitful  men 
fall  not  live  out  half  their  days.§  He  that  getteth  riches , 
and  not  by  right ,  fall  die  in  the  midjl  of  his  days ,  and  at 
his  end  fall  be  a  fool.% 

This  deftroy s  men,  as  to  ufefuhiefs  ;  fo  that  inftead 
of  doing  good  they  do  all  manner  of  evil.  Like  the 
great  adverfary  of  God  and  men,  they  go  about  feek- 
ing  to  deceive  and  deftroy  mankind  ;  are  enemies  and 
oppofers  of  God  and  all  righteoufnefs.  They  are  de- 
jftroyed  alfo  with  refpetSt  to  all  peace  with  God  and 
communion  with  him.  For  there  is  no  peace  to  the  wick¬ 
ed.  The  way  oj  it  they  have  not  known .  Their  wicked- 
nefs  and  eftrangement  from  God  exclude  them  all 
communion  with  him.  For  what  fellowfip  hath  right - 

*  Prov.  xxiii.  20,  21.  f  Chap.  x.  27.  $  Pfaim  evii.  17,18, 

11  Eph.  v.  6.  §  Pfaim  Iv.  23.  i  Jer.  xvii.  n. 
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eouftiefs  with  unright eoufnefs  ?  And  what  communion  hath 
light  with  darknefs  ?  And  what  concord  hath  CHRIST 
with  Belial  ?%  Thus  fools  are  deftroyed  as  to  this 
world.  How  far  they  may  proceed  in  (in,  and  what 
eviis  they  may  bring  on  themfelves  and  others,  when 
once  they  violate  confcience,  refid  the  light  and  quench 
the  fpirit,  it  is  impofiible  to  determine. 

Be  this  as  it  mav,  all  which  they  can  poflibly  fuffer  in 
this  world  will  be  light,  and  but  for  a  moment,  in 
comparifon  with  the  deftrudlion  which  awaits  them  in 
that  which  is  future  and  eternal.  ‘The  wicked  Jhall  he 
turned  into  hell ,  and  all  the  nations  that  forget  GOD  * 
Upon  the  wicked  he Jhall  rain  fnares ,  fire ,  and  brimfione9 
and  an  horrible  tempefi  :  This  Jhall  be  the  portion  oj  their 
cup.\  As  therefore  the  tares  are  gathered  and  burnt  in 
the  fire  ;  fo  Jhall  it  he  in  the  end  of  .this  world.  The  fon 
of  man  Jhall  j end  forth  his  angels ,  and  they  fioall  gather  out 
oj  his  kingdom  all  things  that  offend  and  them  which  do  ini¬ 
quity  ;  and  Jhall  cafi  them  into  a  furnace  of  fire,  there 
Jhall  he  wailing  and  gnadoing  oj  teeth  J  But  the  fearful , 
and  unbelieving ,  and  the  abominable ,  and  all  liars,  fJoall  have 
their  part  in  the  lake  which  burneth  with  fire  and  brim - 
fionef  Thus  pofitively  is  it  declared,  that  God  will 
dellroy  all  the  workers  of  iniquity.  In  this  latter  text 
all  unbelievers  and  infidels  of  every  defcription,  and 
all  the  filthy,  deceitful,  and  abominable  in  the  earth, 
are  doomed  to  the  vengeance  of  eternal  fire.  Infidels 
and  all  who  do  not  obey  Christ,  as  well  as  profefs 
his  name,  and  call  him  Lord,  are  alfo  included  in 
that  awful  and  remarkable  paflage,  2  Thefialonians  i. 
7,  8,  9.  W  hen  the  LORD  JESUS  fioall  be  revealed  from 
heaven ,  with  his  mighty  angels ,  in  flaming  fire,  taking 
vengeance  on  them  that  know  not  Cod ,  and  obey  not  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  :  who  Jhall  be  punijhed  with  ev- 
erlafiing  defir uBion  from  the  prcjence  of  the  Lord,  and 
the  glory  of  his  power .  Thefe  paflages  doom  all  the 
wicked  oA  the  earth  univerfally  to  de(tru£lion.  The 

J  %  Cor.  vi.  14,  15.  *  Pialmix.  17.  f  Pfalm  xi.  6. 

t  Matth.  xiii.  4®,  41,  42.  §  Rev,  xxi,  8, 
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icriptures  declare  the  abfolute  certainty  of  this  de- 
ftrudhon  j  that  no  arts,  numbers,  ftrength,  nor  com¬ 
binations  of  men  {hall  be  able  to  prevent  its  execu¬ 
tion.  Though  hand  join  in  hand ,  the  wicked  /hall  not  be 
unpunfied*  When  they  Jh  all  fay  peace  and  fafety  ;  then 

Hidden  dejlruftion  cometh  upon  them  and  thev  (hall  not  ef~ 
cape,  f  J  J  J 

1 1.  will  be  a  total  deflru£lion  of  all  the  honor  and 
happinefs  of  all  the  foolifh  of  the  earth.  They  will 
awake  to  everlafling  lhame  and  contempt,  and  God 
will  deflroy  both  foul  and  body  in  hell.  It  will  be  alfo 
an  unpitied  dellruclion,  without  any  abatement,  re¬ 
lief,  or  cefiation.  For  now,  He  that  made  them  will 
not  have  mercy  on  them,  and  he  that  formed  them  will 
fiew  them  no  favor. \  The  mod  honorable  and  weal¬ 

thy  finners  in  this  world,  who  were  clothed  in  icarlet 
and  fine  linen,  and  fared  fumptuouily  every  day,  will 
not  be  able  to  obtain  a  drop  of  water  to  cool  their 
tongues,  tormented  in  the  quenchlefs  flame.  They 
have  no  ref  day  nor  night ,  but  the  fmoke  of  their  torment 
■cifcendeth  up  forever  and  ever  .§  It  will  be  an  infupport- 
*  ^le  and  infinitely  dreadful  deftru&ion.  It  is  a  fear¬ 
ful  thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living  God  !  He 
makes  this  challenge  of  the  finner,  Ian  thine  heart  en~ 
>dure>  or  can  thine  hands  be  firong  in  the  days  that  I  fiall 
deal  with  thee  /||  It  is  a  deftrudtion  compared  to  cut¬ 
ting  men  afunder  and  grinding  them  to  powder.  And 
fiall  cut  him  aj under ,  and  appoint  him  his  portion  with 
hypocrites  :  the  re  fall  be  wailing  and  gnajhing  of  teeth 
Whofoever fiall  fall  upon  that ft  one fiall  be  broken  :  but  on 
-whonfoever  it  fiali  fall  it  fiall  grind  him  to  powder.** 

In  a  word,  that  which  above  all  other  confidera- 
tions  makes  it  dreadful  is,  that  it  will  bean  endlefs 
defirudlion.  There  will  be  no  remedy  in  the  finner’s 
cafe.  Pie  that  being  often  reproved  hardeneth  his  neck , 
fiall  Juddenly  be  defrayed  and  that  without  remedy  .ff 
But  he  wit l  burn  up  the  chaff  with  unquenchable  fire.\\ 

*  Prov.  xi.  21.  f  1  Theff.  v.  3.  J  Ifaiah  xxvii.  n. 

§  Rev.  xiv.  11.  ||  Ezek.  xxii.  14.  H  Mattb.  xxiv.  51. 

**  Luke  xx,  ii.  ft  £n>7'XxiX'i«  tt  Matth, 
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ITheir  worm  dieth  not ,  and  the  fire  is  not  quenched . #  He 
that  is  filthy  let  him  he  filthy  fiillfi  Thus  fhall  fools  be 
deftroyed. 

As  an  improvement  of  this  interefling  difcourfe  I 
fhall  proceed  to  feveral  remarks  and  exhortations. 

I.  Since  men  become  fools  and  companions  of 
them,  and  make  prog-refs  in  folly  as  has  been  repre- 
fented,  how  dangerous  are  the  firfl  approaches  to  fin, 
and  all  violations  of  confcience,  efpecially  in  the  ear¬ 
ly  periods  of  life  ?  Of  what  incalculable  moment  is 
it  to  children  and  youth,  that  they  mod  cautioufly 
flee  all  youthful  fins,  and  that  they  contract  no  evil 
habits,  or  courfes  which  may  harden  their  hearts, 
blind  their  minds,  and  lead  them  onto  deftrudtion  ?  With 
what  conftant  caution  and  prayerfulnefs  fhould  they 
guard  againll  fin,  and  the  very  appearance  of  evil  ? 
With  what  caution  and  fixed  refolution,  dear  youth, 
fhould  you  flee  all  connexions  and  intimacy  with  the 
vicious  and  profane,  with  fcoflers  at  religion,  the 
fcriptures,  and  divine  ordinances  ?  How  careful  with 
refped  to  what  you  read  ?  That  you  fly  from  books 
fraught  with  impiety,  filthinefs,  profanity,  deifm,  and 
atheifm  ?  With  what  attention  and  ferioufnefs,  with 
what  cheerfulnefs  and  refolution  fhould  you  attend  to 
the  voice  of  your  wife  and  faithful  teachers  ?  To  the 
counfels,  reftraints,  and  government  of  your  parents 
and  fuperiors  ?  Now'  is  the  time  when  the  foundations 
of  your  happinefs  or  mifery,  of  your  honor  or  fhame, 
for  time  and  eternity,  wilf  probably  be  laid.  You  are 
in  a  moft  critical  and  important  period  of  life.  You 
need  the  help  of  God  and  all  good  people.  You  have 
need  to  look  w'ell  to  your  goings  and  to  take  every  flep 
with  the  greateft  circumfpe£lion. 

In  view  of  the  fubjeft,  who  can  but  remark  and 
♦feel  to  his  very  heart,  the  immenfe  importance  of  fam¬ 
ily  government  and  religion  ?  Of  ail  parents  and  heads 
of  families  watching  over  their  children  and  domef- 
tics  with  a  jealous  eye,  to  guard  them  againft  evil  mem 

*  Mark  ix.  4|,  46.  t  Rev,  xxii.  u. 
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and  evil  things,  and  to  bring  them  up  in  the  nurture  and 
admonition  of  the  Lord*  Can  any  thing  be  more  be¬ 
nevolent  or  beneficial  to  them  ?  More  important  and 
ufefui  to  families,  to  community  and  pofteritv,  at 
prelent,  or  in  the  generations  to  come  ? 

II.  Since  fools  deftroy  their  companions,  and  both 
fhall  finally  be  deflroyed,  how  deftrudfive  are  wicked 
men  to  individuals,  to  fociety,  and  to  human  happi- 
nefs  in  general  ?  No  deadly  poifon,  no  pefiilential  dif- 
cafe  is  fo  pernicious  as  their  influence.  Their  corrupt 
principles,  licentious  examples,  and  abominable-books 
fpread  immorality,  delufion,  mifery,  and  death  far 
and  wide.  They  poifon  the  hearts  and  morals  of 
thoulands  and  ten  thoufands.  Who  can  count  the 
numbers  whom  they  corrupt,  enfnare,  reduce  to  pov¬ 
erty,  fhame,  mifery,  and  death  in  the  prefent  world, 
and  how  many  they  lead  on  to  e-ndlefs  perdition  in  the 
future  ?  How  incalculable  are  the  injuries  which  they 
do  church  and  commonwealth  ?  How  peftiferous  are 
.  thofe  houfes  where  fools  and  their  companions  meet 
to  wafte  their  precious  time,  to  drink,  gamble,  con¬ 
cert  mifehief,  debauch  each  other,  and  propagate  er¬ 
ror  and  vice  h- — Where  they  are  connived  at  and  coun¬ 
tenanced  ?  What  zealous  and  united  exertions  fhould 
be  employed  by  parents,  public  teachers,  men  in  civil 
authority,  and  all  good  people  to  arred  and  reflrain  the 
progrefs  of  wiekednefs  and  wicked  men  ?  To  fupprefs 
the  places  where  they  find  countenance,  and  as  far  as 
poffible  to  prevent  the  growth  of  infidelity  and  wick- 
ednefs  ?  In  proportion  to  the  evils  which  they  bring  on 
individuals  and  themfelves,  and  the  mifehief  which 
they  do  to  fociety  ought  to  be  the  exertions  of  all  wife 
and  good  men  to  fupprefs  their  wiekednefs.  Piety, 
patriotifm,  ancl  every  principle  of  benevolence  urges 
us  to  labor  and  pray,  that  the  wiekednefs  of  the 
wicked  might  come  to  an  end. 

III.  How  inexpreffible  is  the  mifery  and  danger  of 
all  wicked  people  ?  What  reafon  is  there  that  finners 

*  JEph.  vi.  4o 
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in  Zion  fhould  be  afraid  and  that  fearfulriefs  fhould 
furprife  the  hypocrites  ?  That  all  foolifh  virgins,  falfe 
profeffors,  and  ungodly  men  fhould  fear  and  tremble  ? 
What  great  occafion  is  there  for  every  heart  to  be  pen¬ 
etrated  with  a  fenfe  of  the  immediate  neceflity  of  re¬ 
generation,  a  new  heart  and  a  new  life,  that  they 
may  not  be  deftroyed  forever. 

Certainly  to  be  expofed  to  fo  dreadful  a  condem¬ 
nation  as  that  of  fools,  to  all  their  dangers  and  mife- 
ries  in  this  life  and  in  the  future,  is  a  flate  of  mifery 
and  danger  beyond  all  calculation.  Efpecially,  as  they 
are  condemned  to  it  already,  and  as  the  fentence  may 
be  executed  fpeedily.  As  their  deftru£lion  may  arife 
and  come  fuddenly,  like  a  whirlwind,  even  when  they 
(hall  be  faying  peace  and  fafety.  This  night,  this 
hour,  or  at  any  other,  O  ye  foolifh  people,  your  fouls 
may  be  required  of  you  5  and  then  you  will  be  deftroy¬ 
ed  without  remedy,  without  mercy,  and  without  end. 
Your  mifery  and  danger  are  great  indeed  as  you  are 
naturally  foolifh,  and  deftitute  of  fpiritual  underftand- 
*ng>  as  you  are  far  more  inclined  to  walk  with  fools 
than  with  wife  men  ;  as  the  world  is  filled  with  fools 
and  with  folly,  and  there  are  every  where  Tinners  to 
entice  and  deftroy  you.  It  is  an  age  of  uncommon  li- 
centioufnefs,  impiety,  delufion,  deifm,  and  infidelity. 
There  are  great  and  uncommon  temptations,  to  in¬ 
duce  you  to  become  companions  of  fools,  and  to  con¬ 
tinue  and  perifh  with  them.  O  that  you  would  re¬ 
alize  your  mifery  and  danger  !  Be  penetrated  with  a 
fenfe  of  the  prefting,  immediate  neceflity  of  regenera¬ 
tion,  a  thorough  change  in  all  the  moral  powers  of 
your  xouls,  that  you  may  not  be  fuddenly  deftroyed 
with  the  foolifh.  This  is  the  only  expedient  which 
can  fecure  you  from  the  miferies  and  dangers  with 
which  you  are  now  prefled,  and  the  infinitely  greater 
ones  to  which  you  are  every  moment  expofed. 

IV.  The  difcourfe  fhall  be  concluded  with  exhort-* 
ations  and  expoftulations  naturally  ariftug  from  the 
fubjeft. 
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Let  all  be  deeply  fenfible  of  the  exceeding  crimi¬ 
nality  and  danger  of  making  any  intimate  friendfhips, 
or  forming  connexions,  or  going  unneceffarily  in  the 
company  of  profane,  licentious,  •  and  wicked  men. 
Mo  ft  cautiouily  ftiun  their  fociety,  tlieir  examples, 
their  corrupt  and  blafphemous  books,  theirfiithy,  pro¬ 
fane,  and  fcofTing  converfation.  Hear  and  yield  all 
obedience  to  the  divine  commands  on  this  fufeje£t. 
My  fon,  if  f i nner s  entice  thee  con/ent  thou  not .  My  [on, 
'walk  mi  in  the  'way  with  than  j  refrain  thy  feet  from 
their  path.*  Jointer  not  into  the  path  of  the  wicked,  and 
go  not  in  the  way  of  evil  men .  Avoid  it,  pafs  not  by  it, 
turn  from  it  and  pafs  away.f  With  what  endearment 
and  energy  are  thefe  admonitions  and  commands  giv¬ 
en  ?  How  ftrongly  do  they  exprefs  the  vaft  neceflity 
and  importance  of  the  duties  they  demand  ?  They 
prohibit  your  even  entering  into  the  way  of  the  wick¬ 
ed,  or  taking  fo  much  as  a  fingle  ftep  in  it.  They 
demand  that  you  avoid,  turn  from  it,  and  pafs  afar 
off,  as  from  a  deadly  poifon,  the  plague,  the  moft 
mortal  difeafes  or  enemies.  Nay,  you  are  forbidden 
even  to  pafs  by,  or  approach  the  guilty,  deadly  path. 
Solomon  urges  the  avoiding  of  the  wicked  as  a  cafe 
of  life  and  death.  Forfahe  the  foolifh  and  live.%  The 
words  imply  that  death  is  in  the  fociety  of  the  wicked. 
Deflrudtion  and  mifery  are  in  their  ways.  Life  can¬ 
not  be  enjoyed  in  their  community.  If  you  will  walk 
with  them  you  mufl  die  and  mourn  with,  them  at  la(L 
Be  intreated  to  confider  thefe  things  with  the  attention 
and  ferioufnefs  which  they  demand.  Know  that  if 
you,  at  any  time,  make  connexions  with  the  wicked, 
walk  in  their  company  and  ways,  you  rebel  againft 
the  exprefs  commands  of  the  Almighty  God  ;  that 
you  do  it  at  the  peril  of  your  immortal  fouls  *,  that 
you  will  do  it  with  your  eyes  open.  You  have  now 
been  fully  warned,  and  the  danger  of  it  has  been 
clearly  reprefented.  You  will  (in  againfi  the  cleared 
light,  and  have  no  excufe  for  your  fin.  Confider,  I 

*  Prov.  i.  io,  15.  f  Chap.  iv.  14,  15.  J  Chap.  ix.  6. 
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befeech  you,  the  certainty  and  the  dreadfulnefs  of  the 
deftru&ion  of  fools  ;  and  how  fuddenly  it  may  come 
upon  them,  and  be  not  the  companion  of  fools.  Let 
ail  t lie  carnally  iecure  and  eafy  in  Zion,  all  foolifh  vir¬ 
gins,  who  have  a  name  to  live  while  they  are  dead? 
know,  that  they  are  among  the  foolifh  ;  and  that  ex¬ 
cept  they  repent  and  believe  the  gofpel,  they  can  by 
no  means  elcape  the  dedrudlion  of  fools.  Nay,  my 
brethren,  fettle  it  in  your  hearts,  that  r.otwithftand- 
ing  all  your  decent  and  fmooth  living,  your  fair  prc® 
fdlions  and  appearances,  that  except  ye  be  born  again 
ye  cannot  fee  the  kingdom  of  God.  No,  ye  fhall  be 
brought  forth  to  the  day  of  wrath,  and  the  perdition 
of  ungodly  men.  Deceive  not  yourfelves :  for  why 
will  ye  die>  0  houfe  of  Ifrael  t 

Perhaps  there  are  fome  to  whom  I  am  fpeaking* 
who  have  already  joined  themfelves  to  the  fociety  of 
wicked  men,  and  are  vicious  and  difTolute  perfonss 
their  mouths  are  fet  againd  the  heavens  and  their 
tongues  walk  through  the  earth  •,  rioting,  gamblings 
wantonnefs,  and  excefs  are  in  'their  goings  ;  and  yet 
they  allow  that  Chriflianity  is  true,  and  pafs  under 
the  general  name  of  Chriftians.  Alas  !  in  what  an 
aflonifhing  (fate  of  inconfilfency  and  danger  are  you  ? 
Allow  that  Chriilianity  is  true,  and  yet  live  like  infi¬ 
dels  1  Acknowledge  it  to  be  true,  that  a  companion  of 
fools  fl ball  be  defrayed,  and  yet  walk  with  them,  and 
fuffer  yourfelves  to  be  like  them  !  Do  you  allow,  the 
awful  truths  fpoken  againft  the  profane  perfon.  As  he 
loved  curfng ,  fo  let  it  come  unto  him  :  as  he  delighted  not 
in  biffing  Jo  let  it  be  far  from  him.  As  he  clothed  himfelf 
with  curfng  like  as  with  a  garment  :  fo  let  it  come  intm 
his  bowels  like  water ,  and  like  oil  into  his  bones.  Let  it 
be  unto  him  as  the  garment  which  co  ver cth  him ,  and  as  a 
girdle  wherewith  he  is  girded  continually ,*  and  yet  fpeak 
oaths  and  horrible  profanenefs  ?  Do  you  indeed  be- 
Leve  that  the  Lord  will  not  hold  him  guiltlefi  who  taketh 
his  name  in  vain  and  yet  fpeak  blafphemies  ?  Nay,, 

*  Pfalm  cix,  17,  18,  19.  f  Exodus  xx.  7.,. 
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do  you  believe,  that  the  abominable ,  and  the  unbelieving , 
all  liars  floall  have  their  part  in  the  lake  which  burn - 
eth  with  fire  and  brimJlone,\  and  yet  live  in  wanton- 
nefs,  unbelief,  deceit,  and  falfehood  ?  Or  is  there 
among  you  any  fuch  root  of  gall  and  wormwood,  as 
that  when  he  heareth  thefe  things,  he  blejfeth  himfelf 
in  his  heart ,  faying ,  I  (hall  have  peace ,  though  1  walk 
in  the  imagination  of  mine  heart ,  to  add  drunkennefs  to 
thirjl :  Is  it  not  written  concerning  him,  The  Lord 
will  not  f pare  him ,  but  then  the  anger  of  the  LORD  and 
his  jealoufy  Jh all  fmoke  againjl  that  man ,  and  all  the  curfes 
that  are  written  in  this  book  Jhall  lie  upon  him ,  and  the 
Lord  floall  blot  out  his  name  from  under  heaven.^  Will 
you  not  be  itruck,  and  alarmed  at  your  inconfiftency 
and  danger  ?  Are  not  your  feet  fet  in  flippery  places  ? 
May  not  your  deitru£tion  come  as  a  whirlwind  ?  May 
you  not  be  caft  down  into  deftru£fion  as  in  a  moment, 
and  be  utterly  confumed  with  terrors  ?  O  how  can 
you  thus  rebel  againft  your  Creator  and  Redeemer  ? 
Sin  againft  light,  your  own  mercies  and  fouls  ?  Why 
will  you  expofe  yourfelves  to  fhame,  poverty,  an  un¬ 
timely  death,  and  all  the  judgments  of  God  in  this 
life  ?  To  be  deftroyed  and  have  your  portion  with 
fools  and  hypocrites  forever  ?  Are  you  willing  to  live 
only  to  fill  up  the  meafure  of  your  fin,  and  to  become 
veffels  of  wrath  fitted  to  deflruction  To  lie  down  in 
forrow  with  devils  and  all  the  abominable  of  the  earth  ? 
To  be  covered  with  fhame,  and  to  be  an  abhorring  un¬ 
to  all  jlejh  rf  Will  you  not  rather  cajl  away  from  you 
all  your  tratfgrejfions ,  whereby  ye  have  tranfgreffed ,  and 
make  you  a  new  hearty  and  a  new  fpirit  P*  Will  you 
not  make  hafte  to  deliver  your  fouls  from  death  ?  Will 
you  not  fly  as  a  roe  from  the  hand  of  the  hunter,  and 
as  a  bird  from  the  hand  of  the  fowler  ?  Give  not  fleep 
to  your  eyes,  nor  flumber  to  your  eyelids,  until  you 
have  efcaped  from  your  dangerous,  dreadful  condition. 

Possibly  fome  fecret  or  open  deift  or  infidel  may 
hear  this  folemn  addrefs  and  imagine  himfelf  to  have 

±  Rev.  xxi.  8.  §  Deut.  xxix.  19,  20.  ||  Rom.  ix.  23. 
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no  interefl:  nor  concern  in  it,  and  treat  it  all  with  a 
fneer  of  indifference  and  contempt.  But  have  you 
not,  unhappy  man,  an  important  in  t  ere  ft  in  it,  at 
lead,  as  it  refperts  this  life.  Js  not  your  ch&rarter 
of  fome  importance  to  yourfelf  and  your  connexions  ? 
Is  it  of  no  importance  to  you,  to  efcape  poverty,  the 
fword  of  juitice,  an  untimely  death,  by  your  owa 
hands,  or  the  hands  of  others  ?  Can  you  have  the 
fame  fecurity  againfl  thefe  in  a  life  of  infidelity  and 
diflipation,  and  in  the  fociety  of  knaves,  robbers,  and 
fools,  as  in  the  friendfhip  and  fellowship  of  righteous,-, 
wife,  and  fober  men  ?  Is  your  nature  fo  pure,  that 
you  need  no  reftraints  from  religion  and  the  profperts 
of  eternity  ?  Can  you  certainly  determine,  that  when 
you  have  fhaken  off  all  reftraints  from  religion,  and 
eniifted  under  the  banner  of  fools,  that  you  (hall  not 
proceed  too  far  in  vice,  for  your  honor,  interefl,  or 
Should  y°u  commence  the  head  of  a  family, 
^culd  you  have  the  fame  fecurity  that  your  wife,  chil¬ 
dren,  and  domeftics,  would  be  as  dutiful,  faithful, 
knui,  and  ufeful,  when  you  have  taught  them  to  de- 
ipife  the  fcnptures  and  laugh  at  all  moral  obligations,, 
as  though  they  believed  them,  and  arted  under  the 
influence  of  religion  ?  Have  you  no  interefl  in  the 
honor,  liberty,  and  happinefs  of  your  country,  and 
your  frienas  and  connexions  which  it  comprifes  ? 
oan  a  people  be  free  and  happy  without  virtue  ?  Are 
not  tree  communities  founded  and  preferved  by  cove¬ 
nants,  oaths,  fidelity,  and  virtue  ?  But  what  are  oaths 
and  compass,  when  men  difbelieve  the  fcriptures, 
and  deny  all  future  rewards  and  punifhments  ?  It  was 
an  obfervation  of  the  illuftrious  Sidney,  «  Liberty 
cannot  be  preferved  if  the  manners  of  the  people  are 
corrupted.  This  obfervation  has  been  confirmed  by 
the  experience  of  all  ages.  Have  not  commonwealth, 
and  kingdoms  always  fallen  by  their  vices  ?  You  have 
therefore  i  mere  (Is  of  great  importance  with  refpert  Z 
this  world,  m  immediately  forking  the  foolifh  and 
gotng  in  the  way  of  underftanding. 
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But  you  have  infinitely  greater  interefts  concerned, 
in  the  world  to  come.  You  have  no  evidence  that 
deifm  is  true.  It  is  founded  in  impertinent  objections 
and  miftakes  only.  After  all  that  can  be  objedled, 
Chriftianity  is  true.  You  are  an  immortal  creature, 
capable  of  happinefs  or  mifery  beyond  all  finite  con¬ 
ception.  The  deflruciion  of  fools  is  fo  infinitely 
dreadful,  that  if  there  were  but  ten  thoufands,  or 
^millions  of  chances  to  one,  that  deifm  might  be  falfe, 
and  one  to  millions  that  Chriftianity  might  be  true,  it 
would  be  highly  prudent  to  renounce  deifm  and  to  be 
a  Chriftian.  If  Chriftianity  were  faife  it  could  do  us 
210  hurt,  as  even  in  the  prefent  life,  it  is  far  better  for 
individuals  and  communities  than  deifm.  There  is 
nothing  to  be  gained  by  deifm  and  infidelity  ;  but 
there  is  every  thing  to  be  loft.  In  every  view  there¬ 
fore,  the  reje&ion  of  Chriftianity  is  the  height  of 
madnefs.  Thofe  who  are  guilty  of  it  ftand  foremoft 
in  the  lift  of  folly,  and  are  advancing  in  the  firft  ranks 
to  the  deftrudrion  which  we  have  been  contemplating. 
Perhaps  you  were  bornandeducated  in  a  Chriftian  fam¬ 
ily,  and  yetare  now  blafpheming  his  glorious  name  into 
whom  you  were  baptized  •,  rejecting  the  only  name  un¬ 
der  heaven  given  among  men  by  which  you  canbefaved. 
Alas!  how  aftonifhingis  yourguilt  anddanger  ?  What 
benevolent  heart  does  not  tremble  and  melt  at  your  fit- 
nation  ?  Allow  me,  I  befeech  you,  in  the  bowels  of 
compaffion,  to  call  after  and  expoftulate  with  you, 
before  you  take  the  dreadful  leap  into  the  pit  whence 
xhere  is  no  redemption.  Confider  with  that  anxious 
and  ferious  attention,  which  a  concern  of  fuch  mo¬ 
ment  demands,  Whether  you  have  not  rafhly  deter¬ 
mined  againft  Chriftianity  ?  Whether  you  have  not 
been  blinded  through  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin,  and 
a£ted  under  the  influence  of  prejudice  ?  Have  you 
not  been  influenced  by  wit,  ridicule,  and  bad  exam¬ 
ple,  rather  than  folid  argument?  Have  you  ever 
fairly  and  "thoroughly  examined  the  arguments  in  favor 
of  Chriftianity,  and  the  anfwers  to  the  objedhons 
which  have  been  made  againft  it  ?  If  you  have  not* 
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are  you  not  a£ling  like  a  madman,  and  trifling  in  an 
affair  of  the  greateft  moment  which  ever  concerned  a 
rational  creature  ?  Re-examine  the  fubjedt,  I  befeech 
you,  thoroughly  and  impartially.  Make  it  your  firft 
employment,  your  immediate  and  chief  concern. 
Converfe  with  able  and  faithful  men  on  the  fubjedh 
Open  your  mind  freely  and  candidly  to  them.  State 
your  difficulties  and  attend  to  thp  anfvvers  which  may 
be  given.  In  this  way  you  may,  by  the  blefling  o£ 
God,  have  your  difficulties  removed.  Repent  and 
feek  pardon  and  redemption  through  the  blood  of  the 
crofs  ;  and  he  who  pardoned  the  reviling  thief  and  the 
blafpheming  Saui  will  have  mercy  on  you.  He  is  a 
glorious  Saviour  though  you  defpife  him.  He  is 
mighty  and  willing  to  fave  unto  the  uttermoft,  all 
thofe  who  come  unto  God  by  him.  I  plead  with  you, 
for  the  life  of  your  precious  foul,  that  you  would  not 
rejedl  him.  Nay,  let  me  plead  with  you  in  behalf  of 
thofe  who  may  be  your  bofom  friends,  your  children 
and  neighbours,  whom  otherwife  you  may  corrupt 
and  deflroy,  and  make  your  immortal  accufers  and 
tormentors  :  In  behalf  of  your  parents  whofe  hoary 
heads,  by  your  infidelity,  you  are  bringing  down  with 
forrow  to  the  grave  :  Who  are  daily  trembling  and 
mourning,  in  fearful  apprehenfions,  that  after  all 
their  tender  care  and  inftrudiions,  the  fruit  of  their 
bodies  will  be  loft,  and  given  to  the  burning  flame  i 
and  that  they  fhall  be  called  to  teflify  how  their  own. 
child  has  hated  in ftrudli on  and  defpifed  reproof.  Will 
you  have  no  pity  upon  them,  but  oblige  them,  at  laft, 
to  mourn  over  you  as  David  mourned  over  his  wicked 
Abfalom  ?  Indeed  will  you  have  no  pity  upon  your- 
fell  ?  Will  you  deflroy  an  immortal  foul  of  more  value 
than  the  whole  world  ?  A  foul  which  when  once  loft 
can  never  be  regained  ?  For  what  fhall  a  man  give  in 
exchange  for  his  foul  ? 

Consider  what  terrors  may  arreft  you  in  death. 
With  what  horrors  have  wicked  men,  and  infidels  in 
particular  expired  ?  With  what  furprifing  agonies  of 
confcience  did  Voltaire  and  feme  of  his  companions 
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dofe  the  fcene  of  life  ?  How  will  you  die  with  amaze¬ 
ment  and  difmay,  when  infernal  fpirits  fhall  feize, 
and  the  unquenchable  flame  enkindle  upon  you  ? 
When,  notwithftanding  all  your  unbelief,  you  fhail 
know  the  fcriptures  to  be  true,  and  fee  your  defpifed 
saviour  coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven  with  power 
and  great  glory  ?  When,  in  vain,  you  fhall  cry,  with 
captains  and  mighty  men,  to  the  rocks  and  mountains 
to  fall  on  you  and  hide  you  from  the  face  of  him  who  fifr- 
teth  on  the  throne ,  arid  from  the  wrath  cf  the  Lamb  ?* 
Will  not  the  happy  feafons  you  once  enjoyed,  the  in- 
flruclions,  counfels,  tears,  and  intreaties  of  parents 
and  minifters,  and  the  manner  in  which  you  treated 
them,  come  into  remembrance  ?  Will  they  not  rife  up 
in  judgment  and  teftify  againft  you?  Will  not  thefe 
difcourfes,  if  you  refufe  to  hear,  bear  witnefs  againft 
you  ?  Will  not  thefe  create  i-efledions,  which  {hall  be 
a  worm  within  you,  which  fhall  never  die  ?  Will  not 
the  wrath  of  God  without,  enkindle  a  fire  which  fhall 
never  be  quenched  ?  Will  you  be  able  to  bear  the  ac~ 
cufations  of  your  own  confcience  ?  To  fee  all  your 
glory  turned  into  fhame  ?  To  be  forfaken,  unpitied, 
and  tormented  forever!  Alas!  miferable  creature,  U 
which  of  the  faints  wilt  thou  turn  !  What  will  \e  do  in 
the  day  oj  viftation  ?  To  whom  will  ye  fee  for  help  ?  And 
where  will  ye  leave  your  glory  fj-  Be  warned  of  thefe 
awful  events.  Suffer  me  to  plead,  moft  earneftly  to 
plead  with  you,  for  your  foul’s  fake  and  theLerd’s  fake, 
thefe  folemn  considerations.  Linger  not  another  mo¬ 
ment  in  Sodom,  efcape  for  , your  life  left  ye  be  con- 
fumed.  O  moft  glorious  and  compaflionate  Father, 
for  Christ’s  fake,  have  mercy  upon  the  infidel,  upon 
all  our  fecure  and  foolifti  people,  and  turn  them  from 
the  error  of  their  way  to  the  wifdom  of  the  juft  ! 

Nov/  unto  him  who  performeth  all  things  for  his 
people,  who  will  build  up  Zion  and  appear  in  his  glory, 
to  the  only  wife  GOD  our  Sri  FI 0  IJR>  be  glory  and  majcjly 9 
dominion y  and  power ,  both  now  and  ever.  Amen. 

#  Rev.  vi.  16.  f  Ifaiah  x.  3.-,  * 
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John  Burrill. 

Elias  Clark. 

Elifha  Clark. 

David  Clark. 

Jonas  Clark. 

Benjamin  Clark. 

Fifk  Durand. 

Lemuel  Durand. 
Samuel  Durand- 
William  Durand- 
Benjamin  Fenn,  2d. 
Benjamin  Fenn,  jun. 
llaac  Fenn. 

William  Fenn. 
Jonathan  Fowler, 
William  Fowler. 
Samuel  Higby. 

Jonah  Hiite. 

Samuel  Hine,  jun. 
Amos  Malery. 

Mofes  Malery. 

Samuel  Malery. 

Miles  Mallet. 


Mr.  John  Merwin. 

John  Merwin,  jun. 
Miles  Merwin. 
Thsophilus  Miles, 
Jofeph  Munfon. 

Heth  Norton,  * 
Samuel  Ovett. 
Rev.Bezaleel  Pinneo, 

Mr.  Newton  Prudden. 
Jofiah  Rogers. 

Jofeph  Stone. 
Elnathan  Strong. 
William  Strong. 
Mrs.HuJdah  Tibbals. 

Mr.  Ifaac  Treat,  |un. 
Jonathan  Treat, 
David  Treat. 

Mrs.  Mary  Treat. 

Mr.  Richard  Treat. 

Rev.  David  Tullar. 

Mr.  John  Whiting. 

North-Haven. 

Mr.  Jared  Barns. 

Capt.  Jofhua  Barns, 

Mr.  Joel  Barns. 

Juflus  Barns. 

Samuel  Barns. 

Eli  Ballet. 

Abel  Bifhop. 

Titus  Bradley. 
Benjamin  Brockett. 
Eli  Brockett. 

Giles  Brockett. 
Lyman  Brockett. 

Dr.  Elifha  Chapman. 

Mr.  Caleb  Clark. 

Thomas  Cooper. 
Thomas  Cooper,  jun, 
Jude  Dayton. 

Calvin  Eaton. 

Capt.  Peter  Eaftman.- 
Dr.  Jofeph  Foot. 

Mr.  Street  HummaRon. 
Mrs.  Mary  Ives. 

Samuel  Mix,  Efq. 

Mrs.  Catharine  Mix. 

Mr.  John  Pardee* 

Giles  Pierpont. 

John  Pierpont, 


Mr-  Jofeph  Pierpont. 

David  Ray. 

Joel  Ray. 

Mrs.  Anna  Sanford. 

Mr.  Eliada  Sanford. 

John  Smith. 

Jude  Smith. 

Thomas  Smith. 

Ifaac  C.  Stiles. 

Enos  Todd. 

Capt.  Gideon  Todd. 

Mr.  Lyman  Todd. 

Deacon  Titus  Todd,  4  books. 
Mr.  Elam  Tuttle. 

Hezekiah  Tuttle. 

Deacon  Solomon  Tuttle,  a  bksi 
Mr.  Jeffe  Waters. 
Capt.Ebenezer  R.  Webb. 

Wallingford. 

Capt.  Jofhua  Atwater. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Chittenden. 

Afahel  Cooley. 

Dr.  Moles  Gaylord. 

Mr.  Jofeph  Hall. 

Jofiah  Hall. 

Turhand  Kirtland. 

Capt.  John  Me  Cleave, 

Rev.  James  Noyes. 

Capt.  Samuel  Street. 

Rev.  John  Willard. 

W aterhury . 

Mr.  Stephen  Brownfon. 

Eli  Clark. 

William  Clark. 

Rev.  Abraham  Fowler, 

12  books. 

Rev.  Oliver  Hitchcock. 

Jofeph  Hopkins,  Efq.  Judge 
of  N.  H.  County  Court. 

Mr.  Abraham  Hotchkifs, 
Deacon  Gideon  Hotchkifs. 

Mr.  Frederick  Hotchkifs. 
Daniel  Hull,  jun. 

I  Rev.  Edward  Porter. 

!  Col.  Phinehas  Porter. 

Capt.  Benjamin  Uplba. 

IV dcott . 

Mr.  Mark  Harrilon. 

Jofeph  TwitcheL 
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Rev.  Ifrael  B.  Woodward. 
Capt.  Charles  IJpfon. 

IV oodbridge. 

Mr.  Barnabas  Baldwin. 

Enoch  Baldwin. 

Hezekiah  Baldwin. 

Rev.  David  L.  Beebee. 

Mr.  Timothy  Bradley,  jun. 
Lazarus  Clark. 

Nathan  Clark. 

Thomas  Darling,  Efq. 

Mr.  Philo  Dibble. 

Ellard  Ford. 

Ifaac  Hemingway. 

Moles  Hine. 

Dr.  Jared  Monfon. 

Mr.  Enoch  Newton. 

Samuel  Newton. 

Samuel  Newton,  jun. 
John  Norton. 

Samuel  Olborn. 

Nathan  Platt. 

Deacon  Phinthas  Peck, 

2  books. 

Mr.  JefTe  Pond. 

Abel  Smith. 

Ebenezer  Sperry. 

Lent  Sperry. 

■Middlebiiry,  a  Parijh  made 
tut  oj  IV dter bury  and  Weed- 
bury. 

Mr.  Ethel  Bronfom. 

Ifaac  Bronlon. 

Seth  Bronfon. 

Titus  Bronlon. 

.Rev.  Ira  Hart. 

Mr.  Daniel  Hine. 
AmosMallery. 

Nathaniel  Richardfon. 
Ebenezer  Smith. 

John  Stone. 

John  Thompfon. 

Daniel  Tyler. 

James  Tyler. 

Daniel  Woofter. 

County  of  New-London. 
New -London. 

Rey.  Hepry  Clianning,  3  books* 


Colchefier. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Adams* 

Enos  Bigelow. 

William  Brainard* 

Heary  Champion,  Efq. 

Mr.  Cephas  Cone. 

John  Ilham,  Efq. 

Mr.  Ezekiel  Lord. 

Abijah  Morgan. 

Afa  Narthum. 

Rev-  Robert  Robbins,  12  books. 
Mr.  Edward  Root. 

Adriel  Sabins. 

Thomas  Williams. 

David  Yeomans. 

Lyme. 

Mr.  George  Beckwith* 

Adriel  Ely. 

Seth  Ely. 

Rev-  David  Higgins. 

Mr.  Jofeph  Mervin. 

Prejhn . 

Rev.  Levi  Hart,  24  books. 
County  of  Fairfielb. 

Fairfield. 

Rev.  Andrew  Eliot,  2  books, 
jofeph  Noyes,  Eiq.  Att. 

Rev.  Hezekiah  Ripley. 

Mr.  David  Judfoii. 

The  Hon  Jonathan  SturgisJEfq. 
one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Su* 
perior  Court. 

Danbury . 

Mr.  Abram  Andrews. 

John  Andrews. 

Benajah  Benedict. 

Eliakim  Benedict. 

Ifaac  Benedict. 

Deacon  Oliver  Benedict. 

Rev.  John  Ely. 

Major  Benjamin  Hitchcock* 

Mr.  Daniel  Judd. 

Deacon  James  Sealy. 

Mr.  Eli  Taylor. 

Phinehas  Taylor. 
Huntington . 

Rev.  David  Ely. 


SUBSCRIBERS’  NAMES. 


3°3 


Ager  Judfon,  Efq. 

Mr.  James  M‘Euen. 

Rev.  EJifha  Rexford. 

Mr.  Agur  Tomlinfon. 

A lew -Fairfield. 
Stephen  Barns,  Eiq. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Benedirfh 
Capt-  William  Giddings. 

Rev.  Maltby  Gelfton. 

Rev-  Benjamin  Judd. 

James  Potter,  M.  D.  vice  prefi- 
dentof  the  Connecticut.  M.  S. 
Norwalk. 

Mr.Theophilus  B.  Hanford. 

John  Dikeman. 

Rev.  Aaron  Woodward, 

8  books. 

Reading. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  Bartlet. 

Mr.  Thomas  Couch. 

Uriah  Crawford. 

Ebenezer  Jackfon. 

Stephen  Jackfon. 

Daniel  Maltby,  jun. 
Reading  Library,  i  book. 

Mr.  James  Rogers. 

Afahel  Salmon. 

Eh  Sanford. 

Ezekiel  Sanford. 

Samuel  Sanford. 

Ridgefield. 

Mr.  James  Benedict. 

Joel  Byington. 

Rev.  Samuel  Camp. 

Mr.  Uriah  D.  Foreft. 

William  Forrefler. 
Benjamin  Lines. 

Henry  Whiting. 

Stamford. 

Mr.  Diodate  Davenport. 

William  Davenport. 

Amzi  Lewis,  jun. 

Edward  MfLanJin. 

George  Rankin. 

Enos  Reed- 
Stratford. 

Rofwell  Judfon,  Efq. 

Rev*  Stephen  W.  Stebbins* 


IV °fio?2. 

Mr.  Jofhua  Adams. 

Squire  Adams. 

John  Andrews. 

Silliman  Andrews. 
Thomas  Banks. 
Pinkney  Beers. 

David  Coley,  jun. 
Ebenezer  Coley. 
Morehoufe  Coley. 
Trowbridge  Crofsman- 
Hezekiah  Dikeman. 
William  Downs. 

Jared  Duncan. 
Ebenezer  Gray. 

James  Gray. 

John  Gray. 

Daniel  Godfrey. 
Silliman  Godfrey. 
Ebenezer  Hubbell. 
Albert  Lockwood. 
Gideon  Lockwood. 
Jonathan  Morehoufe. 
Rev.  John  Noyes. 

Mr.  Hezekiah  Ofborn. 

Juftus  Platt. 

Jeremiah  Rowland. 
Henry  Scribner. 

Samuel  B;  Sherwood,  Efq, 
Mr.  Daniel  Sturgis. 

Ebenezer  Thorp. 

Lemuel  Wood,  jun. 

County  of  Windham. 

Windham . 

Jabez  Clark,  Efq.  Att. 

Rev.  James  Cogfwell.  D.  D„ 
Ebenezer  Devotion,  Efq. 

Judge  of  W.  County  Court 
Samue)  Gray, Efq.  Clerk  of  do.' 
Mils  Lucy  Kennedy. 

Mr.  David  Palmer. 

Samuel  Perkins. 

Rev.  Elijah  Waterman. 

Hampton . 

Mr.  Roger  Clark. 

Abijah  Fuller. 
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Mr.  Jofiah  Fuller. 

Zebadiah  Hall. 

Paul  Holt. 

Paul  Holt,  jun. 

William  Holt. 

William  Huntington. 
Ruhama  Jewett. 

Flavel  Mofeley. 

Ebenezer  Robbins. 

Lemuel  Sparks. 

Lebanon . 

Mr.  Daniel  Abel. 

Rev.  Thomas  Brock  way. 

Mr.  Hubbard  Dutton. 

Rev.  John  Gurley. 

Mr.  James  Mafon. 

Rev.  William  B.  Ripley, 

10  books. 

The  Hon.  Wm.  Williams, Efq. 

Mansfield . 

Conllant  Southworth,  Efq. 
Judge  of  W.  County  Court. 

Plainfield. 

Calvin  Goddard,  Efq.  Att. 
James  Goddard,  Efq.  Judge 
of  W.  County  Court. 

Pomjret . 

Mr.  Simon  Carpenter. 

John  W.  Chandler. 
Jofeph  Cotton. 

Simon  Cotton. 

Simon  Cotton,  jun. 

Elijah  Dana. 

Lemuel  Grofvenor,  Efq. 

Mr.  Nathan  Grofvenor. 
Oliver  Grofvenor. 

Seth  Grofvenor. 

Hon.  Thomas  Grofvenor,  Efq. 
Mr.  Thomas  C.  Hayward. 

John  Payfon. 

Pcv.  Aaron  Putnam. 

Mrs.  Rebeccah  Putnam. 

Mr.  Jofiah  Sabin. 

Woodfiock . 

Mr.  Parker  C'-uiUs. 

Rev.  Eliph  det  Lyman. 
‘Thompfon. 

Mr.  Theophilus  B.  Chandler. 


County  of  Litchfield. 

Litchfield . 

Rev.  Dan  Huntington. 

Dr.  Reuben  Smith. 

Col.  Benjamin  Talmadge. 

Barkhejnfied. 

Mr.  Richard  Adams. 

Capt.  Pelatiah  Allyn. 

Mr.  David  Barber. 

Rev.  Ozias  Eells,  a  books. 

Mr.  Hiel  Hart. 

Jofiah  Hart. 

Ifrael  Jones,  Efq. 

Mr.  Joel  Parker. 

Lovel  Parker. 

Ifaiah  T uttle. 

Jofeph  Wilder,  Efq. 

Canaan . 

Rev.  Solomon  Morgan. 

Colebrook . 

Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards,  D.D. 

Har<winton. 

Rev.  Joffiua  Williams. 

Ne<w-Hartford. 

Mr.  Rofwell  Abernethy. 

Rev.  Edward  D.  Griffin. 

Mr.  Ifaac  Steele. 

Elijah  Strong. 

Hartland . 

Rev.  Nathaniel  Gaylord. 
Norfolk. 

Mr.  Edmund  Akins. 

Stephen  Holt. 

Roger  Mills. 

Roger  Nettleton. 
Jeremiah  W.  Phelps. 
Rev.  Ammi  R.  Robbins. 
Roxbury. 

Mr.  William  Curtils. 

Ifrael  Minor. 

John  Thumas,  2  books. 
Rev.  ZephvAah  Swift. 
Salijbury . 

Rev.  Joi.  W.  Crofsman. 
Southbury . 

Mr.  Stephen  Bateman. 
Eleaz^r  Gu  hre. 

Joel  Hmman. 
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Mr*  Eleazer  Mitchel. 
Jonathan  Mitchel. 
Jofiah  Strong. 

Rev.  Benjamin  Wildman. 

Torrington . 

Rev.  Samuel  J.  Mills. 

Mr.  Samuel  J.  Mills. 

W ajhington . 

Rev.  Jeremiah  Day. 

Rev.  Ebenezer  Porter. 

Mr.  Anthony  Strong. 

W atertown . 

Rev.  Uriel  Gridlev,  6  books. 

Winche/ier. 

Rev.  Publius  V.  Booge. 

Woodbury .  a 
Rev.  Noah  Benedift. 

Mr.  David  Curtifs,  3  books. 
John  Edwards. 

Jofiah  Minor. 

Thaddeus  Minor. 
Abijah  Mitchel. 

Reuben  Mitchel. 

Jofeph  Peck. 

Jehiel  Peckftone. 

Uriel  Strong. 

Lee  Terril. 

Ifaac  Tomlinfbn. 

County  of  Middlesex. 

Middletown* 

Mr.  Jofeph  Boardman. 

John  Candy. 

Samuel  Canfield. 

Jofeph  Gilbert. 
Nehemiah  Hubbard. 
Rev.  David  Huntington. 

Rev.  Enoch  Huntington. 

Mr.  Hezekiah  Miller. 

David  B.  Minor. 
Thaddeus  Nichols. 

G.  Perfons. 

Robert  Rand. 

M.  T.  Ruffell. 

William  Ruffell. 

Lemuel  Storrs. 

Nathan  Strong. 
Ebenezer  Tracy, 


Mr.  John  Wetmore. 

Oliver  Wetmore. 
Chauncey  Whittlefey,  Efq. 
Mr.  William  Woodbridge. 
Ghat  ham, 

Mr.  Nathan  Ackley, 

Gideon  Arnold. 

Stephen  Brainardo 
Samuel  Brow. 

David  Clark. 

Mofes  Cook. 

Richard  Cook. 

Jofiah  GofF. 

Dewey  Hall. 

Jabez  Hall,  ado-. 

John  Hinkley. 

Elifha  Niles. 

John  Parmele. 

Rev-  David  Selden. 

Mr.  Adonijah  Strong, 

Rev.  Cyprian  Strong. 

Mr.  David  Strong. 

Robert  Utter. 

Rev.  Joel  Weft. 

David  White,  Efq. 

Mr.  Daniel  White. 

EaJl-Haddam. 

Mr.  Ifaac  C.  Ackley. 

Ifaac  Chapman,  ad, 
Horatio  Cone. 

Oren  Gates. 

Timothy  Gates. 

Nathan  Goodfield. 
Ithamar  Hervey. 
Eliphalet  Holmes. 

Rev.  William  Lyman,  18  bks» 
Jon.  O.  Mofeley,  Efq.  Att. 
Mr.  Samuel  Parmele. 

Rev.  Elijah  Parfons, 

Mr.  Afa  Smith. 

Ifrael  Spencer,  Efq. 

Rev.  Jofeph  Vail. 

Killingworth . 

Mr.  Aaron  Elliot. 

George  Elliot. 

Rev.  Henry  Ely,  14  books. 
Mr.  Ebenezer  Lefter. 

Rev.  Achilles  Mansfield,  *  bbs. 
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Saybrook. 

Mr.  John  Bui j,  jun. 

Jedidiah  Chapman,  3d. 
Beamont  Clark. 

William  Clark,  2  books. 
James  Dee. 

Rev.  John  Devotion,  25  books. 
Mr.  Jonas  Dibble,  ad. 

Rev.  Richard  Ely. 

Mr.  Uriah  Hayden. 

Henry  Hill. 

Jofeph  Hill. 

James  Kelley. 

Ephraim  Kelpy,  ad. 
Elifha  Kirtland. 

Nathan  Kirtland. 

Col.  Afa  Lay. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  B.Lay. 
Jonathan  Lay. 

Simeon  Lay. 

Jafon  L’Hommedeu. 
Barnabas  May  den. 

Jofiah  Nott. 

Dan  Pratt. 

Gideon  Pratt. 

John  Pratt. 

Zephaniah  Pratt. 

David  Poft. 

Peter  Poll. 

William  Sargent. 
Freeman  Snow. 

Daniel  Spencer. 

Peter  Spencer. 

Timothy  Spencer. 

George  Stannard. 

John  Stannard,  ad. 
Pieman  Starkey. 

Richard  Stokes. 

Abraham  Towner,  ad. 
Samuel  Williams,  Efq. 

County  of  Tolland. 

Tolland . 

Mr.  Timothy  Benton. 

John  Blifs. 

Elijah  Chapman,  Efq. 

Col.  S.  Chapman. 


Mr.  Simeon  Chapman. 
Ephraim  Grant,  jun. 

Seth  Eator. 

J.  Hinckley. 

Jabez  Kingfbury. 

Benoni  Shepherd. 
Elnathan  Strong. 
Jeremiah  Weft,  Efq.  Judge  of 
Tolland  County  Court. 

Rev.  Nathan  Williams,  D.  D. 
Bolton . 

Mr.  Salmon  King,  Candidate 
and  Millionary  to  the  new 
fettlements. 

Mr.  Aiahel  Skinner. 

Hebron. 

Daniel  Brown,  Efq. 

Capt.  Daniel  Bufhnel. 

Capt.  Simeon  Dunham,  6  bks, 
Mr.  Luther  Ford. 

Samfon  Horton. 

Oliver  Ingham. 

Leonard  Lathrop,  Efq.  Att, 
Mr.  Henry  Mack. 

Jofiah  Mack. 

David  Norton. 

John  S.  Peters. 

Samuel  Peters. 

John  T.  Peters,  Efq.  Att. 

Thomas  Poft. 

Capt.  Gad  Talcott. 

Capt.  William  Talcott. 

Capt.  Afaph  Trumbull. 

Mr.  John  Wafs. 

Capt.  John  FI.  Welles. 

Somers . 

Rev.  Charles  Backus. 

Mr.  Ifrael  Brainard. 

Stafford. 

Mr.  John  Green. 

John  Phelps,  Efq. 

Rev.  John  Willard. 

Additions. 

Mr.  John  Whitman,  Hartford. 
Rev.  Jeremiah  Hallock,  IVeJl- 
Simjbury. 

Rev.  Walter  King,  Norwich, 
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James  Lanman,  Efq.  Att. 
Norwich . 

Mr.  Andrew  Lee,  Lijbon . 

Mr.  Samuel  Auftin,  Southfield . 


Rev.  Roger  Harrifon,  Gran¬ 
ville. 

Rev.  Jofhua  Knap,  Milton . 


STATE  of  NEW-YORK. 


Rev.  Abner  Benedict:,  Pound- 
ridge. 

Mr.  Beecher,  Paftor  Eleft, 
Eafi-Hampton ,  30  books. 
Rev.  Silas  Conllant,  South  cart. 


Rev.  JefTe  Townfhend,  New. 
Durham. 

Rev.  John  Townley,  Greenf 
borough. 


VERMONT. 


Wefiminfier . 

Mr.  Samuel  Chapman. 
Abiel  Goodell. 

Lot  Hall. 

Ifaiah  Hatch. 
Daniel  Kieth. 
Jonathan  Kitridge. 
Eleazer  May. 


Mr.  John  Norton. 

Jabez  Pain. 

Nathaniel  Wafhburn. 
Rev.  Sylvefter  Sage. 

Mr.  Jofhua  Stoddard. 
Putney. 

Mr.  Joliah  Goodhue.* 


*  As  the  fubfcribers  generally  negletted  to  give  their  titles ,  it 
is  probable ,  that  there  are  mifiakes  ref  petting  them.  Where  in- 
fiances  of  them  Jhall  be  obferved ,  gentlemen  are  defired  to  excufe 
them. 


ERRATA. 

Page  IOI,  1.  1  for  their  read  they . 

is 7j  h  11  from  the  bottom,  for  kingdom,  read  kingdoms. 

*45>  1.  9  from  the  bottom,  for  writ,  read  ’written. 

149)  h  from  the  top,  for  remarkale,  read  remarkable. 

204,  1.  14  from  the  bottom,  for  Loud,  read  Lord. 

2^3>  k  13  from  the  bottom,  read  the,  before  wicked. 

In  feveral  there  is  an  omillion  of  the  comma,  which  the  learned 
reader  will  naturally  correct 
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